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IN  MEMORIAM:  FREDERICK  W.  STAMM 

Frederick  W.  Stamm  was  an  early  member  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society 
and  with  his  wife,  Anne  L.  Stamm,  represented  all  that  was  best  in  our  organization. 
His  contribution  to  Kent  ucky  ornithology  would  have  been  rich  if  he  had  done  nothing 
more  than  encourage  and  participate  in  Anne  L.  Stamm’s  lifelong  interest  in  birds. 
But  there  was  much  more. 

He  was  a  distinguished  professor  of  finance  in  the  School  of  Business,  University 
of  Louisville  and  served  in  various  important  administrative  roles  with  distinction. 
It  was  possible  to  know  Mr.  Stamm  for  some  time  before  realizing  the  recognition 
and  respect  he  had  earned  in  his  own  field.  He  wore  his  honors  so  simply  that  they 
were  often  cloaked  by  the  genial  and  unaffected  outer  man. 

His  marriage  led  him  to  an  avocation  in  birding,  and  he  made  his  own  contribu¬ 
tions  to  Kentucky  ornithology  with  a  number  of  significant  field  notes.  In  1962  the 
Beckham  Bird  Club  gave  him  their  award  “for  constructive  contributions  to  Kentucky 
Ornithology.”  More  important  to  all  of  us,  however,  was  his  life-long  commitment  to 
the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society.  He  held  several  offices  from  time  to  time  and 
in  an  unofficial  capacity  gave  time  and  effort  to  the  Society.  He  often  voluntarily 
audited  the  annual  treasurer’s  report. 

Of  equal  or  even  greater  importance,  he  was  a  voice  of  wisdom  and  experience 
in  the  Society’s  meetings.  He  seldom  failed  to  express  himself  firmly  but  always  with 
down-to-earth  good  sense  when  he  felt  strongly  about  an  issue  important  to  the 
Society.  As  it  grows  and  encounters  new  problems  we  will  greatly  miss  his  voice. 

The  part  of  him  we  knew  best  was  the  warmth  and  friendliness  with  which  he 
met  everyone.  He  genuinely  liked  people.  He  enjoyed  life  as  he  found  it,  and  made 
us  feel  better  because  we  knew  him. 


Clell  Peterson 
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THE  FALL  SEASON,  1992 

Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.  and  Anne  L.  Stamm 

Temperature  for  the  months  of  August  and  September  was  below  normal,  and 
for  October  and  November  above  normal,  resulting  in  a  relatively  pleasant  fall. 
Rainfall  for  the  months  of  August,  September  and  November  was  above  normal, 
especially  the  4.71  inches  in  Louisville  in  August;  October  was  slightly  below  normal. 

Abbreviations:  Anch  =  Anchorage,  Jefferson  County;  BH  =  Bailey  Hollow, 
Calloway  County;  BWMA  =  Ballard  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Ballard  County; 
BD  =  Barkley  Dam,  Lyon  County;  BCNP  =  Beargrass  Creek  Nature  Preserve, 
Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  BBC  =  Beckham  Bird  Club;  BF  =  Bernheim  Forest, 
Bullitt  County;  BPS  =  Big  Pond  Sanctuary,  Grayson  County;  Bon  =  Bondurant, 
Fulton  County;  CEL  =  Camp  Ernst  Lake,  near  Burlington,  Boone  County;  CRL  — 
Cave  Run  Lake,  Rowan  County;  Dan  =  Danville,  Boyle  County;  DL  =  Dewey  Lake, 
Floyd  County;  DD  Dix  Dam,  Mercer  County;  EBPP  =  East  Bend  Power  Plant, 
Boone  County;  Falls  =  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  GRCP  = 
George  Rogers  Clark  Park,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Har  =  Harlan,  Harlan 
County;  Hick  =  Hickman,  Fulton  County;  JC  =  Jonathan  Creek,  Calloway  County; 
KD  =  Kentucky  Dam,  Livingston/Marshall  counties;  L#9  =  Lake  No.  9,  Fulton 
County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County;  LBL  =  Land  Between  the  Lakes, 
Lyon  County;  Lou  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Mad  =  Madisonville,  Hopkins 
County;  MCNP  =  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park,  Edmonson  County;  Mayf  = 
Mayfair  Basins,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Mid  =  Middletown  quarry,  eastern 
Jefferson  County;  MCFH  =  Minor  E.  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County;  NBSP 
Natural  Bridge  State  Park,  Powell  County;  OFL  =  Owsley  Fork  Lake,  Jackson 
County;  Par  =  Paradise  Plant,  Muhlenberg  County;  PHSM  =  Peabody  Homestead 
Surface  Mine,  Ohio  County;  SWMA  =  Sauerheber  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Hen¬ 
derson  County;  SP  =  E.  P.  “Tom”  Sawyer  Park,  eastern  Jefferson  County;  SD  = 
Smithland  Dam,  Livingston  County;  UKAEF  =  University  of  Kentucky  Agricultural 
Experimental  Farm,  Lexington,  Fayette  County. 

Loons  through  Herons  —  Single  Com.  Loons  were  noted  at  KD,  Oct.  3  (BM,  KL), 
on  the  Ohio  River  at  Lou,  Nov.  6  (calling)  and  Nov.  27  (BM),  and  at  LPew,  Nov.  16 
(JH);  first  recorded  at  CRL,  Oct.  17,  numbers  reached  101  on  Nov.  7  (FB);  12  were 
at  the  Falls,  Oct.  31  (JB,  PB);  2-3  were  on  OFL,  Nov.  11-28  (AR,  TR);  and  13  were 
at  JC,  Nov.  18  (M. Easley,  fide  CP);  and  a  total  of  72  birds  was  observed  on  DL,  Nov. 
7  (KN).  Three  Red-throated  Loons  were  present  on  CRL  near  Alfrey  Boat  Ramp, 
Nov.  7,  in  a  group  of  Com.  Loons  (FB).  Pied-billed  Grebes  were  present  throughout 
the  period  with  scattered  reports  from  BWMA,  JC,  BH,  LPew,  DD.  DL,  the  Lou  area, 
and  Griffin  Park,  Bowling  Green,  Warren  Co.  (CP,  MM,  BM,  JH,  MSt,  KN),  with  up 
to  12  present  at  LPew  Oct.  22  and  Nov.  11  (JH).  Single  Horned  Grebes  were  observed 
on  Mid,  Oct.  24  (BM,  MM,  MS)  and  CEL,  Nov.  17  (LMc);  and  4-11  were  present  on 
the  Ohio  River  at  Lou  and  the  Falls,  Nov.  7-27  (BM).  Double-crested  Cormorants 
were  widespread  throughout  Kentucky  during  this  season,  with  reports  from  Warsaw 
(Gallatin  Co.),  Par,  Falls,  JC,  BH,  LBL,  Mayf,  Petersburg  and  Walton  (Boone  Co.), 
DD,  Lou  and  MCFH  (LMc,  BM,  MM.  BMIII,  MS,  JB,  PB,  CP,  AR,  TR,  FB);  high 
counts  included  58  at  Falls,  Sep.  3  (MS),  84  at  Silo  Overlook,  LBL,  Aug.  28,  and 
±350  there,  Nov.  19  (CP).  Single  individuals  of  the  rare  Least  Bittern  were  observed 
twice:  Mayfield  Bottoms,  Yellow  Dog  cut-off,  Carlisle  Co,  Aug. 6  (CP),  and  SWMA, 
Oct.  10  (MS,  KOS  field  trip)  [the  latter  is  the  latest  Kentucky  date  by  four  days]. 
Great  Blue  Herons  were  widespread  throughout  the  state  (KC,  BM,  MM,  MS,  JB, 
PB,  JH,  LR,  CP,  FB),  with  high  counts  of  24  at  Falls,  Sep.  26  (MS),  and  45  at  JC, 
Nov.  19  (CP).  Great  Egrets  were  common  as  individuals  and  small  groups  through 
most  of  western  Kentucky  (CP,  MS),  with  a  maximum  of  16  noted  flying  to  roost, 
Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  records  elsewhere  included  singles  2  miles  southeast 
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Providence,  Hopkins  Co.,  Aug.  16  (BM,  MM,  BMIII),  and  at  EBPP,  Oct.  24  (LMc,  JC, 
KCa),  3-4  at  Falls,  Aug.  18-23  (JB,  PB,  BM),  and  2  at  Dan,  Sep.  18  (MM);  and  1-2 
at  MCFH,  Aug.  1-Nov.  18  (FB).  There  were  a  few  Snowy  Egrets  noted  in  western 
Kentucky:  2  at  L#9,  Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS);  3  at  BWMA,  Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS);  4 
in  Bardwell  Bottoms,  Carlisle  Co.,  Aug.  6  (CP);  one  in  Fulton  Co.,  Aug. 22  (BM,  MM, 
BMIII);  and  a  mixed  group  of  16  immature  Little  Blue  Herons  and  Snowy  Egrets  at 
Mitchell  Lake,  BWMA,  Aug.  23  (BM,  MM,  BMIII).  Most  sightings  of  Little  Blue 
Herons  were  from  western  Kentucky:  3  adults  and  one  immature  at  L#9,  Aug.  2 
(BM,  MM,  MS)  and  1  there,  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII),  from  2-10  at  BWMA,  Aug. 
2-21  (BM,  MM,  MS,  CP),  and  11  flying  to  roost  in  Fulton  Co.,  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM, 
BMIII);  a  single  adult  Little  Blue  Heron  was  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  18  (BM);  and  2 
immatures  were  at  CRL,  Aug.  3-4  (FB).  Individuals  and  small  groups  of  Cattle  Egrets 
were  fairly  common  in  western  Kentucky  until  mid-August  (BM,  MM,  MS,  CP),  with 
a  maximum  of  37  at  BWMA;  one  was  also  reported  from  the  Falls,  Nov.  3  (MS). 
Green-backed  Herons  were  widespread  throughout  the  state,  with  late  dates  of  1  at 
MCFH,  Sep.  25  (FB),  1  in  Livingston  Co.,  Oct.  3  (BM,  KL),  4  at  DD,  Oct.  8,  and  1 
there,  Oct.  9  (MM).  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  were  reported  from  three  locations: 
8-10  were  at  BD,  Aug.  1-22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII,  MS);  up  to  a  dozen  were  at  the  Falls 
through  most  of  the  period  (BM,  MM,  MS,  JB,  PB),  with  a  late  date  of  2  there,  Nov. 
3  (BM,  MS);  and  1-5  were  present  at  MCFH  from  Aug.  3  to  Sep.  19  (FB).  The  only 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  noted  was  one  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB). 


Waterfowl  —  A  single,  blue  morph  Snow  Goose  was  at  Dan,  on  the  relatively  early 
date  of  Sep.  23  (MM).  Canada  Geese  were  widespread  through  the  state,  with  high 
counts  at  Mitchell  Lake,  BWMA,  of  106,  Oct.  27,  and  ±500,  Oct.  14  (CP).  Peak 
numbers  of  Wood  Ducks  were  62  at  JC,  Aug.  28  (MMi)  and  80,  Sep.  1  (CP).  Two 
Green-winged  Teal  were  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB),  with  peak  numbers  there  of 
16  on  Nov.  6  and  9  (BM);  9  at  JC,  Sep.  15  (CP);  23  on  LPew,  Nov.  11,  and  20  there, 
Nov.  16  (JH);  and  a  dozen  at  Honker  Lake,  LBL,  Nov.  19  (CP).  Small  numbers  of 
Am.  Black  Ducks  (generally  2-6)  were  present  in  western  Kentucky  through  the 
season  (CP);  1-2  were  also  at  DD,  Sep.  15-Oct.  8  (MM),  and  35  at  LPew,  Nov.  16  (JH). 
Mallards  were  abundant  through  most  of  the  state,  with  several  flocks  up  to  200  at 
BWMA,  Ky.  Lake,  and  L.  Barkley  (CP),  and  85+  in  Seneca  Park,  Lou  ,  Sep.  2  (AS). 
Twenty  N.  Pintails  were  at  JC,  Oct.  9,  50  at  BH,  Oct.  10,  and  16  at  BWMA,  Oct.  14 
(CP);  one  was  noted  at  SWMA,  Oct.  10  (MS,  KOS  field  trip);  3  were  at  EBPP,  Oct. 
24  (LMc,  JC,  KCa);  and  a  pair  was  present  at  Mayf,  Nov.  3  (MS).  There  were  many 
small  groups  (6-20)  of  Blue-winged  Teal  in  western  Kentucky,  with  a  maximum  of 
24  at  JC,  Sept.  24  (CP);  3  were  noted  at  PHSM,  Aug.  16  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  small 
groups  of  2-7  were  in  Dan,  Sep.  15-26  (MM);  4  were  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB) 
and  10  there,  Sept.  16  (BM);  up  to  12  at  MCFH,  Sep.  12-19  (FB);  and  3-6  were  at 
DD,  Sep.  17-23  (MM).  Gadwall  were  present  at  the  Falls,  with  a  maximum  of  25 +  , 
Oct.  24  and  28,  Nov.  6  (BM,  MM,  MS);  and  in  western  Kentucky  there  were  30  at 
JC,  Oct.  9,  and  106  there,  Oct.  27  (CP),  ±  200  at  BH,  Oct.  10,  and  10  at  BWMA,  Oct. 
14  (CP).  Eight  Am.  Wigeon  were  noted  on  Oct.  9  at  JC,  and  another  8  at  Honker 
Lake,  LBL,  on  this  date  (CP);  20  were  at  BWMA,  Oct.  14  (CP);  25  were  at  LPew, 
Oct.  22  (JH);  singles  were  at  UKAEF,  Nov.  8  (WD)  and  the  Falls,  Nov.  12  (BM);  and 
high  counts  were  recorded  at  BH  with  148,  Oct.  27,  and  80,  Nov.  19  (CP).  Three 
Canvasbacks  appeared  at  JC,  Oct.  19  (CP);  and  on  Nov.  16,  15  were  at  LPew  (JH), 
and  two  on  the  Ohio  River,  Lou.,  Nov.  16  (MS).  Nine  Redheads  were  on  Clear  Creek 
Lake,  Bath  Co.,  Oct.  19  (FB);  7  were  at  Honker  Lake,  LBL,  Oct.  27  (CP);  15  were  at 
CRL,  Nov.  1  (FB);  and  7  were  on  LPew,  Nov.  11  (JH).  There  were  scattered  reports 
of  flocks  of  Ring-necked  Ducks:  48  were  at  JC,  Oct.  19  (CP);  50  +  were  on  OFL,  Oct. 
22-Nov.  8  (AR,  TR);  22+  were  on  LPew,  Oct.  22-Nov.  24,  with  a  peak  of  260,  Nov. 
16  (JH);  60  were  on  the  UKAEF,  Nov.  8  (WD);  a  single  individual  appeared  on  Mid, 
Nov.  5,  with  a  peak  of  33,  Nov.  25  (BM);  and  up  to  12  were  present  at  the  Falls,  Nov. 
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6-7  (BM).  The  only  Lesser  Scaups  recorded  were  50+  at  the  Falls,  Nov.  6-7  (BM), 
and  71  on  OFL,  Nov.  13  ( AR,  TR).  A  single  Black  Scoter  was  noted  on  the  Ohio  River 
at  Lou,  Oct.  31  (MS),  with  2  there,  Nov.  6  (BM).  Eight  Surf  Scoters  were  on  the  Ohio 
River  at  Lou,  Nov.  1  (MS),  with  1  there  Nov.  14-16  (BM,  MS).  The  lone  report  of  a 
Com.  Goldeneye  at  JC,  Oct.  27,  was  the  earliest  Kentucky  record  by  six  days  (CP). 
Flocks  of  Buffleheads  were  noted  on  the  Ohio  River,  Lou,  Nov.  6-27,  with  a  peak  of 
two  flocks  totaling  68  birds,  Nov.  27  (BM);  a  flock  of  9  was  observed  at  DL,  Nov.  7 
(KN);  flocks  were  at  MCFH,  Nov.  1-18,  with  a  peak  of  35  there  on  Nov.  15  (FB);  and 
two  were  seen  on  LPew,  Nov.  24  ( JH).  Hooded  Mergansers  were  at  JC  with  48,  Oct. 
19  (CP),  at  BPS  with  6,  Nov.  13  (LMc),  4  were  at  Mayf,  Nov.  16  (FM),  and  one  female 
was  on  the  Ohio  River,  Lou,  Nov.  27  (BM).  The  lone  report  of  a  single  Red-breasted 
Merganser  was  from  the  Ohio  River,  Lou,  Nov.  16  (FM).  Ruddy  Ducks  occurred  in 
large  numbers  on  LPew,  with  121,  Nov.  11,  55,  Nov.  16,  and  108,  Nov.  24  (JH);  4 
were  also  reported  from  JC,  Oct.  27  (CP). 

Vultures  through  Cranes  —  There  were  several  reports  of  mixed  Black  and 
Turkey  Vulture  roosts:  Murphey’s  Pond,  Hickman  Co.,  ca.  30  Black,  20  Turkey,  Aug. 
23  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  and  EBPP,  100  +  (approx.  10  Black,  rest  Turkey),  Oct.  24  (LMc, 
JC,  KCa).  Five  Black  Vultures  were  also  noted  in  eastern  Jefferson  Co,  Sep.  26,  and 
7  there,  Nov.  26  (JB,  PB);  4  were  in  Shelbyville,  Shelby  Co.,  Sep.  28  ( JB,  PB);  50-80 
were  present  daily  at  MCFH,  Oct.  17-Nov.  18  (FB);  and  85+  were  seen  at  BPS,  Nov. 
16  (KC,  HC).  Turkey  Vultures  were  generally  common,  with  a  maximum  of  120  noted 
at  MCFH,  Nov.  6,  and  125  +  at  BPS,  Nov.  16  (KC,  HC).  There  were  frequent  sightings 
of  Ospreys  on  Kentucky  Lake  throughout  the  season,  usually  single  birds  or  pairs 
(CP);  singles  were  also  seen  at  MCFH,  Aug.  1-11  (with  two  on  Oct.  9),  in  Har,  Sep. 

5  (FB),  at  the  Falls,  Sep.  10  and  16  (MS,  BM),  at  OFL,  Sep.  16  (AR,  TR),  and  at  SD, 
Oct.  3  (LMc,  KOS  field  trip);  and  a  maximum  of  5  individuals  were  reported  at 
Patterson  Landing,  Calloway  Co.,  Oct.  10  (CP).  Seventeen  Mississippi  Kites  were  in 
far  western  Kentucky,  Aug.  2,  with  14  of  them  in  Ballard  Co.  (BM,  MM,  MS);  4  were 
seen  along  U.S.  #51,  N  of  Wickliffe,  Ballard  Co.,  Aug.  6  (CP);  and  8  adults  were  on 
BWMA,  Aug.  23  (BM,  MM,  BMIII).  There  were  several  sightings  of  adult  and  imma¬ 
ture  Bald  Eagles  in  western  Kentucky  throughout  the  period;  in  addition,  there  were 
single  adults  at  Clear  Creek,  Hwy.  #70,  Hopkins  Co.,  Nov.  9  (D.W.  Hancock,  fide 
JH),  and  at  Indian  Hills,  Lou,  Nov.  16  (FM,  JS).  Single  N.  Harriers  were  reported 
from  Trimble  Co.,  Sep.  14  (JA),  at  SD,  Oct.  3  (LMc,  KOS  field  trip),  at  SWMA,  Oct. 
10  (MS,  KOS  field  trip,  with  4  birds  there  Oct.  9,  KC,  HC),  along  Hwy.  #79,  near 
Short  Creek,  Grayson  Co.,  Nov.  4  (KC),  and  at  Dozier  Lake,  Hopkins  Co.,  Nov.  15 
(JH);  and  11  were  at  PHSM,  Nov.  6,  with  2  noted,  Nov.  16  (KC,  HC).  Single  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks  were  seen  at  Cave  City,  Barren  Co.,  Aug.  17  (MSt),  at  NBSP,  Sep. 
26  (JB,  PB),  and  near  Westport,  Oldham  Co.,  Oct.  11  (BBC  field  trip);  there  were  2 
at  Dan,  Sep.  11,  and  another,  Sep.  13  (MM).  There  were  a  few  scattered  reports  of 
single  Cooper’s  Hawks:  at  Cave  City,  Barren  Co.,  Sep.  17  (MSt);  and  on  BCNP,  Oct. 
2  (JB,  PB).  A  pair  of  Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  present  at  Anch  throughout  the 
season  (BM,  MM);  singles  were  also  noted  at  Hebron,  Boone  Co.,  Sep.  12  (LMc),  at 
MCNP,  Sep.  28  (MSt),  and  in  southern  Jefferson  Co.,  Oct.  17  (KC).  Single  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawks  were  present  at  Anch,  Sep.  12  and  14  (BM,  MM),  and  at  BCNP,  Oct. 
2  (JB,  PB);  5  were  over  Joe  Creason  Park,  Lou,  Sep.  20  (JB,  PB).  Red-tailed  Hawks 
were  fairly  common  throughout  the  state  during  the  season.  The  only  report  of  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawks  were  of  2  at  PHSM,  Nov.  6  (KC,  HC).  There  were  several  scattered 
reports  of  single  Merlins:  at  the  south  end  of  JC,  Sep.  6  (MMi),  and  another  there, 
Sep.  10,  perhaps  the  same  bird  (MMi,  HCh);  5  mi.  south  of  Smithland,  Livingston 
Co.,  Oct.  3  (BM,  KL);  and  at  SWMA,  Oct.  10  (MS,  KOS  field  trip).  There  was  a  pair 
of  Peregrine  Falcons  noted  infrequently  during  the  period  in  the  Lou  region:  1  at  the 
Fairgrounds,  Oct.  10  (BM,  MM);  2  on  the  K.  &  I.  Bridge,  Oct.  24  (BM,  MM,  MS);  1 
at  the  Falls  harassing  a  large  flock  of  blackbirds,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB);  and  1  there,  Nov. 

6  (BM).  The  only  reports  of  Wild  Turkeys  were  of  1  seen  and  several  heard  in  Pennyrile 
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State  Forest,  Christian  Co.,  Aug.  16  (BM,  MM,  BMIII),  and  4  at  MCNP,  Oct.  16 
(MSt);  in  Rowan  Co.,  the  population  in  the  lake  area  is  higher  than  in  the  past  several 
years  (FB).  Five  Soras  were  observed  at  SWMA,  Oct.  10  (MS,  KOS  field  trip).  Am. 
Coots  were  recorded  at  Mitchell  Lake,  BWMA  (CP),  MCFH  (FB),  CRL  (FB)  and  the 
Falls  (BM),  but  the  largest  numbers  were  at  LPew,  reaching  764,  Oct.  22,  1200,  Nov. 
11,  435,  Nov.  16,  and  400,  Nov.  24  (JH).  Sandhill  Cranes  passed  through  the  region 
in  late  Nov.,  the  peak  on  Nov.  29  with  2000+  over  Crescent  Hill,  Nov.  29  (HS),  and 
2000-3000  over  Highlands,  Nov.  29  (A.  Karpoff,  fide  BM),  undoubtedly  reports  of  the 
same  flocks;  24  were  noted  in  Oldham  Co.,  No.  14  (B.  Bingham,  fide  BM);  about  75 
were  over  Lou,  Nov.  16  (FM,  BBC  field  trip);  2  were  along  1-64,  near  exit  69,  in  Scott 
Co.,  Nov.  24  (MS,  TS);  and  1  was  seen  along  Hwy.  #25,  Fayette  Co.,  Nov.  30  (AR,  TR). 


Shorebirds  —  Single  Black-bellied  Plovers  were  noted  at  Mitchell  Lake,  BWMA, 
Oct.  14  (CP),  and  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB).  There  was  but  one  report  of  Lesser 
Golden-Plover,  a  single  bird  at  SD,  Oct.  3  (LMc,  KOS  field  trip).  A  single  Semipalmated 
Plover  was  at  BWMA,  Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS);  the  species  appeared  at  MCFH  on  Aug. 
22,  reaching  a  peak  of  25  on  Sep.  12,  with  a  late  individual  noted  on  Oct.  17  (FB); 
1-2  were  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  23-Sep.  27  (JB,  PB,  BM,  MS);  and  up  to  8  were  present 
at  JC  and  BH,  Aug.  28-Sep.  12  (CP).  A  single  Piping  Plover  was  noted  at  JC,  Sep.  1 
(CP).  Large  flocks  of  Killdeer  were  at  MCFH  with  125,  Aug.  14  (FB),  DD  with  100  + , 
Sep.  17  (MM),  and  on  the  UKAEF  with  300 +  ,  Nov.  8  (WD).  A  single  Am.  Avocet 
was  reported  at  JC,  Sep.  15  &  16  (CP).  Variable  numbers  of  Greater  Yellowlegs  were 
noted  daily  at  JC,  with  a  maximum  of  16  on  Sep.  5  (CP);  5  were  seen  at  MCFH,  Aug. 
28,  with  1-2  there  through  Nov.  18  (FB);  1-2  were  present  at  DD,  Oct.  5-9  (MM);  a 
dozen  were  at  Honker  Lake,  LBL,  Oct.  27  (CP);  2  were  at  the  Falls,  Nov.  3  (MS);  and 
singles  were  at  LPew,  Nov.  11  &  16  (JH).  Numbers  and  dates  of  Lesser  Yellowlegs 
at  JC  were  similar  to  those  of  Greater  Yellowlegs  (CP);  4  were  seen  at  MCFH  Aug. 
15,  with  3  on  Aug.  22  and  1  on  Aug.  28  (FB);  and  singles  were  recorded  from  L#9, 
Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS),  and  Hick,  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII).  Four  Solitary  Sandpipers 
were  at  BWMA,  Aug.  2,  and  2  on  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII,  MS);  singles  were  noted 
at  MCFH  on  several  occasions,  Aug.  6-Oct.  17  (FB);  up  to  six  birds  were  present  each 
visit  to  JC  (CP);  in  Dan,  2  were  present  Sep.  15-Oct.  5  (MM);  and  1  was  3  mi.  NE 
Smithland,  Livingston  Co.,  Oct.  3  (BM,  KL).  A  single  Willet  was  present  at  JC,  Sep. 
5  (CP).  Spotted  Sandpipers  were  reported  from  scattered  localities:  1  was  at  BWMA, 
Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS),  and  2,  Aug.  9  (CP);  1  was  seen  at  Hick,  Aug.  2  (BM,  MM, 
MS)  and  2,  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  1-3  were  present  at  MCFH,  Aug.  28-Sep.  20 
(FB);  a  single  was  noted  at  JC,  Sep.  6  (CP);  11  were  at  LPew,  Sep.  8  (JH);  4  were  at 
the  Falls,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB),  and  Sep.  16  (BM);  and  2  were  at  DD,  Oct.  6  (MM).  A 
Ruddy  Turnstone  in  full  breeding  plumage  was  observed  at  JC,  Sep.  1  (CP)  and  Sep. 
2  (MMi).  Single  Sanderlings  were  seen  at  L#9,  Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS),  at  the  Falls, 
Aug.  23  (JB,  PB),  at  MCFH,  Aug.  28  and  Nov.  8  (FB),  at  SD,  Oct.  3  (LMc,  KOS  field 
trip),  and  on  OFL,  Oct.  22  (AR,  TR),;  1-3  were  present  at  JC,  Sep.  3-7  (CP,  MMi, 
HCh);  and  2  were  at  BH,  Sep.  12  (HCh,  Tom  Sherwood,  Sherri  Sherwood).  Three 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were  at  Bon,  Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS);  15+  were  seen  at 
L#9,  Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS);  6  were  at  Mitchell  Lake,  BWMA,  Aug.  2  (BM,  MM, 
BMIII),  and  4  there,  Aug.  21  (CP);  15+  were  noted  at  Hick,  Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS), 
and  25+  there,  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  up  to  5  were  present  at  MCFH,  Aug. 
5-Qct.  18  (FB);  2  were  at  Par,  Aug.  16  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  small  numbers  were  present 
daily  at  JC,  with  a  maximum  of  16,  Sep.  5  (CP);  20  were  at  BH,  Sep.  12  (CP);  6  were 
present  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB),  and  1  there,  Sep.  16  (BM);  and  a  single  was 
at  Dan,  Sep.  18  (MM).  There  were  two  Western  Sandpipers  at  Mitchell  Lake,  BWMA, 
Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS);  6  at  JC,  Sep.  3  (CP);  and  2  at  the  Falls,  Sep.  16  (BM).  One 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  was  at  MCFH,  Aug.  15  (FB).  A  single  Baird’s  Sandpiper 
was  reported  from  the  Falls,  Sep.  16  (BM).  Least  Sandpipers  were  fairly  common, 
especially  in  western  Kentucky,  where  4  were  at  Bon,  Aug.  2 
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(BM.  MM,  MS),  6  at  Mitchell  Lake,  BWMA,  Aug.  2  (BM.  MM,  BMIIIi,  10+  at  Hick. 
Aug.  2  (BM,  MM,  MS),  and  15+  there,  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  up  to  5  were 
present  at  MCFH,  Aug.  5-Oct.  17  (FB);  6  were  seen  at  Par,  Aug.  16  (BM.  MM.  BMIII); 
15  were  at  JC,  Sep.  4  (CP);  12  were  noted  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB),  2  on  Oct. 
24  (BM,  MM,  MS),  and  3  on  Sep.  16  (BM);  and  1  was  seen  at  Dan,  Sep.  21  (MM). 
Western  Kentucky  reports  of  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  7  from  L#9,  Aug.  2  (BM, 
MM.  MS),  2  from  Hick,  Aug.  2  (BM.  MM,  MS),  and  4,  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII), 
and  5  at  Mitchell  Lake,  BWMA  Aug.  2  (BM.  MM,  MS),  and  again.  Aug.  22  (BM, 
MM.  BMIII);  the  species  appeared  at  MCFH  Aug.  4,  reaching  a  peak  of  40  on  Aug. 
15  and  22,  and  remaining  through  Nov.  18  (FB);  1  was  noted  at  Par,  Aug.  16  (BM, 
MM.  BMIII);  2  were  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB).  and  1.  Sep.  16  (BM);  and  high 
counts  for  the  state  were  70  at  JC,  Sep.  4  (CP),  and  94  there,  Sep.  7  (MMi);  Dunlins 
were  present  at  MCFH,  Oct.  17-Nov.  8,  reaching  a  peak  of  18  birds  on  the  latter  date 
(FB);  1  was  at  CEL.  Oct.  19  (LMc);  4  were  seen  at  the  Falls.  Oct.  24  (BM,  MM,  MS); 
2  were  observed  on  the  marsh  above  Wysox  Lake,  PHSM,  Nov.  6  (KC,  HC);  and 
larger  flocks  were  noted  at  JC  with  32,  Oct.  27, >40,  Nov.  17/19  (CP),  and  16.  Nov. 
6  (HCh.  SL).  Eight  Stilt  Sandpipers  were  present  at  L#9,  Aug.  21  (CP);  and  singles 
were  noted  at  JC,  Sep.  3  (CP),  and  Sep.  7  (MMi).  Short-billed  Dowitchers.  identified 
by  call,  were  present  at  MCFh,  with  3,  Aug.  22  and  4,  Aug.  28  (FB).  Four  Dowitcher 
(sp.)  were  at  JC,  Sep.  7,  but  calls  were  not  heard  (CP).  Com.  Snipe  were  noted  at 
LPew  as  early  as  Oct.  10,  with  a  peak  of  13,  Nov.  11;  the  species  was  also  noted  at 
PHSM,  Nov.  6  (KC,  HC),  and  JC,  Nov.  6  and  19  (CP).  A  single  Am.  Woodcock  appeared 
at  LPew,  Nov.  11  (JH). 


Gulls  and  Terns  —  One  Franklin’s  Gull  was  on  the  Ohio  River,  Lou,  Nov.  1  (JB, 
PB);  and  5  were  at  JC,  Nov.  6  (CP).  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  present  on  the  Ohio 
River,  Lou  with  9,  Oct.  31  i  JB,  PB),  and  5,  Nov.  7  (BM);  4  were  at  JC,  Nov.  6  (CP); 
a  single  was  seen  at  A.  J.  Jolly  Lake,  Campbell  Co.,  Nov.  7  (LMc);  and  10  were  noted 
at  Ghent  Power  Plant,  Carroll  Co.,  Nov.  7  (LMc).  The  numbers  of  Ring-billed  Gulls 
at  BD  and  KD,  Aug.  1,  was  about  15  (BM,  MM,  MS),  but  by  Aug.  22,  numbers  had 
reached  500+  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  a  single  individual  was  seen  at  DD,  Sep.  23  (MM); 
the  species  appeared  at  MCFH  and  CRL  Oct.  30,  with  flocks  of  8-35  present  through 
Nov.  (FB);  and  4  were  seen  at  DL.  Nov.  7  (KN).  At  BD  and  KD.  1-4  Herring  Gulls 
were  present  Aug.  1  (BM,  MM,  MS)  and  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  a  single,  strange- 
plumaged  immature  was  present  at  the  Falls,  Nov.  3-5  (BM,  MM,  MS),  but  appeared 
to  be  this  species.  A  single  Caspian  Tern  was  noted  at  a  small  lake  off  1-65  south  of 
Lebanon  Junction,  Bullitt  Co..  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  2  were  at  the  Falls,  Aug. 
23  i  JB.  PB),  with  15  there,  Aug.  28  (MS);  1-2  were  at  JC,  Aug.  28-Sep.  23  and  Nov. 
7  (CP);  and  a  single  was  at  DD,  Sep.  15,  17  and  18  (MM).  One  Common  Terns  was 
observed  at  MCFH,  Sep.  19  (FB).  Single  Forster’s  Terns  were  present  at  the  Falls  1, 
Aug.  28  (MS)  and  on  OFL,  Sep.  21  (AR.  TR);  2-3  were  at  JC,  Sep.  15,  and  Nov.  16, 
17  &  19.  Two  Least  Terns  were  seen  1  mi.  N.  Sassafras  Ridge,  Fulton  Co.,  Aug.  2 
(BM,  MM,  MS);  25 +  ,  including  9  in  breeding  plumage  and  1  in  basic  plumage,  were 
at  Mitchell  Lake  BWMA,  Aug.  2  (BM,  MM.  MS),  with  23  still  there,  Aug.  28  (CP); 
and  1  was  noted  at  Hick,  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII).  There  were  4  Black  Terns, 
including  1  in  breeding  plumage,  at  BD,  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM.  BMIII);  10  were  at  MCFH, 
Aug.  22,  and  11,  Aug.  28  (FB);  16  were  at  JC,  Aug.  28,  with  lower  numbers  there 
through  Sep.  12  (MMi,  CP,  HCh);  and  1  was  noted  on  OFL,  Sep.  5  (AR.  TR). 


Cuckoos  through  Flycatchers  —  Single  Black-billed  Cuckoos  were  at  Mad, 
Aug.  29  (JH),  and  BCNP.  Sep.  20  (JB,  PB).  One  to  two  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were 
recorded  at  scattered  localities,  with  the  latest  report  of  2  at  SWMA.  Oct.  9  (KC,  LR);  a 


1993 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


9 


young  bird  out  of  nest  was  noted  at  Middle  Creek,  western  Boone  Co.,  Sep.  12  (LMc). 
The  only  report  of  an  E.  Screech-Owl  was  1  at  BPS,  Oct.  25  (KC).  One  to  two  Great 
Horned  Owls  were  present  throughout  the  season  at  BPS  (KC)  and  at  Cave  City, 
Barren  Co.  (MSt).  A  pair  of  Barred  Owls  was  occasionally  noted  during  the  season 
at  Cave  City,  Barren  Co.  (MSt);  2  were  at  BPS,  Oct.  25  (KC).  A  single  Short-eared 
Owl  was  observed  flying  at  dusk  along  Hwy.  #369,  Ohio  Co.,  Nov.  16  (KC,  HC).  Com. 
Nighthawks  were  conspicuous  migrants  during  the  season;  150  +  were  noted  at  Anch, 
Aug.  30;  229  were  counted  in  one  hour  at  Lou,  Sep.  1,  and  336  in  35  minutes,  Sep. 

2  (MS);  “several  hundred”  were  seen  at  Glasgow,  Barren  Co.,  Sep.  8  (SK);  and  the 
latest  report  was  of  17  at  Dan,  Oct.  15  (MS,  MM).  “Hundreds”  of  Chimney  Swifts 
were  in  Berea,  Madison  Co.,  Sep.  16  (AR,  TR);  250+  were  seen  at  Lou,  Oct.  10  (BM, 
MM);  and  the  latest  report  was  of  20  +  at  Dan  Oct.  15  (MS,  MM).  Eight  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds  were  at  BPS,  Aug.  11  (KC,  HC);  and  one  was  noted  at  LPew,  Sep.  10 
(JH).  Single  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  were  noted  at  Lou,  Sep.  30  (KC),  MCNP,  Oct. 

3  (JB,  PB),  BPS,  Oct.  24  and  Nov.  30  (KC,  HC),  5  mi.  N.  of  Birdsville,  Livingston 
Co.,  Oct.  3  (BM,  KL),  and  at  Dan,  Oct.  3  (MM).  One  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker  was 
observed  near  this  year’s  known  nesting  site  in  Daniel  Boone  National  Forest,  just 
east  of  Cumberland  Falls  State  Park,  Whitley  Co.,  Aug.  4  (MS).  Single  Olive-sided 
Flycatchers  were  reported  from  BCNP,Sep.  1  (JB,  PB),  Trimble  Co.,  Sep.  14  (JA), 
and  MCNP,  Sep.  19  (SK,  MSt,  CM).  Several  Acadian  Flycatchers  were  still  calling 
at  Murphey’s  Pond  and  BWMA,  Aug.  23  (BM,  MM,  BMIII).  Although  E.  Phoebes 
were  fairly  common  throughout,  there  was  but  a  single  report  of  2  at  SWMA,  Oct.  9 
(KC,  LR). 


Swallows  through  Vireos  —  An  estimated  10,000  swallows  were  present  in  Fulton 
Co.  from  Hickman  to  L#9,  Aug.  23  (BM,  MM,  BMIII),  with  the  following  identified: 
5,000+  Purple  Martin,  150+  Rough-winged,  40+  Bank,  15+  Cliff,  10+  Tree,  50  + 
Barn.  Fifteen  Purple  Martins  were  seen  at  Mad,  Aug.  15  (JH).  An  estimated  250 
Tree  Swallows  were  present  at  MCFH,  Aug.  1  (FB);  several  groups  noted  at  SWMA 
totaled  28 +  ,  Oct.  9  (KC,  LR).  One  Bank  Swallow  was  present  at  SWMA,  Oct.  10 
(MS,  KOS  field  trip),  the  latest  Ky.  record  by  8  days.  Young  Blue  Jays  out  of  the 
nest  being  fed  by  adults  were  seen  at  Lou,  Sep.  1  (DS).  More  than  a  half-dozen  Fish 
Crows  were  at  BWMA,  Aug.  23  (BM,  MM,  BMIII).  Two  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
were  in  BF,  Oct.  21  (MS).  Earliest  date  of  arrival  of  Brown  Creepers  was  4  individuals 
at  BCNP,  Oct.  4  (JB,  PB).  Three  Winter  Wrens  were  on  BCNP,  Oct.  2  (JB,  PB);  and 
singles  were  at  LPew,  Oct.  10  (JH),  at  MCFH,  Oct.  17  (FB),  and  near  LaGrange, 
Oldham  Co.,  Oct.  18  (MS).  The  single  report  of  Sedge  Wrens  was  of  3  at  SWMA,  Oct. 
10  (MS,  KOS  field  trip).  A  single  Marsh  Wren  was  observed  at  BCNP,  Oct.  4  (JB, 
PB).  Earliest  arrivals  of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  were  2  in  Cherokee  Park,  Lou, 
Oct.  2  (JB,  PB),  2  at  Birdsville,  Livingston  Co.,  Oct.  3  (BM,  KL),  and  1  at  Dan,  Oct. 
6  (MM).  Two  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  were  present  at  Cave  City,  Barren  Co.,  Sep.  30 
(MSt),  4  at  MCNP,  Oct.  3  (JB,  PB),  and  6  at  BPS,  Oct.  10-14, 19  (KC).  Three  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers  were  seen  feeding  young  at  BPS,  Aug.  11  (KC).  E.  Bluebirds  were 
widespread,  but  the  only  report  was  of  12  at  SWMA,  Oct.  9  (KC,  LR).  Catharus 
thrushes  were  “scarce  to  nonexistent”  in  Madison  Co.  ( AR,  TR).  Two  Hermit  Thrushes 
appeared  at  the  Falls,  Oct.  24  (BM,  MM,  MS).  Eight  Am.  Pipits  were  noted  at  JC, 
Sep.  12  (CP);  and  a  single  bird  was  at  MCFH,  Sep.  27  (FB).  A  flock  of  15-35  Cedar 
Waxwings  was  present  at  BPS  all  season  (KC);  there  were  also  reports  from  Anch 
(BM,  MM),  MCNP  (MSt),  and  Lou  (FM).  Two  White-eyed  Vireos  were  still  calling  in 
Livingston  Co.,  Oct.  3  (BM,  KL).  A  single  Solitary  Vireo  was  noted  at  SWMA,  Oct. 
9  (KC,  LR).  The  latest  report  of  Yellow-throated  Vireos  was  of  3  birds  at  MCNP,  Oct. 
3  (JB,  PB).  Single  Philadelphia  Vireos  were  observed  at  BCNP,  Sep.  19  and  Oct.  2, 
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with  2  on  Sep.  20  (JB,  PB);  and  1  was  noted  at  Munfordville,  Hart  Co.,  Sep.  27  (SK). 
A  Warbling  Vireo  was  noted  singing  at  LPew,  Sep.  1 1  (JH). 

Warblers  —  One  to  two  Blue-winged  Warblers  were  seen  at  BCNP,  Aug.  15  and 
23  (JB,  PB);  three  were  reported  from  Har,  Sep.  6  (FB);  1  was  at  Anch,  Sep.  12  (BM, 
MM);  and  1  was  noted  at  MCNP,  Oct.  3  (JB,  PB).  Single  Golden-winged  Warblers 
were  seen  at  BCNP,  Aug.  23  and  25  (JB,  PB),  and  at  MCNP,  Oct.  3  (JB,  PB).  There 
was  an  excellent  report  of  a  hybrid  "Brewster’s”  Warbler  from  Freeman  Lake, 
Elizabethtown,  Hardin  Co.,  Sep.  5  (RH).  Tennessee  Warblers  were  common  to  abun¬ 
dant  this  fall;  latest  date  was  of  1  at  BPS,  Oct.  19  (KC).  Single  Nashville  Warblers 
were  noted  at  BCNP,  Aug.  15  (JB,  PB),  and  at  NBSP,  Sep.  26  (JB,  PB).  One  N.  Parula 
was  at  BCNP,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB),  another  at  Anch,  Sep.  1  (BM,  MM),  and  3  were  seen 
in  Dan,  Sep.  23  (MM).  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  regularly  reported,  with  a  late 
date  of  1  at  Birdsville,  Livingston  Co.,  Oct.  3  (BM,  KL).  Magnolia  Warblers  were 
fairly  common,  with  the  latest  report  of  1  from  Westport,  Oldham  Co.,  Oct.  11  (BBC 
field  trip).  Two  Cape  May  Warblers  were  seen  at  NBSP,  Sep.  26  (JB,  PB).  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  appeared  at  MCNP  with  a  flock  of  10,  Oct.  3  (JB,  PB);  at  Birdsville, 
Livingston  Co.  with  a  small  flock,  Oct.  3  (BM,  KL);  at  BCNP  with  6,  Oct.  4  (JB,  PB); 
and  at  Dan  with  6,  Oct.  5  (MM).  Black-throated  Green  Warblers  were  fairly  common, 
with  the  latest  sighting  of  1  in  Dan,  Oct.  5  (MM).  Records  of  Blackburnian  Warblers 
were  of  1  at  BCNP,  Aug.  15  (JB,  PB),  1  at  Falls  of  the  Rough,  Breckinridge  Co,  Aug. 
30  (KC,  LR),  3  at  Har,  Sep.  6  (FB),  and  2  at  NBSP,  Sep.  26  (JB,  PB).  Seven  Yellow- 
throated  Warblers  were  noted  at  Har,  Sep.  6  (FB),  and  2  were  seen  at  MCNP,  Oct. 
3  (JB,  PB).  A  Pine  Warbler  was  singing  at  Mad,  Sep. 10-28  (JH);  there  was  1  noted 
at  BF,  Oct.  21  (MS).  Single  Prairie  Warblers  were  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  15  (JB,  PB), 
BCNP,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB)  and  Har,  Sep.  6  (FB).  A  sizeable  flock  of 60+  Palm  Warblers 
was  noted  at  Dan,  Sep.  24,  with  15  there,  Oct.  5  (MM);  1  was  at  MCNP,  Oct.  3  (JB, 
PB);  and  10  were  noted  at  Lou,  Sep.  30  (KC).  Bay-breasted  Warblers  were  common 
during  migration,  with  the  latest  report  of  1  in  Lou,  Oct.  24  (BM,  MM,  MS).  One  to 
four  Black-and-white  Warblers  were  noted  at  the  Falls,  Aug.  22  (JB,  PB),  at  BCNP, 
Aug.  15  and  23  (JB,  PB),  at  Harlan,  Sep.  6  (FB),  and  at  NBSP,  Sep.  26  (JB,  PB). 
Single  Am.  Redstarts  were  noted  at  Anch,  Aug.  16  (BM,  MM),  and  at  Cave  City, 
Barren  Co.,  Sep.  12  (MSt).  There  were  2  males  and  one  female  Prothonotary  Warblers 
at  BWMA,  Aug.  23  (BM,  MM,  BMIII).  Two  Worm-eating  Warblers  were  observed  at 
Har,  Sep.  6  (FB).  A  single  report  of  Ovenbird  was  of  5  birds  at  NBSP,  Sep.  26  (JB, 
PB).  Single  N.  Waterthrushes  were  on  BCNP,  Sep.  20  and  Oct.  2  (JB,  PB).  Kentucky 
Warblers  were  noted  at  BCNP,  Aug.  15  and  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB).  A  Mourning  Warbler 
was  present  on  BCNP,  Sep.  20  (JB,  PB).  There  was  but  a  single  report  of  Com. 
Yellowthroat,  1  at  SWMA,  Oct.  9  (KC,  LR).  Four  Hooded  Warblers  were  seen  at  Har, 
Sep.  6  (FB),  1  was  at  NBSP,  Sep.  26  (JB,  PB),  and  2  were  at  MCNP.  Oct.  3  (JB,  PB). 
Single  Canada  Warblers  were  recorded  from  BCNP,  Aug.  23  (JB,  PB),  and  at  Indian 
Fort  Mountain,  Madison  Co.,  Sep.  24  ( AR,  TR).  A  Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  observed 
at  Murphey’s  Pond,  Hickman  Co.,  Aug.  23  (BM,  MM,  BMIII). 

Tanagers  through  Finches  —  Single  Summer  Tanagers  were  noted  at  BD,  Aug. 
22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  at  Murphey’s  Pond,  Hickman  Co.,  Aug.  23  (BM,  MM,  BMIII); 
in  Anch,  Sep.  1  (BM,  MM);  and  5  mi.  N.  of  Birdsville,  Livingston  Co.,  Oct.  3  (BM, 
KL);  and  3  were  seen  at  Har,  Sep.  6  (FB).  A  Scarlet  Tanager  was  at  Falls  of  the 
Rough,  Breckinridge  Co.,  Aug.  30  (KC,  LR);  a  winter  male  was  seen  at  Birdsville, 
Livingston  Co.,  Oct.  3  (BM,  KL);  and  another  winter  male  visited  a  feeder  at  Pendleton, 
Trimble  Co.,  Nov.  22  &  23  (JA),  the  latest  Kentucky  record  by  three  weeks.  Rose¬ 
breasted  Grosbeaks  were  fairly  common,  with  an  early  record  at  Middle  Creek  Park, 
western  Boone  Co.,  Aug.  15  (LMc),  and  the  latest  report  from  Mad,  Sep.  28  (JH).  A 
Blue  Grosbeak  was  observed  at  Dan,  Sep.  15  (MM).  Indigo  Buntings  were  common. 
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with  the  latest  report  of  a  single  bird  at  EBPP,  Oct.  24  (LMc).  Two  singing  Dickcissels 
were  in  eastern  Carlisle  Co.,  Aug.  23  (BM,  MM,  BMIII);  1  was  noted  at  SWMA,  Oct. 
10  (MS,  KOS  field  trip).  The  latest  report  of  Chipping  Sparrows  was  of  several  in 
BF,  Oct.  21  (MS).  A  single  Vesper  Sparrow,  several  Savannah  Sparrows,  and  a  Gras¬ 
shopper  Sparrow  were  noted  at  SP,  Oct.  24  (MS,  MM).  A  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  was 
at  SWMA,  Oct.  10  (MS,  KOS  field  trip),  for  the  fifth  Kentucky  record.  One  Fox 
Sparrow  appeared  at  the  Falls,  Oct.  24  (BM,  MM,  MS).  Two  Swamp  Sparrows  at 
GRCP,  Oct.  27  (BS),  appears  to  be  the  earliest  report.  White-throated  Sparrows 
arrived  at  BCNP  with  4,  Sep.  23  (JB,  PB),  and  at  Middle  Creek  Park,  western  Boone 
Co.,  Sep.  26  (LMc).  An  adult  White-crowned  Sparrow  was  in  northeastern  Lou,  Oct. 
19  (AS),  and  one  was  at  GRCP,  Oct.  27  (BS);  a  flock  of  30-35  were  present  at  CRL, 
Oct.  23-Nov.  1  (FB).  The  earliest  reports  for  Dark-eyed  Juncos  was  of  1  at  Prospect, 
Oldham  Co.,  Oct.  13  (FM),  and  2  at  Anch,  Oct.  15  (BM).  Two  Bobolinks  were  at  the 
Falls,  Oct.  5  (MS),  and  2  were  at  SWMA,  Oct.  10  (MS,  KOS  field  trip).  A  single 
Brewer's  Blackbird  was  present  in  a  flock  of  15  Rusty  Blackbirds  near  McElroy  Lake, 
south  of  Bowling  Green,  Warren  Co.,  Nov.  21  (MS).  A  calling  N.  Oriole  was  present 
at  BD,  Aug.  22  (BM,  MM,  BMIII).  Purple  Finches  appear  to  be  scarce  this  year;  the 
species  was  heard  at  Mad,  Oct.  11-12  (JH),  and  there  were  singles  at  Lou,  Oct.  25 
( JB,  PB),  and  at  Anch,  Nov.  23  (BM,  MM).  House  Finches  were  abundant  and  continue 
to  increase  in  numbers  locally.  Pine  Siskins  appeared  at  EBPP  with  3,  Oct.  24  (LMc, 
JC,  KCa);  1  was  at  Berea,  Madison  Co.,  Nov.  21,  with  18  there,  Nov.  26  (AR,  TR); 
and  1  was  an  Anch,  Nov.  28  (BM).  An  adult  Am.  Goldfinch  was  feeding  bob-tailed 
young  out  of  the  nest  at  Pendleton,  Trimble  Co.,  Oct.  2  (JA). 

Contributors  —  Jon  Ahlquist  (JA),  Jane  Bell  (JB),  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Fred  Busroe 
(FB);  Joe  Caminiti  (JC),  Kathy  Caminiti  (KCa),  Hap  Chambers  (HCh),  Herbert  Clay 
(HC),  Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Dona  Coates  (DC),  Wayne  Davis  (WD),  James  Hancock 
(JH);  Richard  Healy  (RH),  Steve  Kistler  (SK),  Sally  Leedom  (SL),  Kenneth  Leggett 
(KL)],  Fred  Mansmith  (FM),  Lee  McNeely  (LMc),  Cap  Middleton  (CM),  Michael  Miller 
(MMi),  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.  (BM),  Burt  Monroe  III  (BMIII),  Mark  Monroe  (MM),  Kelly 
Nickles  (KN),  Clell  Peterson  (CP),  Lene  Rauth  (LR),  Art  Ricketts  (AR),  Tina  Ricketts 
(TR),  Helga  Schutte  (HS),  Bernice  Shannon  (BS),  Anne  Stamm  (AS),  Jack  Still  (JS), 
Michael  Stinson  (MS),  Tanya  Stinson  (TS),  Mitchell  Sturgeon  (MSt),  Don  Summerfield 
(DS). 

—  P.O.  Box  23447,  Anchorage  40223,  and  9101  Spokane  Way,  Louisville  40241. 
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MID-WINTER  BIRD  COUNT 

1992-1993 

Reports  of  25  counts  were  received  from  across  the  state.  A  total  of  124  species 
was  recorded  on  count  days,  109  of  which  are  represented  on  the  table.  Those  species 
observed  on  count  days  that  are  not  represented  on  the  table  include:  Red-throated 
Loon  (Land  Between  the  Lakes),  Eared  Grebe  (Green  River  Lake),  Cattle  Egret 
(Burlington),  two  Blue-winged  Teal  (Lexington),  Red-breasted  Merganser  (Land  Be¬ 
tween  the  Lakes),  Merlin  (Sorgho),  Sandhill  Crane  (Falls  of  the  Rough),  Least 
Sandpiper  (Land  Between  the  Lakes),  Franklin’s  Gull  and  Glaucous  Gull  (Land  Be¬ 
tween  the  Lakes),  Common  Barn  Owl  (Lexington),  Long-eared  Owl  (Paradise),  Gray 
Catbird  (Louisville),  Palm  Warbler  (Danville),  and  House  Wren  (Louisville,  southern 
Indiana  portion).  A  Peregrine  Falcon  (Louisville)  and  a  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
(Land  Between  the  Lakes)  were  observed  during  the  week  of  the  count.  In  addition, 
a  “pink-sided”  form  of  the  Dark-eyed  Junco  (Oregon  Junco)  was  observed  at  the  Land 
Between  the  Lakes  on  count  day.  There  were  seven  more  species  observed  this  year 
compared  with  last. 

The  temperature  extremes  reported  for  count  days  were  66°F  on  January  3  and 
15°F  on  December  26.  The  average  daily  temperature  during  the  count  period  was 
40°F,  which  was  rather  mild  and  about  the  same  as  last  year.  The  mild  weather 
might  have  accounted  for  the  fact  that  Canada  Goose,  Mallard  and  American  Black 
Duck  numbers  were  about  the  same  as  last  year,  but  lower  than  the  year  before  last 
when  December  temperatures  plummeted  to  record  breaking  lows.  Numbers  of  Lesser 
Scaup  and  Gadwall  increased,  whereas,  numbers  of  Wood  Duck  and  Green-winged 
Teal  decreased.  Numbers  of  Hooded  and  Common  Merganser  continued  to  increase 
significantly.  American  Coot  numbers  increased  from  138  last  year  to  1897  this  year. 
The  number  of  Gulls  and  raptors  remained  relatively  unchanged  with  the  exception 
of  Rough-legged  Hawks  which  declined  in  number.  American  Robins,  Cedar  Waxw- 
ings  and  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  were  clearly  difficult  to  find  this  year  throughout 
the  state.  Perhaps  these  species  numbers  were  lower  due  to  the  scarcity  of  Juniper 
cones.  Winter  finch  species  were  also  hard  to  find.  House  Finch  and  House  Sparrow 
numbers  seem  to  have  leveled  off.  Once  again,  it  seems  as  though  no  large  blackbird/ 
starling  roosts  were  encountered  in  count  areas.  The  number  of  Eastern  Bluebirds 
( 1949)  was  up  compared  with  the  number  last  year  (1715),  thus  continuing  the  growth 
trend.  Horned  Lark  numbers  were  diminished  significantly,  602  last  year  compared 
with  291  this  year.  Other  observations  of  interest  have  already  been  addressed  above 
or  can  be  found  in  the  comments  accompanying  the  description  for  each  count. 

In  order  to  be  included  in  the  count  and  considered  for  state  record  status, 
documentation  needs  to  be  considered  by  the  Kentucky  Bird  Record  Committee 
(KBRC)  for  unusual  sightings.  Two  species  observed  during  the  count  but  not  included 
in  this  report  remain  to  be  confirmed  by  the  KBRC.  Documentation  forms  will  be 
sent  to  those  compilers  on  whose  count  rare  species  were  observed. 

Thanks  are  sincerely  extended  to  all  participants,  particularly  those  who  submit¬ 
ted  verification  forms  for  unusual  sightings  and  those  who  included  interesting  com¬ 
ments  about  their  counts. 

BALLARD/SWAN  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREAS  (all  points  within  a  15- 
mile  diameter  circle,  center  Ballard  County  Wildlife  Management  Area.)  Habitat: 
Ohio  River  floodplain,  bottomland  hardwoods,  open  cultivated  fields  with  occasional 
cypress  sloughs  and  open  water.  Dec.  19;  8:00  a  m.  to  3:00  p.m.  Sky  cloudy  to  overcast 
all  day;  temp.  35  F  to  53  F;  Wind  SE,  5  m.p.h  All  water  open. 

One  observer  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  7  (1.5  on  foot,  5.5  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  56  (1  on  foot,  55  by  car).  Total  species  48;  total  individuals  17,006. 

Observer:  Gerald  Burnett  (compiler). 
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CALLOWAY  COUNTY  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Doug¬ 
las  Cemetery.)  Habitat  20%  lake  shore  and  streams,  20%  deciduous  and  pine  woods, 
25%  urban  and  residential  and  35%  pastures  and  open  fields.  Jan.  2;  6:00  a.m.  to 
4:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  26  F  to  50  F;  wind  ESE,  1-3  m.p.h. 

Fourteen  observers  in  7  parties.  Total  party-hours  54  (20  on  foot,  34  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  360  (16.5  on  foot,  253.5  by  car).  Total  species  81;  total  individuals 
11,650. 

Observers:  Phyllis  Brines,  Wally  Brines,  Hap  Chambers  (compiler),  Russell  Daw¬ 
son,  Veronica  Dunn,  Joe  Tom  Erwin,  Rick  Hokans,  Sally  Leedom,  Sally  Mills,  Mike 
Miller,  Carl  Mowery,  Clell  Peterson,  Shari  Sherwood  and  Tommy  Sherwood  Wendell 
Webb. 

LAND  BETWEEN  THE  LAKES  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle, 
center  Pisgah  Bay  Picnic  Ground.)  Habitat  lake  and  stream  shores  40%,  deciduous 
and  pine  woods  22%,  overgrown  and  cultivated  fields  28%  and  residential  and  small 
business  10%.  Dec.  19;  6:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  overcast  all  day;  temp.  35  F  to  52 
F;  wind  W,  8-12  m.p.h.  All  water  open. 

Twenty  three  observers  in  9  parties.  Total  party-hours  64  (45  on  foot,  19  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  412.5  (25.5  on  foot,  387  by  car).  Total  species:  97.  Total  individuals: 
15,326. 

Shorebirds,  tern,  Franklin  Gull  at  Jonathan  Creek;  Red-throated  Loon,  Glaucous 
Gull,  Pine  Warbler,  LeConte’s  and  Chipping  sparrows  were  in  the  dam  area;  “pink¬ 
sided”  Junco  and  Greater  Scaup  were  on  Kentucky  Lake  Drive. 

Observers:  Wally  Brines,  Happy  Chambers,  James  David  Chiles,  Kevin  Downs, 
Joe  Tom  Erwin,  Melissa  Fielder,  Dan  Frisk,  Melvin  Frisk,  Bob  Head,  Rick  Hokans, 
Sharon  Hutchinson,  Ruth  Jacquot,  Sally  Leedom,  Robert  Lewis,  Carl  Mowery  (com¬ 
piler),  Don  Parker,  Clell  Peterson,  Wendell  Peterson,  Ed  Ray,  Shari  Sherwood,  Tom 
Sherwood,  Pat  Wallace,  Steve  White. 

MARION  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Forest  Grove.) 
Habitat  open  fields,  woods,  creeks,  river  bottom  and  river.  Jan.  3;  6:00  a.m.  to  6:00 
p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  54  F  to  66  F;  wind  S,  5-15  m.p.h. 

Four  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  16  (14  on  foot,  2  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  24  (4  on  foot,  20  by  car).  Total  species  35;  total  individuals  1,766. 

Observers:  C.  L.  Frazer  (compiler)  and  Jackie  Frazer,  Jim  Frazer  and  Nina  Marie 
Frazer. 

SORGHO  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Ky.  279-S  and 
Audubon  Parkway.)  Habitat  open  fields,  weeds,  thickets,  backyard  arid  Ohio  River. 
Jan.  2;  8:00  a.m.  to  4:15  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  32  F  to  43  F;  wind  5-10  m.p.h. 

Sixteen  observers  in  5  parties.  Total  party -hours  41.25  (18  on  foot,  23.25  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  156  (12  on  foot,  144  by  car).  Total  species  51;  total  individuals  5,190. 

The  Merlin  was  seen  by  Bert  Powell  and  John  Humphrey. 

Observers:  Frances  Bell,  Tony  Eaden,  Joe  Ford,  Janet  Howard,  John  Humphrey, 
W.T.  Perkins,  Joyce  L.  Porter,  Bert  Powell,  Millie  Powell,  Anna  Lee  Stevenson, 
Tommy  Stevenson,  Marilee  Thompson,  Donna  Wilson,  Ed  Wilson  (Compiler),  Elinor 
Wilson  and  Julian  Wilson. 


1V101 
AlNflOO  Add3d 
MVSdVM 

NOiONiidna 

3TIIANVCI 

N019NIX33 

vi/m m  aaaaxx 
iaod>iNvad 

diiiAAanaHS 

dTIIASinOd 

lS3dOd  NldHNdda 
>idvd  xaaao  ddiio 

3XV3  ddAld  N33d9 
AlNIdOO  IdVH 
H9n0d  3H1  dO  STIVd 

M09SV39 

MdVd  1VNOI1VN  3AV0  HIOIAIIAIVW 
N33B9  9NHMOa 

asiavdvd 

XOOONVH 

N019NIA13A 

OH9dOS 

NOIdVIAl 

S3  W1  3H1  N33M138  ONVI 
AINDOO  AVMCmVO 

VWM  NVMS  QdVTIVa 


CO 

O) 

a> 

<NI 

<r> 

<j> 


(/) 

UJ 

o 

UJ 

0. 

m 


in  o  eg  o  o 

eg  o  o  co  o 

T-  T~  If) 


CO  Cg  O 

O  00  CD 
LD  O) 
eg  o> 


o  ■—  co  O 


eg  *  eg  to 


co  co  co 


■-  co  o  eg 


o  eg 


eg  O'  co  eg  co 


co  1-*- 


z|  :  M 

§  z 

LU  O  LU 
1  £  LU  § 

3|§S8 

ffl  q  O  <  Q 
'  5  9  Q 
5  <  O 


<  *  -  ° 


o 


o 

3 
Q 
*  O 


CL 
3 
< 
O 
CO 

o  oc 

LU  UJ 

Z  h- 

^  s 

cc  o 


;  cc 

:  UJ 
I- 
i  O 
i  O 

CO 
CL  O 

3  LU 

<  o 

O  2 
CO  ^ 
□C  < 
LU  LU 
CO  I- 
CO  x 


O  C\J 
CO  ■'t 
CO  CM 


u  i  u ,  i  u  j  ■  i  - 

CM  O  N  ID  N  W 


CM  O  CO  CD  CM  t- 
CM  LO  LO  CT) 
LO  O  r- 


i-  CM  CM  CM 


CO  CO  O  O 


O)  CD  i-7- 


CO  N  CM  O 


CO  N  *  7- 


LD  ^  CD  CM  co 


LO  O  CO  CO 


LO  LO  CM  CO 


§  -  - 


O-  CM  CO  7-  CM 


CM  CO  CD  CM 


CO  CO  LO 


CM  CM  CO 


s  a 


CM  O  CM  CO 


h-  CO  CD 


N  CO  O  CO 


CO  N  CM  ^  ^ 


-  8 


1  < 

o  g 

s  w 

5  2 

Q  g 


it  § 


< 

—  i  _ 

CC  _  \£  LU 

<  ^  3  LU 

-  1  1  ?  9 

o  c  i  “  2 

<  LLj  w  CC  9 

W  I  Q.W  I 

n  h  rr  0-  , 

jff  <Oq 

<  O  X  O  LU 

CD  2  CO  O  X 


¥ 

£ 

X  s 
X  Q- 

Q  h- 
LU  0 
0 


Q  0 


X 

I 
ft  “ 

Z 
X  X 


g§ 


o  X 

o  w 


!— 

O 

LU 

□ 

O 

X 

o 

0 

0 

0 

3 

z 

X 

0 

> 

o 

X 

0 

z 

0 

0 

_ 1 

0 

0 

0 

o 

z 

£ 

< 

0 

0 

Q 

3 

1- 

0 

o 

0 

Z 

h- 

0 

0 

0 

> 

0 

< 

X 

z 

< 

z 

X 

0 

X 

0 
_ l 

0 

X 

O 

z 

o 

UJ 

0 

o 

o 

z 

< 

X 

Eo 

z 

0 

j— 

a 

z 

X 

Q 

X 

f- 

0 

< 

0 

X 

0 

* 

X 

0 

0 

0 

z 

z 

X 

X 

o 

3 

o 

0 

X 

o 

z 

0 

O 

o 

o 

< 

XI 

o 

< 

Q 

0 

X 

X 

X 

X 

2 

£ 

o  _i 

X  ^ 

0  o 

LU  - 
LU  Q 


X 
X  LU 

UJ  ^ 

X  O 
0  LU 

go 

Is 

*  > 


j—  < 

0  UJ 
< 


x  O 

<  X 
CD  0 


_j  D 
Hi  LU 
CQ  X 


1V101 
A1NDOO  Add3d 
MVSdVM 

NOlONHdna 

3iiiANva 

N019NIX31 
VIAIM  ddadl* 
_LdOd>iNVdd 

311IAAai3HS 

311IASin01 

ISddOd  lAJI3HNd3a 
XdVd  X33dO  d3JLLO 
3W1  d3Ald  N33d9 
A1NDOO  IdVH 
HOnOd  3H1  dO  SllVd 

M09SV19 

XdVd  1VNOI1VN  3AV9  HIOWIAIVW 
N33d9  9NI1MOa 

3SiaVdVd 

>OOONVH 

N019NIA13A 

0H9d0S 

NOIdVIAJ 

S3>1V1  3H1  N33M±3a  ONV1 

AINPIOO  AVM011V9 

VWM  NVMS/QdVIlVa 


CO  o 
id  r^- 

T- 


cn  o 

o 

co  r- 

C\l  Tf 


CM  CO  LO 


O  O  LO  CO 


CM  C\J  CD  C\J  CM  CM 


CM  CM  N  CO  N  N 


h-  CD  CO  ID 


CM  N  CO  CM  CO 


CO  CM 
LO  h- 
i-  CD 


CM  O  i-  CO 


O  CO  CM  CO  CD 

t-  CM  i- 


CM  't  ID  r- 


CO  CM  O)  ID 


ID  CM  CD  CD 


"t  CO  LD  CO 


O  ID  O  CO 


CO  O)  t-  't  CM  ID  O) 


O)  CO  CD  CO  ID  CO  CO 


CO  CD 
I-  O 
ID 


ID  CO  N  'J  t- 


CO  CD  LD  CD  CO  LD 


05  CM 
CM  h» 
CM  CM 


N  CO  O)  CD 


ID  i-  h-  CO 


CO  t—  N  r-  CM  LD 


CM  CM  t- 


CD  CO  N  ^  O’  O) 
CO  ■»-  T— 


CONCMNCMCDt-CDCOCO 


CM  CD  CO  N  CO 


CM  CD 
CO 


CM  CD  LD  CO  CM 


ID  CD  O  "tf 


t—  CD  CM  N  CM 


LD  CM  CO  ID  N  CM 


N  ^  CD  CD 


^  r-  o  cm 


CD  N  05  N  lO  CM 


CO 

CD 

■^t  i- 


C005CMWt-COCMCOCO'TCD05 


t-  CD  N  05  ^  ^  CM 


CD  CM 
CD  CO 
CM  CM 


05  ID  O  ’t  05  CO  CM 


ID  CM  CM  CO 


CC 

LU 


Z 

5 


z 

3 

o 

o 

o 

DC 

CD 


Q_  LU 
O  CL 

O  Q 

o  o 

*§ 

I  5 

o  < 

Q  X 


1 8 
i? 

CC  Q 

LU  LU 
X  h- 
h-  < 
X  _ 

O  d 


l-H  (f) 


LLJ  ~ 5  d  I 


Q 

< 

_  * 
O  O 
cc  x 
o  o 

§  < 

<  z 

y  □ 

CC  o 

LU  CC 

^  < 

<  o 


.  X 
X  o 
CD  ^ 

£  § 
£  Q 


o 
z 
z  * 

LU 

CC  QC 

g  9 

—  2j  w 
O  k  Q 
i  z  9 

O  g  o 


Q 

in  *  z 
_l  CD  X  ^ 
O  LU  LO  co 
Z  ID  3  O 


*  CD 
CC  Z 
O  CC 

>  I" 

CD  LO 

3  < 

CC  LU 


NCMNCOcDt-NCOCO^'J 

^NinOOl^CONW  co 


oiincocricvjoj’- 

r-cxjoncoco’- 

CM  LD  CO  00 


^■or-or-ocnr-r^co 


c\j  in  in  co  O) 


t-  co  CM 


r^.  t-  co  o 


in  co  n  co  in  ^  ^ 


in  m  cm  co  o  co  01 

m  m  co  o  co  co 

CO  CM  CO 
CO  t- 


'tO^lO^tOLONCncO’-CMCM 

N’-incoiotomco't  co  i- 
<m  cm  in 


o  co  o  co  ■*-  in 


N  CM  CD  O  N 


'T  CO  O  CM 


CO  co  00  O  CO  o 


CO  CO  CM  CO  O  CO 


m  in  co  ^  n 


M-CMCO’-OCMCD’-O 


in  co  o 
o  in  cm 
co 


co  in  n 
CO  00  o 
't  CO  CM 


co  m  M’  O) 


cc 

Q  x 
£  a) 
CD  < 
CD  CC 

O  £ 

^  o 

.  cc 

2  CD 


CC  □  _l 

|£g£ 
1 1  g  I 

Q_<LUZrr 

>  X  Lll  > 

CC  CC  liJ  0-  n 

LLJ  <  O  O  2 

b  Q  CD  CC  j 

i  111  o  3  LU 

5  o  j  in  > 


Q  X 

<  o 

o  h- 


CD  _ 
CC  CC 


<  LU  (/)  LiJ 
^  I  D  CC 

?  O  3  ^ 
0.  2  CE  < 


§§ 

cc  cc 

CC  CE 
<  < 
0.  X 

c d  c d 
O 


O 

cc 

cc 

< 

0-  w 

co  O 


g 

o 

CC 

g  o  < 
O  X  0. 
cc  CE  co 
cc  <  „ 
<  CL  CE 
5  CO  x 
CO  CL  . 

O  §  £ 

z  <  — 

CO  CO  > 


CD 


log 

8)  ^  Q 

Q  LU 
CC  LiJ  CD 
O  >  ^ 
V  LU  c 

LU  •  ^ 

^  CE  Q 
X  <;  yj 

^  Q  CC 


w  i — i 

5  *  x 


Q 
^  X 
X  CD 
<  * 

g^ 

R  o 


Q 
X 
LU  X 


O  X 
O  CD 


O  g 

i  |  I 

LU  ^ 

j  lli  co 

1  CO 
X  3  W 
3  0? 
XIX 


x  O 
O  x 

2  X 

§S 

O  LU 
CD  co 

2  O 
<  X 


n  O)  m 
CM  CM  CM 
O  CO 

O)  CO 

t-  m  cm 

Q  CO 


O)  oo  co  m 
t-  co  cn  cm 

Q  CD 


O)  CM  CO  o 
r-  co  co  in 

Q  CM 


CM  O  CO  CO 


CD  N  N  CO 


co  (Ji  o  in 


O  CO  CO  CM 
CM  CO  CM  CO 

Q  ^ 


CO  CO  CO 
CM  in  N 
Q  £ 


0)0^^ 


CO  CO 

in 

o  co 


CO  CO  O  CM 

O  T-  O 

CD  CO  00  CM 

T-  ^  T-  T- 

Q  CO 

CM  t—  O  CO 

~ )  in  CT)  t- 


CD  CD 

<  £ 

9  £ 

>  4J 

3  §  CD 

2  ?  O 


o  m  ? 

> 

< 

Q 


Birds  observed  during  the  count  period,  but  not  on  the  county  day.  These  birds  are  not  counted  in  the  total  for  individuals. 
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YELVINGTON  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Kentucky  High¬ 
way  405  and  junction  at  Route  662  at  Yelvington,  Ky.)  Habitat  Ohio  River  Bottoms, 
Blackford  Creek,  Carpenter’s  Lake,  Daviess  County  Fish  and  Game  Farm,  and  feeders 
at  Powell’s  and  Ray’s.  Dec.  19;  8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  42  F  to  50 
F;  wind  5-10  m.p.h.  Poor  visibility. 

Twelve  observers  in  4  parties.  Total  party-hours  20  (3  on  foot,  17  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  36  (10  on  foot,  26  by  car).  Total  species  46;  total  individuals  1,318. 

Very  poor  showing  of  waterfowl.  Also  absent  were  several  species  that  we  nor¬ 
mally  would  have  found.  The  finding  of  35  Eastern  Bluebirds  is  of  note.  We  should 
have  found  many  Horned  Larks  in  the  extensive  fields  in  the  river  bottoms,  but  we 
did  not  find  a  single  one.  Altogether  a  discouraging  count. 

Observers:  Joe  Ford,  Jan  Howard,  Dr.  Michael  Kavolus,  Amy  Lee,  A.  L.  Powell 
(compiler),  Millie  Powell,  Carol  Ray,  Marshall  Ray,  Marvin  Ray,  Maudie  Ray, 
MariLee  Thompson  and  Wendell  Thompson. 

HANCOCK  COUNTY  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Pates- 
vi lie. )  Habitat  woodland,  open  fields  and  creek  bottom.  Jan.  3;  7:20  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m. 
Sky  overcast;  temp.  45  F  to  48  F;  wind  10  mph.  Strong  gusts  of  wind. 

Two  observers  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  6  (6  on  foot,  0  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  8  (8  on  foot,  0  by  car).  Total  species  18;  total  individuals  90. 

Observers:  Roseann  Radzelovage  (compiler)  and  Walt  Radzelovage. 

PARADISE  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  at  Hopewell 
Cemetery  in  southern  Ohio  County.)  Habitat  30%  grasslands,  20%  woodlands,  20% 
farmland,  20%  brushy  edges  and  fields,  10%  lakes  and  streams.  Dec.  27;  5:00  a.m. 
to  5:15  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  20  F  to  41  F;  SW,  0-10  m.p.h.  Light  to  moderate 
showers  in  late  afternoon;  1-2  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground. 

Eight  observers  in  4  parties.  Total  party-hours  35.5  (17  on  foot,  18.5  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  277  (4  on  foot,  273  by  car).  Total  species  80;  total  individuals  16,916. 

Late  afternoon  showers  brought  most  birding  activity  to  an  early  end.  A  Prairie 
Falcon  was  seen  on  the  afternoon  prior  to  the  count,  but  could  not  be  located  on  count 
day.  Raptor  totals  were  about  average  except  for  Rough-legged  Hawks,  which  were 
very  scarce  (only  6  compared  with  previous  low  of  18  and  previous  high  of  33).  The 
long-eared  Owl  was  seen  at  the  Muhlenberg  County  location  where  the  species  has 
been  found  on  past  counts.  Wild  Turkeys  were  seen  by  two  parties.  The  two  Pine 
Warblers  were  observed  in  widely  separated  locations,  one  in  each  county.  Berry-eat¬ 
ing  species  (e.g.,  American  Robin,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Yellow-rumped  Warbler)  were 
absent  or  observed  in  low  numbers  and  winter  finches  were  very  hard  to  find  or  absent. 

Observers:  Jane  Bell,  Pat  Bell,  Robert  Dever,  Tony  Eaden,  Diane  Ebel,  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (compiler),  Don  Parker,  and  Joyce  Porter. 

BOWLING  GREEN  (all  points  within  a  L5-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Three 
Springs,  six  miles  south  of  Bowling  Green.  Habitat  deciduous  forests  20%,  fields  and 
pastures  10%  and  town  and  parks  10%.  Dec.  21;  4:30  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Sky  cloudy; 
temp.  26  F  to  49  F;  wind  NW,  0-3  m.p.h.  Light  drizzle  in  late  p.m. 

Six  observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  10.75  (2.25  on  foot,  8.5  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  77  (5  on  foot,  72  by  car).  Total  species  46;  total  individuals  2,450. 
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Observers:  Amy  Bruenderman,  Lester  Doyle,  Blaine  Ferrell  (compiler),  Dick 
Lord,  Wayne  Mason,  Betsy  White. 

MAMMOTH  CAVE  NATIONAL  PARK  (center  and  habitat  as  described  in  1980.) 
Dec.  20;  6:15  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy:  temp.  38  F  to  43  F;  W,  0-8  m.p.h. 

Three  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  13.25  (3.25  on  foot,  10  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  91.5  (8.5  on  foot,  83  by  car).  Total  species  37 ;  total  individuals  513. 

Observers:  Amy  Bruenderman,  Blaine  Ferrell  (compiler),  Wayne  M.  Mason. 

GLASGOW  (center  and  habitat  as  described  in  1986.)  Jan.  1;  6:45  a.m.  to  4:15 
p.m.  Sky  heavily  overcast;  temp.  32  F  to  40  F;  N,  5-10  m.p.h. 

Four  observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  25.5  ( 12  on  foot,  13.5  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  83.5  (11.5  on  foot,  72  by  car).  Total  species  61;  total  individuals  2,637. 

It  was  a  difficult  day  for  birders  in  that  most  birds  were  holding  tight  to  cover 
and  were  hard  to  flush.  The  most  exciting  find  was  the  immature  Bald  Eagle  at 
Bailey’s  Point  (Barren  River  Reservoir),  but  the  most  interesting  find  was  the  overly 
anxious  Barred  Owl  that  “attacked”  the  pull-over  ski  hat  of  one  of  our  observers  and 
ripped  off  the  little  white  ball!  Duck  hunters  were  plentiful  at  the  reservoir  and 
apparently  had  forced  all  of  the  waterfowl  into  a  secluded  cove  between  the  Peninsula 
boat  ramp  and  Bailey’s  Point. 

Observers:  Marquita  Gillenwater,  Wayne  M.  Mason  (compiler),  Dr.  Russell  Starr 
and  Frank  Wade. 

FALLS  OF  THE  ROUGH  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  at 
the  intersection  of  Ky.  Hwy.  54  and  U.S.  Hwy.  79,  Short  Creek,  Kentucky  in  Grayson 
County.)  Habitat  cultivated  fields,  old  fields,  woodlands,  river  bottoms,  streams, 
Rough  River  Lake,  watershed  lakes  and  ponds.  Dec.  19;  5:00  a.m.  to  4:45  p.m.  Sky 
clear  at  5:00  a.m.,  cloudy  from  6:00  a.m.  on;  temp.  35  F  to  55  F;  wind  S,  0-5  m.p.h. 

Four  observers  in  4  parties.  Total  party-hours  21  (4  on  foot,  17  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  191  (3  on  foot,  188  by  car).  Total  species  70;  total  individuals  2,184. 

Observers:  Herbert  Clay,  Kathryn  Clay,  Tony  Eaden  and  Joyce  Porter  (compiler). 

HART  COUNTY  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Craddock 
Road  and  Geralds  Lane.)  Habitat  fields,  woodland,  Green  River,  and  a  large  pond. 
Dec.  21;  6:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Sky  overcast;  temp.  28  F  to  35  F;  wind  calm. 

Six  observers  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  10  (5  on  foot,  5  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  70  (4  on  foot,  66  by  car).  Total  species  48;  total  individuals  1,863. 

Observers:  Bruce  Bardin,  John  Brittain,  Carol  Friedman,  Steve  Kistler  (com¬ 
piler),  Randy  Seymour,  and  Mitchell  Sturgeon. 

GREEN  RIVER  LAKE  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Green 
River  Memorial  Church,  Taylor  County,  Kentucky.)  Habitat  large  and  small  lakes, 
ponds,  open  fields,  woods,  brushy  fields,  river  banks,  feeders  and  roadsides.  Dec.  26; 
7:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  clear;  temp.  15  F  to  34  F;  wind  0-5  m.p.h.  Ground  had 
about  2-3  inches  of  snow  cover;  roads  were  icy. 

Four  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  12  (6  on  foot,  6  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  49  (6  on  foot,  43  by  car).  Total  species  54;  total  individuals  3,778. 
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Observers:  Lloyd  Curry  (compiler),  Richie  Kessler,  Marianne  Moore  and  Jim 
Shoopman.  Feeder  watchers  =  Sarah  Durham,  Sonya  Kessler,  Terry  Mill  and  Lettie 
Moore. 

OTTER  CREEK  PARK  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as 
described  in  1972.)  Habitat  brushy  fields  22%,  woodlands  30%,  farmland  34%,  ponds, 
creeks  and  river  14%.  Dec.  12;  8:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy  all  day;  temp.  40  F 
to  50  F;  wind  S,  7-10  m.p.h. 

Eleven  observers  in  5  parties.  Total  party-hours  39.5  (14  on  foot,  25.5  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  273.5  (8.5  on  foot,  265  bv  car).  Total  species  51;  total  individuals 
3,238. 

Species  count  was  way  below  normal  (51  compared  with  61  in  1991  and  66  in 
1990).  Blackbirds  were  completely  missing  except  for  seven  Brown-headed  Cowbirds. 
The  adult  Bald  Eagle  was  observed  by  Schutte  and  Lawrence.  Eastern  Bluebirds 
(192)  and  American  Goldfinches  (181)  were  more  abundant  than  normal.  Northern 
finches  were  scarce.  American  Kestrel’s  were  at  a  high  total  of  33. 

Observers:  Mary  B.  Bauer,  Lloyd  Curry,  Wayne  Dahl,  Mike  Erik,  Frank  Krull, 
Jr.,  John  Krull,  Celia  Lawrence,  Fred  Mansmith.  Doxie  Noonan,  Jim  Pasikowski 
(compiler)  and  Helga  Schutte. 

BERNHEIM  FOREST  (center  and  habitat  as  described  in  1974.)  Jan.  1;  7:45 
a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  25  F  to  28  F;  N-NW,  0-10  m.p.h.  Water  mostly 
open;  light  snow  flurries  during  the  day. 

Ten  observers  in  5  parties.  Total  party-hours  35  (20  on  foot,  15  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  220  (10  on  foot,  210  by  car).  Total  species  62;  total  individuals  5,085. 

Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  present  in  low  numbers,  waxwings  were  absent 
and  winter  finches,  most  notably  Purple  Finches,  were  missing.  The  dreary  day  was 
probably  responsible  for  a  lower-than-normal  number  and  variety  of  raptors. 

Observers:  Jane  Bell,  Pat  Bell,  Steve  Figg,  Richard  Healy,  Jr.,  Chris  Knight, 
Celia  Lawrence,  Tim  Love,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (compiler),  Lene  Rauth  and 
Tony  Smith. 

LOUISVILLE  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  jet.  Hwys.  42 
and  22,  as  described  in  1972.)  Habitat  as  described  in  1972.  Dec.  20;  7:30  a.m.  to  5:30 
p.m.  Sky  overcast;  temp.  35  F  to  42  F;  wind  N,  5-20  m.p.h. 

Thirty-two  observers  in  11  parties.  Total  party-hours  89  (46  on  foot,  43  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  530  (40  on  foot,  490  by  car).  Total  species  83;  total  individuals  31,423. 

Numbers  of  individuals  were  more  than  twice  last  year,  primarily  due  to  the 
presence  of  a  local  blackbird/starling  roost  near  the  count  area.  High  counts  were 
established  for  Eastern  Phoebe  (3)  and  House  Finch  (532),  the  latter  species  continuing 
its  dramatic  population  explosion.  Rarest  birds  were  a  House  Wren  and  Gray  Catbird, 
both  of  which  have  occurred  previously;  both  were  seen  by  multiple  and  experienced 
observers  under  excellent  conditions. 

Observers:  Garrett  Adams,  Win  Ahrens,  Janet  Aylward,  Mary  Bauer,  David 
Beckman,  Jane  Bell,  Pat  Bell.  Julie  Campbell,  Kathryn  Clay,  Robert  Dever,  Bo 
Johnson,  Frank  Krull,  Jr.,  John  Krull,  Colin  Lindsay,  Tim  Love,  Fred  Mansmith, 
Jim  McFarland,  Burt  Monroe  III,  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.  (compiler),  Mark  Monroe,  Dot 
Muntan,  Martha  Pike,  Bob  Quaife,  Lene  Rauth,  George  Rodgers,  Ginny  Rommel, 
Helga  Schutte,  Anne  Stamm,  Mike  Stinson,  Don  Summerfield,  Midge  Susie  and 
Major  Waltman  (Beckham  Bird  Club). 
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SHELBY VILLE  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  0.75  miles 
south  of  U.S.  60  and  Guist  Creek  Lake  on  KY  Highway  714.)  Habitat  elevation 
640'-1190\  farm  land,  fallow  land,  residential,  wooded  and  grassland.  Jan.  3;  8:00 
a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Overcast,  misty  rain;  temp.  48  F  to  56  F;  wind  S,  10-15  m.p.h.  Damp 
gray  day. 

Five  observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  22  (3  on  foot,  19  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  292  (3  on  foot,  289  by  car).  Total  species  49;  total  individuals  5,470. 

Starlings  were  everywhere.  No  mistaking  the  male  Pintail,  nor  the  Mallard  x 
Black  Duck  hybrid  which  was  with  5  Mallards,  four  Black  Ducks  and  a  Pintail.  It 
had  a  greenish  head  with  a  Black  Duck’s  body. 

Observers:  Iris  Brown,  Todd  Brown  and  W.  H.  Brown  (compiler),  Peggy  Der- 
ryberry  and  James  Derryberry. 

FRANKFORT  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described 
in  1972.)  Habitat  as  described  in  1977.  Dec.  19;  6:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  clear  in 
a.m.,  cloudy  in  p.m.;  temp.  35  F  to  53  F;  wind  SW,  8-20  m.p.h. 

Thirteen  observers  in  6-7  parties.  Total  party-hours  27.75  (11  on  foot,  16.75  by 
car).  Total  party-miles  198.5  (7.5  on  foot,  191  by  car).  Total  species  47;  total  individuals 
3,137. 

Observers:  James  Derryberry,  Margaret  Derryberry,  Peggy  Derryberry  (com¬ 
piler),  James  Durell,  David  Fairchild,  Jeff  Fairchild,  Scott  Hankla,  Pat  Hankla, 
Virginia  Honaker,  Chris  Hoskins,  Margaret  LaFontaine,  Janie  Price  and  Tim  Wil¬ 
liams. 

KLEBER  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREA  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diame¬ 
ter  circle,  center  and  habitat  as  described  in  1977.)  Jan.  2;  7:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Sky 
cloudy;  temp.  28  F  to  39  F;  wind  E,  7-10  m.p.h. 

Six  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  28  (13.5  on  foot,  14.5  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  174  (12  on  foot,  162  by  car).  Total  species  40;  total  individuals  1,538. 

Observers:  W.  P.  Caine,  W.  H.  Brown,  Margaret  Derryberry,  Peggy  Derryberry 
(complier),  Jeannie  Suchanek  and  Tim  Towles. 

LEXINGTON  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  cicle,  center  East  Hickman 
Church  and  Tates  Creek  Road.)  Habitat  woods,  fields,  urban  parks,  city  reservoir, 
Kentucky  River,  steams,  pastureland  and  feeders.  Dec.  19;  5:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Sky 
overcast  a.m.,  light  rain  p.m.;  temp.  40  F  to  53  F;  wind  S,  8.1  m.p.h.  Unseasonably 
warm. 

Fifty  observers  in  10  parties.  Total  party-hours  86  (34.5  on  foot,  51.5  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  503  (33  on  foot,  470  by  car).  Total  species  82;  total  individuals  10,263. 

Observers  felt  that  the  warm  weather  caused  dispersal  with  lower  numbers 
overall.  There  were  12  feeder  watchers  and  38  observers  in  the  field. 

Observers:  Gwen  Babbage,  Jo  Bisk,  Beth  Bisk,  Earl  Boggs,  Mabel  Boggs,  Sonny 
Boggs,  Rose  Canon,  Manton  Cornette,  Ruth  Davis,  Phyllis  Deal,  Ed  Demoll,  Lyda 
Feck,  Tom  Filardo,  Jean  Flynn,  Michael  Flynn,  Jonathan  Glixson,  Donna  Jackson, 
Irma  Johnson,  Ruby  Johnston,  Walter  Johnston,  Lou  Kirkland,  Terri  Koontz,  Mike 
Lornton,  Betty  Maxson, Robert  O.  McNeece.Bob  Morris,  Mark  Morgan,  Carla  Mulcher, 
Charlotte  Parsons,  Steve  Peavy,  Glenn  Raliegh,  Art  Ricketts,  Tina  Ricketts,  Philip 
Roca,  Ed  Seiler,  Mary  Snyder,  Richard  Staffer,  Mary  Strong,  Chuck  Susie,  Michelle 
Susie,  David  Svetich,  Marie  Sutton,  Andrew  Uterhart,  Marion  Uterhart,  Sally 
Wasielewski  (compiler),  Clara  Weiland,  Jim  Williams,  Jim  Wilson,  Bernice  Wood 
and  Ben  Yandell. 
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DANVILLE  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Boyle  County 
Courthouse.)  Habitat  water/edge  12%,  urban  4%,  cultivated  11%,  field/fence  46%, 
wooded/edge  25%  and  feeder  2%.  Dec.  19;  8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Sky  partly  cloudy 
a.m.  to  cloudy  in  p.m.;  temp.  40  F  to  54  F. 

Twenty-five  observers  in  8  parties.  Total  party-hours  67  (24.5  on  foot,  42.5  by 
car).  Total  party-miles  531  (27  on  foot,  504  by  car.)  Total  species  68;  total  individuals 
30,693. 

Observers:  Ed  Caldwell,  Spencer  Closson,  Bob  Corcoran,  Ginny  Eklund,  Neil 
Eklund  (compiler),  Tobin  Foster,  Mrs.  Tom  Foster,  Mort  Hoagland,  Tom  Kearns,  J. 
W.  Kemper,  Gail  Manning,  Tom  McKune,  Alex  Nichols,  John  B.  Nichols,  Robert 
Pendygraft,  Liz  Perkins,  Herb  Petitjean,  Margaret  Rimstidt,  Jim  Roessler,  Joe  Rus¬ 
sell,  Ralph  Schiefferle,  Greg  Simmons,  Joan  Smith,  Charles  Vahlkamp  and  Maynard 
Van  Horn. 

BURLINGTON  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  at  Camp 
Michaels  near  Union,  KY.)  Habitat  woodland  and  forest  edge  30%,  farmland  and 
fields  30%,  streams  and  river  35%  and  residential  5%.  Jan.  2;  6:00  a.m.  to  6:15  p.m. 
Sky  cloudy;  temp.  25  F  to  36  F;  wind  SW,  0-10  m.p.h.  All  water  open. 

Fourteen  observers  in  4  parties.  Total  party-hours  36.5  (22  on  foot,  14.5  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  193(11  on  foot,  182  by  car).  Total  species  63;  total  individuals  3,194. 

Best  finds  included  a  white-phase  Snow  Goose  at  the  East  Bend  Power  Plant 
and  an  extremely  late  Cattle  Egret  found  at  the  edge  of  a  wooded  farm  pond  in 
western  Boone  County. 

Observers:  Brenda  Bellamy,  John  Bellamy,  Vivian  Brun,  Joe  Caminiti,  Kathy 
Caminiti,  Elaine  Carroll,  Kevin  Flowers,  Diane  Markesberry,  Lee  McNeely  (com¬ 
piler),  Carmen  Schulte,  Tommy  Stephens,  Ralph  Wilmhoff,  Steve  Wilmhoff  and  Gil¬ 
bert  Zembrodt.  Feeder  watchers  were  Barb  Beckerich,  Pat  Carroll  and  Marjorie  Hill. 

WARSAW  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Gallatin  County 
Courthouse.)  Habitat  river  and  shore  35%,  open  field  and  farmland  30%,  woodland 
and  forest  edge  30%  and  residential  5%.  Dec.  19;  7:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy; 
temp.  39  F  to  52  F;  wind  SW,  5-10  m.p.h.  All  water  open. 

Seven  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  15  (5  on  foot,  10  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  181  (3  on  foot,  178  by  car).  Total  species  58;  total  individuals  1,821 

The  vulture  flock  at  the  Ghent  Power  Plant  was  down  from  recent  years,  though 
more  Turkey  Vultures  were  present.  Many  common  species  were  found  in  unusually 
low  numbers. 

Observers:  Joe  Caminiti,  Joey  Caminiti,  Kathy  Caminiti,  Frank  Lewandowski, 
Lee  McNeely  (compiler),  Tommy  Stephens  and  Gene  Wolfe. 

PERRY  COUNTY  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Sam 
Campbells  Branch,  Perry  County.)  Habitat  mixed  upland  forest,  disturbed  by  surface 
mining  (reclaimed).  Dec.  27;  6:30  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m.  Sky  clear  to  cloudy;  temp.  23  F; 
wind  calm. 

One  observer  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  14  (12  on  foot,  2  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  15.  Total  species  29;  total  individuals  325. 

Good  number  of  most  common  species.  Didn't  find  some  species  that  I  know  are 
there,  such  as  Wood  Duck,  American  Robin  and  Yellow-rumped  Warbler. 

Observers:  Don  Spencer  (compiler). 
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SECOND  REPORT  OF  THE 
KENTUCKY  BIRD  RECORDS  COMMITTEE 

By  Bukt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.,  Secretary 

This  report  is  the  second  annual  one  of  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee 
(hereafter  KBRC),  covering  actions  completed  during  the  calendar  year  1992.  The 
committee’s  primary  charge  is  to  determine  the  validity  of  records  of  rare  birds  within 
Kentucky,  to  maintain  the  documentation  materials  for  these  records,  and  to  publish 
annually  a  summary  of  the  deliberations  of  the  KBRC.  During  1992,  the  KBRC 
consisted  of  the  following  five  members:  Blaine  Ferrell,  Fred  Loetscher,  Burt  Monroe, 
Jr.  (Secretary),  Mike  Stinson,  and  Anne  Stamm. 

In  1992,  there  were  four  rounds  of  circulations  through  the  KBRC  involving  10 
cases  (including  completion  of  three  started  in  1991).  Thus,  there  were  10  individual 
records  finalized  in  1992,  and  the  report  of  these  follows. 

Accepted  records: 

Aechmophorus  occidentalis.  WESTERN  GREBE.  (#92-71  March  8,  1992,  Green 
River  Lake,  Taylor  County.  Seen  by  others,  including  on  March  1  by  a  KBRC  member 
(MS).  Although  not  photographed,  all  observations  are  consistent  with  facial  pattern 
for  occidentalis,  not  clarkii  (KC,  JE). 

Gavia  arctica/pacifica.  ARCTIC/PACIFIC  LOON.  [#92-4]  May  3,  1992,  above 
Kentucky  Dam,  seen  from  U.S.  62,  Marshall  County.  Seen  following  day  by  several 
other  observers.  Nothing  in  documentation  suggests  either  species,  although  likely 
a  Pacific  Loon  and  perhaps  even  the  individual  photographed  in  1991  ( MS,  BM,  MM ). 

Podiceps  grisegena.  RED-NECKED  GREBE.  [#91-2J  November  9,  1991,  “Ash 
Pond”  formed  by  Dix  Dam  at  K.U.  Plant,  near  Burgin,  Mercer  County  (FL,  WK). 

PI  egad  is  sp.  ?  WHITE-FACED/GLOSSY  IBIS.  [#91-16]  October  23,  1991,  Minor 
E.  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County  (MH,  LK).  This  bird  was  also  seen  (and 
photographed)  by  many  other  observers  through  1  November;  determination  to  species 
was  not  possible,  but  most  KBRC  members  believed  it  likely  a  Glossy  Ibis  (P.  falcinel- 
lus).  [First  Kentucky  record  of  the  genus  supported  by  photographic  evidence.] 

Tyrannus  forficatus.  SCISSOR-TAILED  FLYCATCHER.  [#92-5]  April  30,  1992, 
along  Rt.  7  immediately  S/SW  of  dam  forming  Grayson  Lake,  near  Corps  of  Engineers 
visitor  center,  Carter  County.  Bird  was  originally  discovered  by  Bernie  McCloud,  on 
April  27,  and  subsequently  observed  by  others  (MS,  FB,  DC).  [First  record  from 
Cumblerland  Plateau  region  of  eastern  Kentucky.] 

Vermivora  “lawrencei.  ’’LAWRENCE’S  WARBLER.  [#91-15]  May  11,  1991,  Set¬ 
ter  Road,  300  feet  from  Big  Bone  Creek  Road,  Boone  County  (CS,  VB,  SQ). 

Pipilo  chlorurus.  GREEN-TAILED  TOWHEE.  [#91-6 ]  May  6-9,  1992,  401  N.  6th 
Street,  Central  City,  Muhlenberg  County.  Photographed  (JN,  SN,  MN,  BM,  MS,  BPB, 
AS,  FS,  DS).  [First  Kentucky  record.] 

Ammodramus  leconteii.  LE  CONTE’S  SPARROW.  [#92-1]  November  13,  1991, 
west  side  of  Owsley  Fork  Reservoir,  along  Madison/Jackson  county  line  (MS,  BN, 
BPB). 
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Observers:  Vivian  Brun  (VB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  David  Chaffin  (DC),  Kathryn 
Clay  (KC),  Sherry  Dietz  (SD),  Jackie  Elmore  (JE),  Michael  Hearn  (MH),  William 
Kemper  (WK),  L.  Kornman  (LK),  Fred  Loetscher  (FL),  Burt  Monroe  (BM),  Mark 
Monroe  (MM),  Jenny  Neace  (JN),  Markus  Neace  (MN),  Susan  Neace  (SN),  Barry 
Nichols  (BN),  Brainard  Palmer-Ball  (BPB),  Carmen  Schulte  (CS),  Anne  Stamm  (AS), 
Fred  Stamm  (FS),  Mike  Stinson  (MS),  Don  Summerfield  (DS). 


Rejected  records: 

Egretta  tricolor.  TRICOLORED  HERON.  I  #91-3 J  July  13,  1991,  near  Mammoth 
Cave  Ferry,  Green  River,  Edmonson  County.  Documentation  was  considered  not 
definitive,  especially  with  regards  to  the  rarity  of  the  report  for  a  species  not  yet 
documented  from  Kentucky. 

Phalaropus  fulicaria.  RED  PHALAROPE.  (#91-17]  November  13,  1991,  8321 
Cedar  Creek  Road,  Fern  Creek,  Jefferson  County.  Documentation  not  definitive, 
although  late  date  favors  this  species;  first  reported  as  a  Wilson’s  Phalarope 
( Phalaropus  tricolor ),  then  a  Red-necked  ( Phalaropus  lobatus).  Accepted  by  the  KBRC 
as  a  “phalarope  ( sp. ).” 

The  current  official  “Kentucky  List”  stands  at  345  species  (14  of  which  are  by 
sight  record  only),  with  the  Plegadis  Ibis  and  Green-tailed  Towhee  added  since  last 
year’s  report. 

We  still  have  the  one  major  problem  confronting  the  committee:  the  failure  of 
persons  to  submit  records  of  rare  Kentucky  birds  to  the  committee.  At  the  fall  meeting 
of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society,  the  KBRC  was  made  a  permanent  standing 
committee  of  the  Society.  Thus,  reports  of  birds  on  the  mandatory  Review  List  will 
not  be  published  in  the  Kentucky  Warbler  unless  under  review  by  the  KBRC.  Please 
send  all  required  reports  (or  those  any  observer  wishes  evaluated)  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  KBRC,  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.,  P.O.  Box  23447,  Anchorage  40223. 


A  BIRD  COUNT  AT  CUMBERLAND  GAP 
NATIONAL  HISTORICAL  PARK 

Wayne  H.  Davis  AND  James  M.  Williams 

Numerous  reports  (e.g.  Askins,  et  al.,  1990;  Briggs  and  Criswell,  1978;  Hall, 
1984;  Holmes,  et  al.,  1986;  Johnston  and  Winings,  1987;  Leek,  et  al.,  1988;  Morton 
and  Greenberg,  1989;  Robbins,  et  al.,  1989;  Terborgh,  1989)  have  documented  the 
dramatic  decline  of  our  summer  woodland  birds  that  migrate  to  the  Neotropics.  One 
striking  exception  is  the  study  by  Wilcove  (1988)  that  found  no  decline  in  the  1980’s 
as  compared  to  the  1940’s  in  Great  Smoky  Mountain  National  Park.  This  finding 
brings  into  question  the  popular  hypothesis  that  the  decline  is  due  to  land  clearing 
in  the  Neotropics. 

An  alternate  hypothesis  is  that  the  decline  is  due  to  forest  fragmentation  (Blake 
and  Karr,  1984;  Lynch  and  Whigham,  1984;  Robbins,  1979;  Terborgh,  1989).  The 
dramatic  increase  in  cowbirds  this  century  and  the  fact  thatcowbirds  seldom  penetrate 
the  deep  forest  but  heavily  parasitize  nests  near  the  forest  edge  (Brittingham  and 
Temple,  1983)  supports  the  hypothesis  of  fragmentation  as  do  studies  that  show  nest 
predation  heavier  near  the  forest  edge  than  in  the  interior  (Wilcove,  1985;  Yahner 
and  Scott,  1986). 


1993 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


25 


Thus  it  seems  important  to  get  counts  in  the  interior  of  some  other  extensive 
unbroken  forests.  At  Cumberland  Gap  National  Historical  Park,  a  forested  area  of 
over  20,000  acres  (8,094  ha),  broken  only  by  the  75  acre  (20  ha)  clearing  of  Hensley 
Settlement,  counts  of  summer  resident  birds  were  done  on  48  miles  (77  km)  of  trail 
in  1978  and  1979  (David,  et  al.,  1980).  We  tried  to  duplicate  one  of  these  counts. 

On  6  June  1992  Park  Service  personnel  delivered  us  at  Hensley  Settlement 
where  we  started  a  count  at  8:45  AM.  We  hiked  the  4.5  mile  (7.2  km)  Shillalah  Creek 
trail,  ending  at  12:15.  Davis,  et  al.,  (1980)  made  the  same  count  8  June  1979  from 
9:00  AM  to  12:30.  We  “moved  at  a  steady  rather  brisk  pace,  recording  on  a  check 
list  all  birds  heard  or  seen,  and  stopping  to  listen  each  time  we  heard  a  bird  not 
immediately  recognized,”  repeating  the  method  described  in  Davis,  et  al.,  (1980). 

Numbers  of  birds  recorded  8  June  1979  followed  by  the  numbers  recorded  6  June 
1992  were:  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  0,1;  Chimney  Swift  1,0;  Pileated  Woodpecker  0,3; 
Downy  Woodpecker  0,1;  Great-crested  Flycatcher  0,1;  Eastern  Phoebe  1,3;  Eastern 
Wood-Pewee  0,1;  Blue  Jay  0,1;  American  Crow  2,2;  Carolina  Chickadee  0,1;  Tufted 
Titmouse  0,3;  Wood  Thrush  2,2;  Solitary  Vireo  2,3;  Red-eyed  Vireo  15,25;  Black-and- 
white  Warbler  9,3;  Worm-eating  Warbler  2,1;  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  0,2; 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  7,3;  Chestnut-sided  Warber  3;0;  Ovenbird  58,42;  Hooded 
Warbler  14,5;  Canada  Warbler  2,0;  Scarlet  Tanager  3,10;  Indigo  Bunting  12,2;  Rufous¬ 
sided  Towhee  5.2. 

Based  on  these  numbers  we  found  no  indiction  of  a  decline  in  Neotropical  mig¬ 
rants.  The  small  differences  found  may  have  been  chance  deviations  or  natural  popu¬ 
lation  fluctuations.  The  declines  of  Chestnut-sided  Warblers,  Indigo  Buntings  and 
Rufous-sided  Towhees  were  probably  due  to  succession  of  some  brushy  mountain  top 
habitat  into  dense  deciduous  forest.  The  Black-throated  Green  Warblers  were  not 
new.  They  were  at  the  same  site  the  species  was  found  in  1978  (Davis,  etat.,  1980). 

We  think  it  would  be  interesting  to  duplicate  more  of  the  counts  made  by  Davis, 
et  ah,  Eight  of  their  trails,  totaling  44  miles  (70  km)  are  through  dense  unbroken 
forest.  These  range  in  length  from  1.4  to  9  miles  (2.2  to  14.4  km).  We  will  coordinate 
an  effort  to  make  these  counts  Sunday,  June  6,  1993.  We  would  like  to  hear  from 
people  who  have  good  hearing,  know  the  bird  songs  and  would  like  to  participate  in 
this  voluntary  effort.  We  hope  to  make  this  an  annual  event. 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS 
K.O.S.  SPRING  MEETING 

The  spring  meeting  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  will  be  held  at  Barren 
River  State  Resort  Park,  April  30-May  2.  Anyone  wishing  to  make  a  presentation 
(approximately  15  minutes)  Friday  evening  please  contact  Mr.  Fred  Busroe,  UPO 
1352,  Morehead  State  University,  Morehead,  Kentucky  40351  (Phone  606-783-2951 
or  606-784-5661).  Please  plan  to  attend  and  make  your  reservations  early. 


LOUISVILLE  CHAPTER  NEWS 

The  Beckham  Bird  Club,  Inc.,  of  Louisville  completed  another  successful  year  of 
varied  activities  in  1992.  On  1  January  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  again  coordinated 
and  compiled  the  Bernheim  Forest  Christmas  Bird  Count  to  lead  off  our  busiest  year 
in  recent  memory.  The  highlight  of  this  count  was  the  Golden  Eagle.  The  new  year 
also  began  with  the  reformation  of  a  Kentuckiana  Bird  Alert  telephone  chain  for 
BBC  members.  During  February  Dr.  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.,  AOU  checklist  chairperson, 
presented  a  program  on  the  controversies  over  the  useage  of  English  names  for  birds. 
We  also  began  rating  the  strenuousness  of  our  field  trips  that  month.  Dr.  Jon  Ahlquist 
of  the  University  of  Louisville  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  annual  dinner  meeting 
in  March.  He  spoke  on  his  topic  of  special  interest,  DNA  and  research  and  avian 
taxonomy,  and  addressed  questions  of  how  birds  are  related  to  one  another.  K.O.S. 
councillor.  Dr.  Herbert  Clay  presented  an  April  program  on  hummingbirds.  We  also 
introduced  a  new  field  trip  to  Tecumseh  Wildlife  Sanctuary  in  southern  Indiana.  The 
highlight  was  a  Great  Blue  Heron  rookery  with  30  nests.  New  officers  were  elected 
in  May  during  the  annual  business  meeting.  The  program  addressing  avian  morbidity 
and  mortality  was  given  by  Dr.  Jim  McCammon.  The  BBC  joined  the  Louisville 
Audubon  Society  for  the  annual  breakfast  and  spring  bird  walk.  The  second  annual 
BBC  bird-a-thon  fielded  five  teams  and  raised  funds  to  be  used  to  create  a  songbird 
garden  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  State  Park  Interpretive  Center.  A  second  project  with 
the  Louisville  Metro  Zoo  brought  a  peregrine  falcon  restoration  specialist  to  Louisville. 
The  annual  June  BBC  picnic  was  held  at  the  Oldham  County  Civic  Center  and  nature 
Preserve.  The  program  in  July  addressed  the  rare  Kirtland’s  Warbler.  Visitation  by 
orphaned  baby  birds  and  member  slides  comprised  the  August  program.  In  August 
birding  picked  up  and  weekly  field  trips  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  began  our  migration 
season.  Beargrass  Creek  State  Nature  Preserve  was  the  site  of  the  September  Break- 
fast-with-the  Birds  event  with  our  Louisville  Audubon  Society  guests.  K.O.S.  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer,  and  BBC  member,  Mike  Stinson  presented  a  program  on  sparrow 
identification  which  he  complemented  with  museum  skins,  slides  and  handouts.  The 
BBC  president  addressed  chapter  issues  with  the  K.O.S.  board  of  directors  at  the 
annual  fall  K.O.S.  meeting.  Robert  Anderson  of  the  Minnesota  based  Raptor  Resource 
Project  spoke  to  the  club  in  October  about  his  survey  of  potential  Peregrine  Falcon 
nesting  sites  in  downtown  Louisville.  Peregrine  Falcons  are  in  the  area  and  nesting 
will  be  encouraged  by  the  placement  of  nesting  platforms.  His  visit  was  sponsored 
by  the  BBC  and  Louisville  Metro  Zoo.  Raptor  rehabilitation  was  the  subject  of  the 
November  program  and  in  December  the  Partners  in  Flight  project  and  neotropical 
migrants  were  discussed  in  detail.  During  the  December  Christmas  Bird  Count  period 
BBC  members  conducted  and  compiled  counts  in  Louisville,  at  Otter  Creek  State 
Park  and  at  the  Paradise  surface  mines  area. 
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During  1992  the  BBC  conservation  arm  worked  with  the  Louisville  Metro  Parks 
management  to  rescue  the  Nettleroth  Sanctuary  in  Cherokee  Park  from  further 
destruction  by  off-road  bicycle  riding.  We  assisted  the  Klondike  Elementary  School 
start  development  of  a  bird  sanctuary  on  the  school  property.  Membership  totals  234 
and  the  club  conducted  forty-one  field  trips  during  the  year. 

The  Beckham  Bird  Club,  Inc.,  of  Louisville  mourned  the  death  of  four  members 
since  summer.  Ms.  Doris  Garst  passed  away  on  September  21.  Mr.  Frank  X.  Krull, 
Sr.,  a  past  BBC  president,  died  in  October.  Frederick  W.  Stamm,  husband  of  Anne 
and  a  former  treasurer  of  K.O.S.  and  BBC,  died  on  November  18.  Mr.  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball,  Sr.,  passed  away  suddenly  on  November  29.  All  these  individuals  con¬ 
tributed  immensely  to  the  education  and  development  of  young  birders  and  birding 
in  general.  We  share  their  loss  with  their  families. 

Submitted  by  Fred  T.  Mansmith,  BBC  President. 
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THE  COVER 

We  thank  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  for  the  excellent  photograph  of  Anne  L. 
Stamm  receiving  the  picture  of  the  White-crowned  Sparrow  ( Zonotrichia  leucophrys) 
from  President  Lee  McNeely  on  behalf  of  the  K.O.S.  See  page  31. 
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  ANNE  L.  STAMM 

Anne  L.  (Mrs.  F.  W.)  Stamm  is  listed  on  the  roll  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological 
Society  simply  as  a  life  member,  but  this  indicates  little  of  the  long  and  distinguished 
service  she  has  rendered  this  organization.  Anne  Stamm  has  served  the  Kentucky 
Ornithological  Society  in  numerous  capacities,  including  the  offices  of  both  vice- 
president  and  president  for  multiple  terms,  associate  editor  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler 
in  1958-1959,  co-editor  1960  through  1963,  editor  1964  through  1973  and  has  been 
on  the  editorial  advisory  board  since  1974. 

However,  her  dedication  to  Kentucky  birding  does  not  end  here.  She  has  been 
equally  active  in  the  local  chapter  of  the  Beckham  Bird  Club  in  Louisville  and  four 
times  has  been  awarded  the  Beckham  Bird  Club  Award  for  Constructive  Contribution 
to  Kentucky  Ornithology.  In  addition  to  the  numerous  articles  she  has  published, 
since  1977  she  has  authored  the  seasonal  reports  for  The  Kentucky  Warbler  and  also 
served  at  the  national  level  as  subregional  editor  for  the  Middlewestern  Prairie 
Region  for  American  Birds. 

A  lesser  known  facet  of  Mrs.  Stamm’s  interest  is  that  she  has  been  a  serious  student 
of  bird  and  natural  history  art  and  literature  of  the  18th  and  19th  centuries  and  has 
made  contributions  in  this  area  as  well  as  in  current  subjects  of  ornithological  interest. 

In  addition  to  the  statistical  accomplishments  through  her  work  has  been  her 
personal  touch  with  so  many  individuals.  The  encouragement  she  has  given  so  many 
beginning  birders  by  sharing  field  experiences  with  them  and  then  assisting  in  the 
publication  of  their  findings  is  a  long  and  impressive  list  known  to  few  others  than 
those  she  helped  so  much. 

The  comment  of  one,  some  time  ago,  who  was  presenting  her  to  a  group  to  whom 
she  was  to  speak  as  “the  ‘First  Lady’  of  birding  in  Kentucky”  was,  indeed,  an  approp¬ 
riate  one.  —  DONALD  SUMMERFIELD,  9910  Prairie  Drive,  Valley  Station,  Ken¬ 
tucky  40272. 
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THE  WINTER  SEASON,  1992-1993 

Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr,  AND  Anne  L.  Stamm 

Temperature  for  the  months  of  December  and  January  was  above  normal,  especially  j 
the  latter  month,  which  was  unusually  mild  (four  days  with  highs  in  the  60’s);  I 
February  was  below  normal,  with  two  heavy  snowfalls  (about  7  inches  on  February  j 
16  and  7-10  inches  on  February  25).  Precipitation  was  below  normal  for  December  ' 
but  above  normal  for  the  other  two  months  (3.5  inches  for  January  was  0.64  above 
normal,  and  4.2  inches  for  February  was  0.9  above  normal). 


Abbreviations:  Anch  =  Anchorage,  Jefferson  County;  BH  =  Bailey  Hollow,  Calloway 
County;  BD=  Barkley  Dam,  Lyon  County;  BPS  =  Big  Pond  Sanctuary,  Grayson 
County;  BSF  =  Big  South  Fork  National  River  and  Recreational  Area,  McCreary 
County;  BAD  =  Bluegrass  Army  Depot,  Richmond,  Madison  County;  CRL  =  Cave  Run 
Lake,  Rowan  County;  EBPP  =  East  Bend  Power  Plant,  Boone  County;  Falls  =  Falls  ^ 
of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  FR  =  Falls  of  the  Rough,  Grayson  County; 
FL  =  Freeman  Lake,  Elizabethtown,  Hardin  County;  GRL  =  Green  River  Lake,  Taylor  | 
County;  JC=  Jonathan  Creek,  Calloway  County;  KD  =  Kentucky  Dam,  Livingston/  | 
Marshall  counties;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County;  LBL  =  Land  Between  the  | 
Lakes,  Lyon  and  Trigg  counties;  Lou  =  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Mad  =  Madison- 
ville,  Hopkins  County;  MD  =  Markland  Dam,  Gallatin  County;  MayF  =  Mayfair  Ba¬ 
sins,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Mid  =  Middletown  quarry,  eastern  Jefferson 
County;  MCFH  =  Minor  E.  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County;  OFL  =  Owsley  Fork 
Lake,  Jackson/Madison  counties;  PHSM  =  Peabody  Homestead  Surface  Mine,  Ohio 
County;  Pen  =  Pendleton,  Trimble  County;  TP  =  Thurston’s  Pond,  Wayne  County. 


Loons  through  Waterfowl  —  A  Red-throated  Loon  was  present  with  Common  Loons 
at  Boyd’s  Landing,  Lake  Barkley,  Lyon  County,  Dec.  19  (DP).  Com.  Loons  were 
reported  at  scattered  localities:  three  on  Laurel  River  Lake,  Laurel  County,  Dec.  12 
(JE1);  one  at  MD,  Dec.  19  (LMc);  one  on  FL,  Jan.  5  (JB,  PB);  four  on  GRL,  Jan.  11 
(KC,  LR);  two  at  Fall  Creek  Recreational  Area,  Lake  Cumberland,  Wayne  County,  i 
Feb.  20  (JE1);  and  up  to  nine  on  CRL,  Dec.  14-Jan.  23  (FB).  Single  Pied-billed  Grebes 
were  noted  at  FL,  Jan.  5  (JB,  PB),  at  Shippingport  Island,  Jefferson  County,  Dec.  7 
(KC,  LR),  on  GRL,  Jan.  11  (KC,  LR),  and  in  Ohio  County,  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC);  the 
species  was  regularly  present  during  the  period  at  BH  (CP)  and  on  LPew,  with  a 
maximum  count  up  to  22  (JH),  and  at  OFL  during  Dec.  (AR,  TR).  There  were  but 
two  reports  of  Homed  Grebes:  a  flock  of  28  was  on  the  Ohio  River  above  Falls,  Lou.,  : 
Dec.  4  (LR),  and  one  was  on  LPew,  Dec.  14  (JH).  An  Eared  Grebe  wintered  on  FL; 
it  was  present  from  late  Nov.  throughout  the  winter  season  (RH,  JE1,  MS,  MM,  m. 
obs.,  photographed).  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  noted  on  the  Ohio  River  near 
Shippingport  Island,  Jefferson  County,  with  13,  Dec.  12  (LR),  and  one.  Dec.  19  (AS, 
HS,  DS);  4  were  on  Wysox  Lake,  PHSM,  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC).  Great  Blue  Herons  were 
present  throughout  the  period  at  LPew  (up  to  3,  JH),  on  BPS  (3  birds,  KC,  HC),  and 
at  MCFH  (8-10  individuals,  FB);  there  were  also  reports  of  one  at  Leitchfield,  Grayson 
County,  Dec.  14  (AW,  MW),  three  at  PHSM,  Jan.  23  (AW,  MW),  14  at  PHSM,  Feb. 

6  (KC,  BBC),  and  24  at  Mayf,  Jan.  31  (FM).  A  Great  Egret  was  present  at  MCFH, 
Dec.  5  (FB).  Three  Snow  Geese  were  seen  along  Hwy  #90  south  of  Glasgow,  Barren 
County,  Jan.  23  (AW,  MW);  at  CRL,  three  (two  white  phase,  one  blue)  were  present 
Jan.  15,  and  one  white  bird  on  Jan.  18  and  29  (FB).  Canada  Geese  were  widespread, 


1993 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


33 


with  the  largest  numbers  reported  being  75  on  Sportsman’s  Lake,  Hodgenville,  Larue 
County,  Jan.  11  (KC,  LR),  250+  on  Wysox  Lake,  PHSM,  Jan.  25  (AW,  MW),  and 
500+  there,  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC);  up  to  50+  were  present  throughout  the  season  in 
LBL  (CP),  and  17  were  noted  in  sod  fields  in  eastern  Jefferson  County,  Feb.  21  (JB, 
PB).  A  single  Wood  Duck  was  present  at  BAD,  Jan.  19  (WD);  and  in  eastern  Jefferson 
County,  three  were  noted  Feb.  21,  and  30  on  Feb.  27  ( JB,  PB).  One  male  Green-winged 
Teal  was  observed  at  BAD,  Jan.  19  (WD),  two  were  on  Wysox  Lake,  PHSM,  Feb.  6 
(KC,  BBC),  and  25+  were  on  TP,  Feb.  20  (JE1).  Twelve  Am.  Black  Ducks  were 
recorded  at  BAD,  Jan.  19  (WD),  two  were  in  Ohio  County,  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC),  ten 
were  on  CRL,  Feb.  19  (FB),  and  27  were  on  TP,  Feb.  20  (JE1).  Mallards  were  common 
and  widespread,  with  the  largest  flocks  noted  being  300  at  LBL,  Jan.  23  (CP),  and 
250+  on  TP,  Feb.  20  (JED.  The  only  reports  of  N.  Pintail  were  of  one  at  MCFH,  Dec. 
24  (FB),  eight  on  CRL,  Feb.  19  (FB),  and  a  group  of  6  (3M,  3F)  on  TP,  Feb.  20  (JE1). 
N.  Shovelers  were  noted  at  BH  with  22,  Jan.  5,  and  smaller  numbers  were  seen 
several  times  at  JC  and  LBL  (CP).  The  largest  concentration  of  Gadwall  ever  recorded 
in  the  state  was  at  BH  with  ±2000,  Jan.  7,  with  smaller  numbers  (50-500)  several 
times  at  BH  (other  dates),  JC  and  LBL  (CP);  one  was  in  Ohio  County,  Feb.  6  (KC, 
BBC),  six  were  on  CRL,  Feb.  21  and  29  (FB),  and  23  were  seen  on  Somerset  Reservoir, 
Pulaski  County,  Feb.  23  (JED.  A  total  of  42  Am.  Wigeons  were  observed  on  Honker 
Lake,  LBL,  Jan.  23,  and  regularly  here  throughout  the  season  (CP);  twenty-three 
were  at  BH,  Jan.  5  (CP);  and  two  were  in  eastern  Jefferson  County,  Feb.  21  (JB,  PB). 
Four  Canvasbacks  were  noted  on  the  Ohio  River  above  Falls,  Lou,  Dec.  7  (KC,  LR), 
and  six  there,  Jan.  9  (JB,  PB);  two  birds  were  seen  on  LPew,  Dec.  8  and  Feb.  4  (JH); 
and  a  single  bird  was  on  CRL,  Feb.  28  (FB).  A  single  Redhead  was  at  LPew,  Dec.  8 
(JH),  ten  were  on  CRL  on  Feb.  10,  20  and  28  (FB),  and  six  were  on  Cooley’s  Lake, 
Wayne  County,  Feb.  20  (JE1).  Small  numbers  of  Ring-necked  Ducks  were  present 
throughout  the  season  in  Wayne  and  Pulaski  counties  (JED  and  at  LPew,  with  a 
maximum  of  175  at  the  latter,  Dec.  14  (JH);  at  Mid,  63  were  seen  on  Dec.  4,  60  on 
Dec.  8  (BM),  and  60+  on  Dec.  11  (MM);  four  were  at  MCFH,  Dec.  5,  and  two,  Jan. 
21  (FB);  eight  were  near  Shippingport  Island,  Jefferson  County,  Dec.  7  (LR,  KC);  two 
were  recorded  in  the  Caneyville  Watershed,  Grayson  County,  Jan.  13  (KC);  40  were 
in  Ohio  County,  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC);  and  73  were  at  JC,  Feb.  28  (CP).  Five  Lesser 
Scaup  were  on  Mid,  Dec.  4,  and  three,  Dec.  8  (BM);  four  were  in  Ohio  County,  Jan. 
16  (JB,  PB);  twenty-eight  at  the  Municipal  Boat  Harbor,  Lou,  Jan.  29  (FM);  and 
±1000  above  BD,  Jan.  31  (CP).  Two  White-winged  Scoters  were  noted  on  the  Ohio 
River  at  Shippingport  Island,  Jefferson  County,  Dec.  19  (AS,  DS,  HS).  The  only 
reports  of  Com.  Goldeneye  were  three  in  Ohio  County,  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC),  and  two 
females  at  MCFH,  Feb.  21  (FB).  Up  to  four  Buffleheads  were  present  throughout  the 
season  at  JC  and  BH  (CP),  and  up  to  five  at  LPew  (JH);  an  average  of  30  were 
recorded  per  visit  to  MCFH,  whereas  “below  average  numbers”  were  on  CRL;  one 
male  was  at  BAD,  Jan.  19  (WD),  and  ten  were  noted  at  TP,  Feb.  20  (JED.  Small 
numbers  of  Hooded  Mergansers  were  present  throughout  the  season  in  Wayne  and 
Pulaski  counties  (JED,  and  the  species  was  regular  at  BH,  with  six  seen  on  Jan.  5 
(CP);  a  large  flock  of  76  was  present  on  the  Ohio  River  at  the  Falls,  Dec.  4  (LR); 
fifteen  were  at  MCFH,  Dec.  5  (FB);  four  on  GRL,  Jan.  11  (KC,  LR),  21  at  BAD,  Jan. 

19  (WD),  four  at  JC,  Jan.  27  (CP),  eight  at  Mayf,  Jan.  31  (FM),  and  20  at  CRL,  Feb. 

20  (FB).  Fourteen  Com.  Mergansers  were  at  BH,  Jan.  27  (CP),  and  two  were  in  Ohio 
County,  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC).  The  only  report  of  Red-breasted  Merganser  was  two  at 
FL,  Jan.  5  (JB,  PB).  Ruddy  Ducks  were  present  at  LPew  throughout  Dec.  and  Jan., 
with  a  maximum  of  33,  Dec.  23  (JH);  four  were  at  FL,  Jan.  5  (JB,  PB);  one  was  in 
the  Caneyville  Watershed,  Grayson  County,  Jan.  13  (KC);  and  four  were  at  JC,  Feb. 
28  (CP). 
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Vultures  through  Terns  —  There  were  10  Black  Vultures  at  the  Ghent  Power 
Plant,  Carroll  County,  Dec.  19,  and  40  +  there,  Jan.  23  (LMc);  four  were  noted  in 
Grayson  County,  Dec.  19  (KC),  two  near  Nolin  Dam,  Edmonson  County,  Dec.  20  j 
(AW,  MW),  13  at  EBPP,  Jan.  2  (LMc),  and  one  in  eastern  Jefferson  County,  Feb.  27 
(JB,  PB);  and  the  species  was  recorded  at  Berea,  Madison  County,  Feb.  10  (AR,  TR). 
Turkey  Vultures  were  widespread  throughout  the  state,  with  a  maximum  of  60  + 
recorded  along  the  Green  River  Parkway,  west  of  Bowling  Green,  Warren  County, 
Dec.  20  (AW,  MW).  There  were  up  to  two  adults  and  one  immature  Bald  Eagle  at 
CRL  and  MCFH  during  the  period,  the  lowest  number  in  years  (FB);  three  (2a,  li) 
were  present  at  BH,  Jan.  7,  with  occasional  sightings  during  the  season  of  one  at  JC I 
(CP);  one  was  seen  at  PHSM,  Jan.  16  (JB,  PB),  and  another  (immature)  there,  Jan.  | 
25  (AW,  MW);  and  an  adult  was  at  OFL,  Feb.  2  (AR,  TR).  N.  Harriers  were  in  good 
number  at  PHSM,  with  five  on  Jan.  21  (KC,  HC),  eleven  on  Jan.  25  (AW,  MW),  21  j 
on  Jan.  31  (KC  et  al).,  and  22-25  on  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC);  one  was  also  recorded  along  j 
Watershed  Road,  Grayson  County,  Dec.  1  (AW,  MW),  and  two  were  in  Grayson 
County,  Dec.  19  (KC).  One  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  seen  in  Grayson  County,  Dec.  I 
19  (KC,  HC),  one  was  at  BSF,  Jan.  30  (JE1),  and  one  was  seen  in  Berea,  Madison 
County,  Feb.  8  ( AR,  TR).  Single  Cooper’s  Hawks  were  recorded  at  scattered  localities 
throughout  the  state.  A  pair  of  Red-shouldered  Hawks  was  present  throughout  the  I 
season  at  JC  (CP)  and  at  Anch  (BM,  MM),  and  one  at  Pen  (JA);  singles  were  also' 
recorded  along  Hwy  #62,  near  Caney  Creek,  Ohio  County,  Dec.  14  (AW,  MW),  four| 
miles  west  of  Canev vi lie,  Grayson  County,  Dec.  19  (AW,  MW),  in  Breckinridge  County,  I 
Dec.  19  (KC),  at  Elm  Lick  Mine,  Ohio  County,  Dec.  30  (AW,  MW),  at  Wolf  Creek 
Dam,  Russell  County,  Jan.  9  ( JE1),  in  Dale  Hollow  State  Park,  Cumberland  County, 
Jan.  16  (JE1),  and  at  PHSM,  Jan.  25  (AW,  MW).  Red-tailed  Hawks  were  common 
througout  the  state.  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  regular  at  PHSM,  with,  three  on  Jan. 
16  (JB,  PB),  2  on  Jan.  25  (AW,  MW),  two  on  Jan.  31  (KC),  and  eight  on  Feb.  6  (KC,  j 
BBC);  one  was  noted  in  Grayson  County,  Dec.  19  (KC),  and  two  were  at  Elm  Licki 
Mine,  Ohio  County,  Dec.  30  (AW,  MW).  Two  Peregrine  Falcons  were  noted  along  the ) 
Ohio  River  at  Lou,  Dec.  29  and  Jan.  15  (LR),  and  one  was  over  Lou,  Feb.  12  (BM).  j 
A  Prairie  Falcon  returned  this  year  to  PHSM,  where  it  was  seen  on  Dec.  27  (RH, 
RC),  Jan.  16  (JB,  PB),  Jan.  28  (KC,  HC),  and  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC).  There  was  a  group 
of  23+  Wild  Turkeys  along  Oak  Grove  Church  Road,  Grayson  County,  during  the  i 
period  (AW,  MW);  two  were  seen  along  the  Western  Kentucky  Turnpike  in  Ohio, 
County,  Dec.  14  (HC),  and  ten  were  noted  along  the  Ohio  River  at  Rabbit  Hash,! 
Boone  County,  Jan.  2  (LMc).  Am.  Coots  were  present  on  LPew  throughout  the  period,  1 
with  a  maximum  of  90  on  Dec.  30  (JH);  one  was  on  the  Ohio  River  at  Shippingport 
Island,  Jefferson  County,  Dec.  19  (AS,  DS,  HS);  at  BH  there  were  200  on  Jan.  7  and 
±1000  on  Feb.  5  (CP);  at  Silo  Overlook,  LBL,  Lake  Barkley,  Trigg  County,  56  were 
counted  on  Jan.  23  (CP);  four  were  present  on  Wysox  Lake,  PHSM,  Jan.  25  (AW, 
MW),  and  35  there  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC).  A  flock  of  20  Sandhill  Cranes  was  noted  in 
southern  Jefferson  County,  Dec.  6  (JE1);  Anch  27,  Dec.  11  (BM,  MM);  FR  1,  Dec.  19 
(KC);  Ohio  County  5,  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC)  [rare  in  winter].  Two  Com.  Snipe  were  reported 
at  FR,  Dec.  19  (KC),  and  four  were  at  JC,  Dec.  22  &  24  (CP).  One  (and  possibly  up 
to  three)  Willet  was  present  during  the  winter  at  JC,  but  was  positively  identified 
only  on  Feb.  28  (CP),  constituting  Kentucky’s  first  winter  record  of  the  species.  One 
W.  Sandpiper  wintered  at  JC  through  Feb.  10  (CP,  DP),  the  latest  Kentucky  winter 
recorded  by  11  days.  Surprisingly  high  numbers  of  4- 19  Dunlin  wintered  at  JC  through 
Feb.  28  (CP,  DP);  there  are  no  previous  records  from  Kentucky  for  the  month  of 
February.  Six  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  at  JC,  Dec.  22-25  (CP,  DP).  Bonaparte's  Gulls 
were  common  to  abundant  throughout  the  season  in  western  Kentucky  (CP),  and 
regular  at  MCFH,  with  a  maximum  of  75  on  Jan.  29  (FB);  nine  were  at  the  Falls, 
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Dec.  14  (LR),  and  two  were  at  MD,  Dec.  19  (LMc).  Ring-billed  Gulls  were  common 
at  the  western  Kentucky  dams  and  along  the  Ohio  River,  as  well  as  at  MCFH  and 
CRL,  with  a  maximum  at  the  latter  location  of  600,  Feb.  20  (FB);  five  were  on  GRL, 
Jan.  11  (KC,  LR).  Several  Herring  Gulls  were  present  on  Ohio  River  at  Lou,  and  the 
species  was  fairly  common  at  western  Kentucky  dams  throughout  the  season;  two  to 
three  were  present  at  MCFH,  Feb.  20-28  (FB).  A  first-year  Glaucous  Gull  was  at  BD, 
Dec.  19  (DP).  Three  Forster’s  Terns  were  reported  at  JC,  Dec.  24  (CP)  and  Dec.  25  (DP). 

Owls  through  Shrikes  —  A  Barn  Owl  being  harrassed  by  crows  was  noted  at  Mad, 
Dec.  29  (D.W.  Hancock,  fide  JH).  Two  Great  Horned  Owls  were  noted  in  Grayson 
County,  Dec.  19  (KC),  2  in  Ohio  County,  Jan.  21  (KC,  HC),  and  one  at  Mad,  Feb.  21 
(JH).  Short-eared  Owls  were  in  good  numbers  at  PHSM  with  12-15  on  Jan.  16  (JB, 
PB),  six  on  Jan.  21  (KC,  HC),  25  on  Jan.  25  (AW,  MW),  14  on  Jan.  31  (KC  et  al.), 
and  17  on  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC);  two  were  at  Elm  Lick  Mine,  Ohio  County,  Dec.  30  (AW, 
MW).  There  were  scattered  reports  of  Belted  Kingfishers  throughout  the  state.  Three 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were  at  Long  Run  Park,  eastern  Jefferson  County,  Dec.  19 
(BM,  MM),  two  at  BPS,  Dec.  19  (HC),  three  in  Ohio  County,  Jan.  16  (JB,  PB),  and 
two  there,  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC),  and  one  came  to  a  feeder  in  Anch,  Feb.  19-28  (BM, 
MM).  Single  Yellow-hellied  Sapsuckers  were  seen  at  Lou,  Jan.  24  ( JB,  PB),  and  Jan. 
27  (MS).  Two  to  three  Hairy  Woodpeckers  were  present  throughout  the  season  at 
BPS  (KC,  HC).  Three  Red-cockaded  Woodpeckers  were  noted  in  one  of  the  regular 
Whitley  County  locations,  Feb.  13  (JEl).  A  pair  of  Pileated  Woodpeckers  were  begin¬ 
ning  courtship,  Feb.  19  (JA).  Horned  Larks  were  present  throughout  the  season  at 
PHSM,  with  a  maximum  of  30-35,  Feb.  6  (KC,  BBC);  numbers  were  also  noted  at 
FR,  with  25-30,  Dec.  19  (KC),  and  in  eastern  Jefferson  County,  with  50,  Feb.  18,  and 
75-100,  Feb.  21  (JB,  PB).  Single  E.  Phoebes  were  noted  in  Grayson  County,  Dec.  19 
(KC),  and  at  BSF,  Jan.  30  (JEl);  one  was  also  wintering  at  Pen,  Dec.  22,  Jan.  6,  Feb. 
17  (JA).  Two  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  seen  at  FR,  Dec.  19  (JP).  Single  Brown 
Creepers  were  at  BPS,  Dec.  19  (HC),  and  in  eastern  Jefferson  County,  Jan.  16  (AS); 
two  were  noted  in  Seneca  Park,  Lou,  Feb.  25  (JB,  PB).  One  Winter  Wren  was  observed 
in  Breckinridge  County:,  Dec.  19  (KC).  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  were  uncommon 
and  scattered  throughout  the  state  during  the  season;  at  BPS  3-5  were  noted  on 
various  dates  (KC,  HC).  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  were  seen  in  several  locations,  with 
two  in  eastern  Jefferson  County,  Dec.  19  (BM,  MM),  three  in  Grayson  County,  Dec. 
19  (KC),  one  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  Lou,  Jan.  22  (JB,  PB),  and  one  at  L  Pew,  Dec. 
23  (JH).  An  unseasonable  Gray  Catbird  was  found  in  Jeffersontown,  Jefferson  County, 
Dec.  20  (M.  Waltman,  MS).  One  Brown  Thrasher  was  reported  at  a  feeder  in  Mad, 
Dec.  11,  25,  26  &  Feb.  27  (JH).  Two  Am.  Pipits  were  at  JC,  Dec.  24  (CP)  and  Dec. 
25  (DP).  Cedar  Waxwings  were  in  fair  numbers  throughout  the  state  during  the 
season,  with  high  counts  of  20-25  at  BPS,  Dec.  and  Jan.  (but  absent  Feb.)  (KC,  HC); 
35  four  miles  southwest  at  Leitchfield,  Grayson  County,  Jan.  25  (AW,  MW);  and  50 
at  Morehead,  Rowan  County,  Feb.  22  (FB).  Single  Loggerhead  Shrikes  were  observed 
in  Breckinridge  County,  Dec.  19  (KC),  in  the  Leitchfield  area,  Grayson  County,  Jan. 
1-12  (AW,  MW),  and  at  EBPP,  Jan.  2  (LMc);  two  were  seen  near  Wysox  Lake,  PHSM, 
Jan.  21  (KC,  HC). 

Warblers  through  Finches  —  Yellow-rumped  (Myrtle)  Warblers  were  uncommon 
and  scattered  throughout  the  state.  Eight  Pine  Warblers  were  reported  at  BD,  Dec. 
19  (DP),  and  one  at  BPS,  Dec.  19  (HC).  An  unseasonable  Prairie  Warbler  was  at 
Carlisle,  Nicholas  County:  Nov.  30,  Dec.  11,  and  Feb.  3  (VK,  WK),  marking  one  of 
the  few  winter  records  and  the  only  February  record  from  the  state.  Rufous-sided 
Towhees  were  noted  throughout  the  state  but  generally  less  common  than  usual.  The 
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only  report  of  Am.  Tree  Sparrow  was  of  four  at  JC,  Feb.  28  (CP).  Several  wintering 
Chipping  Sparrows  were  noted:  one  (photographed)  at  a  feeder  at  Pen,  up  to  Dec.  16 

(JA) ;  one  at  KD,  Dec.  19  (DP);  one  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  Lou,  Jan.  27  (MS);  and 
one  at  a  feeder  in  Murray,  Calloway  County,  up  to  Feb.  12  (CP).  A  rare  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrow  was  well  documented  at  KD,  Dec.  19  (DP).  Single  Fox  sparrows  were  present 
at  Pen,  throughout  the  season  (JA);  at  Leitchfield,  Grayson  County,  Dec.  26-Jan. 
(AW,  MW);  and  at  a  feeder  in  Mad,  Feb.  23-26  (JH);  three  were  noted  at  BPS,  Feb. 
26  (KC,  HC).  A  strongly-plumaged  Dark-eyed  Junco  of  the  “Oregon-type”  (except  hood 
gray,  not  black)  was  present  throughout  the  season  at  Pen  (JA).  Two  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  reported  from  eastern  Jefferson  County,  Feb.  18  (JB,  PB).  Red-winged 
Blackbirds  were  first  noted  in  eastern  Kentucky  with  five  males  at  a  feeder  in 
Morehead,  Rowan  County,  Feb.  28  (FB).  A  rather  large  number  of  E.  Meadowlarks 
were  recorded  at  EBPP  with  a  total  of  36,  Jan.  2  (LMc).  A  single  Rusty  Blackbird 
was  with  Red-winged  Blackbirds  and  Com.  Crackles  at  Pen,  Feb.  25  (JA).  An  excellent 
study  of  a  Brewer’s  Blackbird  was  made  at  a  feeder  at  BPS,  Feb.  26  (KC,  HC).  Com. 
Grackles  were  first  noted  in  eastern  Kentucky  in  Morehead,  Rowan  County,  Feb.  28 
(FB).  Northern  finches  were  generally  in  low  numbers  this  winter.  The  only  Purple 
Finches  reported  were  5-15  at  BPS  throughout  the  season  (KC,  HC),  and  up  to  4  (2 
males,  2  females)  with  as  many  as  60  House  Finches  at  a  feeder  at  Pen  ( JA).  A  female 
Red  Crossbill  appeared  at  a  feeder  on  Garland  Road,  south  of  Burnside,  Pulaski 
County,  Feb.  26-27  (JE1).  One  Pine  Siskin  came  to  a  feeder  in  Pen  throughout  the 
season,  occurring  with  up  to  100  Am.  Goldfinches  (JA);  singles  were  also  heard  in 
Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  Lou,  Feb.  5  (MS),  and  seen  at  BPS,  Feb.  28  (KC,  HC). 

Contributors  —  Jon  Ahlquist  (JA),  Beckham  Bird  Club  field  trip  (BBC),  Jane  Bell 

(JB) ,  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB);  Richard  Cassell  (RC),  Herbert  Clay  (HC), 
Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Wayne  Davis  (WD),  Jackie  Elmore  (JE1),  James  Hancock  (JH); 
Richard  Healy  (RH),  Virginia  Kingsolver  (VK),  Wendell  Kingsolver  ( WK),  Fred  Man- 
smith  (FM),  Lee  McNeely  (LMc),  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.  (BM),  Mark  Monroe  (MM),  Donald 
Parker  (DP),  Clell  Peterson  (CP),  Joyce  Porter  (JP),  Lene  Rauth  (LR),  Art  Ricketts 
(AR),  Tina  Ricketts  (TR),  Helge  Schutte  (HS),  Anne  Stamm  (AS),  Michael  Stinson 
(MS),  Don  Summerfield  (DS),  Alita  Wilson  (AW),  Montelle  Wilson  (MW). 

— P.O.  Box  23447,  Anchroage  40223,  and  9101  Spokane  Way,  Louisville  40241. 
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THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
SPRING  MEETING,  APRIL  30-MAY  2,  1993 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  held  its  1993  spring  meeting  at  Barren  River 
State  Resort  Park  on  April  30-May  2,  1993.  President  Lee  McNeely  opened  the 
meeting  with  a  welcome  to  the  members  and  guests  and  had  members  attending  the 
meeting  for  the  first  time  introduce  themselves.  Vice-President  Fred  Busroe  an¬ 
nounced  the  Saturday  morning  field  trips.  Members  showed  some  of  their  bird  slides 
and  the  evening  concluded  with  an  informal  social  hour. 

On  Saturday  Morning  the  weather  was  mild  and  rainy  for  the  field  trips.  One 
group  birded  around  the  lodge  area  and  another  group  birded  at  nearby  Brigadoon 
Nature  Preserve. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  at  3:30  p.m.  in  the  lodge. 

The  Saturday  evening  program  was  opened  by  President  Lee  McNeely,  who  intro¬ 
duced  the  speaker,  Dr.  Robert  Kennedy  of  the  Cincinnati  Museum  of  Natural  His¬ 
tory. Dr.  Kennedy  opened  his  presentation  with  a  short  history  of  the  Cincinnati 
Museum  of  Natural  History.  Dr.  Kennedy  dedicated  his  program  and  award  winning 
films  to  Dr.  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.  He  then  started  to  show  a  film  entitled  To  Live  and  Be 
Free,  on  the  Philippine  Eagle,  Pithecophaga  jefferyi.  The  projector  had  to  be  changed 
and  in  the  interim  Mike  Stinson  compiled  the  bird  list  which  totalled  114  species. 
The  film  show  contmuea  with  discussion  and  questions.  Bill  Walton  was  the  star  of 
the  second  film. 

Fred  Busroe  announced  the  Sunday  morning  field  trip  around  the  lodge  and  a  trip 
to  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park.  Two  more  species  were  added  to  the  list  by  Sunday 
field  trips  bringing  the  total  species  number  to  116.  There  were  57  people  in  atten¬ 
dance.  The  fall  meeting  will  be  held  at  Cumberland  Falls  State  Resort  Park  and 
September  24-26  are  the  tentative  dates.  —  Tina  Ricketts,  Recording  Secretary. 


BIRDS  OBSERVED  AT  THE  ANNUAL 
SPRING  MEETING,  1993 

Birds  observed  on  Saturday  field  trips  at  Barren  River  State  Resort  Park  were 
Double-crested  Cormorant,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Great  Egret,  Canada  Goose,  Wood 
Duck,  Mallard,  Black  Vulture,  Turkey  Vulture,  Osprey,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk, 
Cooper’s  Hawk,  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  American  Kestrel,  Northern 
Bobwhite,  American  Coot,  Killdeer,  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Common  Snipe,  Rock  Dove, 
Mourning  Dove,  Black-billed  Cuckoo,  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  Great  Horned  Owl, 
Chuck-will’s-widow,  Chimney  Swift,  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Belted 
Kingfisher,  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker, 
Hairy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Eastern  Wood-Pewee, 
Acadian  Flycatcher,  Eastern  Phoebe,  Great-crested  Flycatcher,  Eastern  Kingbird, 
Purple  Martin,  Tree  Swallow,  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow,  Cliff  Swallow,  Barn 
Swallow,  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  Carolina  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  White¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch,  Carolina  Wren,  Sedge  Wren,  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher,  Eastern  Bluebird,  Swainson’s  Thrush,  Hermit  Thrush,  Wood  Thrush, 
American  Robin,  Gray  Catbird,  Northern  Mockingbird,  Brown  Thrasher,  Water  Pipit, 
European  Starling,  White-eyed  Vireo,  Solitary  Vireo,  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Blue-winged 
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Warbler,  Tennessee  Warbler,  Orange-crowned  Warbler,  Nashville  Warbler,  Northern 
Parula,  Yellow  Warbler,  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  Cape  May  Warbler,  Yellow-rumped 
Warbler,  Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  Pine  Warbler, 
Prairie  Warbler,  Palm  Warbler,  Bay-breasted  Warbler,  Blackpoll  Warbler,  Black- 
and-White  Warbler,  American  Redstart,  Prothonotary  Warbler,  Ovenbird,  Northern 
Water-thrush,  Louisiana  Waterthrush,  Kentucky  Warbler,  Common  Yellowthroat, 
Hooded  Warbler,  Yellow-breasted  Chat,  Summer  Tanager,  Scarlet  Tanager,  Northern 
Cardinal,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Blue  Grosbeak,  Indigo  Bunting,  Rufous-sided 
Towhee,  Chipping  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  Swamp  Sparrow,  White- 
throated  Sparrow,  Bobolink,  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Eastern  Meadowlark,  Common 
Grackle,  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  Orchard  Oriole,  Northern  Oriole,  American 
Goldfinch  and  House  Sparrow  for  a  total  of  114  species.  Additional  species  observed 
on  Sunday  field  trips  were  Green-backed  Heron  and  Housefinch,  which  brought  the 
weekend  total  to  116  species. 


ATTENDANCE  AT  THE  SPRING  MEETING 
AT  BARREN  RIVER  STATE  RESORT  PARK 

BEAVER  DAM:  Bob  Stocking 
BEREA:  Art  and  Tina  Ricketts 
BEVERLY:  Sam  and  Ester  Lawson 

BOWLING  GREEN:  Blaine  Ferrell,  Donovan  Freeman,  Vera  Freeman,  Herb  and 
Jackie  Shadowen 
BROOKSVILLE:  Jerry  O’Hair 

BURLINGTON:  Joe  and  Kathy  Caminiti,  Lee  and  Lynda  McNeely 

CARLISLE:  Virginia  and  Wendell  Kingsolver 

COX’S  CREEK:  Dona  Coates,  Roger  Coates 

DANVILLE:  Neil  and  Ginny  Eklund 

GILBERTSVILLE:  Rowena  Cary 

GLASGOW:  Russell  Starr 

LEXINGTON:  Joy  Dawson 

LEITCHFIELD:  Alita  Wilson,  Montelle  Wilson 

LOUISVILLE:  Celia  Lawrence,  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.,  Rose  Monroe,  Brainard  Palmer- 
Ball,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Pike,  Mrs.  Anne  Stamm,  Mike  Stinson,  Tanya  Stinson 
MACEO:  Bert  Powell,  Millie  Powell 
MOREHEAD:  Fred  Busroe 
MURRAY:  Clell  T.  Peterson 

OWENSBORO:  Margaret  Craig,  Anne  Greenfield,  Mary  Lydia  Greenwell,  John 

Humphrey,  MariLee  Thompson,  Wendell  Thompson 

PADUCAH:  Bernice  Caddell 

PEWEE  VALLEY:  Jean  M.  Gleason 

PROSPECT:  Coleen  F.  Mansmith,  Fred  T.  Mansmith 

ROUGH  RIVER:  I)r.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  L.  Clay 

STANLEY:  Anna  Lee  Stevenson,  Tom  Stevenson 

TAYLOR  MILL:  Gary  O’Hair 

RICHMOND,  IND:  Janet  Wickersham 

DYERSVILLE,  TENN:  Ken  Leggett,  Betty  Leggett 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Mike  Stinson  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird  sightings  from 
around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 

K.O.S.  Fall  Meeting 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  will  hold  its  fall  meeting  at  Cumberland 
Falls  State  Resort  Park  during  September  24  through  26.  Please  mark  the  dates  on 
your  calendar  and  plan  to  attend. 
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THE  SPRING  SEASON,  1993 

Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.,  and  Anne  L.  Stamm 

Spring  1993  was  a  rather  strange  season,  both  weatherwise  and  birdwise.  Precipi¬ 
tation  varied  from  norms  to  less  than  an  inch  a  month;  temperature  averaged  more 
than  two  degrees  below  normal  in  March  but  slightly  above  normal  in  April  and 
May.  Despite  the  figures,  the  early  spring  seemed  cool  and  wet,  with  both  vegetation 
and  bird  mirgration  delayed  at  least  a  week  up  until  mid-April.  Rain  was  sufficieent 
in  western  Kentucky  to  flood  the  lower  Ohio  River  bottoms,  thus  closing  access  to 
the  best  birding  areas  there  from  Ballard  County  south  during  the  major  part  of  the 
migration  in  May. 

The  first  reported  push  of  transients  began  on  April  23  and  continued  until  May 
8,  at  which  time  unseasonably  mid-summer  hot  weather  basically  closed  down  the 
passerine  migration;  even  the  normally  later  migrants  were  scarce  thereafter.  Tra- 
sient  thrush  numbers,  for  example,  were  very  low,  especially  Veeries  and  Gray¬ 
cheeked  Thrushes.  The  peak  of  the  warbler  migration  appeared  to  be  the  first  few 
days  in  May.  Shorebird  migration  was  noticeable  only  in  late  May  in  southwestern 
Kentucky. 

Abbreviations:  Anch  =  Anchorage,  Jefferson  County;  BWMA  =  Ballard  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  Ballard  County;  BD  =  Barkley  Dam,  Lyon  County;  BCNP  = 
Beargrass  Creek  Nature  Preserve,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  BPS  =  Big  Pond 
Sanctuary,  Grayson  County;  Bon  =  Bondurant,  Fulton  County;  BOCL  =  Boone  Cliffs 
Nature  Preserve,  Boone  County;  CEL  =  Camp  Ernst  Lake,  near  Burlington,  Boone 
County;  CCWMA  =  Cane  Creek  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Laurel  County;  CRL 
=  Cave  Run  Lake,  Rowan  County;  CL  =  Cooley’s  Lake,  near  Monticello,  Wayne 
County;  Dan  =  Danville,  Boyle  County;  DD  =  Dix  Dam,  Mercer  County;  EBPP  = 
East  Bend  Power  Plant,  Boone  County;  Falls  =  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Jefferson 
County;  Glas  =  Glasgow,  Barren  County;  GRL  =  Green  River  Lake,  Taylor  County; 
Hick  =  Hickman,  Fulton  County;  KD  =  Kentucky  Dam,  Livingston/Marshall  coun¬ 
ties;  LCWMA  =  Lake  Cumberland  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Pulaski  County;  L#9 
=  Lake  No.  9,  Fulton  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County;  LBL  =  Land 
Between  the  Lakes,  Lyon  County;  Leit  =  Leitchfield,  Grayson  County;  Lou  =  Louis¬ 
ville,  Jefferson  County;  Mad  =  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  MCNP  =  Mammoth 
Cave  National  Park,  Edmonson  County;  Mayf  =  Mayfair  Basins,  Louisville,  Jefferson 
County;  Mid  =  Middletown  quarry,  eastern  Jefferson  County;  MCFH  =  Minor  E. 
Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County;  NBSP  =  Natural  Bridge  State  Park,  Powell 
County;  OFL  =  Owsley  Fork  Lake,  Madison  County;  PHSM  =  Peabody  Homestead 
Surface  Mine,  Ohio  County;  Pet  =  Petersburg,  Boone  County;  PCP  =  Pulaski  County 
Park;  PRP  =  Pumphouse  Road  Pond,  Pulaski  County;  SWMA  =  Sauerheber  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  Henderson  County;  Som  =  Somerset,  Pulaski  County;  TP  = 
Thurston’s  Pond,  near  Monticello,  Wayne  County;  WRA  =  Waitsboro  Recreational 
Area,  Pulaski  County;  UKAEF  =  University  of  Kentucky  Agricultural  Experimental 
Farm,  Lexington,  Fayette  County. 

Loons  through  Herons  —  There  were  scattered  reports  of  Com.  Loons  during  the 
period,  including  seven  at  GRL,  Mar.  10  (KC,  LR);  two  at  Silo  Overlook,  LBL,  Apr. 
3  (CP);  one  at  LPew,  Apr.  23,  and  6  there  on  May  13  (JH);  two  on  Wysox  Lake, 
PHSM,  May  8  (MM,  BM,  BMIII);  and  one  at  Pet,  May  8  (LM).  Eleven  Homed  Grebes 
were  on  GRL,  Mar.  10  (KC,  LR);  from  one  to  seven  were  at  DD,  early  Mar.-mid-April 
(FL,  WK);  two  were  on  LPew,  Mar.  29  (JH);  and  the  largest  concentration  ever 
recorded  at  CRL  was  26  on  Mar  27,  25  on  Mar  28,  with  eight  still  there  on  Apr.  3 
(FB).  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  widespread  with  three  observed  at  PCP,  Apr. 
16  (JE);  about  12  reported  from  Silo  Overlook,  LBL,  Apr.  17  (CP);  more  than  60  on 
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the  Kentucky  River  south  of  1-24,  Lyon  Co.,  Apr.  17  (CP,  HCh);  three  on  the  Ohio 
River  near  Henderson,  Henderson  Co.,  Apr.  24  (MM,  CMS,  BM);  13  at  Pet,  Apr.  24 
(LM);  two  at  the  Falls,  Jefferson  Co.,  May  7  (PB,  JB);  a  flock  of  25  over  Barren  River 
Lake,  Allen  Co.,  1  May  (CMS  et  al.);  and  three  on  Wysox  Lake,  PHSM,  May  8  (MM, 
BM,  BMIII).  A  rare  Least  Bittern  was  at  the  marsh  where  they  have  occurred  previ-i 
ously  on  the  PHSM,  May  8  (MM,  BM,  BMIII).  Great  Blue  Herons  were  common) 
throughout  the  state.  There  were  numbers  of  Great  Egrets  near  Bon,  with  23  on  Apr.1 
23,  32  on  May  11,  and  16  on  May  17  (CP);  also  noted  in  Fulton  Co.  were  6  on  May 
9  (MM,  BM,  BMIII),  and  30  on  May  22  (PB,  JB,  BBC).  Snowy  Egrets  were  recorded 
in  southwestern  Fulton  Co.,  mostly  near  Bon  and  along  the  levee  near  L#9,  with  11 
on  Apr.  23,  9  on  May  11,  and  13  on  May  17  (CP),  also  30  on  May  22  (PB,  JB,  BBC). 
Little  Blue  Herons  were  observed  only  in  southwestern  Kentucky;  more  than  20  were 
on  BWMA,  May  9  (MM,  BM,  BMIII),  six  white  individuals  were  near  Bon,  May  11 
(CP),  24  blue  adults  were  at  Yellow  Dog  Cutoff,  Mayfield  Creek,  McCracken  Co., 
May  11  (CP);  and  30  were  noted  in  Fulton  Co.,  May  22  (PB,  JB,  BBC).  Two  Cattle 
Egrets  were  at  Pet,  in  northern  Kentucky,  Apr.  21  (LM);  otherwise  reports  were  from 
southwestern  Kentucky,  with  four  in  Hickman  Co.,  May  9  (MM,  BM,  BMIII),  16  near! 
Bon,  May  11  and  21  (CP),  and  more  than  100  in  Fulton  Co.,  May  22  (PB,  JB,  BBC).) 
The  earliest  arrival  for  the  Green-backed  Heron  was  one  at  PRP,  Apr.  8  ( JE).  Black-, 
crowned  Night-Herons  were  reported  only  from  the  two  usual  locations,  around  Louis¬ 
ville,  and  below  KD  and  BD.  An  Am.  Bittern  appeared  after  a  rainstorm  in  a  suburban 
yard  in  Seneca  Park,  Lou,  Apr.  14  (MM,  CMS). 

Waterfowl  —  Three  white  morph  Snow  Geese  were  noted  at  EBPP,  Mar.  13  (LM). 
Large  numbers  of  Green-winged  Teal  were  at  SWMA,  Mar.  27,  with  at  least  225 
birds  present  (KC,  BBC).  Am.  Wigeons  were  reported  widely;  ten  were  at  OFL,  16 
Mar.  (AR,  TR);  44  were  at  DD,  Mar.  20  (FL,  WK);  four  were  seen  on  Lentz’s  Pond, 
Jefferson  Co.,  Mar.  23  (BM);  one  was  west  of  Mad,  Mar.  29  (JH);  and  one  was  at 
SWMA,  Apr.  24  (MM,  CMS,  BM).  Blue-winged  Teal  were  scattered  through  most  of 
central  and  western  Kentucky,  with  reports  of  singles  as  far  east  as  OFL  24  Mar.j 
(AR,  TR),  and  Gainesborough  Farm,  Woodford  Co.,  May  21  (KP),  and  two  at  PRP,! 
Mar.  10  (JE).  Six  N.  Shovelers  were  at  CL,  Mar.  6  (JE),  and  two  at  TP,  Mar.  6  ( JE); 
five  were  at  LPew,  Mar.  8  (JH);  six  were  seen  on  GRL,  Mar.  10  (KC,  LR);  12  were 
noted  on  Lentz’s  Pond,  Jefferson  Co.,  Mar.  15  (JE),  and  six  there  on  Mar.  23  (BM); 
150  were  on  SWMA,  Mar.  27  (KC,  BBC);  and  22  were  atBD,  May  8  (MM,  BM,  BMIII). 
A  pair  of  N.  Pintails  were  observed  on  a  pond  off  Schuler  Lane,  Oldham  Co.,  May 
23  (BM,  BMIII).  Four  Canvasbacks  were  present  at  CL,  Mar.  6,  and  two  the  same 
day  at  TP  (JE).  There  were  23  Redheads  on  CRL,  Mar.  5  (FB),  two  near  Som,  Mar. 
3  (JE),  15  at  WRA,  Mar.  6  (JE),  an  12  at  CL,  Mar.  6  (JE);  the  species  was  noted  on 
the  Mid,  with  more  than  25  there  on  Mar.  18  and  seven  on  Mar.  23  (BM).  Ring-necked 
Ducks  were  widespread,  with  20  near  Som,  Mar.  3  (JE),  more  than  25  at  CL,  Mar. 
6  (JE),  five  at  LPew,  Mar.  8  (JH),  a  maximum  of  50  at  EBPP,  Mar.  13  (LM),  a 
maximum  of  at  least  75  on  the  Mid,  Mar.  18  and  23  (BM),  20  on  OFL,  Mar.  24  (AR, 
TR),  92  west  of  Mad,  Mar.  24  (JH),  25  at  DD,  Mar.  25  (FL,  WK),  and  120  at  SWMA, 
Mar.  27  (KC,  BBC).  A  maximum  of  38  Lesser  Scaup  were  on  CEL,  Mar.  10  (LM);  a 
maximum  of  at  least  50  were  on  the  Mid,  Mar.  18  (BM);  27  were  along  Bear  Cemetery 
Road,  Mad,  Mar.  29  (JH);  and  one  was  near  the  levee  road,  southwestern  Fulton  Co., 
May  22  (PB,  JB,  BBC).  The  only  reports  of  Com.  Goldeneyes  were  of  one  female  at 
TP,  Mar.  6  (JE),  and  four  birds  on  GRL,  Mar.  10  (KC,  LR).  Buffleheads  were  scattered 
throughout  the  season,  with  four  near  Som,  Mar.  3  (JE),  16  on  GRL,  Mar.  10  (KC, 
LR),  there  on  the  Mid,  Mar.  18  (BM),  four  at  PCP,  Mar.  22  (JE),  four  at  SWMA,  Mar. 
27  (KC,  BBC),  three  along  Bear  Cemetery  Road,  Mad,  Mar.  29  (JH);  and  two  on 
LPew,  Apr.  7  (JH).  A  maximum  of  19  Hooded  Mergansers  was  noted  at  Pet,  Mar.  21 
(LM);  five  were  at  BD,  May  8  (MM,  BM,  BMIII)  two  at  KD,  May  8 (MM,  BM,  BMIII),  six 
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along  the  levee  road  in  southwestern  Fulton  Co.,  May  22  (PB,  JB,  BBC),  and  one  in 
the  BWMA,  May  23  (LM).  A  count  of  76  Red-breasted  Mergansers  at  GRL,  Mar.  10 
(KC,  LR),  was  the  largest  number  of  the  species  reported;  a  maximum  of  40 
was  present  at  Pet,  Mar.  28  (LM).  One  Ruddy  duck  was  at  SWMA,  Mar.  27  (KC, 
BBC);  nine  were  at  PCP,  Apr.  12  (JE);  and  16  were  on  LPew,  Apr.  7  (JH),  and  15 
there  on  Apr.  12  (JH). 

Birds  of  Prey  —  The  earliest  Ospreys  were  singles  at  MCFH,  Apr.  10  (FB),  at  PCP, 
Apr.  10  (JE),  and  in  Barren  Co.,  Apr.  13  (MS);  at  Honker  Lake  in  LBL,  the  species 
nested  (CP,  PB,  JB).  A  Mississippi  Kite  was  seen  on  the  Ballard  Co.  Wildlife  Manage¬ 
ment  Area,  May  9  (MM,  BM,  BMIII);  one  in  each  of  Fulton,  Carlisle  and  Ballard  cos. 
was  seen,  May  22  (CP);  25  were  observed  in  Fulton  Co.  May  22  (PB,  JB,  BBC);  and 
6-10  were  noted  at  Ballard  Wildlife  Management  Area,  May  23  (LM).  Bald  Eagles 
were  abundant  in  western  Kentucky,  with  nests  in  LBL,  on  the  BWMA,  at  SWMA, 
and  along  the  levee  near  L#9,  Fulton  Co.  (KC,  BBC,  CP);  at  CRL  and  MCFH,  one 
or  two  were  noted  between  Apr.  3  and  Apr.  18  (FB).  N.  Harriers  were  noted  as  follows: 
two  at  Short  Creek,  Grayson  Co.,  Mar.  16  (KC);  one  at  SWMA,  Mar.  27  (KC,  BBC); 
one  at  Middle  Creek,  Boone  Co.,  Apr.  3,  and  May  15  (LM);  20-25  at  PHSM,  Apr.  26 
(KC,  HC),  with  three  remaining  there  at  least  until  May  24  (LM).  The  earliest 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  observed  at  PCP,  Apr.  10  (JE).  A  Merlin  was  seen  at  the 
Lexington  Cemetery,  Fayette  Co.,  1,  May  9  (AR,  TR). 

Grouse  through  Terns  —  A  Ruffed  Grouse  was  observed  in  the  CCWMA,  May  1 
(JE).  Three  Wild  Turkeys  were  noted  in  the  CCWMA,  May  14,  and  one  there  May 
21  (JE);  one  was  heard  at  LCWMA,  May  12  (JE).  Six  Soras  were  at  SWMA,  Apr.  24 
(MM,  CMS,  BM).  Migrating  Sandhill  Cranes  were  observed  just  east  of  Elizabethtown, 
Hardin  Co.,  with  20,  Mar.  6  (AW),  just  south  of  Leit,  Mar.  6  (AW),  at  Lou,  with  30 
on  Mar.  7  (RM,  BM,  MM),  in  eastern  Jefferson  Co.  with  25-30,  Mar.  11  (RM,  fide 
BM),  60  over  the  Lincoln  Parkway,  Green  Co.,  Mar.  16  (KC,  LR),  eight  west  of 
Bardstown,  Nelson  Co.,  Mar.  25  (AW),  and  four  over  Science  Hill,  Pulaski  Co.,  Apr. 
6  (JE).  Am.  Coots  were  widely  reported,  with  a  maximum  of  116  on  LPew,  Apr.  7 
(JH).  Six  Semipalmated  Plovers  were  in  Fulton  Co.,  May  9  (MM,  BM,  BMIII),  and 
15  were  noted  there,  May  22  (PB,  JB,  BBC).  Four  Am.  Avocets  were  discovered  on 
the  Mid,  Apr.  14  (MM,  BM,  CMS).  Eight  Greater  Yellowlegs  were  at  SWMA,  Mar. 
27  (KC,  BBC),  and  15  were  there,  Apr.  24  (MM,  CMS,  BM);  two  were  seen  at  Hays 
Kennedy  Park,  Jefferson  Co.,  Apr.  23  (BM,  MM,  CMS);  at  least  15  were  in  Fulton 
Co.,  May  9  (MM,  BM,  BMIII);  and  about  200  were  present  near  Bon,  May  11  (CP). 
One  Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  on  SWMA,  Mar.  27  (KC,  BBC),  and  more  than  20  were 
there,  Apr.  24  (MM,  CMS,  BM);  five  were  in  Hays  Kennedy  Park,  Jefferson  Co.,  Apr. 
23  (BM,  MM,  CMS);  more  than  50  were  in  Fulton  Co.,  May  9  (MM,  BM,  BMIII);  and 
at  least  200  were  present  near  Bon ,  May  1 1  ( CP) .  Solitary  Sandpipers  were  widespread , 
with  the  largest  number  reported  of  16  near  Bon,  May  11  (CP).  Spotted  Sandpipers 
were  scattered  throughout  western  and  central  Kentucky,  with  the  most  easterly 
record  of  one  at  NBSP,  Apr.  30  (PB,  JB);  the  earliest  report  was  one  at  PCP,  Apr. 
12  (JE).  Four  Whimbrel  were  southwest  of  Hickman,  Fulton  Co,  May  22  (PB,  JB, 
BBC),  constituting  the  fourth  Kentucky  record.  The  only  White-rumped  Sandpipers 
were  12  in  Fulton  Co.,  May  22  (PB,  JB,  BBC).  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  fairly  wide¬ 
spread,  with  a  maximum  of  about  50  near  Bon,  May  11  (CP).  Many  “peeps,”  mostly 
Semipalmated  and  Least  Sandpipers,  were  near  Bon,  with  30  noted  on  May  11  (CP). 
There  was  but  one  report  of  Stilt  Sandpipers,  20-25  birds  near  Bon,  May  11  (CP). 
Am.  Woodcocks  were  noted  with  one  at  Cave  City,  Barren  Co.,  Mar.  1  (MS),  3-4  heard 
near  BPS,  Mar.  8  (KC,  HC),  one  heard  at  Science  Hill,  Pulaski  Co.,  Mar.  27  (JE), 
several  noted  in  southern  Marion  Co.,  Apr.  21-27  (KP),  four  seen  near  KD, 
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May  8  (MM,  BMIII),  and  three  observed  at  LCWMA,  May  12  (JE).  Adult  Laughing 
Gulls  were  at  KD,  May  8  (MM,  BM,  BMIII),  and  at  the  Falls,  May  23  (BM,  BMIII). 

A  single  Franklin’s  Gull  was  flying  over  the  Mississippi  River,  Fulton  Co.,  May  22 
(PB,  JB,  BBC).  A  flock  of  more  than  25  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  observed  at  Lees 
Ford  Dock  on  Lake  Cumberland,  Pulaski  Co.,  Mar.  3  (JE);  nine  were  over  GRL,  Mar. 
10  (KC,  LR);  and  four  were  in  LBL,  Apr.  10  (PB,  JB).  A  large  gathering  of  more  than 
600  Ring-billed  Gulls  was  noted  at  Lees  Ford  Dock  on  Lake  Cumberland,  Mar.  9 
(JE).  There  were  one  to  three  Herring  Gulls  at  MCFH,  Mar.  5-Apr.  16  (FB).  Single 
Caspian  Terns  were  at  DD,  Apr.  29  (FL,  WK),  and  at  BD,  May  24  (LM).  Eight  Com. 
Terns  were  noted  at  MCFH,  Apr.  9  (FB).  Two  Least  Terns  were  at  Hick,  May  9  (MM, 
BM,  BMIII);  30  were  noted  in  Fulton  Co.,  May  22  (PB,  JB,  BBC);  and  three  were  on 
Mitchell  Lake,  BWMA,  May  23  (LM). 

Cuckoos  through  Swallows  —  Single  Black-billed  Cuckoos  were  at  Barren  River 
Lake  State  Park,  Barren  Co.,  May  2  (LM,  CMS,  VK,  WK,  KOS),  at  Dan,  May  3  and 

4  (FL),  and  at  Leit,  May  4  (AW);  two  were  noted  at  BPS,  May  8  (KC).  The  earliest 
Com.  Nighthawks  reported  were  two  at  Som,  Apr.  29  (JE),  and  singles  at  BPS,  Apr. 
29  (KC)  and  at  Lou,  Apr.  30  (BM).  The  first  Whip-poor-will  was  heard  at  Mad,  Apr. 
10  (BW).  The  earliest  Chuck-will’s-widow  report  was  of  two  heard  at  BPS,  Apr.  6  1 
(KC).  A  single  Chimney  Swift  appeared  over  Anchorage,  Jefferson  Co,  Mar.  31  (MM). 
The  earliest  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were  two  noted  at  BPS,  Apr.  13  (KC,  HC). 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were  widespread  and  especially  common  in  southwestern 
Kentucky;  one  noted  along  route  499  in  Blue  Grass  Army  Depot,  Madison  Co.,  May 

5  (AR,  TR),  was  from  a  county  where  they  are  uncommon.  The  latest  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  was  one  bird  in  MCNP,  Apr.  23  (PB,  JB,  DC).  Two  Yellow-bellied  Flycatch¬ 
ers  were  at  BCNP,  May  29  (CMS).  There  were  a  number  of  Willow  Flycatcher  reports: 
two  at  Pet,  May  8  (LM);  one  at  Bellview,  Boone  Co.,  May  8  (LM);  one  at  Elk  Creek 
bridge,  Hopkins  Co.,  May  17  (JH);  calling  at  the  usual  location  near  Perryville,  Boyle  i 
Co.,  May  22  (FL,  WK);  and  a  pair  calling  at  Mayf,  May  23  (BM,  BMIII).  The  earliest 
E.  Phoebe  report  was  of  one  at  MCNP,  Mar.  21  (PB,  JB).  The  first  Great  Crested  : 
Flycatcher  record  is  of  two  at  BPS,  Apr.  7  (KC).  A  single  E.  Kingbird  was  noted  at 
Anch,  Apr.  21  (MM).  The  earliest  Purple  Martins  were  noted  Mar.  23,  at  Leit  (AW). 
Single  early  Tree  Swallows  were  seen  at  TP,  Mar.  6  (JE),  and  along  the  Lincoln 
Parkway,  Green  Co.,  Mar.  10  (KC,  LR);  there  were  approximately  200  at  MCFH, 
Mar.  27,  which  number  dwindled  to  150  by  Apr.  18,  but  nesting  in  bluebird  boxes 
was  also  evident  this  year.  Five  N.  Rough-winged  Swallows  appeared  at  PRP,  Mar. 

31  (JE).  A  Bank  Swallow  was  noted  at  SWMA,  Apr.  24  (BM).  The  first  records  of 
Barn  Swallow  were  singles  near  the  Pulaski,  Wayne  Co.  line,  Mar.  27  (JE),  and  from 
Leit,  Mar.  28  (AW).  At  least  50  Cliff  Swallows  appeared  Apr.  16  at  MCFH,  with 
nesting  again  on  dam  tower  of  CRL  (FB);  numbers  of  this  species  were  at  the  Rough 
River  Lake  bridges,  Grayson/Breckinridge  cos. ,  with  60  +  observed  on  May  29  ( KC). 

Crows  through  Vireos  —  At  least  six  Fish  Crows  were  on  BWMA,  May  9  (MM, 
BM,  BMIII).  There  was  but  one  report  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  a  single  bird  at 
Sportsman’s  Lake,  Hodgenville,  Larue  Co.,  Mar.  10  (KC,  LR).  The  latest  Brown 
Creeper  was  on  BCNP,  Apr.  27  (PB,  JB).  One  Sedge  Wren  was  seen  at  Barren  River 
Lake,  Barren  Co.,  1  May  (CMS  et  al.).  A  single  Winter  Wren  was  noted  at  MCNP, 
Mar.  21  (PB,  JB);  three  were  noted  at  PCP,  Apr.  17  (JE).  One  House  Wren  appeared 
on  Apr.  12  at  Cave  City,  Barren  Co.  (MS).  The  earliest  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  were 
one  at  Glas,  Apr.  10  (RS),  and  two  at  BPS,  Apr.  11  (KC).  The  latest  report  of  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet  was  one  bird  at  Mad,  May  4  (JH).  Veeries  were  observed  at  BOCL, 
on  May  8  and  May  25  (LM).  The  earliest  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes  were  singles  at 
Lou,  Apr.  23  (BM,  MM),  and  at  SWMA,  Apr.  24  (MM,  CMS,  BM).  The  first  Swainson’s 
Thrush  was  noted  at  Lou,  Apr.  23  (MM,  CMS,  BM).  Late  Hermit  Thrushes  were 
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recorded  on  Apr.  23  with  two  at  Lou  (MM,  CMS,  BM),  one  in  northeastern  Jefferson 
Co.  (KC,  LR),  and  two  at  the  BCNP  (PB,  JB).  The  first  Wood  Thrush  appeared  at 
the  BCNP,  Apr.  21  (PB,  JB).  The  earliest  Gray  Catbird  was  one  in  eastern  Jefferson 
Co.,  Mar.  25  (AS).  Two  Brown  Trashers  were  noted  at  BPS,  Mar.  18  (KC,  HC).  Single 
early  White-eyed  Vireos  were  at  LPew,  Apr.  12  (JH),  and  at  BPS,  Apr.  15  (KC).  Two 
Yellow-throated  Vireos  were  noted  at  PCP,  Apr.  14  (JE).  Single  Solitary  Vireos  were 
seen  at  Anch,  Apr.  20  and  21  (MM,  BM),  at  Leit,  Apr.  30  (AW),  and  in  Ohio  Co., 
May  8  (MM,  BM,  BMIII).  The  earliest  Warbling  Vireos  were  one  at  LPew,  Apr.  23 
(JH),  and  two  at  SWMA,  Apr.  24  (MM,  BM,  CMS).  One  Philadelphia  Vireo  was 
present  at  Anch,  Apr.  28  (MM,  BM),  and  another  was  in  Ohio  Co.,  May  8  (MM,  BM, 
BMIII).  The  first  Red-eyed  Vireo  was  at  Glas,  Apr.  23  (RS). 


Warblers  —  The  first  Blue-winged  Warbler  was  reported  from  Glas,  Apr.  23  (RS). 
The  earliest  Golden-winged  Warblers  were  two  at  MCNP,  Apr.  24  (PB,  JB,  DC).  A 
single  male  hybrid  Lawrence’s  Warbler  was  photographed  in  Anch,  May  7  (MM),  the 
fifth  Kentucky  record.  The  earliest  reported  Tennessee  Warblers  were  tower  kills 
picked  up  at  Henderson,  Henderson  Co.,  Apr.  24  (MM,  BM,  CMS).  One  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler  was  in  northeastern  Jefferson  Co.,  Apr  23  (KC,  LR).  Two  Nashville 
Warblers  were  noted  on  BCNP,  Apr.  21  (PB,  JB,  DC).  The  first  N.  Parulas  were  seen 
at  LBL,  Apr.  10  (PB,  JB),  and  MCNP,  Apr.  11  (PB,  JB).  Yellow  Warbler  arrivals 
included  single  birds  at  LPew,  Apr.  23  (JH),  Glas,  Apr.  23  (RS),  and  MCNP,  Apr.  24 
(PB,  JB,  DC),  and  three  birds  at  SWMA,  Apr.  24  (MM,  BM,  CMS).  A  Magnolia 
Warbler  was  observed  at  Glas,  Apr.  28  (RS).  The  earliest  Cape  May  Warblers  were 
seen  at  Anch,  Apr.  28  (MM,  BM)  and  at  PCP  the  same  day  (JE);  in  southern  Madison 
Co.,  the  species  was  recorded  on  many  dates  and  was  the  most  common  warbler  in 
1993  in  this  country  (AR,  TR).  A  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was  at  NBSP,  Apr. 
30  (PB,  JB);  a  male  was  seen  and  heard  at  BCNP,  May  5  (CMS);  a  male  was  in 
CCWMA,  May  7  (JE);  and  two  were  recorded  at  BOCL,  May  8  (LM).  Two  early 
Black-throated  Green  Warblers  were  observed  at  Anch,  Apr.  14  (MM,  BM),  and  two 
more  in  northeastern  Jefferson  Co.,  Apr  18  (KC,  LR).  Three  Blackburnian  Warblers 
were  first  noted  at  MCNP,  Apr.  24  (PB,  JB,  DC).  A  Yellow-throated  Warbler  appeared 
at  LBL,  Apr.  10  (PB,  JB).  A  Pine  Warbler  was  present  at  BPS,  Mar.  8-17  (KC,  HC); 
two  were  at  Sportsman’s  Lake,  Hodgenville,  Larue  Co.,  Mar.  10  (KC,  LR),  and  one 
was  heard  at  Mad,  Mar.  18  (JH).  A  male  Prairie  Warbler  was  at  Anch,  Apr.  20  (MM), 
two  were  on  BCNP,  Apr.  21  (PB,  JB),  singing  males  were  in  southern  Marion  Co., 
Apr.  21  (KP),  and  three  were  in  northeastern  Jefferson  Co.,  Apr  23  (KC,  LR).  Two 
Palm  Warblers  were  seen  in  northeastern  Jefferson  Co.,  Apr  18  (KC,  LR),  and  two 
more  at  SWMA,  Apr.  24  (MM,  BM,  CMS).  Earliest  reports  of  Bay-breasted  Warblers 
were  two  birds  at  NBSP,  Apr.  30  (PB,  JB),  and  of  Blackpoll  Warbler,  a  single  bird 
at  Brown  Park,  Jefferson  Co.,  Apr.  29  (PB,  JB).  A  male  Cerulean  Warbler  was  present 
at  CCWMA,  Apr.  14  (JE).  The  first  report  of  Black-and-white  Warbler  ws  of  one  at 
MCNP,  Apr.  11  (PB,  JB).  One  Am.  Redstart  arrived  on  BCNP,  Apr.  21  (PB,  JB). 
Prothonotary  Warblers  were  first  noted  at  LBL,  with  at  least  seven  birds  present 
Apr.  10  (PB,  JB);  a  male  was  seen  the  same  day  in  PCP  (JE).  Single  Worm-eating 
Warblers  were  seen  at  BCNP,  Apr.  22  (PB,  JB),  and  in  northeastern  Jefferson  Co., 
Apr.  23  (KC,  LR).  One  N.  Waterthrush  was  recorded  on  BCNP,  Apr.  23  (PB,  JB), 
and  another  at  SWMA,  Apr.  24  (MM,  BM,  CMS).  There  was  one  Louisiana  Water- 
thrush  noted  at  MCNP,  Mar.  29  (MS).  The  first  Kentucky  Warbler  was  seen  at  Glas, 
Apr.  24  (RS).  Single  Mourning  Warblers  were  recorded  at  Mad,  May  15  (JH),  and  at 
Anch,  May  18  (BM).  Three  Com.  Yellowthroats  were  reported  at  BPS,  Apr  18  (KC, 
HC).  Single  Hooded  Warblers  first  appeared  at  BCNP,  Apr.  19  (PB,  JB),  and  at  Anch, 
Apr.  20  (MM).  A  Canada  Warbler  was  at  BOCL,  May  8  (LM),  two  at  Million  Park, 
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Richmond,  Madison  Co.,  May  11  (AR,  TR),  three  in  northeastern  Jefferson  Co.,  May 
21  (JA),  and  one  singing  at  Fort  Knox,  Hardin  Co.,  May  20  (CMS).  A  single  Wilson’s 
Warbler  was  observed  in  northeastern  Jefferson  Co.,  May  7  (KC,  JA). 

Tanagers  through  Finches  —  Two  Summer  Tanagers  were  first  noted  at  BPS,  Apr. 
15  (KC).  Two  Scarlet  Tanagers  in  northeastern  Jefferson  Co.,  Apr.  18  (KC,  LR),  were 
the  earliest.  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  seemed  rather  late  in  arriving,  with  the  first 
recorded  in  northeastern  Jefferson  Co.,  Apr.  23  (KC,  LR).  Three  Blue  Grosbeaks  were 
at  SWMA,  Apr.  24  (MM,  BM,  CMS);  they  were  recorded  fairly  far  east  in  Kentucky 
with  three  at  UKAEF,  May  1  (WD),  two  at  OFL,  May  3  (AR,  TR),  and  five  at  surface 
strip  mines  near  Ano,  Pulaski  Co.,  May  22  (JE);  and  singles  were  observed  in  northern 
Kentucky  in  Boone  Co.  at  East  Bend  Power  Plant,  May  7  (LM),  and  at  Petersburg, 
May  8  (LM).  The  earliest  Indigo  Bunting  was  a  male  noted  at  Mad,  Apr.  15  (JH).  By 
early  May,  Dickcissels  were  widespread  in  western  Kentucky;  four  were  noted  in 
eastern  Jefferson  Co.,  May  8  (PB,  JB,  FM,  JM),  and  three  to  six  were  observed  on 
surface  strip  mines  near  Ano,  Pulaski  Co.,  May  14-22  (JE).  Numbers  of  Field  Sparrows 
seemed  to  be  generally  up  this  spring.  A  single  Lark  Sparrow  was  seen  at  SWMA, 
Apr.  24  (MM,  BM,  CMS).  A  Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  noted  at  the  Greater  Cincinnati 
Airport,  Boone  Co.,  May  7  (LM);  by  May  8,  the  species  was  common  at  the  PHSM 
(MM,  BM,  BMIII).  Three  Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  observed  at  the  usual  location  at 
Hopewell  Church,  PHSM,  May  8  (MM,  BM,  BMIII).  Two  Fox  Sparrows  were  noted 
at  BPS,  Mar.  1  (KC,  HC);  the  species  was  present  at  feeders  in  Mad,  Mar.  22-Apr.  6 
(JH).  Single  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  recorded  at  LBL,  Apr.  10  (PB,  JB),  at  Middle 
Creek,  Boone  Co.,  May  8  (LM),  and  on  surface  strip  mines  near  Ano,  Pulaski  Co., 
May  14  (JE).  White-crowned  Sparrows  were  last  noted  at  Leit,  May  20  (AW).  White- 
throated  Sparrows  were  last  recorded  at  Mad,  May  12  (JH).  A  single  late  Dark-eyed 
Junco  was  at  a  feeder  in  Anch,  May  12-15  (MM,  BM).  Two  Boblinks  appeared  near 
Comishville,  Mercer  County,  May  2  (KP);  five  were  seen  on  surface  strip  mines  near 
Ano,  Pulaski  Co.,  May  14  (JE).  One  male  Brewer’s  Blackbird  was  on  the  Morehead 
State  University  campus,  Rowan  Co.,  Apr.  26  (FB).  Single  Orchard  Orioles  were  first 
noted  at  Glas,  Apr.  23  (RS),  and  at  SWMA,  Apr.  24  (MM,  BM,  CMS),  One  N.  (Balti¬ 
more)  Oriole  was  first  recorded  at  SWMA,  Apr.  24  (BM,  MM,  CMS).  A  Pine  Siskin 
was  observed  with  a  flock  of  Am.  Goldfinches  at  PCP,  Apr.  21  (JE).  A  flock  of  24 
Purple  Finches  was  at  LBL,  Apr.  10  (PB,  JB);  one  female  appeared  at  a  feeder  in 
Anch,  Apr.  22  (MM);  and  the  latest  at  BPS,  was  May  3  (KC). 

Contributors  —  Janet  Aylward  (JA),  Beckham  Bird  Club  field  trip  (BBC),  Jane 
Bell  ( JB),  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  Hap  Chambers  (HCh),  Herbert  Clay  (HC), 
Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Dona  Coates  (DC),  Wayne  Davis  (WD),  Jackie  Elmore  (JE), 
James  Hancock  (JH),  William  Kemper  (WK),  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  field 
trip  (KOS),  Fred  Loetscher  (FL),  Judith  McCandless  (JM),  Lee  McNeely  (LM),  Fred 
Mansmith  (FM),  Burt  Monroe  III  (BMIII),  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.  (BM),  Mark  Monroe 
(MM),  Rose  Monroe  (RM),  Clell  Peterson  (CP),  Kerry  Prather  (KP),  Lene  Rauth  (LR), 
Art  Ricketts  (AR),  Tina  Ricketts  (TR),  Anne  Stamm  (AS),  Russell  Starr  (RS),  C. 
Michael  Stinson  (CMS),  Michael  Sturgeon  (MS),  Bonnie  West  (BW),  Alita  Wilson 
(AW). 
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Kentucky  1993  Midwinter  Bald  Eagle  Survey 

Jim  Durell  and  David  Yancy 

This  was  the  fifteenth  midwinter  bald  eagle  census  for  Kentucky,  beginning  in 
1979.  In  1989,  the  national  effort  was  narrowed  to  include  only  a  few  key  areas. 
Three  key  concentrations  were  selected  in  Kentucky:  Ballard  County  Wildlife  Area, 
Land  Between  the  Lakes  (LBL)  and  Dale  Hollow.  Kentucky  chose  to  continue  the 
census  on  all  established  routes  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  the  state  population. 

Target  dates  for  1993  were  January  8  and  9,  with  alternate  dates  between  January 
1  and  15.  Weather  was  unusually  warm  and  visibility  was  excellent,  as  was  the  case 
last  year.  There  was  virtually  no  ice.  This  warm  weather  did  not  seem  to  discourage 
the  southern  migration  of  eagles. 

Final  tabulation  indicated  261  Bald  Eagles,  of  which  185  (71%)  were  adults.  There 
were  72  immatures  (28%)  and  four  were  not  identified  as  to  age. 

Two  adult  and  three  immature  Golden  Eagles  were  counted  at  Bernheim  Forest 
in  Bullitt  County,  and  two  adults  were  seen  on  Lake  Cumberland.  These  data  are 
presented  by  route  in  Table  1. 

Seventeen  parties  reported  188  other  raptors.  Eight-year  averages  are  listed  in 
parenthesis:  Black  Vulture  66  ( 13),  Turkey  Vulture  12  (10),  Osprey  0  (0.38),  Northern 
Harrier  1  (6),  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  2  (2),  Coopers  Hawk  3  (2.0,  Red-shouldered  Hawk 
3  (3),  Red-tailed  Hawk  55  (81),  Rough-legged  Hawk  0  (2),  American  Kestrel  2  (90), 
Merlin  0  (0.13),  Peregrine  Falcon  1  (.38)  and  unidentified  3  (7). 

Acknowledgements:  This  census  was  conducted  by  130  participants  in  81  parties. 
They  represented  the  Kentucky  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife,  Kentucky  Or¬ 
nithological  Society,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  U.S.  Forest  Service,  Tennessee 
Valley  Authority  (Land  Between  the  Lakes),  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.S. 
Bluegrass  Ordinance  Depot,  Indiana  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  Bernheim 
Forest,  Kentucky  Department  of  Parks  and  the  National  Audubon  Society. 
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TABLE  I  -  Kentucky  Bald  Eagle  Census,  January  1-15,  1993, 
with  some  earlier  high  counts. 


(  )  Eagles  seen  in  a  segment  of  the  route. 

Earlier 

1993 

records 

ROUTE 

Ad. 

Imm. 

Total 

1992 

High 

Year 

Land  Between  the  Lakes 

94 

46 

140 

96 

112 

1990 

Reelfoot  Lake 

1 

8 

9 

3 

Blood  River  -  S.  Calloway 

2 

1990 

Mississippi  River 

6 

6 

23 

72 

1984 

Kentucky  Bend 

(1) 

Ohio  R.,  up  to  Carrsville 

14 

14 

42 

89 

1986 

Ballard  Wildlife  Area 

(12) 

(21) 

Swan  Lake,  Ballard  Co. 

(4) 

Below  Barkley  Dam 

(3) 

| 

West  Ky.  Wildlife  Area 

(3) 

Ohio,  Carrsville  to  Henderson 

7 

1 

8 

13 

17 

1989 

Ohio,  Henderson  to  Meade  Co. 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Ohio,  Meade  to  Louisville 

2 

2 

4 

5 

1986 

Ohio,  Cincinnati  to  Ashland 

1 

1 

Bemheim  Forest  (1  golden) 

3 

1 

4 

0 

3 

1990 

Nolin  River  Lake 

1* 

2 

3 

1990 

Ohio  Co. 

1 

Muhlenberg  Co.,  Green  River 

1 

Todd  Co. 

1 

2* 

Lake  Vega,  Madison  Co. 

1 

1 

1 

Marion  Co. 

1? 

2 

Green  River  Lake 

4 

1 

6* 

9 

12 

1986 

Barren  River  Lake 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1989 

Dale  Hollow,  Ky  portion 

24 

4 

29* 

7 

38 

1989 

Cumberland  River,  below  Burks 

1 

Cumberland  River,  above  Burks 

5 

2 

8* 

1 

8 

1986 

Lake  Cumberland 

11 

3 

14 

9 

26 

1990 

Laurel  Lake 

3 

1 

4 

13 

13 

1992 

Grayson  Lake 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1989 

Martin’s  Fork  Lake 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1988 

Dewey  Lake 

0 

0 

1 

1990 

Cave  Run  Lake 

2 

1 

3 

5 

10 

1989 

Total  Bald  Eagles 

185 

72 

261* 

239 

Golden  Eagles 

4 

3 

7 

Cooperators 

130 

192 

Census  parties 

81 

97 

""Includes  bald  eagles,  age  unknown. 

7  Golden  Eagles:  2  adults  at  Lake  Cumberland 

2  adults  at  Bemheim  Forest. 

3  immatures  at  Bernheim  Forest. 

Other  areas  where  seachers  found  no  eagles:  Kentucky  River,  Guist  Creek  Lake, 
Taylorsville  Lake,  Rough  River  Lake,  Mammoth  Cave,  Lake  Beshear,  lower  Green 
River,  Lake  Vega  and  Herrington,  Wood  Creek,  Linnville,  Buckhom,  Carr  Fork, 
Fishtrap,  Dewey,  Yatesville  and  Paintsville  Lakes. 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Mike  Stinson  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird  sightings  from 
around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 

K.O.S.  Fall  Meeting 

The  Kentucky  Ornithologial  Society  will  hold  its  fall  meeting  at  Cumberland  Falls 
State  Resort  Park  during  September  24  through  26.  If  you  would  like  to  make  a 
presentation  at  the  Friday  evening  meeting,  please  contact  Fred  Busroe,  Department 
of  Biological  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Morehead  State  University,  Morehead, 
Kentucky  40351. 

Peabody  Wildlife  Management  Area  Established 

As  of  1  July  1993,  the  Peabody  Coal  Company  formalized  a  lease  agreement  with 
the  Kentucky  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources  to  oversee  management  of 
approximately  70,000  acres  of  land  in  Ohio  and  Muhlenberg  counties.  Most  of  the 
areas  that  K.O.S.  members  have  visited  in  the  past  few  years  to  view  wintering 
raptors  are  included  within  the  newly  designated  Peabody  Wildlife  Management 
Area  (WMA).  Members  should  be  aware  that  as  part  of  this  lease  agreement,  an 
access  permit  is  now  required  of  anyone  using  the  area,  including  birders.  If  you 
drive  through  the  area  and  bird  from  the  country  roads  you  do  not  need  a  permit, 
but  if  you  use  any  of  the  non-public  roads  and/or  walk  around,  you  should  have  a 
permit.  A  Peabody  WMA  permit  costs  $10.00,  and  is  good  through  February  1995. 
Permits  will  then  be  renewed  annually  on  March  1st  of  each  year. 

Peabody  WMA  permits  are  available  at  a  number  of  sources.  You  can  mail  in 
payment  to:  Peabody  Permit,  Kentucky  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources, 
#1  Game  Farm  Road,  Frankfort,  Kentucky  40601,  or  call  (502)  564-4224.  You  must 
sign  a  waiver  of  liability  as  part  of  this  process,  so  it  may  take  a  couple  of  weeks  to 
acquire  a  permit  through  the  mail.  It  is  much  easier  to  purchase  a  permit  at  one  of 
several  outlets  local  to  the  Peabody  WMA.  The  Minit  Mart  just  north  of  the  Western 
Kentucky  Parkway  at  the  Beaver  Dam  exit  (#76  at  U.S.  231)  would  be  convenient 
to  most  K.O.S.  members.  You  can  pay  for  the  permit,  sign  the  release,  and  acquire 
a  map  to  the  WMA  in  just  a  few  minutes.  Other  locations  where  permits  may  be 
obtained  include,  Walmart  and  Minit  Mart  in  Central  City  and  the  Walmart  between 
Beaver  Dam  and  Hartford. 

K.O.S.  members  are  urged  to  cooperate  by  acquiring  a  permit.  The  Peabody  WMA 
is  sure  to  be  heavily  used  by  hunters  and  fishermen,  and  it  is  hoped  that  K.O.S. 
members  can  show  the  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources  that  many  birders 
are  interested  in  the  area,  as  well.  Questions  concerning  the  Peabody  WMA  can  be 
addressed  to  Jeff  Kays  of  the  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources  at  (502) 
564-4224. 


K.O.S.  Field  Trips 

—  Saturday,  16  October  1993.  A  trip  is  planned  to  observe  shorebirds,  ducks, 
sparrows  and  possibly  a  Sora  at  the  Sloughs  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Henderson, 
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Kentucky.  Meet  at  McDonald’s  on  Highway  41  in  Henderson  at  8:15  a.m.  central 
time.  Bring  a  lunch  and  shoes  suitable  for  a  walk  through  the  marsh.  The  leader 
will  be  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (502)  426-8459. 

—  Saturday  and  Sunday,  6  and  7  November  1993.  Organized  by  Beckham  Bird 
Club  and  led  by  Ken  Brock,  a  trip  to  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan  and  northern  Indiana 
is  planned  to  observe  waterfowl,  gulls  and  rarities.  For  more  information  send  a 
self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  Pat  Bell,  306  Fairlawn  Road,  Louisville,  Ken¬ 
tucky  40207.  Reservations  need  to  be  made  with  Pat  by  15  October  1993.  (502) 
895-7872. 

—  Saturday,  11  December  1993.  Hawks,  Short-eared  Owls  and  other  birds  will  be 
sought  on  the  Ohio  County  strip  mines.  The  group  will  meet  at  Jerry’s  Restaurant 
on  the  Western  Kentucky  Parkway  (near  the  Beaver  Dam  exit)  at  8:00  a.m.  central 
standard  time.  Bring  a  sack  lunch  -  some  may  wish  to  stay  until  early  evening.  Joyce 
Fitzgerald  will  accompany  the  group  led  by  Kathryn  Clay.  (502)  895-3346. 


f- 

7 

The  Kentucky  Warbler 

(Published  by  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society) 


VOL.  69  NOVEMBER,  1993  NO.  4 


ALBERT  R.  MANN 


LIBRARY 

BEG  g  21® 

- ITHACA,  NY  14853 

IN  THIS  ISSUE 


THE  NESTING  SEASON,  1993,  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.  and  Anne  L.  Stamm  .  55 

THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  FALL  MEETING,  SEPTEMBER  24-26, 

1993,  Tina  Ricketts  .  60 

TREASURER’S  REPORT,  C.  Michael  Stinson  .  62 

FIELD  NOTES . 64 

NEWS  AND  VIEWS  . 68 


54 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


Vol.  69 


THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


President  .  Lee  McNeely,  Burlington 

Vice-President . Fred  Busroe,  Morehead 

Corr.  Sec.-Treasurer  .  C.  Michael  Stinson 

2710  Hillside  Terrace,  Louisville,  Kentucky  40206 

Recording  Secretary  .  Tina  Ricketts,  Berea 

Councillors: 

Herbert  Clay,  Louisville  .  1991-1993 

Arthur  Ricketts,  Berea  .  1991-1993 

Bernice  Caddell,  Paducah  .  1992-1994 

Wendell  Kingsolver,  Carlisle  .  1992-1994 


Retiring  President  .  Virginia  Kingsolver,  Carlisle 

Curator  .  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.,  Louisville 

Staff  Artist  .  Ray  Harm 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 

Organ  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society,  published  quarterly  in  February, 
May,  August  and  November.  The  KENTUCKY  WARBLER  is  sent  to  all  members 
not  in  arrears  for  dues.  Membership  dues  are:  Active  or  Regular,  $8.00;  Contributing, 
$15.00;  Student,  $4.00;  Life,  $100.00;  Family,  $2.00  in  addition  to  Regular,  Contribut¬ 
ing,  or  Life  Membership  dues;  Corporate.  All  articles  and  communications  should  be 
addressed  to  the  editor.  Subscriptions,  memberships  and  requests  for  back  issues 
should  be  sent  to  the  treasurer. 


Editor  .  B.  R.  Ferrell,  Biology  Department,  Western  Kentucky  Univ. 

Bowling  Green  42101 


Editorial  Advisory  Board 

Anne  L.  (Mrs.  F.  W.)  Stamm  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr. 

Secretary,  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee  .  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr. 

P.O.  Box  23447,  Anchorage  40223 


THE  COVER 

We  thank  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  for  the  photograph  of  the  Black-necked 
Stilts  (Himantopus  mexicanus).  See  the  Field  Notes  section. 
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THE  NESTING  SEASON,  1993 

Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.  and  Anne  L.  Stamm 

Temperature  for  the  months  of  June  and  July  was  above  normal,  almost  five  degrees 
so  in  July.  Rainfall  for  the  month  of  June  was  above  normal  by  about  half  an  inch, 
and  of  July  nearly  normal.  Severe  weather,  including  tornadoes,  swept  across  Ken¬ 
tucky  June  11  creating  considerable  damage,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  had 
any  significant  effect  on  breeding  bird  populations. 

Abbreviations:  BWMA  =  Ballard  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Ballard  County; 
BPS  =  Big  Pond  Sanctuary,  Grayson  County;  BOCL  =  Boone  Cliffs  Nature  Preserve, 
Boone  County;  CEL  =  Camp  Ernest  Lake,  near  Burlington,  Boone  County;  CRL  =  Cave 
Run  Lake,  Rowan  County;  Hick  =  Hickman,  Fulton  County;  LCWMA  =  Lake  Cumber¬ 
land  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Pulaski  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins 
County;  LBL  =  Land  Between  the  Lakes,  Trigg/Lyon  counties;  Lou  =  Louisville,  Jeffer¬ 
son  County;  MCk  =  Middle  Creek  Park,  Boone  County;  NeJC  =  Northeastern  Jefferson 
County;  PHSM  =  Peabody  Homestead  Surface  Mine,  Ohio  County;  Pet  =  Petersburg, 
Boone  County;  PCP  =  Pulaski  County  Park;  PRP  =  Pumphouse  Road  pond,  Pulaski 
County;  SWMA  =  Sauerheber  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Henderson  County; 
Som  =  Somerset,  Pulaski  County;  TEWMA  =  Twin  Eagle  Wildlife  Management  Area, 
Owen  County. 

Least  Bittern  —  immature,  Mayfield  Creek  (Yellow  Dog  Cutoff),  June  26  (CP). 

Great  Blue  Heron  —  heronry  with  five  active  nests  near  Steamboat  Hollow,  along 
the  Kentucky  River,  Franklin  Co.  (KP);  one  present  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Great  Egret  —  >200,  Fulton  Co.,  July  31  (CP,  HCh,  SL). 

Snowy  Egret  —  ±25,  Fulton  Co.,  July  31  (CP,  HCh,  SL). 

Little  Blue  Heron  —  18  adults,  14  immatures,  Fulton  Co.,  June  17,  same  numbers 
all  season  (CP). 

Cattle  Egret  —  8-12  present  all  season,  Fulton  Co.  (CP). 

Green-backed.  Heron  —  pair  at  1992  nest  near  Owsley  Fork  Lake,  Madison  Co., 
May  5,  one  on  nest  May  25  (AR,  TR);  two,  all  season,  BPS  (HC,  KC);  pair  nesting, 
Kentucky  Lake  near  Hamlin,  Livingston  Co.  (JTE). 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron  —  Lou,  nesting  colony,  at  least  ±  200  nests,  established 
on  grounds  of  Louisville  Zoo  in  1993,  none  on  Shippingport  this  year  (BM,  MS);  one 
seen,  PRP,  June  30-July  24  (JE). 

Canada  Goose  —  A  pair  arrived  at  a  small  lake  in  Ten  Broeck  subdivision,  east 
of  Lou,  March  25  and  remained  to  nest,  five  young  hatching  on  May  10  (FW,  AS). 

Wood  Duck  —  two  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  one  female  with  3  young,  TEWMA, 
July  5  (LM);  15,  Rough  River  Lake,  Grayson  Co.,  July  24  (KC,  HC);  85+  seen,  PRP, 
July  24,  numbers  increased  due  to  nest  boxes  at  site  (JE). 

Mallard  —  five,  LPew,  capable  of  flight,  June  (JH). 

Blue-winged  Teal  —  two  at  pond  NeJC,  June  1  (KC,  JA);  three  pair,  two  with 
paddling  chicks,  Fulton  Co.,  June  15  (JTE,  CP);  one  male  seen,  PRP,  June  30-July 
24  (JE). 
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Hooded  Merganser  —  A  female  with  nine  young  was  on  a  small  pond  in  the  LCWMA, 
May  12  (JE);  one  female,  Fulton  Co.,  June  15  (JTE,  CP). 

Osprey  —  Honker  Lake,  LBL,  nesting  (CP,  PB,  JB). 

Mississippi  Kite  —  near  French  Point,  Fulton  Co.,  11  on  June  15  (JTE,  CP),  and 
five  on  July  31  (HCh,  SL,  CP). 

Bald  Eagle  —  LBL,  BWMA:  abundant,  8  nests  LBL,  several  BWMA  (CP);  i 
Sauerheber  NWR,  Henderson  Co.:  one  on  nest,  March  27  (KC,  BBC);  levee  near  Lake 
#9,  Fulton  Co.  (CP),  with  three  immatures  and  two  adults  on  nest.  May  22  (PB,  JB, 
BBC). 

N.  Harrier  —  one  male,  two  females,  1  June,  PHSM  (KC,  HC). 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  —  one  immature,  BPS,  19  July  (KC)., 

Broad-winged  Hawk  —  two  in  Cumberland  Co.,  June  1,  one  in  Bell  Co.,  June  17, 
one  in  Knott  Co.,  June  18,  and  two  in  Johnson  Co.,  June  19  (SS). 

Wild  Turkey  —  nest  with  17  eggs,  MCNP,  May  10  (MS);  four  hens  with  20  +  chicks, 
Pulaski  Co.  July  11  (Elaine  Walton,  fide  JE);  adults  were  also  reported  in  Owen  and 
Boone  counties  (LM). 

Killdeer  —  nest  with  4  eggs  at  PCP,  April  7  (JE);  nest  with  4  eggs,  Ft.  Knox, 
Hardin  Co.,  May  19-20  (CMS). 

Black-necked  Stilt  —  all  records  west  of  Sassafras  Ridge,  Fulton  Co.:  June  6,  one 
adult  (Mark  Bennett);  June  18,  7  adults  with  at  least  3  chicks,  Open  Pond  (JE,  DP); 
June  20,  8  adults  with  at  least  eight  chicks,  and  some  adults  still  brooding  (photo¬ 
graphed),  by  late  June,  at  least  16  young  hatched  (BM,  MM,  CMS)  [second  state 
record,  first  breeding  report] 

Solitary  Sandpiper  — -  one,  two  miles  south  of  Hick,  July  31  (CP,  HCh,  SL). 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper — five,  two  miles  south  of  Hick,  July  31  (CP,  HCh,  SL). 

Least  Sandpiper  —  one,  two  miles  south  of  Hick,  July  31  (CP,  HCh,  SL). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  —  three,  two  miles  south  of  Hick,  July  31  (CP,  HCh,  SL). 

Forster’s  Tern  —  one  seen,  PCP,  June  29  (JE). 

Least  Tern  —  one,  Pond  Slough,  Fulton  Co.,  June  15  (CP). 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  —  two,  BPS,  all  season  (KC,  HC). 

Eastern  Screech-Owl  —  successfully  nested  in  nest  box,  MCk  (JC,  KCa). 

Great  Horned  Owl  —  SWMA:  two  juveniles  out  of  nest  and  free-flying,  Apr.  24 
(MM,  CMS,  BM). 

Com.  Nighthawk  —  one  downy  chick,  parking  lot,  Somerset  Hospital,  Pulaski  Co., 
July  15  (JE). 

Chuck-will’s-widow  —  three,  BPS,  all  season  (KC,  HC). 

Whip-poor-will  —  two,  near  BPS,  all  season  (KC,  HC). 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  —  four,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR,  JA);  3-15,  BPS, 
June  5-July  9,  15  on  last  date  included  8  immatures  and  females  (HC,  KC). 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  —  feeding  young,  TEWMA,  July  5  (LM). 

Red-cockaded  Woodpecker  —  3-4  seen  at  Seminary  colony  near  Cumberland  Falls, 
Whitley  County,  during  June-July  census  (Somerset  Bird  Club,  fide  JE);  one  seen 
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by  Bradford  Elmore,  July  22,  Ponder  colony.  Laurel  Co.  (fide  JE). 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee  —  eight,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Acadian  Flycatcher  —  four,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Willow  Flycatcher  —  one  at  Brazzle  Bridge  and  two  along  Elk  Creek,  Hopkins  Co. 
June  3  (JH);  one  seen,  TEWMA,  July  5  (LM). 

E.  Phoebe  —  building  nest,  Glasgow,  Barren  Co.,  March  27  (RS);  three,  all  season, 
BPS  (KC,  HC). 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher  —  four,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR,  JA);  two,  all  season, 
BPS  (KC,  HC);  one  carrying  nesting  material,  MCk  (LM). 

E.  Kingbird  —  nest  with  young,  in  fork  of  dead  tree  over  water,  CEL,  June  4  (LM); 
one  on  nest  at  TEWMA,  July  5  (LM). 

Purple  Martin  —  Good  colony  at  Leitchfield,  Grayson  Co.,  during  season  (AW). 

Tree  Swallow  —  nesting  in  bluebird  boxes  was  also  evident  this  year  at  MCFH 
(FB);  feeding  young  at  a  nest  box,  CEL,  June  4  (LM);  one  adult  seen,  Pulaski  Co. 
Park,  June  29  (JE). 

Bank  Swallow  —  colony  with  about  50  cavities  in  gravel  pit,  near  Belleview,  Boone 
Co.,  May  7  (JC,  KCa);  two  nesting  holes  in  a  bank  of  the  Kentucky  River,  Owen 
County,  with  entering,  May  19-20  (KP);  also  nest  cavity  in  slide  area  along  Kentucky 
River,  Mercer  County,  June  1  (KP). 

Cliff  Swallow  —  noted  nest  building,  Wolper  Creek,  near  Pet,  May  8  (LM);  nesting 
on  dam  tower  at  CRL  (FB);  35+  near  nesting  colony,  Ansel,  northwestern  Pulaski 
Co.,  July  4  (JE). 

Fish  Crow  —  singles,  July  29,  Mayfield  Creek  (Yellow  Dog  Cutoff),  Carlisle  Co., 
and  on  BWMA,  (CP);  about  a  dozen,  Fulton  Co.,  July  31  (CP). 

Carolina  Chickadee  —  one  in  nest  hole  on  eggs  in  Hart  Co.,  Apr.  26  (MS). 

Carolina  Wren  —  two  nests  in  NeJC,  one  in  car  port  in  June  and  one  in  “hard  hat” 
on  porch  in  July  (FW,  AS). 

Bewick’s  Wren  —  noted  at  three  Owen  Co.  locations  on  summer  breeding  bird 
surveys:  near  Fairbanks,  June  1,  near  Long  Ridge,  June  3,  and  near  Sweet  Owen, 
June  3  (LM). 

House  Wren  —  four,  all  season,  BPS(KC,  HC);  three,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  —  feeding  young  in  nest,  BOCL,  May  25  (LM);  two,  all 
season,  nested,  BPS  (KC,  HC). 

Wood  Thrush  —  Recently  fledged  noted,  BOCL,  June  26  (LM). 

Gray  Catbird  —  nest  with  4  eggs,  MCk,  May  26  (LM);  two  pairs  nesting  at  Leitch¬ 
field,  Grayson  Co.  (AW);  two,  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  three,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC, 
LR,  JA). 

Brown  Thrasher  —  four,  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  two,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR, 
JA). 

Cedar  Waxwing  —  pairs  seen  at  various  locations,  Pulaski  Co.,  June-July  (JE); 
24-30,  BPS,  during  June,  absent  July  (KC,  HC). 

Loggerhead  Shrike  —  one,  Short  Creek,  Grayson  Co.,  June  2  (KC);  one,  near  Glen- 
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coe,  Owen  Co.,  June  3  (LM);  family  group  of  at  least  six,  near  Pond  Slough,  Fulton 
Co.,  July  31  (CP). 

White-eyed  Vireo  —  three,  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  ten,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC, 
LR,  JA). 

Solitary  Vireo  —  five  at  five  locations,  Bell  Co.,  June  17,  and  one  in  Knott  Co., 
June  18  (SS). 

Yellow -throated  Vireo  —  five  at  five  locations,  Hopkins  Co.,  June  (JH). 

Warbling  Vireo  —  six  at  five  locations,  Hopkins  Co.,  June,  seems  to  be  declining 
in  some  areas  (JH). 

Red-eyed  Vireo  —  two,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR,  JA);  adult  feeding  young  cowbird, 
BOCL,  June  12  (LM);  adult  feeding  young  cowbird,  10  July,  while  ignoring  young 
vireo  nearby,  Pulaski  Co.  (JE). 

Yellow  Warbler  —  one,  Elk  Creek  Road,  Hopkins  Co.,  June  2,  very  rare  (JH). 

|j 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler  —  one  singing  in  McCreary  Co.,  June  15  and  16, 
and  two  in  Harlan  Co.,  June  17  (SS,  BS). 

Yellow -throated  Warbler  —  one,  at  Lock  Mary,  Hopkins  Co.,  June  19  (JH);  one, 
northern  Hopkins  Co.,  June  30  (JH). 

Pine  Warbler  —  heard,  Hopkins  Co.,  to  June  27  (JH). 

Prairie  Warbler  —  two,  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  two,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR, 
JA).;  two,  along  Antioch  Rd.,  Hopkins  Co.,  June  16  (JH). 

Cerulean  Warbler  —  eight  in  Knott  Co.,  June  18,  two  in  Johnson  Co.,  June  19,  and 
four  in  Pike  Co.,  June  20  (SS). 

Black-and-white  Warbler  —  family  of  five  seen  at  Cumberland- Falls  State  Park, 
Whitley  Co.,  June  12  (JE). 

Prothonotary  Warbler  —  quite  unusual  was  one  in  Johnson  Co.,  June  19  (SS). 

Swainson’s  Warbler  —  one  carrying  food,  along  Martin’s  Fork  in  Red  River  Gorge, 
June  5  (Northern  Kentucky  Bird  Club);  one  in  Bell  Co.  and  three  in  Harlan  Co., 
June  17  (SS). 

Ovenbird  —  attending  young  recently  out  of  nest,  BOCL,  June  26  (LM). 

Louisiana  Waterthrush  —  one,  Olive  Branch  Rd.,  Hopkins  Co.,  June  16  (JH);  one, 
at  Lock  Mary,  Hopkins  Co.,  June  19  (JH). 

Com.  Y ellowthroat  —  two,  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  five,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC, 

LR,  JA). 

Yellow -breasted  Chat  —  four,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR,  JA);  fair  numbers  during 
June  in  Cumberland,  Wayne,  Knott  and,  particularly,  Johnson  counties  (SS). 

Summer  Tanager —  two,  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  two,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR, 
JA). 

Scarlet  Tanager  —  nest-building,  three  locations,  BOCL,  two  on  May  8,  one  on 
May  25  (LM);  two,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR,  JA).;  several  heard,  various  locations, 
Hopkins  Co.,  June  16-29  (JH). 

Blue  Grosbeak  —  three,  Owen  Co.,  June  3  (LM);  4-5  singing  males,  reclaimed 
strip-mine  near  Ano,  Pulaski  Co.,  June  6  (JE);  seven  at  five  locations,  Hopkins  Co., 
June  23-July  30  (JH);  one,  near  Pet,  July  17  (LM);  and  others  in  Cumberland,  Johnson 
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and  Wayne  counties,  June  1-19  (SS). 

Indigo  Bunting  —  two,  all  season,  nested,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  18,  all  season,  NeJC 
(KC,  LR,  JA). 

Dickcissel  —  ten,  PHSM,  June  1  (KC,  HC);  3-4  singing  males,  reclaimed  strip-mine 
near  Ano,  Pulaski  Co.,  June  6  (JE). 

Field  Sparrow  —  30,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC,  LR,  JA);  30  on  summer  count,  Nelson 
Co.,  June  13  (KC,  HC). 

Chipping  Sparrow  —  four,  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  six,  all  season,  NeJC  (KC, 
LR,  JA). 

Henslow’s  Sparrow  —  two,  June  16,  NeJC  (KC,  LR). 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  —  15,  PHSM,  June  1  (KC,  HC);  several,  reclaimed  strip-mine 
near  Ano,  Pulaski  Co.,  June  6  (JE). 

Song  Sparrow  —  many  located,  Hopkins  Co.,  June-July  (JH). 

Bobolink —  one  male,  reclaimed  strip-mine  near  Ano,  Pulaski  Co.,  June  6  (JE); 
five  sites  near  Danville,  Boyle  County,  at  least  30  adults  present,  May  3-July  16,  by 
June  7  barely  flying  juveniles  noted,  all  sites  mowed  by  July  16  (BK,  FL). 

Orchard  Oriole —  a  few  in  Bell,  Cumberland,  Johnson  and  Wayne  counties,  June 
1-19  (SS);  six,  various  localities,  Hopkins  Co.  June  2-July  6  (JH). 

N.  Oriole  —  one  at  Highway  1069  (Stagecoach  Rd.),  Hopkins  Co.,  June  16,  and  one 
at  Loch  Mary,  June  19  (JH). 

House  Finch  —  nest  in  a  shrub  with  five  eggs,  Som,  Apr.  9  (JE);  another  in  a  spruce 
with  five  young,  southern  Pulaski  Co.,  May  9  (JE);  two  nests  in  hanging  fern  plants 
and  one  in  spruce  tree,  southwestern  Lou  (VJ). 

Observers:  Janet  Aylward  (JA),  Beckham  Bird  Club  field  trip  (BBC),  Jane  Bell 
(JB),  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  Joe  Caminiti  (JC),  Kathy  Caminiti  (KCa), 
Hap  Chambers  (HCh),  Herbert  Clay  (HC),  Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Dona  Coates  (DC), 
Jackie  Elmore  (JE),  Joe  Tom  Erwin  (JTE),  James  Hancock  (JH),  Violet  Jackson  (VJ), 
William  Kemper  (BK),  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  field  trip  (KOS),  S.  Leedom 
(SL),  Fred  Loetscher  (FL),  Judith  McCandless  (JM),  Lee  McNeely  (LM),  Fred  Man- 
smith  (FM),  Burt  Monroe  III  (BMIII),  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.  (BM),  Mark  Monroe  (MM), 
Donald  Parker  (DP),  Clell  Peterson  (CP),  Kerry  Prather  (KP),  Lene  Rauth  (LR),  Art 
Ricketts  ( AR),  Tina  Ricketts  (TR),  Anne  Stamm  (AS),  Russell  Starr  (RS),  B.  Stedman 
(BS),  S.  Stedman  (SS),  C.  Michael  Stinson  (CMS),  Mitchell  Sturgeon  (MS),  Bonnie 
West  (BS),  F.  Williams  (FW),  Alita  Wilson  (AW). 

—  Dept,  of  Biology,  University  of  Louisville,  Louisville  40292,  and  9101  Spokane 
Way,  Louisville  40241. 

Corrigenda  to  Winter  Season,  1992-1993,  report  —  The  following  records 
were  incorrectly  submitted  and  need  to  be  corrected:  p.  32,  in  list  of  localities, 
Jonathan  Creek  (JC)  is  in  Marshall  County,  not  Calloway  County;  p.  34, 
Franklin’s  Gull  entry  should  be  changed  to  “Three  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  at 
JC,  Dec.  19,  and  six  there  on  Dec.  22  (CP).”  p.  35,  Forster’s  Tern  entry  should 
be  changed  to  “Three  Forster’s  Terns  were  reported  at  JC,  Dec.  19  (CP)  and 
Dec.  20  (DP).”  American  Pipit  entry  should  read  “Two  Am.  Pipits  were  at  JC, 
Dec.  19  (CP)  and  Dec.  20  (DP). 
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The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society 
Fall  Meeting,  September  24-26,  1993 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  held  its  70th  annual  fall  meeting  at  Cumber¬ 
land  Falls  State  Resort  Park  on  September  24-26,  1993.  President  Lee  McNeely 
opened  the  Friday  night  session  by  welcoming  everyone  to  KOS  and  acknowledging 
first  time  participants.  He  then  turned  the  program  over  to  Vice-President  Fred 
Busroe  who  introduced  Steve  Phillips  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service.  Steve  gave  us  an 
excellent  presentation  on  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker  management  in  the  Daniel  Boone 
National  Forest.  His  presentation  was  followed  by  Lee  McNeely  with  a  report  and 
slides  on  birding  at  Bombay  Hook  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  He  also  reported  on 
Swainson’s  Warblers  in  the  Red  River  Gorge.  Dr.  Herbert  Clay,  Jr.  also  had  slides 
to  share.  Fred  Busroe  announced  the  morning  field  trips  would  be  led  by  Steve  Phillips 
(Red-cockaded  Woodpecker  roost  site)  and  Bert  Powell  (lodge  area).  Lee  McNeely  and 
his  wife  hosted  a  social  hour  in  their  room  following  the  meeting. 

I 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  in  the  lodge  Saturday  at  3:30  p.m. 

Lee  McNeely  opened  the  Saturday  evening  program  and  introduced  the  speaker, 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  whose  presentation  was  entitled  “Results  of  Kentucky 
Breeding  Bird  Atlas  1985-91”.  Distribution  maps  and  slides  gave  us  indications  of 
what  we  can  look  forward  to  when  the  atlas  is  ready  by  early  1994. 

The  nominating  committee  presented  the  following  slate  of  officers  for  the  coming 
year:  President  -  Dr.  Herbert  Clay,  Jr.,  Vice-President  -  Wayne  Mason,  Corresponding 
Secretary-Treasurer  -  C.  Michael  Stinson,  Recording  Secretary  -  Tina  Ricketts,  Coun¬ 
cillors  -  Marilee  Thompson  and  Art  Ricketts.  The  membership  approved  the  slate. 
President  Lee  McNeely  presented  the  Board  recommendation  that  a  special  KOS 
Research  Grant  Fund  be  established.  This  was  approved  by  the  membership  and  a 
collection  of  funds  was  started. 

Virginia  Kingsolver  read  a  tribute  to  Dr.  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.  and  showed  the  plaque 
that  will  be  presented  to  him.  Blaine  Ferrell  tallied  birds  seen  by  the  group  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  and  a  list  of  species  was  compiled.  Bad  weather  contributed  to  the  low 
total. 


Sunday  morning  Fred  Busroe  led  a  field  trip  around  the  lodge  and  Lee  McNeely’s 
trip  was  a  return  to  the  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker  roost  site.  A  good  time  was  had 
by  all  despite  the  rain.  —  Tina  Ricketts,  Recording  Secretary. 


Attendance  At  The  Spring  Meeting 
At  Cumberland  Falls  State  Resort  Park 

BEREA:  Art  Ricketts,  Tina  Ricketts 
BOWLING  GREEN:  Blaine  Ferrell 
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BURLINGTON:  Joe  Caminiti,  Kathy  Caminiti,  Lee  McNeely,  Lynda  McNeely, 
Karen  Stephens,  Tom  Stephens 
CARLISLE:  Ginny  Kingsolver,  Wendell  Kingsolver 
DANVILLE:  Ginny  Eklund,  Neil  Eklund 
COX’S  CREEK:  Dona  Coates 

FALLS  OF  ROUGH:  Herbert  Clay,  Kathryn  Clay,  Joyce  L.  Porter 
GILBERTSVILLE:  Rowena  Cary 

LEXINGTON:  Jean  Flynn,  Mike  Flynn,  Gerry  Williams,  Jim  Williams 
LOUISVILLE:  Jane  Bell,  Pat  Bell,  Wayne  Dahl,  Celia  Lawrence,  Brainard  Palmer- 
Ball,  Jr.,  Don  Summerfield,  Donald  B.  Summerfield,  Emily  Summerfield,  Anne 
Stamm,  C.  Michael  Stinson 
MOREHEAD:  Fred  Busroe 

OWENSBORO:  Margaret  Craig,  Joy  Fitzgerald,  Mary  Lydia  Greenwell,  Bert  Powell, 
Millie  Powell,  Marilee  Thompson,  Wendell  Thompson 
PADUCAH:  Bernice  Cadell 

PROSPECT:  Coleen  Mansmith,  Fred  T.  Mansmith 
RICHMOND:  Delores  Nelson,  A.L.  Whitt,  Willie  Witt 
RUSSELLVILLE:  Mark  Bennett 
SCIENCE  HILL:  Jackie  B.  Elmore 
SOMERSET:  Roseanna  Denton,  Carolyn  Gay  Hodges 
STANLEY:  Anna  Lee  Stevenson,  Tom  Stevenson 

COOKEVILLE,  TN:  Stephen  Stedman 
RICHMOND,  IN:  Janet  Wickersham 
ROCKPORT,  IN:  Rebecca  Hinton 


Birds  Observed  at  the  Annual  Fall  Meeting,  1993 

Birds  observed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  on  field  trips  at  Cumberland  Falls  State 
Resort  Park  were  Great  Blue  Heron,  Green-backed  Heron,  Wood  Duck,  Mallard, 
Turkey  Vulture,  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Spot¬ 
ted  Sandpiper,  Mourning  Dove,  Eastern  Screech-Owl,  Common  Nighthawk,  Chimney 
Swift,  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-headed  Woodpecker, 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Eastern  Wood-Pewee,  Eastern 
Phoebe,  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  Carolina  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Carolina  Wren,  Gray-cheeked  Thrush, 
Wood  Thrush,  American  Robin,  Gray  Catbird,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Solitary  Vireo,  Yel¬ 
low-throated  Vireo,  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Tennessee  Warbler,  Magnolia  Warbler,  Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler,  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  Pine  Warbler,  Bay-breasted  War¬ 
bler,  Black-and-white  Warbler,  Hooded  Warbler,  Summer  Tanager,  Scarlet  Tanager, 
Northern  Cardinal,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Chipping  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow,  Song 
Sparrow,  House  Finch,  American  Goldfinch  and  House  Sparrow  for  a  total  of  57 
species.  An  additional  species,  Swainson’s  Thrush  was  observed  on  Sunday  field  trips, 
bringing  the  total  to  58  species. 
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KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
TREASURER’S  REPORT  —  SPECIAL  FUNDS 
23  September  1993 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 


Total  Endowment  Fund  balance  on  30  September  1992  —  9262.52 


BANK—  ACCOUNT 

ABBREVIATION  — 

VALUE 

CDs: 

Great  F  inancial  F  ederal  — 

948— 

1076.66 

Great  F  inancial  F  ederal  — 

930— 

1614.98 

Great  F  inancial  F  ederal  — 

140— 

2399.97 

Republic  Bank  &  Trust  Company  - 

-  598— 

1024.63 

Savings  account: 

PNC  — 

295— 

3437.74 

Interest  income,  1  October  1992  to  23  September  1993  — 

291.46 

TOTAL  CURRENT  VALUE  — 

9553.98 

GORDON  WILSON  FUND 

Total  Gordon  Wilson  Fund  balance  on  30  September  1992 —  6934.74 


BANK—  ACCOUNT  ABBREVIATION—  VALUE 


CDs: 

Republic  Bank  &  Trust  Company —  605 —  1024.63 

Republic  Bank  &  Trust  Company —  041 —  1082.45 


Savings  account: 

Great  Financial  Federal —  604 —  4996.16 


interest  income,  1  October  1992  to  23  September  1993  —  169.50 

TOTAL  —  7104.24 


TOTAL  SPECIAL  FUNDS  ASSETS  — 


16658.22 
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KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
TREASURER’S  REPORT  (Unaudited) 

1  October  1992  -  23  September  1993 

Total  Assets,  30  September  1992 — 

RECEIPTS 


Membership  dues  — 

3496.00 

Meeting  registration  — 

232.00 

Sales  of  Annotated  Checklist  — 

215.29 

Sales  of  engravings  — 

33.00 

Sales  of  checklist  cards  — 

32.00 

Sales  of  Kentucky  Warbler  back  issues  — 

30.00 

Memorial  contribution  — 

20.00 

Special  funds  total  interest  income  — 

TOTAL  — 

460.96 

DISBURSEMENTS 


Printing,  Kentucky  Warbler  (three  issues), 

and  mailing  envelopes  —  2066.11 

Meeting  expenses  —  426.82 

(includes  room,  honoraria  for  two  meetings) 

Postage  —  325.98 

Kentucky  Birdline  —  297.02 

B.  Palmer-Ball,  repayment,  Ann.  Checklist  —  223.31 

Audit  Fee  —  100.00 

D.  Coates,  reimbursement  —  39.60 

Safe  Deposit  Box  rental  —  25.00 

Dues  envelopes  printing —  11.66 

Kentucky  State  Treasurer,  tax  —  8.42 

American  Birding  Association  repayment  —  6.48 

Kentucky  State  Treasurer  filing  fee  —  4.00 


TOTAL  — 

TOTAL  ASSETS,  SPECIAL  FUNDS  — 
GENERAL  FUND,  current  assets  — 


17949.19 


4519.25 


3534.40 

16658.22 

2269.76 


TOTAL  ASSETS,  all  accounts,  on  23  September  93  — 


18927.98 
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FIELD  NOTES 

A  Natural  Nest  Site  of  the  Bewick’s  Wren 

Although  Mengel  (1965)  includes  details  of  approximately  a  dozen  nests  of  the 
Bewick’s  Wren  ( Thryomanes  bewickii),  all  nest  sites  noted  and  cited  involve  artificial 
structures.  Similarly,  more  recent  literature  records  include  only  the  use  of  manmade 
outbuildings,  nest  boxes,  and  other  artificial  structures  of  one  sort  or  another. 


While  conducting  field  work  for  the  Kentucky  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  in  the  summer 
of  1991, 1  discovered  a  relatively  substantial  breeding  population  of  Bewick’s  Wrens 
in  Lyon  and  Trigg  counties  of  western  Kentucky.  A  few  birds  were  found  in  the 
typical  rural  farmstead  habitat  one  most  often  associates  with  the  species,  but  I  also 
found  it  to  be  fairly  common  on  recently  cleared  forest  land  that  was  being  converted 
to  pine  plantations.  In  1987,  Robinson  (1989)  found  substantial  numbers  of  Bewick’s 
Wrens  in  such  habitat  just  south  of  Trigg  County  in  Stewart  County,  Tennessee. 
Numbers  of  Bewick’s  Wrens  seemed  equally  as  abundant  at  the  sites  I  discovered  in 
Kentucky.  For  example,  in  one  expansive  area  of  recently  cleared  land  in  Lyon  County 
no  less  than  five  territorial  birds  were  counted  and  three  family  groups  observed. 

I  returned  to  the  Lyon  County  site  on  5  May  1992  and  was  successful  in  locating 
at  least  five  singing  males,  as  well  as  a  pair  of  birds.  While  watching  this  pair  I 
noticed  that  they  were  carrying  food  and  seemed  agitated  at  my  presence.  I  moved 
back  and  knelt  down  amidst  some  cover;  within  a  few  minutes  the  birds  reappeared 
and  entered  the  hollow  base  of  a  fallen  tree  with  food.  Upon  inspection  of  the  site,  I 
found  a  nest  containing  at  least  three  half-grown  young. 


The  nest  was  situated  approximately  six  to  eight  inches  inside  the  hollow  and  was 
constructed  of  small  sticks  and  twigs,  along  with  a  few  dead  leaves  and  feathers. 
Wind  had  apparently  blown  over  the  tree,  causing  it  to  break  off  approximately  two 
feet  above  the  ground.  Although  the  crown  of  the  tree  fell  to  the  ground,  enough 
bark  was  still  attached  to  the  stump  to  support  its  lower  end  from  falling  completely 
to  the  ground.  The  lower  end  of  the  tree  was  hollow,  resulting  in  the  presence  of  a 
sheltered,  horizontal  cavity  of  at  least  8-10  inches  in  diameter.  Although  natural 
nest  sites  apparently  have  been  reported  within  other  parts  of  the  species’  range, 
this  appears  to  be  the  first  such  instance  documented  in  Kentucky. 


As  noted  previously,  the  nesting  population  of  Bewick’s  Wrens  in  these  areas  is 
rather  substantial.  The  most  commonly  used  sites  are  typically  situated  along  ridges 
and  upper  slopes,  and  prior  to  manipulation  by  man  they  are  vegetated  by  fairly 
mature  deciduous  forest.  Each  tract  is  heavily  logged,  and  the  slash  is  piled  into  rows 
and  often  burned  to  clear  the  land  before  planting.  Those  smaller  trees  that  remain 
are  sprayed  with  defoliant  and  die  soon  afterwards,  leaving  the  appearance  of  a 
wasteland.  Pine  seedlings  are  planted  immediately  and  allowed  to  grow  as  a  source 
for  pulpwood.  It  is  apparently  soon  after  the  initial  logging  and  clearing  that  Bewick’s 
Wrens  move  into  these  habitats.  They  appear  to  use  the  piles  of  slash  for  nesting 
and  foraging,  and  the  standing  dead  trees  serve  as  singing  perches.  It  is  probable 
that  as  the  pines  begin  to  grow  up,  the  wrens  move  out  as  the  plant  life  recovers. 
Within  only  about  five  years,  the  pines  become  the  dominant  vegetation,  and  scattered 
piles  of  logging  debris  become  choked  with  young  trees  and  brush. 
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Subsequent  to  finding  such  substantial  numbers  of  Bewick’s  Wrens  in  this  habitat, 
I  tried  to  speculate  about  why  the  species  was  so  common  there.  Man  has  altered  the 
landscape  in  many  ways,  and  if  birds  cannot  find  naturally  occurring  habitats  they 
prefer,  they  often  occupy  habitats  that  mimic  native  conditions  as  a  result  of  man’s 
activities.  For  example,  species  that  once  occurred  in  native  grasslands  primarily 
occupy  artificial  situations  like  hayfields,  pastures  and  reclaimed  surface  mines  today. 
When  one  visits  the  severely  altered  habitats  in  which  the  Bewick’s  Wrens  are  so 
common  in  Lyon  County  and  tries  to  relate  the  condition  to  a  naturally  occurring 
one,  the  closest  example  that  can  be  envisioned  is  some  sort  of  catastrophic  natural 
disturbance  such  as  wildfire  or  wind  storms. 


Bewick’s  Wrens  are  somewhat  nomadic,  seemingly  moving  about  from  place  to 
place  more  than  most  other  species.  They  often  nest  in  an  area  only  once,  and  are 
frequently  seen  or  heard  at  a  location  in  spring  or  early  summer  for  only  a  day  or 
two.  Considering  that  naturally  occurring  forest  disturbance  is  rather  random,  and 
that  such  habitat  might  be  suitable  for  nesting  wrens  for  only  a  few  years  following 
the  occurrence,  this  nomadic  nature  would  seem  to  favor  the  species’  ability  to  en¬ 
counter  new  tracts  of  suitable  habitat.  One  can  also  envision  that  when  man  first 
began  to  settle  the  eastern  deciduous  forests,  the  small,  scattered  openings  he  created 
for  settlement  suited  the  wrens  to  a  tee.  It  is  even  possible  that  the  species  increased 
in  occurrence  and  abundance  as  man  spread  across  the  forested  countryside.  In  more 
recent  times,  settlement  has  become  more  concentrated,  and  forest  clearing  has  prog¬ 
ressed  to  a  point  that  prime  habitat  may  no  longer  be  as  abundant.  Furthermore,  as 
clearing  has  progressed,  the  House  Wren  (Troglodytes  aedon),  long  suspected  of  being 
a  competitor  of  the  Bewick’s  Wren,  has  spread  southward.  What  factors  have  affected 
the  historical  occurrence  of  Bewick’s  Wrens  in  Kentucky  may  never  be  clear,  but  it 
is  possible  that  the  species’  abundance  in  the  manipulated  habitats  of  western  Ken¬ 
tucky  today  provides  a  clue  —  BRAIN ARD  PALMER-BALL,  JR.,  Kentucky  State 
Nature  Preserves  Commission,  407  Broadway,  Frankfort,  40601. 
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First  Reported  Nesting  of 
Black-Necked  Stilt  in  Kentucky 

Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  and  Mark  Bennett 

On  6  June  1993,  Bennett  was  birding  in  the  lower  Hickman  Bottoms  of  western 
Fulton  County  when  he  found  a  Black-necked  Stilt  ( Himantopus  mexicanus )  feeding 
in  an  open  body  of  water  known  as  Number  8  Slough.  This  slough  parallels  the 
Mississippi  River  landward  of  the  levee  and  lies  approximately  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  northwest  of  Fish  Pond.  The  bird  was  viewed  at  several  hundred  yards,  but  all 
field  marks  of  this  striking  shorebird  were  noted.  Later  in  the  day,  a  second  stilt  was 
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observed  at  much  closer  range,  just  south  of  the  state  line  in  Tennessee  at  an  area 
known  as  the  Pillippy  borrow  pits. 

On  13  June  1993,  Palmer-Ball  visited  western  Fulton  County  in  search  of  the  stilt 
reported  by  Bennett.  Nothing  was  found  at  Number  8  Slough,  but  at  least  three  pairs 
of  stilts  were  found  nesting  in  a  flooded  field  approximately  two  miles  west-southwest 
of  the  small  community  of  Sassafras  Ridge.  Prior  to  conversion  to  agricultural  land, 
this  area  was  a  large  floodplain  slough  known  as  Open  Pond.  For  a  number  of  years, 
however,  it  has  been  planted  in  crops,  flooding  only  seasonally. 

On  13  June,  at  least  seven  adult  Black-necked  Stilts  were  observed  in  loose  associ¬ 
ation  with  one  another,  mostly  feeding  in  shallow  pools  that  remained  from  high 
water  of  May.  On  this  date  the  waters  had  receded  into  several  distinct  pools  ringing 
a  slightly  higher  ridge.  At  the  northern  end  of  these  pools  a  pair  of  stilts  was  attending 
four  recently  hatched  chicks  that  might  have  been  a  few  days  old.  The  adults  chal¬ 
lenged  the  approach  of  all  other  birds  including  Snowy  and  Great  Egrets,  Great  Blue 
Herons  and  Red-winged  Blackbirds,  chasing  them  incessantly  as  the  chicks  fed 
nearby. 

Several  hundred  yards  to  the  south  of  this  family  group,  a  stilt  could  be  seen 
brooding  on  a  nest  at  the  crest  of  the  low  ridge.  While  approaching  the  nest  site,  at 
least  six  adult  birds  converged  upon  the  immediate  area,  calling  loudly  and  engaging 
in  a  variety  of  distress  and  distraction  displays  of  broken  wings  and  legs.  Inspection 
of  the  site  revealed  a  nest  containing  four  eggs  (see  Figure  1).  By  scanning  the  entire 
area  with  a  spotting  scope,  another  incubating  bird  was  detected  in  between  the 
family  of  chicks  and  the  southern  nest  site.  Six  of  the  adult  birds  were  obviously 
associated  into  three  pairs,  and  the  seventh  was  believed  to  be  associated  with  another 
bird  into  a  fourth  pair,  although  a  nest  site  could  not  be  seen. 


Figure  1.  Black-necked  Stilt  nest  containing  four  eggs  at  Open  Pond,  Fulton  County, 
13  June  1993. 


A  search  of  the  rest  of  western  Fulton  County  on  13  June  yielded  the  observation 
of  stilts  at  only  one  additional  location.  Approximately  three  miles  southwest  of  Open 


1993 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


67 


Pond,  three  adult  birds  were  observed  in  a  flooded  field  just  north  of  the  Tennessee 
state  line  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  levee,  but  their  actions  suggested  that 
they  were  not  breeding  at  this  site.  Just  to  the  south  at  the  Phillippy  borrow  pits, 
at  least  three  birds  were  observed  sitting  at  nests  where  Bennett  had  observed  one 
bird  on  6  June. 


Palmer-Ball  returned  to  western  Fulton  County  with  Jackie  and  Bradford  Elmore 
and  Donald  Parker  on  the  afternoon  of  18  June.  Several  stilts  were  immediately 
found  at  Open  Pond,  and  it  was  apparent  that  at  least  seven  adult  birds  were  still 
present.  The  day  was  hot  and  radiation  waves  made  observation  of  more  distant  birds 
difficult,  but  the  family  group  of  four  chicks  was  observed  where  they  had  been  seen 
previously,  and  the  other  two  pairs  were  still  incubating.  No  stilts  could  be  found 
elsewhere  in  the  county,  although  at  least  two  birds  were  still  present  at  the  Phillippy 
borrow  pits  in  Tennessee. 


Subsequent  visits  to  Open  Pond  during  the  following  few  weeks  documented  the 
successful  rearing  of  young  in  four  family  groups.  Two  Tennessee  birders,  Glen  Cris¬ 
well  and  Jeff  Wilson,  visited  Open  Pond  late  in  the  day  on  19  June  and  reported 
finding  four  pairs  of  adults,  each  tending  a  brood  of  four  chicks!  Palmer-Ball  returned 
with  Mark  Gumbert  on  25  June  and  found  nesting  activities  still  underway.  A  lush 
growth  of  green  grass  had  grown  around  the  pools  of  water,  and  a  recent  rain  had 
inundated  the  grasses,  making  observation  of  chicks  rather  difficult.  The  oldest  brood 
of  four  chicks  was  easily  seen,  however,  and  appeared  to  be  about  half-grown.  Another 
brood  of  at  least  three  younger  chicks  was  watched  at  rather  close  range,  and  the 
behavior  of  the  other  two  pairs  indicated  that  their  chicks  were  foraging  among  the 
grasses,  as  well. 


Subsequent  to  25  June,  smaller  numbers  of  stilts  were  observed  at  Open  Pond  on 
each  visit.  According  to  Glen  Criswell,  at  least  five  adults  were  still  present  on  8 
July  and  the  oldest  chicks  appeared  to  be  capable  of  flight.  On  13  July,  K.O.S.  member 
Mike  Flynn  reported  observing  1 1  stilts  at  the  site  (including  large  young),  indicating 
that  two  family  groups  probably  remained.  On  17  July,  Palmer-Ball  returned  for  a 
final  visit,  and  all  that  remained  of  the  four  family  groups  was  a  pair  of  adults  with 
four  chicks  that  could  fly  well.  On  this  latter  date,  the  family  group  of  chicks  was 
photographed  (see  the  cover). 


These  observations  represent  the  first  documented  nesting  of  Black-necked  Stilts 
in  Kentucky  and  only  the  third  report  for  the  state  overall.  This  species  formerly 
nested  in  the  eastern  United  States  only  along  the  Gulf  Coast;  however,  since  1981 
small  numbers  have  nested  up  the  Mississippi  Valley  at  least  as  far  as  Memphis  (J. 
Wilson,  pers.  comm.).  According  to  Wilson,  numbers  of  stilts  have  been  increasing 
dramatically  since  the  mid-1980s  just  across  the  river  from  western  Tennessee  in 
Arkansas,  and  in  1993  the  species  nested  at  several  Tennessee  and  Missouri  localities 
where  it  had  not  nested  before.  Thus,  it  is  apparent  that  the  occurrence  of  Black-necked 
Stilts  in  western  Kentucky  in  1993  was  part  of  a  continuing  expansion  of  the  nesting 
range,  and  that  the  species  should  nest  there  again.  Conditions  vary  from  year  to 
year  along  the  Mississippi  River,  however,  and  it  is  probable  that  nesting  will  not 
be  successful  some  or  most  years.  Water  levels  were  fairly  high  in  late  spring  of  1993, 
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and  suitable  habitat  was  present  when  the  stilts  apparently  arrived  in  late  May. 
During  most  years,  the  nesting  area  at  Open  Pond  is  planted  in  agricultural  crops 
by  late  May.  —  8207  Old  Westport  Road,  Louisville,  40222  (Palmer-Ball)  and  180 
Circle  Drive,  Russellville,  42276  (Bennett). 


NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Mike  Stinson  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird  sightings 
from  around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 


K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  voted  to  start  an  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 
at  its  fall  meeting.  Persons  that  need  money  (i.e.,  up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in 
conducting  research  on  birds  in  Kentucky  will  be  able  to  apply  to  the  Kentucky 
Ornithological  Society  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund  Committee  in  the  spring.  Look 
for  details  in  the  February  issue  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler.  Initial  research  projects 
considered  for  funding  should  focus  on  the  avifauna  of  the  reclaimed  stripmine  areas 
in  Muhlenburg  and  Ohio  counties  that  are  part  of  the  Kentucky  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service’s  new  wildlife  management  area  leased  from  Peabody  Coal  Company. 


K.O.S.  Field  Trip 

Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  13,  14,  and  15  May  1994.  A  weekend  trip  to  Crane 
Creek  State  Park,  near  Oregon,  Ohio.  Observers  should  be  greeted  with  an  abundance 
of  spring  migrants.  This  is  a  very  popular  area  at  this  time  of  year  with  birders 
coming  from  all  over  the  country  to  see  returning  warblers,  thrushes,  etc.  Therefore 
it  is  necessary  to  make  lodging  reservations  early.  For  more  information  about  the 
trip  and  suggestions  for  where  to  stay,  please  send  a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope 
to  Jane  Bell,  306  Fairlawn  Road,  Louisville,  KY  40207-2910.  Pat  and  Jane  Bell  will 
organize  and  lead  this  trip.  (502)  895-7872. 
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TRIBUTE  TO  DR.  BURT  L.  MONROE,  JR. 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  is  deeply  indebted  to  Dr.  Burt  L.  Monroe, 
Jr.  for  his  many  years  of  dedicated  and  distinguished  services  to  the  Society.  Our  newer 
1  members  need  only  to  glance  through  some  of  the  back  issues  of  The  Kentucky  War- 
I  bier  (housed  in  the  Ekstrom  Library,  University  of  Louisville,  Belknap  Campus)  to  re¬ 
alize  the  invaluable  role  he  has  played. 

His  name  is  listed  on  the  membership  roll  as  early  as  1944  when  he  was  a  mere 
!  youngster.  Dr.  Monroe  has  served  our  organization  in  numerous  capacities,  including 
councillor,  1967-70,  vice-president,  1971-72,  president,  1973,  1974  and  1975,  Ken¬ 
tucky  coordinator  for  the  nationwide  Breeding  Bird  Survey  conducted  with  the  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  for  more  than  20  years,  and  as  a  member  of  the  editorial 
j  advisory  board  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler  from  1977  to  the  present. 

His  first  publication  appeared  in  1945  when  he  reported  seeing  Short-eared  Owls 
near  Worthington,  Jefferson  County.  Other  notes  followed,  some  with  his  father,  Burt 
L.  Monroe,  Sr.,  who  for  many  years  held  the  advisory  position  of  state  ornithologist  of 
Kentucky.  Some  of  the  more  important  papers  he  published  include  Birds  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  Region,  Summary  of  Occurrence  of  Birds  of  Kentucky,  Recent  Additions  of  the  Avi¬ 
fauna  of  Kentucky  (co-authored  with  Kenneth  P.  Able),  Analysis  of  Kentucky’s  Breed¬ 
ing  Birds:  Declining  Species,  Recent  Changes  in  Nomenclature  of  Kentucky  Birds,  Analy¬ 
sis  of  Kentucky’s  Breeding  Birds:  Increasing  Species,  First  Report  of  the  Kentucky  Bird 
Records  Committee  and  Second  Report  of  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee. 

Many  species  of  birds  such  as  the  Mississippi  Kite,  Prairie  Falcon,  Hudsonian  God- 
wit,  Fish  Crow,  White-winged  Crossbill  and  Blue  Grosbeak  were  either  photographed, 
or  collected  by  him  and  constitute  the  first  state  specimen  or  first  documented  report 
for  the  state. 

He  has  also  been  active  in  the  Louisville  Chapter,  the  Beckham  Bird  Club,  where 
he  has  served  as  a  director  at  various  times  for  a  total  of  10  years.  The  inspirational 
field  trips  he  has  led  have  been  noteworthy  and  continue  to  draw  crowds.  His  numer¬ 
ous  lectures,  given  so  willingly,  to  our  organization,  the  Beckham  Bird  Club  and  the 
Louisville  community  have  made  all  of  us  more  aware  of  the  need  for  conservation. 
He  has  kept  the  local  and  state  groups  abreast  of  the  frequent  name  changes  made  by 
the  American  Ornithologists’  Union. 

Dr.  Monroe  has  also  been  active  on  the  national  and  international  level  and  served 
as  president  of  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union  in  1991  and  1992.  He  is  currently 
working  on  the  seventh  edition  of  the  A.O.U.  Check-List  of  North  American  Birds,  of 
which  he  is  the  editorial  coordinator.  The  book  is  to  be  published  this  fall.  At  the  re¬ 
cent  international  Ornithological  Congress  held  at  Christchurch,  New  Zealand,  Decem¬ 
ber  2-9,  1990,  Dr.  Monroe  was  elected  as  one  of  the  new  North  American  members  of 
the  International  Ornithological  Committee.  He  also  was  commissioned  "to  form  and 
chair  a  working  group  of  international  ornithologists  and  birders  to  draw  up  a  list  of 
standardized  English  names  for  all  bird  species  worldwide."  The  group  is  to  give  its 
report  at  the  International  Ornithological  Congress  in  Vienna,  Austria,  August  21-27, 
1994. 
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Dr.  Monroe  has  brought  honor  not  only  to  himself,  but  to  our  Kentucky  Ornitho¬ 
logical  Society  by  being  an  elected  member  to  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union  in 
1966  and  an  elected  fellow  in  1973.  This  multitalented,  professional  ornithologist  has 
given  so  willingly  of  his  time,  expertise,  and  knowledge  not  only  about  the  birds  of 
Kentucky,  but  of  the  world  to  countless  people.  Throughout  the  years  he  has  made  ev¬ 
ery  effort  to  make  the  K.O.S.  a  leading  state  organization.  We  take  this  opportunity  to 
SALUTE  him  and  THANK  him  for  his  dedication  and  gracious  endeavors. 

—  Anne  L.  Stamm 
9101  Spokane  Way 
Louisville,  Kentucky  40241-2425 

IN  MEMORIAM: 

ROGER  WILLIAM  BARBOUR,  1919-1993 

| 

Bom,  April  5,  1919,  in  Morehead,  Kentucky,  Roger  Barbour  was  the  greatest  of 
Kentucky  naturalists.  Entering  Morehead  State  Teacher’s  College  at  the  age  of  15,  his 
talents  were  recognized  and  nourished  by  Dr.  Wilford  Welter,  who  urged  him  to  do 
graduate  studies.  He  graduated  from  Morehead  in  1938  at  the  age  of  19,  having  com¬ 
pleted  most  of  the  work  on  his  Master’s  thesis,  “The  Natural  History  of  the  Red-eyed 
Towhee."  He  enrolled  at  Cornell  University  and  studied  with  the  well  known  ornitholo¬ 
gist,  Dr.  Arthur  A.  Allen,  and  received  his  M.S.  in  1939.  He  began  doctoral  studies 
with  Dr.  Albert  H.  Wright,  a  herpetologist,  but  his  studies  were  interrupted  by  World 
War  II,  and  obligatory  service  in  the  Army.  He  returned  to  Cornell  and  resumed  his 
studies  with  Dr.  William  J.  Hamilton.  Jr.,  a  mammalogist,  and  received  his  Ph.D.  in 
1949.  His  dissertation  concerned  the  mammals,  amphibians,  and  reptiles  of  Big  Black 
Mountain,  in  Harlan  County,  Kentucky.  He  served  as  an  instructor  in  Biology  at 
Morehead  State  Teacher’s  College  for  a  year,  1939-1940,  then  at  Western  Kentucky 
State  Teacher’s  College  from  1942-1943.  While  at  WKSTC  he  made  lifelong  friend¬ 
ships  with  Drs.  L.Y.  Lancaster,  a  vertebrate  zoologist,  and  Gordon  Wilson,  the  state’s 
most  distinguished  ornithologist.  Barbour  began  his  career  at  the  University  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  in  the  Department  of  Zoology  in  1950.  He  was  as  an  exchange  professor  at  the 
Institut  Teknologi  Di  Bandung,  Indonesia,  from  1957-1959.  In  1974  he  was  named  a 
Distinguished  Professor  by  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  highest  honor  given 
to  a  faculty  member  at  the  University  of  Kentucky.  He  retired  in  1984,  and  was  named 
Professor  Emeritus. 

Between  1940  and  1979,  Roger  Barbour  published  93  papers  in  refereed  scien¬ 
tific  journals,  and  many  others  in  popular  publications.  He  authored  or  coauthored  12 
books  on  Kentucky  natural  history,  which  form  one  of  the  most  outstanding  such  se¬ 
ries  in  America.  He  was  an  outstanding  nature  photographer,  and  created  most  of  the 
black  and  white  and  color  photographs  used  in  these  books.  Barbour  was  active  in  state 
scientific  and  conservation  societies,  serving  as  President  of  the  Kentucky  Chapter  of 
Sigma  Xi,  the  President  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society,  and  Editor  of  the  Trans¬ 
actions  of  the  Kentucky  Academy  of  Science.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Kentucky  Chap¬ 
ter  of  the  Nature  Conservancy,  and  columnist  (1961-1975)  in  the  popular  Happy  Hunting 
Ground.  He  received  numerous  awards  and  honorary  degrees  for  his  work.  He  is  sur- 
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vived  by  his  wife,  Bernice  Lewis  Barbour,  whom  he  married  in  1938,  and  a  family  of 
three  children  and  eight  grandchildren.  He  died  on  August  26,  1993,  of  complications 
from  Alzheimer’s  Disease. 


—  J.  Hill  Hamon 

Transylvania  University 


THE  FALL  SEASON,  1993 

Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.,  Anne  L.  Stamm,  and  C.  Michael  Stinson 

This  was  a  rainy  period.  Rainfall  was  above  normal  for  August,  September  and 
October.  The  temperature  in  August  averaged  79  degrees,  which  was  3.2  degrees  above 
normal.  September  and  October  were  cooler;  the  temperature  averaged  68  degrees  for 
August  and  55.9  degrees  for  October,  both  averages  below  normal. 

Apparently  this  was  not  a  good  year  for  shorebirds.  Dr.  Clell  Peterson  wrote  that 
“All  shorebirding  areas  either  flooded  out  intermittently  or  dried  up.”  James  Hancock 
noted  that  waterfowl,  except  for  a  few  species,  appear  to  be  down  this  fall.  He  had  not 
seen  any  Canvasbacks  or  Bufflehead,  and  Ruddy  Ducks  were  late  in  showing  up.  He 
also  thought  land  bird  fall  migration  was  down.  Not  only  were  neotropical  migrants 
down,  but  he  noticed  the  winter  residents  “are  much  scarcer  than  they  used  to  be.” 

“Overall  warbler  migration  seemed  strongest  from  early  to  mid-September,  with 
numbers  decreasing  through  mid-October”  (LMc). 

Abbreviations:  BH  =  Bailey  Hollow,  Calloway  County;  BCNP  =  Beargrass  Creek 
Nature  Preserve,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Bel  =  Belleview  gravel  pit,  Boone 
County;  BPS  =  Big  Pond  Sanctuary,  Grayson  County;  Bur  =  Burlington,  Boone  County; 
CEL  =  Camp  Ernst  Lake,  near  Burlington,  Boone  County;  CC  =  Casey  Creek, 
GRL  =  Green  River  Lake,  Adair  Co.;  EBPP  =  East  Bend  Power  Plant,  Boone  County; 
eJeff  =  eastern  Jefferson  County;  Falls  =  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County; 
FCRA  -  Fishing  Creek  Recreational  Area,  Pulaski  County;  GRLSP  =  Green  River  Lake 
State  Park,  Taylor  County;  Har  =  Hardin,  Calloway  County;  1L  =  Island  Lake,  Ohio 
County;  JC  =  Jonathan  Creek,  Marshall  County;  LBL  =  Land-Between-the-Lakes,  Trigg 
County;  Lou  =  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County; 
Mad  =  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  MD  =  Markland  Dam,  Gallatin  County;  MCFH 
=  Minor  E.  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County;  PHSM  =  Peabody  Homestead  Sur¬ 
face  Mine,  Ohio  County;  Pet  =  Petersburg,  Boone  County;  PCP  =  Pulaski  County  Park; 
PRP  =  Old  Pumphouse  Road  pond,  Pulaski  County;  RH  =  Ohio  River  at  Rabbit  Hatch, 
Boone  County;  SWMA  =  Sauerheber  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Henderson  County; 
SH  =  Science  Hill,  Pulaski  County;  Som  =  Somerset,  Pulaski  County;  TP  =  Thurston’s 
Pond,  near  Monticello,  Wayne  County;  WC  =  Wolper  Creek,  Boone  County. 

Noteworthy  Kentucky  records  of  special  interest  have  the  bird  name  in  ITALIC 
LARGE  AND  SMALL  CAPS ;  new  extreme  dates  of  occurrence  have  the  date  in  italics, 
and  new  high  counts  for  the  species  in  Kentucky  have  the  number  of  individuals  in 
italics. 

Common  Loon  —  six  on  Ohio  River,  near  RH,  Oct.  30  (LMc);  one  at  LPew,  Nov. 
4  (JH);  three  at  1L,  Nov.  10  (KC,  HC);  two  on  Ohio  River,  Lou,  Nov.  13  (PB,  JB);  one 
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at  CEL,  Nov,  17-19  (LMc);  two  above  MD,  Nov.  27  (LMc);  and  five  at  GRLSP,  Nov.  | 
27  (JE1). 

Pied-billed  Grebe  —  LPew,  Oct.  5-Nov.  18,  maximum  of  seven  on  Oct.  14  (JH); 
100  at  BH,  Oct.  16  (CP);  four  at  IL,  Nov.  10  (KC,  HC);  and  one  in  eJeff,  Nov.  23  (E.  ' 
Kirchner,/We  KC). 


Horned  Grebe  —  singles  at  RH,  Oct.  30,  and  above  MD,  Nov.  27  (LMc);  5-6  on 
small  bay  near  Har,  Nov.  1  (CP),  and  two  more  there,  Nov.  30  (JTE);  three  in  basin  at 
Falls,  Nov.  8  (PB,  JB);  and  65+  at  GRL,  Nov.  27  (JE1). 


Western  Grebe  —  one  above  MD,  Nov.  27  (LMc,  JC,  KC)  [circulation  not  com¬ 
pleted  in  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee]. 

White  Pelican  —  one  over  downtown  Lou,  Oct.  6  (Bob  Benson,  fide  BM). 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  two  at  Falls,  Aug.  14,  five  on  Sep.  4,  and  nine  on  ] 
Oct.  30  (PB,  JB);  23  at  CC,  Sep.  4  (JE1);  two  at  BCNP,  Sep.  18  (PB,  JB);  three  over 
Ky.  Fairgrounds,  Lou,  Sep.  25  (BM,  MMo);  about  600  near  Silo  Overlook,  LBL,  Oct. 

8,  then  270  on  Nov.  28  (CP);  eight  at  Falls,  Oct.  28  (MMo);  22  at  RH,  Oct.  30,  and  six  ! 
at  MD,  Nov.  27  (LMc);  three  at  IL,  Nov.  10  (KC,  HC);  and  250,  basin  at  Lou,  Nov.  13  * 
(PB,  JB). 

Great  Blue  Heron  —  LPew,  Aug.  14-Nov.  22,  maximum  of  seven  on  Sep.  9  (JH); 
23+  at  GRL,  Nov.  27  (JE1);  only  a  few  located,  normal  numbers  in  western  Kentucky 
(CP). 


Great  Egret  —  two  at  Falls,  Aug.  14,  and  four  there,  Sep.  2  (PB,  JB);  one  at  Bel, 
Sep.  6  (LMc);  40,  vicinity  of  Swan  Pond,  Ballard  Co.,  Sep.  18  (HCh,  CP);  2-4,  Falls, 
Aug.  14-Sep.  2  (PB,  JB);  two  at  CC,  Oct.  13  (JE1);  singles  at  SH,  Aug.  12,  and  TP, 
Oct.  13  (JE1);  one  at  farm  ponds  in  Hart  Co.  last  two  weeks  of  Aug.,  and  another  near  | 
Summersville,  Green  Co.  in  same  period  (SK). 

Snowy  Egret  —  one  at  Falls,  Aug.  14  (PB,  JB). 

Little  Blue  Heron  —  two  immatures  at  CC,  Sep.  4  (JE1 ). 

Cattle  Egret  —  ±40  south  of  Barlow,  Ballard  Co.,  Sep.  1 8  (HCh,  CP). 

Green-backed  Heron  —  three  at  Falls,  Aug.  14  and  Sep.  4  (PB,  JB);  and  one  at 
PRP  as  late  as  Nov.  16  (JE1). 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron  —  20  at  Falls,  Aug.  14  (PB,  JB);  and  one  at  PRP, 
Aug.  25  and  31  (JE1). 

Tundra  Swan  —  two  on  Ohio  River  at  Rabbit  Hash,  Boone  Co.,  Oct.  30  (LMc)  | 
[documentation  submitted]. 

Snow  Goose  —  one  at  Cooley’s  Lake,  Wayne  Co.,  Nov.  20  (JE1 ). 

Canada  Goose  —  LPew,  Sep.  4-Nov.  21 ,  maximum  of  33  on  Nov.  1 1  (JH);  87  at  1 
IL,  Oct.  15  (KC,  HC);  and  192  over  Shively,  Jefferson  Co.,  Oct.  19  (DS). 

There  was  a  report  of  Kentucky’s  first  Brant  at  the  Falls,  November  7,  seen  by 
several  observers  and  reportedly  photographed,  yet  there  has  been  no  documentation  . 
submitted  to  either  the  seasonal  report  editors  or  the  Bird  Records  Committee;  because 
the  bird  was  reported  by  at  least  one  observer  (JE1),  and  the  photographs  have  been 
viewed  by  several  persons,  the  record  is  included  here  pending  receipt  of  a  documen¬ 
tation  report  that  can  be  circulated  through  the  KBRC. 
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Wood  Duck  —  1 10+  at  PRP,  Aug.  25  (JE1);  35  at  Bel,  Nov.  20  (LMc);  all  season 
at  BPS  and  eJeff  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Green-winged  Teal  —  16  at  BH,  Nov.  29  (CP). 

Mallard  —  LPew,  Sep.  4-Nov.  22,  maximum  of  seven  on  Nov.  1 1  (JH);  and  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  at  JC  and  Kentucky  and  Barkley  lakes  (CP). 

N.  Pintail  —  eight  at  TP,  Nov.  10  (JE1 ). 

N.  Shoveler  —  three  at  TP,  Nov.  10  (JE1);  >18  at  BH,  Nov.  16  (CP). 

Gadwall  —  ±1000  at  BH,  Oct.  16  (CP);  and  several  hundred  at  JC  and  Kentucky 
and  Barkley  lakes  (CP);  and  two  on  Ohio  River,  Lou,  Oct.  28  (MMo). 

Am.  Wigeon  —  44  on  Ohio  River,  Lou,  Oct.  28  (MMo);  five  at  LPew,  Nov.  4  ( JH); 
and  23  at  BH,  Nov.  29  (CP). 

Canvasback  —  one  at  BH,  Nov.  16  (CP). 

Redhead  —  one  at  PRP,  Nov.  18  (JE1). 

Ring-necked  Duck  —  one  at  IL,  Oct.  15  (KC,  HC);  began  appearing  at  LPew  with 
six  birds,  Oct.  28,  reaching  50  by  Nov.  4  and  400  by  Nov.  18  (JH). 

Lesser  Scaup  —  two  at  CEL,  Oct.  21  (LMc). 

Black  Scoter  —  seven  females  or  immatures  at  CC,  Oct.  31  (JE1);  and  one  fe¬ 
male  at  Campbellsville,  Sportsman  Club  Lake,  Taylor  Co.,  Nov.  6  and  27  (JE1). 

Surf  Scoter  —  one  on  Ohio  River  at  Lou,  Nov.  8  (PB,  JB). 

Bufflehead  —  six  at  LPew,  Nov.  22  (JH). 

Hooded  Merganser  —  30+  at  TP,  Nov.  13  (JE1);  >150  on  Honker  Lake,  LBL, 
Nov.  28  (CP);  at  several  locations  in  Boone  Co.,  Oct.  30-Nov.  20,  with  high  of  eight  at 
WC,  Oct.  30  (LMc). 

Red-breasted  Merganser  —  eight  on  Ohio  River  near  Warsaw,  Gallatin  Co.,  Nov. 
27  (LMc). 

Ruddy  Duck  —  one  each  on  IL,  Oct.  15  (KC,  HC),  CEL,  Oct.  31  (LMc),  and  on 
Kentucky  Lake  near  Har,  Nov.  30  (JTE);  and  28  on  LPew,  Nov.  22  (JH). 

Black  Vulture  —  good  numbers  throughout  the  fall  at  East  Bend  Power  Plant, 
Boone  Co.,  and  Ghent  Power  Plant,  Carroll  Co.,  with  40  at  Ghent,  Nov.  27  (LMc);  ten 
at  McDougal  Creek  Lake,  Larue  Co.,  Nov.  27  (JE1);  and  6-8  at  BPS  during  Aug.  and 
Sep.  (KC). 

Turkey  Vulture  —  five  over  Ten  Broeck,  eJeff,  Sep.  30  (AS). 

Osprey  —  singles  each  at  BH,  Sep.  4  and  24  (CP),  LPew,  Sep.  9  (JH)  and  CC 
(JE1),  Middletown,  Jefferson  Co.,  Sep.  27  (MMo),  and  Kentucky  Lake  near  Har,  Sep. 
24  (JTE,  MM,  CP);  and  two  each  at  Falls,  Aug.  14  (PB,  JB),  and  Aug.  21  (BBC). 

Bald  Eagle  —  one  adult  with  bands  on  both  legs  at  WC,  Aug.  28  (LMc);  one 
immature  over  Buckeye  Lane,  Oldham  Co.,  Sep.  26  (MMo);  and  single  adults  at  Barkley 
Lake  north  of  U.S.  68,  Trigg  Co.,  Nov.  28,  and  at  BH,  Nov.  29  (CP). 

N.  Harrier  —  highest  number  was  ten  on  PHSM,  Sep.  4  (KC,  HC). 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  —  one  immature  at  feeder  in  Mad,  Nov.  15  (JH). 
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Red-shouldered  Hawk  —  seven  birds  in  three-hour  period  in  Monroe  Co.,  Sep.  6 
(SS,  BS);  and  one  at  Mad.  Aug.  31  (JH). 

Broad-winged  Hawk  —  no  flights  reported;  two  at  BCNP,  Sep.  18  (PB.  JB);  and 
one  in  Carlisle  Co.,  Sep.  18  (CP). 

Red-tailed  Hawk —  13  at  PHSM,  including  one  pale  individual  identified  as  the 
subspecies  Buteo  jamaicensis  kriderii,  Nov.  10  (KC,  HC). 

Am.  Kestrel  —  13  in  Clinton  Co.,  Nov.  6  (SS). 

Peregrine  Falcon  —  one  at  Falls,  Aug.  14  (PB.  JB);  and  one  over  Ky.  Fairgrounds,  I 
Lou,  Sep.  25  (BM,  MMo). 

Ruffed  Grouse  —  one  at  Raven  Run,  Fayette  Co.,  Sep.  26  (PB.  JB.  DC,  CL). 

Wild  Turkey  —  single  birds  at  Mad,  Nov.  14  (D.  Hancock,  fide  JH)  and  at  BPS, 
Nov.  27  (KC). 

Sora  —  one  at  PHSM,  Oct.  15  (KC,  HC);  and  five  at  SW'MA.  Oct.  16  (BBC). 

Am.  Coot  —  began  arriving  at  LPew  with  80  birds,  Oct.  5,  peaked  with  1080  birds, 
Nov.  1 1  (JH). 

Sandhill  Crane  —  one  at  BPS,  Oct.  10  (KC,  HC);  nine  one  mile  west  of 
Elizabethtown,  Hardin  Co..  Oct.  30  (KC,  HC);  and  75-100  in  eJeff,  Nov.  5,  and  “hun-  | 
dreds”  in  the  same  area,  Nov.  20  (PB,  JB). 

Lesser  Golden-Plover  —  one  at  FCRA,  Sep.  22-23  (JE1). 

Semipalmated  Plover  —  one  at  Falls,  Aug.  14  (PB,  JB). 

Killdeer  —  200+  at  CC.  Oct.  31  (JE1). 

Greater  Yellowlegs  —  23  at  FCRA,  Oct.  21  (JE1).  No  yellowlegs  of  either  spe¬ 
cies  were  reported  from  Hopkins  Co.  (JH)  or  in  western  Kentucky  (CP). 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  —  one  at  Falls,  Sep.  4  (PB.  JB). 

Solitary  Sandpiper  —  two  at  Falls,  Aug.  14  (PB,  JB). 

Spotted  Sandpiper  —  one  at  LPew,  Aug.  13  (JH). 

Willet  —  40  at  Bluegrass  Army  Depot,  Richmond,  Madison  Co.,  Oct.  20  (WD). 

Ruddy  Turnstone  —  three  at  Swan  Pond.  Ballard  Co..  Sep.  4  (JTE,  MM,  CP). 

Red  Knot  —  three  near  Har,  Sep.  18  (HCh.  CP). 

Sanderling  —  one  each  at  Falls,  Sep.  4  (PB,  JB),  and  at  PCP.  Nov.  5  (JE1). 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  —  three  at  Falls,  Sep.  4  (PB,  JB). 

Least  Sandpiper  —  eight  at  Falls,  Aug.  14,  and  one  there,  Sep.  4  (PB,  JB);  and 
four  at  Swan  Pond.  Ballard  Co.,  Sep.  18,  and  six  at  JC,  Oct.  18  (CP). 

Baird’s  Sandpiper  —  one  at  Falls,  Aug.  21  (BBC). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  —  six  at  LPew,  Aug.  13,  and  eight  there,  Sep.  16  (JH);  and 
singles  at  Falls  on  Aug.  14  and  Sep.  4  (PB,  JB),  and  at  TP.  Nov.  13  (JE1). 

Dunlin  —  27  at  JC,  Oct.  18  (CP);  two  at  CEL.  Oct.  27  (LMc);  ten  at  CC.  Oct.  31 
(JE1 );  and  three  at  TP,  Nov.  20  (JE1). 


1994 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


9 


Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  —  one  at  Falls,  Sep.  4  (PB,  JB). 

Com.  Snipe —  15  at  SWMA,  Oct.  16  (BBC);  five  at  LPew,  Oct.  5,  with  singles 
until  Nov.  11  (JH);  and  29  at  TP,  Nov.  13  (JE1). 

Bonaparte’s  Gull —  12-15  near  MD,  Nov.  27  (LMc);  seemed  less  common  than 
usual  in  western  Kentucky  (CP). 

Ring-Billed  Gull  —  50+  at  Pet,  Nov.  27,  and  1 50+  at  MD,  Nov.  27  (LMc). 

Caspian  Tern  —  three  at  Falls,  Aug.  14  (PB,  JB);  and  25  near  Har,  Sep.  4  (JTE, 
MM,  CP). 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  —  one  at  Middle  Creek,  Boone  Co.,  Sep.  6  (LMc). 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  —  four  in  eJeff  during  Aug.  and  Sep.  (KC,  LR);  three  at 
BPS,  Aug.  and  Sep.  (KC,  HC);  and  one  in  Hopkins  Co.,  Oct.  30  (BW). 

Barred  Owl  —  two  at  BPS,  Oct.  and  Nov.  (KC,  HC);  and  one  in  Hopkins  Co., 
Oct.  30  (BW). 

Short-eared  Owl  —  three  at  PHSM,  Oct.  15,  and  four  there,  Nov.  10  (KC,  HC). 

Com.  Nighthawk  —  60  at  Pet,  Aug.  28,  largest  number  there  (LMc);  50  over 
Shively,  Jefferson  Co.,  Sep.  1  (DS);  30+  at  Lou,  Oct.  20  (JE1);  and  “hundreds”  were 
over  Hart  Co.  the  last  two  weeks  of  Aug.  (SK). 

Chuck-will’ s-widow  —  heard  calling  in  Hopkins  Co.,  Sep.  8  (BW). 

Whip-poor-will  —  last  heard  in  Hopkins  Co.,  Sep.  15  (BW);  and  one  calling  just 
before  dawn  at  BPS,  Sep.  20  (KC,  HC). 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  —  five  in  eJeff,  Aug.  14  and  27,  and  Sep.  10  (KC, 
LR,  JA);  two  at  BCNP,  Aug.  22  (PB,  JB);  and  seven  at  BPS,  Sep.  15,  and  one  there  on 
Oct.  10  (KC,  HC). 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  —  one  at  BCNP,  Oct.  3  (PB,  JB);  and  eight  at  McDaniels, 
Breckinridge  Co.,  Oct.  15  (PB,  JB). 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  —  three  first  observed  in  eJeff,  Sep.  24  (KC,  LR);  and 
two  at  BCNP,  Oct.  3,  and  one  there,  Oct.  9  (PB,  JB). 

Hairy  Woodpecker  —  two  at  BCNP.  Sep.  18  (PB,  JB). 

Red-cockaded  Woodpecker  —  two  to  three,  Whitley  Co.,  Sept.  25-26  (m.ob.,  Ken¬ 
tucky  Ornithological  Society  field  trip). 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee  —  up  to  seven  in  eJeff,  Aug.  14  and  27,  and  Sep.  1 0  (KC, 
LR,  JA). 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  —  one  in  eJeff,  Aug.  14  and  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Acadian  Flycatcher  —  one  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR.  JA). 

E.  Phoebe  —  one  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA);  and  one  at  Towhead  Island,  Ohio 
River,  Lou,  Nov.  8  (PB,  JB). 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher  —  last  heard  in  Hopkins  Co.,  Sep.  5  (JH). 

Horned  Lark  —  25  at  PHSM,  Oct.  1 5  (KC,  HC). 

Purple  Martin  —  last  noted  in  Hopkins  Co.,  Aug.  14  (JH). 
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Tree  Swallow  —  two  at  PCP,  Oct.  30  (JE1);  three  nest  boxes  on  a  farm  in  Hart 
Co.  were  occupied  this  summer  (SK). 

Cliff  Swallow  —  colonies  were  present  in  two  locations  where  Hwy.  88  crosses 
Nolin  Lake  near  the  Hart/Grayson  county  line  (SK). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  —  first  arrival  at  McCreary  Co.,  Aug.  28  (BS,  SS);  Mad, 
Sep.  1 1-12  (JH),  and  Big  South  Fork  Recreational  Area,  McCreary  Co.,  Sep.  11  (JE1); 
two  at  BPS,  Oct.  1 1 ,  and  four  there,  Nov.  4  (KC,  HC);  singles  each  at  feeder  in  Hopkins  I 
Co.,  Nov.  3  (BW),  and  at  Bur,  Nov.  12-29  (LMc);  well  distributed  this  fall. 

Brown  Creeper  —  two  each  at  BCNP,  Oct.  9  and  22  (PB,  JB);  and  one  at  BPS, 
Oct.  15  (KC). 

House  Wren  —  one  in  eJeff,  Sep.  8  (JA). 

Winter  Wren- — first  arrival  in  eJeff,  Sep.  8  (JA);  and  one  at  BCNP,  Oct.  3,  9 
and  22  (PB,  JB),  and  10+  there,  Oct.  10  (JE1). 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet  —  one  at  BCNP,  Oct.  3  (PB,  JB). 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  —  one  at  BCNP,  Sep.  18  (PB,  JB);  and  one  at  LPew,  Oct. 

14  (JH). 

Veery  —  two  at  BCNP,  Sep.  1 8  (PB,  JB). 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush — -five  at  BCNP,  Sep.  18,  and  two  there  Oct.  14  (PB,  JB). 

Swainson’s  Thrush  —  five  at  BCNP,  Sep.  5  (PB,  JB);  and  two  in  eJeff,  Sep.  24 
(KC,  LR). 

Wood  Thrush  —  two  at  BPS,  Oct.  14  (KC). 

Gray  Catbird  —  two  at  BPS  all  season  until  Oct.  14  (KC,  HC). 

Brown  Thrasher  —  last  recorded  at  Mad,  Oct.  7,  and  LPew,  Oct.  14  (JH). 

Am.  Pipit  —  300+  along  Schuler  Lane,  Oldham  Co.,  Oct.  28  (MMo);  and  40+  at  j 
PCP,  Nov.  9  (JE1). 

Loggerhead  Shrike  —  one  east  of  Mad,  Aug.  5  (JH);  and  one  along  Hwy.  #54  at 
Short  Creek,  Grayson  Co.,  Oct.  15  (KC.  HC). 

White-eyed  Vireo  —  26  in  Monroe  Co.,  Sep.  6  (SS,  BS);  three  birds  all  season  at 
BPS  until  Sep.  21  (KC). 

Solitary  Vireo  —  one  at  BCNP,  Oct.  3  (PB,  JB). 

Warbling  Vireo  —  one  still  in  song  at  LPew,  Sep.  9  (JH). 

Philadelphia  Vireo  —  two  at  BCNP,  Sep.  18,  and  singles  there  Oct.  3  and  18  (PB, 
JB). 

Golden-winged  Warbler  —  one  each  at  BCNP,  Sep.  5  and  18,  Iroquois  Park,  Lou, 
Sep.  19  (PB,  JB).  Raven  Run.  Fayette  Co.,  Sep.  26  (PB,  JB,  DC,  CL),  and  Middle 
Creek,  Boone  Co.,  Sep.  6  (LMc). 

Blue-winged  Warbler  —  seven  at  BCNP,  Aug.  22  (PB,  JB);  and  two  in  eJeff,  Aug. 
27,  and  one  there,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Tennessee  Warbler  —  two  each  at  BCNP,  Sep.  4  and  Oct.  14  (PB.  JB);  and  three 
in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Nashville  Warbler  —  two  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA). 
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Orange-crowned  Warbler  —  one  at  FCRA,  Oct.  1  (JEl). 

Parula  Warbler  —  one  at  BCNP,  Sep.  4  (PB,  JB). 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  —  singles  at  BCNP,  Aug.  22  and  Sep.  5  (PB,  JB);  and 
17  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Magnolia  Warbler  —  three  at  BCNP,  Sep.  4,  and  one  there,  Oct.  14  (PB,  JB); 
and  10  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Cape  May  Warbler  —  two  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  —  two  at  BCNP,  Oct.  2  (PB,  JB). 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler  —  one  in  BCNP,  Aug.  22  (PB,  JB);  and  six  at 
McDaniels,  Breckinridge  Co.,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Blackburnian  Warbler  — •  six  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Pine  Warbler  —  birds  singing  at  Mad,  Aug.  29-0ct.  8  (JH). 

Palm  Warbler  —  three  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA);  and  one  at  EBPP,  Nov. 
11  (LMc). 

Bay-breasted  Warbler  —  three  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA);  and  three  at  BCNP, 
Sep.  18,  and  one  there,  Sep.  19  (PB,  JB). 

Black-and-white  Warbler  —  four  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Am.  Redstart  —  one  at  BCNP,  Sep.  4-5  (PB,  JB);  and  14  in  eJeff,  Sep.  10  (KC, 
LR,  JA). 

Ovenbird  —  one  at  BCNP,  Aug.  22  (PB,  JB). 

Com.  Yellowthroat  —  two  in  eJeff,  Aug.  14  and  27  (KC,  LR,  JA). 

Mourning  Warbler  —  one  found  dead  at  SH  Sep.  8  (JEl). 

Wilson’s  Warbler  —  one  male  at  Anchorage,  Jefferson  Co.,  Sep.  15  (MMo). 

Canada  Warbler  —  two  at  BCNP,  Aug.  22,  and  one  there  Sep.  18  (PB,  JB);  and 
one  in  eJeff,  Sep.  24  (KC,  LR). 

Summer  Tanager  —  two  at  BPS  until  Oct.  1 5  (KC,  HC). 

Scarlet  Tanager  —  one  singing  near  Brazzle  Bridge,  northern  Hopkins  Co.,  Aug. 
5  (JH). 

Cardinal  —  adult  feeding  young  out  of  nest  in  Ten  Broeck,  eJeff,  Oct.  23  (AS) 
[latest  breeding  date], 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  —  one  at  Riverfields,  Jefferson  Co.,  Sep.  10  (PB,  JB); 
one  at  Mad,  Sep.  17  (JH);  and  six  in  eJeff,  Sep.  24  (KC,  LR). 

Blue  Grosbeak  —  two  in  Monroe  Co.,  Sep.  6  (SS,  BS). 

Dickcissel  —  one  at  SWMA,  Oct.  16  (PB,  JB,  CMS). 

Vesper  Sparrow  —  five  along  Bogle  St.  in  Som,  Oct.  23  (JEl );  one  at  CEL,  Oct. 
30  (LMc);  and  four  at  GRL,  Oct.  31  (JEl). 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  —  one  at  SWMA,  Oct.  16  (PB,  JB,  CMS). 

Sharp-tailed  Sparrow- — one  at  SWMA,  Oct.  16  (BBC). 
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Fox  Sparrow  —  one  bird  was  first  arrival  in  southwestern  Jefferson  Co.,  Oct.  19 
(DS);  and  three  at  PHSM,  Nov.  10  (KC,  HC). 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow  —  three  at  BCNP,  Oct.  10  (JE1);  and  two  at  a  small  marsh 
near  Pet,  Oct.  1 1  (LMc). 

Song  Sparrow  —  six  northeast  of  Mad,  Aug.  5  (JH). 

White-throated  Sparrow  —  five  at  BCNP,  Oct.  9  (PB,  JB);  heard  at  Mad,  Oct. 

14  (JH);  and  1 1  at  BPS,  Oct.  19  (KC,  HC). 

Dark-eyed  Junco  —  earliest  at  Mad,  Oct.  21  (JH). 

White-crowned  Sparrow  —  one  at  BCNP,  Oct.  14  (PB,  JB). 

Bobolink  —  Hock  of  about  50  at  University  of  Kentucky  agricultural  farms,  Fayette 
Co.,  Aug.  17  (WD). 

N.  Oriole  —  one  at  BCNP,  Sep.  5  (PB,  JB). 

Pine  Siskin —  1-2  at  feeder  in  Bur,  Nov.  8-9  (LMc);  up  to  three  at  BPS  during  i 
Oct.  (KC,  HC);  at  feeder  in  Mad,  Nov.  13-17,  with  maximum  of  ten  on  Nov.  13  (JH); 
and  three  at  feeder  at  SH,  Nov.  18  (JE1). 

Evening  Grosbeak —  18  in  Hopkins  Co.,  Nov.  3,  none  observed  after  Nov.  21 
(BW). 

Observers:  Janet  Aylward  (JA),  Beckham  Bird  Club  field  trip  (BBC),  Jane  Bell 
(JB),  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Joe  Caminiti  (JC),  Kathy  Caminiti  (KCa),  Hap  Chambers  (HCh), 
Herbert  Clay  (HC),  Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Dona  Coates  (DC),  Wayne  Davis  (WD),  Jackie 
Elmore  (JE1),  Joe  Tom  Erwin  (JTE),  James  Hancock  (JH),  Steve  Kistler  (SK);  Celia  | 
Lawrence  (CL),  Lee  McNeely  (LMc),  Michael  Miller  (MM),  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.  (BM), 
Mark  Monroe  (MMo),  Clell  Peterson  (CP),  Lene  Rauth  (LR),  Anne  Stamm  (AS),  Bar¬ 
bara  Stedman  (BS),  Stephen  Stedman  (SS),  C.  Michael  Stinson  (CMS),  Donald 
Summerfield  (DS),  Bonnie  West  (BW). 

—  Dept,  of  Biology,  University  of  Louisville,  Louisville  40292  (Monroe,  Stinson),  and 
9101  Spokane  Way,  Louisville  40241  (Stamm). 


THIRD  REPORT  OF  THE 
KENTUCKY  BIRD  RECORDS  COMMITTEE 

Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.,  Secretary 

This  report  is  the  third  such  annual  one  of  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee 
(hereafter  KBRC),  covering  actions  completed  during  the  calendar  year  1993.  The 
committee’s  primary  charge  is  to  determine  the  validity  of  records  of  rare  birds  within  j 
Kentucky,  to  maintain  the  documentation  materials  for  these  records,  and  to  publish 
annually  a  summary  of  the  deliberations  of  the  KBRC.  During  1993,  the  KBRC  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  following  five  members:  Blaine  Ferrell.  Fred  Loetscher,  Burt  Monroe,  Jr. 
(Secretary),  Mike  Stinson,  and  Anne  Stamm. 
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In  1993,  there  were  three  rounds  of  circulations  through  the  KBRC  involving  12 
cases,  all  but  one  finalized  in  1993,  and  the  report  of  these  follows. 

Accepted  records: 

Falco  mexicanus.  Prairie  Falcon.  [#93-2]  December  26,  1992,  Paradise,  Ohio 
County  (BPB,  RH,  RC).  |  Sight  only.] 

Himantopus  mexicanus.  Black-necked  Stilt.  [#93-12]  June  6,  20,  1993,  at  least 
eight  adults  and  eight  chicks  (on  June  20),  Open  Pond,  west  of  Sassafras  Ridge,  Fulton 
County.  Photographed  (BM,  MMo,  CMS).  [Second  Kentucky  record,  first  breeding 
record.] 

Ixoreus  naevius.  Varied  Thrush.  [#93-4]  May  15,  17,  1985,  Danville,  Boyle 
County.  Not  photographed  (JN,  WK).  [First  Kentucky  record,  sight  only.] 

Vermivora  “leucobronchialis.”  Brewster’s  Warbler.  [#93-6]  September  5,  1992, 
Freeman  Lake,  Elizabethtown,  Hardin  County  (RH).  [Sight  only.] 

Vermivora  “ lawrencei Lawrence’s  Warbler.  [#93-10]  May  7,  1993,  Anchor¬ 
age,  Jefferson  County  (MM). 

Ammodramus  leconteii.  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow.  [#93-3]  December  19,  1992,  Ken¬ 
tucky  Dam,  Marshall  County  (DP). 

Ammodramus  caudacutus.  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow.  [#93-1]  October  10,  1992, 
Sauerheber  Unit,  Sloughs  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Henderson  County.  Not  photo¬ 
graphed  (MS,  DC,  RH,  BPB).  [Fifth  Kentucky  record,  sight  only.] 

Observers:  Donald  Bennett  (DB),  Mark  Bennett  (MB),  Richard  Cassell  (RC),  Dona 
Coates  (DC),  Richard  Healey  (RH),  William  Kemper  (WK),  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.  (BM), 
Mark  S.  Monroe  (MM),  Mrs.  J.B.  Nichols  (JN),  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (BPB),  Donald 
Parker  (DP),  C.  Michael  Stinson  (MS). 

Rejected  records: 

Podiceps  nigricollis.  Eared  Grebe.  [#93-5]  August  28,  1992,  Fayette  Reservoir 
#4,  Fayette  County.  Documentation  does  not  completely  rule  out  Horned  Grebe. 

Accipiter  gentilis.  Northern  Goshawk.  [#93-7]  October  12,  1992,  Route  1896, 
three  (3)  miles  north  of  Danville,  Boyle  County,  and  [#93-8]  December  26,  1992,  In- 
terstate-65  south  of  Mt.  Washington,  Bullitt  County.  Documentation  was  considered 
not  definitive,  not  ruling  out  all  other  species  such  as  Cooper’s  or  Red-shouldered 
Hawks. 

Buteo  regalis.  Ferruginous  Hawk.  [#93-9]  February  18,  1993,  Lexington,  Fayette 
County.  Documentation  was  considered  not  definitive,  not  ruling  out  all  plumages  of 
the  Red-tailed  Hawk. 

The  current  official  Kentucky  list  stands  at  346  species  (15  of  which  are  by  sight 
only),  with  the  Varied  Thrush  added  since  last  year’s  report. 

Reports  of  birds  on  the  mandatory  Review  List,  established  by  the  KBRC,  will 
not  be  published  in  The  Kentucky  Warbler  unless  under  review  by  the  KBRC.  Please 
continue  to  send  all  required  reports  (or  those  any  observer  wishes  evaluated)  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  KBRC,  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.,  PO.  Box  23447,  Anchorage  40223,  or  to 
Anne  L.  Stamm,  9101  Spokane  Way,  Louisville  40241. 
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BECKHAM  BIRD  CLUB,  INC. 

ACTIVITY  REPORT  —  1993 

Fred  T.  Mansmith,  President 
Beckham  Bird  Club,  Inc. 

The  Beckham  Bird  Club,  Inc.,  the  Louisville  area’s  affiliate  chapter  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Ornithological  Society,  completed  its  fifty-eighth  year  of  activities  in  1993. 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  again  lead  off  the  new  year  with  a  mid-winter  bird  count  in 
Bernheim  Forest.  He  also  presented  our  January  program  by  giving  preliminary  reports 
of  the  results  of  the  Kentucky  Breeding  Bird  Atlas.  Data  was  collected  statewide  over 
a  seven  year  period.  BBC  members  also  reformed  a  Kentuckiana  Bird  Alert  telephone 
chain.  The  year’s  first  long  distance  trip  took  members  to  Duluth,  Minnesota,  and  dem¬ 
onstrated  the  value  of  the  club’s  CB  radios.  During  February,  Joyce  Bender,  Director 
of  Stewardship  for  the  Kentucky  Nature  Preserves  Commission  spoke  on  where,  why,  j 
how  to  visit,  and  how  to  aid  the  Commission  manage  30  state  nature  preserves.  A  field  i 
trip  to  the  Indiana  Gibson  Power  Plant  resulted  in  the  identification  of  a  Lesser  Black-  j 
backed  Gull  and  Indiana’s  first  record  of  a  Mountain  Bluebird,  credited  to  Jane  and 
Pat  Bell  of  the  BBC. 

The  annual  March  dinner  meeting  was  a  huge  success,  and  was  attended  by  thir¬ 
teen  past-presidents.  Mr.  Ron  Austing,  nationally  recognized  wildlife  photographer  nar¬ 
rated  a  video  program  entitled  “Ramblings  of  a  Bird  Photographer.”  April  saw  the  place¬ 
ment  of  a  Peregrine  Falcon  nest  box  high  on  a  downtown  Louisville  building,  and  the  j 
regular  meeting  program  featured  award  winning  photographs  of  long  time  member 
Mabel  Slack.  Dr.  Herbert  Clay  also  presented  images  for  the  collection  of  the  late  Bill 
Schoettler. 

New  officers  were  elected  in  May.  Five  teams  went  afield  for  the  third  annual  Bird- 
a-thon  fund  raiser.  A  Clark  County,  Indiana  bird  count  was  also  conducted  in  May.  Our 
program  was  a  timely  spring  bird  song  workshop  conducted  by  members  Jane  and  Pat  ! 
Bell.  Out  of  town  field  trips  were  conducted  to  Crane  Creek,  Ohio  and  far-western  Ken¬ 
tucky. 

The  annual  June  picnic  was  held  at  the  Oldham  County  Civic  Center  and  Nature 
Preserve.  New  officers  assumed  their  duties  mid-month.  In  July  we  had  a  program  cov-  I 
ering  eighteen  owl  species  found  in  North  America.  Newly  renovated  Bon  Air  Regional 
Library  again  became  our  regular  meeting  location  after  a  year  and  a  half  displacement 
for  construction.  August  highlights  were  field  trips  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  and  a  pro-  J 
gram  conducted  by  James  W.  Harkess,  M.D.  Doctor  Harkess  spoke  on  the  life  of  Charles 
Darwin,  and  his  and  Darwin’s  trips  to  the  Galapagos  archipelago.  His  lively  talk  was 
completed  with  slides  and  videotape  of  his  1993  trip. 

September  migration  season  was  filled  with  many  events  and  noteworthy  occa¬ 
sions.  KOS  President  Lee  McNeely  presented  a  program  on  birding  the  Kentucky,  Ohio, 
Indiana  tri-state  area.  The  BBC  celebrated  the  first  occasion  of  official  membership  on 
the  KOS  Board  of  Directors  at  the  fall  1993  KOS  meeting.  Louisville  Audubon  Soci¬ 
ety  members  were  the  guests  of  the  BBC  for  a  breakfast-with-the-birds  at  Beargrass 
Creek  State  Nature  Preserve  in  Louisville’s  Joe  Creason  Park.  A  member  hosted  an 
evening  of  night  migration  watching  past  a  full  moon,  an  event  surely  to  be  repeated. 
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October’s  meeting  program  was  given  by  BBC  members  and  Louisville  Zoo  do¬ 
cents  Julie  Campbell  and  Marie  Blahnik.  They  introduced  us  to  birds  of  the  Louisville 
Zoo.  Mr.  John  MacGregor  traveled  to  Louisville  in  November  to  present  a  program  on 

I  the  “Endangered  Species  of  the  Daniel  Boone  National  Forest."  Brainard  Palmer-Ball, 
Jr.  initiated  a  bird  alert  for  an  eastern  subspecies  Brant  located  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio, 
a  probable  first  for  Kentucky.  During  December  Helga  Schutte  explained  the  origins 
of  some  of  the  Latin  and  common  bird  names.  Another  member  reviewed  eastern  wa¬ 
terfowl  field  marks  and  identification  in  preparation  for  the  Christmas  Bird  Counts. 
During  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  period,  BBC  members  conducted  and  compiled  counts 
in  Louisville,  at  Otter  Creek,  and  the  Paradise  surface  mines  area.  BBC  member  John 
Krull  identified  a  Varied  Thrush  on  the  Louisville  CBC  on  December  19,  1993. 

During  1993,  the  BBC  conducted  forty-two  field  trips,  including  five  long  dis¬ 
tance  excursions,  and  six  bird  counts.  We  gave  formal  talks  at  two  grade  schools  and 
to  a  Scouting  group;  and  two  informal  presentations  were  conducted  for  retail  busi¬ 
nesses.  The  conservation  arm  of  the  BBC  worked  with  the  Olmstead  Louisville  Parks 
Conservancy  to  obtain  a  $40,000  grant  to  restore  the  Nettleroth  Sanctuary  located  in 
the  city’s  Cherokee  Park.  The  1993  Bird-a-thon  raised  $1250.00  foj  the  Falls  of  the 
Ohio  songbird  garden,  and  $1000.00  for  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library.  Club  mem¬ 
bership  was  216,  down  18  from  1992.  We  also  contributed  $300.00  to  the  Nature  Con¬ 
servancy. 


MID-WINTER  BIRD  COUNT 
1993-1994 

Reports  of  23  counts  were  received  from  across  the  state.  A  total  of  119  species 
was  recorded  on  count  days,  106  of  which  are  represented  on  the  table.  Those  species 
observed  on  count  days  that  are  not  represented  on  the  table  include:  two  Red-throated 
Loons  and  a  Tundra  Swan  (Green  River  Lake),  two  Mute  Swans  (Frankfort),  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  (Paradise),  adult  Golden  Eagle  (Land  Between  the  Lakes),  one 
Peregrine  Falcon  (Warsaw),  Ruffed  Grouse  (Perry  County),  American  Woodcock 
(Calloway  County),  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  and  Forster’s  Tern  (Land  Between  the 
Lakes),  Common  Barn  Owl  (Kleber  Wildlife  Management  Area),  House  Wren  (Land 
Between  the  Lakes  and  Paradise),  Brewer’s  Blackbird  (Paradise).  If  verified  by  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Bird  Records  Committee,  the  sighting  of  a  LeConte’s  Sparrow  on  the  Paradise 
count  would  bring  the  total  to  120  species.  No  additional  species  were  added  by  obser¬ 
vations  made  during  the  count  week.  There  were  five  fewer  species  observed  this  year 
compared  with  last.  The  overall  total  number  of  individuals  on  the  table  includes  those 
individuals  not  represented  on  the  table. 

Most  counts  were  conducted  either  at  the  beginning  or  the  end  of  the  count  pe¬ 
riod.  The  temperatures  during  these  two  time  periods  were  consistent,  hovering  in  the 
40’s  for  highs  and  30’s  for  lows.  The  highest  temperature  reported  was  50°F  on  De¬ 
cember  19  and  the  lowest  reported  was  1 1°F  on  December  29.  The  number  of  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  was  more  than  twice  that  of  last  year.  Canada  Goose  numbers  were 
down,  Snow  Geese  were  not  reported,  and  waterfowl  numbers  in  general  were  down, 
perhaps  due  to  the  mild  conditions  and  open  water  to  the  north,  and  perhaps  due  partly 
to  the  absence  of  data  from  Louisville.  The  number  of  Redheaded  Woodpeckers  tallied 
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was  up  considerably  compared  with  the  number  last  year.  Horned  Lark  numbers  soared, 
with  1380  tallied  this  year  compared  with  291  last  year  and  602  the  year  before  that. 
There  was  a  striking  influx  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  this  year.  There  were  130  this 
year  compared  with  only  19  last  year.  American  Robin  and  Cedar  Waxwing  numbers 
were  up,  perhaps  indicative  of  greater  food  availability  compared  with  the  availability 
last  year.  Eastern  Bluebird  numbers  seem  to  have  leveled  off.  It  will  be  interesting  to 
see  what  numbers  will  be  next  year  following  the  terrible  snow  storm  and  frigid  tem¬ 
peratures  that  occurred  after  the  count  period.  There  were  two  dead  Bluebirds  in  our 
front  yard  the  day  after  the  snow  melted.  Purple  Finch  numbers  were  up  and  House 
Finch  and  House  Sparrow  numbers  were  down.  American  Goldfinch  and  Pine  Siskin 
numbers  were  comparable  to  those  last  year.  As  always,  definitive  conclusions  regard¬ 
ing  population  trends  based  on  results  of  these  counts  are  not  possible.  Other  observa¬ 
tions  of  interest  can  be  found  in  the  comments  accompanying  the  description  for  each 
count. 

Thanks  are  sincerely  extended  to  all  participants,  particularly  those  who  submit¬ 
ted  verification  forms  for  unusual  sightings  and  those  who  included  interesting  com¬ 
ments  about  their  counts.  In  order  to  be  included  in  the  count  and  considered  for  state 
record  status,  documentation  needs  to  be  considered  by  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records 
Committee  (KBRC)  for  unusual  sightings. 

Calloway  County  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Douglas  Cem¬ 
etery).  Habitat  20%  lake  shore  and  streams,  20%  deciduous  and  pine  woods,  25%  ur¬ 
ban  and  residential,  35%  open  fields  and  pastures.  Jan.  1;  5:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky 
overcast;  temp.  35°  to  42°F;  wind  E,  3-5  m.p.h.  Scattered  showers.  14  observers  in  8 
parties.  Total  party-hours  58.5  (20  on  foot,  38.5  by  car).  Total  party-miles  312  (14  on 
foot,  298  by  car).  Total  species  86;  total  individuals  33,902. 

Observers:  Wally  Brines,  Hap  Chambers  (compiler),  Joe  Tom  Erwin,  Willard  Gray, 
Rick  Hokans,  Sally  Leedom,  Mike  Miller,  Clell  Peterson,  Lawrence  Philpot,  Lou  Ann 
Philpot,  Sandra  Sanders,  Shari  Sherwood,  Tommy  Sherwood,  Wendall  Webb. 

Eight  of  the  20  Bald  Eagles  were  immature. 

Land  Between  the  Lakes  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Pisgah 
Bay  picnic  ground).  Habitat  as  described  in  American  Birds,  1984.  Dec.  18;  6:30  a.m. 
to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  partly  cloudy  all  day;  temp.  42°  to  48°F;  wind  W,  8-15  m.p.h.  26 
observers  in  9  parties.  Total  party-hours  54.5  (22.75  on  foot,  31.5  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  457.5  (17.5  on  foot,  440  by  car).  Total  species  92;  total  individuals  15,785. 

Observers:  Carolee  Allen,  Otis  Allen,  Wally  Brines,  Richard  Cassell,  Hap  Cham¬ 
bers,  James  Compton,  Melissa  Easley,  Joe  Tom  Erwin,  Rick  Hokans,  Carol  Jarnagin, 
Sally  Leedom,  Bob  Lewis,  Angie  Machniak,  Carl  Mowery  (compiler),  Kathy  Mowery, 
Clell  Peterson,  Lawrence  Philpot,  Luann  Philpot,  Ed  Ray,  Sandra  Sanders,  Tommy 
Sherwood.  Dale  Sparks,  Phil  Taylor.  Andre  Trevathan,  Carol  Trevathan  and  Steve  White. 

Unusually  warm  temperatures  contributed  to  the  lower  waterfowl  numbers.  Seven 
of  the  42  Bald  Eagles  were  immature.  Also,  one  buteo  sp.  and  seven  duck  sp.  were 
observed  but  could  not  be  identified. 

Marion  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Forest  Grove).  Habi¬ 
tat  open,  woods  and  river.  Jan.  1 ;  6:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  40°  to  44°F; 
wind  NE,  little.  3  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  16  (14  on  foot,  2  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  24.  Total  species  37;  total  individuals  2,792. 
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Observers:  C.L.  Frazer  (compiler),  Jim  Frazer  and  Nina  Mari  Frazer. 

Observed  along  two  miles  or  more  of  the  Ohio  River  at  old  Dam  50  and  didn’t 
see  a  single  bird  on  the  river  or  Hying. 

Sorgho  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  279-S  and  Audubon 
Parkway).  Habitat  feeder,  fields,  woods,  Ohio  River  and  parks.  Jan.  1;  8:00  a.m.  to 
4:00  p.m.  Sky  cloudy  sprinkles  of  rain;  temp.  35°  to  38°F;  wind  5-27  m.p.h.  11  ob¬ 
servers  in  5  parties.  Total  party-hours  70  (10  on  foot,  60  by  car).  Total  party-miles  1 14 
j  (10  on  foot,  104  by  car).  Total  species  45;  total  individuals  3,525. 

Observers:  Mike  Brown,  Brenda  Eaden,  Tony  Eaden,  Joe  Ford,  Janet  Howard,  Bert 
Powell,  Millie  Powell,  Tammy  Roby,  Tom  Stevenson,  L.E.  Wilson  (compiler)  and  Elinor 
Wilson. 

Yelvington  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  intersection  of  KY 
405  and  662).  Habitat  farms  and  roadside  ditches,  same  as  in  past  years.  Dec.  18;  8:00 
a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  40°  to  43°F;  wind  5-10  m.p.h.  15  observers  in  6 
parties.  Total  party-hours  36  (10  on  foot,  26  by  car).  Total  party-miles  62  (10  on  foot, 
52  by  car).  Total  species  63;  total  individuals  4,731. 

Observers:  Marty  Brown,  Mike  Brown,  Tony  Eaden,  Neal  Hayden,  Jan  Howard, 
John  Humphrey,  Brenda  Jones,  Jody  Jones,  Dr.  Mike  Kavolus,  Joyce  Porter,  A.L.  Powell 
(compiler)  and  Marvin  Ray.  Millie  Powell,  Maudie  Ray  and  Marilee  Thompson  moni¬ 
tored  feeders  at  their  houses. 

As  in  the  past  we  have  noted  the  lack  of  waterfowl.  The  geese  were  on  Carpenter’s 
Lake.  Historically  these  lakes  would  yield  a  number  of  species  and  it  is  rather  sad  that 
so  few  have  been  found. 

By  way  of  note,  there  was  a  Black  Swan  on  Carpenter's  Lake  during  the  count 
day.  I  feel  certain  that  this  bird  was  an  escapee  from  nearby  or  was  released  by  some¬ 
one.  It  was  seen  by  a  number  of  people. 

I  would  also  like  to  include  two  Wild  Turkeys  that  were  found  by  Marvin  Ray. 
The  turkeys  were  found  in  the  pine  woods  behind  the  Ray  home.  These  birds  were 
found  during  the  count  period  but  not  on  the  count  day. 

Owensboro  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Old  Hartford  Road 
and  Fairview  Drive).  Habitat  residential,  farm  and  cemetery.  Jan.  2;  9:00  a.m.  to  1:00 
p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  34°  to  36°F.  1  observer  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  4  (3  on 
foot,  1  by  car).  Total  party-miles  12  (2  on  foot,  10  by  car).  Total  species  19;  total  indi¬ 
viduals  118. 

Observers:  Roseann  Radzelovage  (compiler). 

Olmstead  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Junction  of  KY  1041 
and  KY  1151,  six  miles  southwest  of  Russellville,  Kentucky).  Habitat  about  75%  cul¬ 
tivation  type  farmland,  the  remaining  habitat  includes  blocks  of  deciduous  woods,  fence 
rows,  pasture,  grown-up  fields,  open  water  and  developed  areas.  Dec.  27;  6:30  a.m.  to 
4:30  p.m.  Sky  clear  until  9:00  a.m.,  overcast  9:00  a.m-3:30  p.m.,  cloudy  3:30-4:30  p.m.; 
temp.  30°  to  45°F;  wind  calm.  2  observers  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  10  (3  on  foot, 
7  by  car).  Total  party-miles  65.75  (1.75  on  foot,  64  by  car).  Total  species  49;  total  in¬ 
dividuals  1,864. 

Observers:  Don  Bennett  and  Mark  Bennett  (compiler). 
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One  owl  species,  probably  a  Barred  Owl  was  observed.  Regrettably,  Mosley’s  Pond 
is  suffering  severely  from  siltation,  poaching  and  use  as  an  irrigation  source.  Water  was 
frozen  on  small  and/or  shallow  ponds  but  open  on  deep  bodies  of  water. 

Paradise  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1993). 
Habitat  as  described  in  1993.  Dec.  31;  5:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Sky  mostly  clear;  temp. 
21°  to  45°F;  wind  SW,  0-10  m.p.h.  Water  mostly  frozen.  15  observers  in  6  parties.  To¬ 
tal  party-hours  34.5  (11.5  on  foot,  23  by  car).  Total  party-miles  301.5  (6.5  on  foot, 
295  by  car).  Total  species  87;  total  individuals  20,630. 

Observers:  Joe  Caminiti,  Kathy  Caminiti,  Herbert  Clay,  Kathryn  Clay,  Tony  Eaden, 
Bradford  Elmore,  Diane  Elmore,  Jackie  Elmore,  Richard  Healy,  Ed  Landers,  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (compiler),  Ed  Toone,  Andy  Uterhart  and  Jim  Williams. 

Excellent  weather  and  good  coverage  of  habitats  by  participants  yielded  the  sec¬ 
ond  highest  species  total  (87  compared  to  best  of  91  in  1990-1991).  Water  was  mostly 
frozen,  but  fourteen  species  of  waterfowl  were  found  including  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  feeding  with  a  flock  of  Northern  Shovelers  and  a  Canvasback.  Raptor  totals  were  | 
comparable  to  previous  years,  although  the  numbers  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  seemed 
low  given  the  cold  weather  prior  to  the  count.  Although  only  one  Wild  Turkey  was  | 
found  on  count  day,  tracks  in  snow  and  observations  prior  to  count  day  indicated  that 
the  species  has  become  rather  common  in  the  area.  Other  highlights  of  the  count  in¬ 
cluded  the  large  number  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  a  House  Wren  in  eastern 
Muhlenberg  County,  a  LeConte’s  Sparrow  flushed  from  a  grassy  field  in  the  Green  River 
bottoms  on  the  Muhlenberg  County  side,  and  a  male  Brewer’s  Blackbird  in  a  feedlot 
in  southern  Ohio  County.  The  table  does  not  include  one  Accipiter  species  and  at  least 
ten  thousand  unidentified  blackbirds  that  passed  overhead  late  in  the  afternoon,  obvi¬ 
ously  on  their  way  to  a  roost  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Central  City. 

Bowling  Green  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Three  Springs, 
six  miles  south  of  Bowling  Green).  Habitat  deciduous  forest  20%,  fields  and  pastures 
70%,  and  town  and  parks  10%.  Dec.  19;  6:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  clear  to  partly 
cloudy;  temp.  29°  to  48°F;  wind  W,  5  m.p.h.  5  observers  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours 
10  (1.5  on  foot,  8.5  by  car).  Total  party-miles  82  (2  on  foot,  80  by  car).  Total  species  | 
57;  total  individuals  2,220. 

Observers:  Lester  Doyle,  Blaine  Ferrell  (compiler),  Dick  Lord,  Wayne  Mason  and 
Herbert  E.  Shadowen. 

Mammoth  Cave  National  Park  (Center  and  habitat  as  described  in  1980.)  Dec. 
20;  7:00  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  Sky  overcast  with  drizzle  and  showers  after  9:00  a.m.;  temp. 
36°  to  40°F;  wind  W,  5  m.p.h.  3  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  11.5  (5.5  on 
foot,  6.0  by  car).  Total  party-miles  63.5  (6.5  on  foot,  57  by  car).  Total  species  46;  total 
individuals  1,100. 

Observers:  Blaine  Ferrell  (compiler),  Bob  Krenzin,  and  Wayne  Mason. 

Glasgow  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1986). 
Habitat  as  described  in  1986.  Dec.  31;  6:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  clear,  few  clouds; 
temp.  26°  to  43°F;  wind  W,  0-5  m.p.h.  Tree  branches,  brush  and  grasses  covered  with 
ice  from  a  storm  earlier  in  the  week.  3  observers  in  2  parties,  plus  13  feeder  watchers. 
Total  party-hours  19  (13  on  foot,  6  by  car).  Total  party-miles  70  (7.5  on  foot,  62.5  by 
car).  Total  species  58;  total  individuals  4,184. 

Observers:  Lester  Doyle,  Marquita  Gillenwater  and  Wayne  M.  Mason  (compiler);  , 
Feeder  watchers,  Virginia  Downing,  Gloria  Houchens,  Buck  Jones.  Howard  Malcolm,  , 
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i  Francis  Jones,  Arlene  Lapham,  Doris  McKinley,  Billie  Moore,  Elaine  Murphy,  Ruth 
Owen,  Melba  Richardson,  Elizabeth  Rogers  and  Russell  Starr. 

Despite  excellent  weather  conditions,  it  was  difficult  to  bird  because  of  the  exten¬ 
sive  ice  cover  on  brush,  grasses  and  tree  branches.  Waterfowl  numbers  were  lower  than 
in  previous  years,  as  were  sparrow  numbers  (especially  Swamp  Sparrows)  and  king¬ 
lets.  The  adult  Bald  Eagle  at  the  Narrows  boat  ramp  was  a  particularly  gratifying  ob¬ 
servation,  making  this  the  third  time  in  the  last  four  years  that  an  eagle  has  been  re¬ 
corded  on  this  count.  Two  Accipiter  sp.  were  also  observed  but  not  tabulated. 

Once  again,  we  would  like  to  thank  the  Glasgow  Garden  Club  participants  for 
their  help  with  the  count.  Their  feeder-watch  results  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Falls  of  Rough  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Short  Creek, 
Kentucky).  Habitat  woodland,  river  bottoms,  cultivated  fields,  Rough  River  Lake, 
streams,  watershed  lakes,  ponds  and  old  fields.  Dec.  19;  5:00  a.m.  to  7:00  p.m.  Sky 
clear  early,  to  completely  cloudy  by  midday;  temp.  26°  to  50°F;  wind  calm.  Ending 
temperature  of  27°F  by  7:00  p.m.  9  observers  in  7  parties.  Total  party-hours  19.75  (1 1 .75 
on  foot,  8  by  car).  Total  party-miles  127.5  (7.5  on  foot,  120  by  car).  Total  species  59; 
total  individuals  1,346. 

Observers:  Herbert  Clay,  Jr.,  Katherine  Clay,  Tony  Eaden,  John  Humphrey,  Mike 
Kavolus,  Joyce  Porter  (compiler),  Bert  Powell,  Doralee  St.  Clair  and  Wavy  Young. 

Owling  done  by  compiler  5:00  a.m.  to  6:15  a.m.  and  again  6:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 
produced  no  owls,  notable  because  on  previous  counts  I  have  had  owls.  The  only  place 
that  had  owls  was  Big  Pond  Sanctuary. 

Hart  County  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  same  as  in  1992). 
Habitat  as  1992.  Dec.  20;  6:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Sky  low  clouds;  temp.  30°  to  40°F.  6 
observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  9.5  (4  on  foot,  5.5  by  car).  Total  parly-miles 
74  (1.75  on  foot,  72.25  by  car).  Total  species  50;  total  individuals  1,688. 

Observers:  Nevellen  Craddock,  Carol  Friedman,  Steve  Kistler  (compiler),  Mitchell 
Sturgeon  and  Chuck  Wuertzer. 

Green  River  Lake  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Green  River 
Memorial  Baptist  Church,  Taylor  County,  Kentucky).  Habitat  river  banks,  dam  and  spill¬ 
way,  lake  shore  (open  and  trees),  fescue  fields  (mowed),  mixed  woods,  lawns  and  har¬ 
vested  corn  field.  Dec.  29;  7:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  overcast  to  partly  cloudy;  temp. 
11°  to  28°F;  wind  20  m.p.h.  4  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  16.5  (3  on  foot, 
13.5  by  car).  Total  party-miles  121  (2  on  foot,  1 19  by  car).  Total  species  64;  total  indi¬ 
viduals  2,920. 

Observers:  Richard  Cassell,  Lloyd  Curry  (compiler),  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  and 
Lene  Rauth. 

A  Red-shouldered  Hawk  was  spotted  outside  the  circle  on  Highway  55 1  by  Palmer- 

Ball. 

Otter  Creek  Park  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described 
in  1972.)  Habitat  brushy  fields  14%,  woodlands  30%,  farmlands  35%,  park  area  and 
residential  9%,  ponds,  creeks  and  river  12%.  Dec.  18;  8:30  a.m.  to  5:15  p.m.  Sky  cloudy; 
temp.  41°  to  41°F;  wind  S,  4-12  m.p.h.  Misting  from  7:30  a.m.  to  7:55  a.m.,  heavy 
rain  from  7:55  to  8:20  a.m.,  clearing  at  11:00  a.m.,  cloudy  most  of  the  afternoon.  9 
observers  in  6  parties.  Total  party-hours  41.25  (12  on  foot,  29.25  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  236  (1 3  on  foot,  223  by  car).  Total  species  54;  total  individuals  5,336. 
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Observers:  Lloyd  Curry,  Wayne  Dahl,  Frank  Krull,  John  Krull,  Doxie  Noonan,  j 
Martha  Pike.  Helga  Schutte,  Anne  Stamm  (compiler),  Ed  Toone. 

This  count  was  below  normal.  Ducks  were  scarce  and  almost  absent.  The  adult 
Bald  Eagle  was  seen  by  Doxie  Noonan.  Robins  were  in  fair  numbers,  1,927  while  Ce¬ 
dar  Waxwings  reached  an  all-time  high  count  of  699.  Field,  Swamp  and  White-throated  ! 
Sparrows  continue  to  be  present  in  low  numbers. 


Bernheim  Forest  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described 
in  1974).  Habitat  as  described  in  1974.  Dec.  26;  7:45  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  partly  to 
mostly  cloudy;  temp.  20°  to  45°F;  wind  S,  0-15  m.p.h.  Water  partly  frozen.  6  observ¬ 
ers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  22  (7.5  on  foot,  14.5  by  car).  Total  party-miles  171  ; 
(3  on  foot,  168  by  car).  Total  species  63;  total  individuals  6,376. 

Observers:  Steve  Figg,  Bob  Johnson,  Tim  Love,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (com¬ 
piler),  Ed  Toone  111,  Ed  Toone  IV. 


Count  results  were  as  expected  given  the  below  average  number  of  participants. 
Berry-eating  species  were  present  in  above  average  numbers:  the  Cedar  Waxwing  total 
included  an  estimated  1200  in  a  single  flock,  feeding  on  fruits  of  ornamental  trees  just 
inside  the  main  forest  entrance.  The  most  interesting  observation  was  the  large  number 
of  vultures,  which  were  counted  as  they  went  to  roost  on  a  wooded  hillside  about  one 
and  one  half  miles  northwest  of  Cravens.  Other  noteworthy  sightings  included  three 
Wood  Ducks,  an  immature  Bald  Eagle,  two  Pine  Warblers  and  at  least  two  Lapland 
Longspurs  with  a  flock  of  Horned  Larks. 

Shelbyville  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  three  quarters  of  a  ! 
mile  south  of  U.S.  60  and  Guist  Creek  Lake  on  KY  714).  Habitat  elevation  640'-1190', 
farmland,  fallow  land,  suburban,  wooded  and  grassland.  Dec.  31;  8:00  a.m.  to  6:00  j 
p.m.  Sky  clear  and  ground  snow  covered;  temp.  18°  to  40°F;  wind  S-SW,  5-15  m.p.h.  ; 
A  perfect  day  to  observe  birds.  9  observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  23  (1.5  on 
foot,  21.5  by  car).  Total  party-miles  311  (1.5  on  foot,  309.5  by  car).  Total  species  62; 
total  individuals  7,586. 


Observers:  Brandon  Brown,  Iris  Brown,  Lloyd  Brown,  Sean  Brown,  Todd  Brown, 
W.H.  Brown  (compiler),  Zachary  Brown,  James  Derryberry  and  Peggy  Derryberry. 

Frankfort  (all  points  within  a  1 5-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1972). 
Habitat  as  described  in  1977.  Dec.  18;  8:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  36  to 
44°F;  wind  W,  5-10  m.p.h.  Intermittent  drizzle,  p.m.  rain.  18  observers  in  9  parties.  | 
Total  party-hours  35  (9.5  on  foot,  25.5  by  car).  Total  party-miles  246.5  (9.5  on  foot, 
237  by  car).  Twelve  hours  spent  feeder  watching.  Total  species  57;  total  individuals 
6,246. 

Observers:  Horace  Brown,  Mary  Cooper,  James  Derryberry,  Margaret  Derryberry, 
Peggy  Derryberry  (compiler),  Jim  Durell,  Ralph  Gould,  Pat  Hankla,  Scott  Hankla,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Honaker,  Chris  Hoskins,  Paul  Kammer,  Jed  Kerkhoff,  Rae  McEntyre,  Susan  Pol¬ 
lack,  Pam  Shirley,  Janie  Stout  and  Tim  Williams. 

Food  supply  was  excellent  this  year;  hackberry,  euonomys,  acorns,  bittersweet, 
poison  ivy  and  honeysuckle. 

Kleber  Wildlife  Management  Area  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle, 
center  as  described  in  1972.)  Habitat  as  described  in  1972.  Jan..  2;  7:30  a.m.  to  4:30 
p.m.  Sky  mostly  cloudy;  temp.  33°  to  39°F;  wind  E,  3  m.p.h.  All  areas  were  snow  cov-  | 
ered  and  water  was  still  frozen.  7  observers  in  4  parties.  Total  party-hours  35  (22  on 
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foot,  13  by  car).  Total  party-miles  209  (14  on  foot,  195  by  car).  Total  species  51;  total 
individuals  3,431. 

Observers:  Brian  Baker,  W.H.  Brown,  David  Carr,  Peggy  Derryberry  (compiler), 
Jim  Durell,  Ralph  Gould  and  Susan  Laurenson. 

Danville  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Boyle  County  Court¬ 
house).  Habitat  water/edge  15.2%,  urban  3.9%,  cultivated  12.9%,  field/fence  36.6%, 
wood/edge  28.9%,  feeder  2.5%.  Dec.  18;  8:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy,  rain  a.m.; 
temp.  38°  to  44°F.  19  observers  in  8  parties.  Total  party-hours  56  (12.75  on  foot,  43.25 
by  car).  Total  party-miles  458.5  (19.5  on  foot,  439  by  car).  Total  species  60;  total  indi¬ 
viduals  34,595. 

Observers:  Ron  Barbato,  Bob  Corcoran,  Ginny  Eklund,  Neil  Eklund  (compiler). 
Moil  Hoaglund,  Tom  Kearns,  J.W.  Kemper,  F.W.  Loetscher,  Dan  MacDonald,  Charlie 
Martin,  Tom  McKune,  Eric  Mount,  Jack  Newton,  Robert  Pendygraft,  Herb  Petitjean, 
RoseMarie  Roessler,  Ralph  Schiefferle,  Joan  V.G.  Smith  and  Charles  Vahlkamp. 

Burlington  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  near  Camp 
Michaels).  Habitat  as  described  in  1992.  Jan.  1;  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Sky  overcast; 
temp.  32°  to  39°F;  wind  SSW,  10-18  m.p.h.  Some  light  rain  during  the  morning  hours. 
13  observers  in  7  parties.  Total  party-hours  43.5  (23  on  foot,  20.5  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  242  (13  on  foot,  229  by  car).  Total  species  61 ;  total  individuals  5,356. 

Observers:  Brenda  Bellamy,  John  Bellamy,  Vivian  Brun,  Joe  Caminiti,  Kathy 
Caminiti,  Elaine  Carroll,  Kevin  Flowers,  Diane  Markesberry,  Lee  McNeely  (compiler), 
Karen  Puckett,  Carmen  Schulte,  Tommy  Stephens  and  Gene  Wolfe.  Feeder  watchers: 
Marjorie  Hill,  Lynda  McNeely  and  Gilbert  Zembrodt. 

A  large  majority  of  the  waterfowl,  gulls  and  vultures  were  found  at  the  East  Bend 
Power  Plant.  The  Wild  Turkeys  represent  a  high  count  and  were  present  in  two  sepa¬ 
rate  flocks. 

Warsaw  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Gallatin  County  court¬ 
house).  Habitat  as  described  in  1992.  Dec.  18;  6:00  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  overcast; 
temp.  33°  to  39°F;  wind  SW,  5-15  m.p.h.  8  observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours 
23.25  (8  on  foot,  15.25  by  car).  Total  party-miles  258  (5  on  foot,  253  by  car).  Total 
species  60;  total  individuals  2,456. 

Observers:  PT.  Barrington,  Joe  Caminiti,  Kathy  Caminiti,  Kevin  Flowers,  Frank 
Lewandowski,  Lee  McNeely  (compiler).  Tommy  Stephens  and  Gene  Wolfe. 

Waterfowl  were  in  low  numbers,  while  Great  Blue  Herons,  Black  Vultures,  Kill- 
deer  and  Cedar  Waxwings  were  well  represented.  The  Peregrine  Falcon  was  observed 
closely  in  Warsaw  as  it  fed  on  an  unidentified  bird  while  perched  in  a  tree.  A  band  was 
noted  on  the  falcon’s  left  leg.  One  Accipiter  sp.  was  also  observed. 

Perry  County  (all  points  within  a  1 5-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Sam  Campbell’s 
Branch).  Habitat  deciduous  woodland,  pasture  and  small  streams.  Jan.  2;  7:00  a.m.  to 
5:00  p.m.  Sky  partly  cloudy;  temp.  30°  to  40°F;  wind  calm.  One  observer  in  1  party. 
Total  party-hours  10  (9  on  foot,  1  by  car).  Total  party-miles  20  (4  on  foot,  16  by  car). 
Total  species  32;  total  individuals  265. 

Observers:  Don  Spencer  (compiler). 

Wild  Turkeys  are  back  in  the  county  for  the  first  time  in  70-80  years  and  they  are 
doing  well. 
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Birds  observed  during  the  count  period,  but  not  on  the  count  day.  These  birds  are  not  counted  in  the  total  for  individuals. 
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FIELD  NOTES 

Second  Sighting  of  a  Varied  Thrush  in  Kentucky 

On  December  19,  1993,  my  brother,  Frank,  and  1  were  birding  along  Mayo  Lane 
in  western  Oldham  County  in  conjunction  with  the  Louisville  Christmas  Bird  Count. 
Mayo  Lane  is  off  U.S.  42,  1.3  miles  from  the  Jefferson  County  line,  and  runs  from 
U.S.  42  to  Rose  Island  Road.  The  spot  where  we  were  birding  was  approximately  0.7 
miles  from  U.S.  42  in  a  deciduous  woods  with  cedars,  a  dense  understory,  and  two 
running  streams. 

We  decided  to  split  up  to  take  a  census  of  the  area.  At  approximately  10:30  a.m.  I 
stopped  to  make  squeaking  noises  in  hopes  of  attracting  some  birds.  There  wasn’t  much 
activity,  but  one  bird  appeared  at  eye  level,  flew,  and  subsequently  landed  approximately 
50  feet  up  in  a  sycamore  tree  30  yards  away.  To  the  naked  eye  it  was  about  the  size 
and  shape  of  an  American  Robin  (Turdus  migratorius).  As  I  focused  on  the  bird,  I  could  i 
immediately  see  I  had  something  different  in  view. 

Although  it  was  the  size  and  basic  coloration  of  a  robin,  I  noticed  what  appeared 
to  be  a  distinct  eye  stripe  and  a  broken  pattern  on  its  side.  1  watched  as  the  bird  moved 
rather  nervously  from  branch  to  branch  until  finally  it  presented  me  with  a  frontal  view. 
Immediately  I  saw  a  dark  breast  band  similar  to  that  of  an  Eastern  Meadowlark 
(Sturnella  magna),  though  not  as  “V”-shaped.  1  watched  the  bird  for  approximately  10 
minutes  until  it  flew  from  view  to  the  south. 

Not  knowing  what  I  had  observed,  I  returned  to  the  car  making  a  mental  checklist 
of  what  I  had  just  seen.  I  proceeded  to  look  up  the  bird  in  Peterson’s  field  guide  and 
discovered  that  1  had  unmistakenly  sighted  a  Varied  Thrush  (Ixoreus  naevius).  My 
brother  and  I  returned  in  the  afternoon  to  find  the  bird  but  were  unsuccessful. 

Although  I  had  no  previous  familiarity  with  this  species,  I  filled  out  documenta¬ 
tion  for  the  Christmas  count  in  hopes  that  others  might  verify  my  sighting.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  day  I  got  my  wish.  Accompanied  by  Kathryn  Clay  and  Doxie  Noonan,  we  re-  1 
turned  to  the  site  at  12:15  p.m.  To  my  amazement,  I  immediately  located  the  bird  in  | 
the  exact  same  tree  as  the  day  before!  It  was  a  cloudy  day,  and  with  no  interference 
from  the  sun,  we  had  no  trouble  identifying  all  the  field  marks  of  this  striking  bird. 

After  consulting  the  available  literature,  this  appears  to  be  the  second  documented 
and  confirmed  sighting  of  a  Varied  Thrush  in  Kentucky.  —  JOHN  KRULL,  6385  Ma-  j 
rina  Drive,  Prospect,  Kentucky  40059. 


Brant  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio 

We  were  birding  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  on  the  morning  of  November  7,  1993 
when  we  found  a  Brant  ( Branta  bernicla )  feeding  with  a  mixed  group  of  dabbling  ducks. 
The  Brant  was  wading  in  the  shallow  pools  that  lie  along  the  concrete  wall  on  the  outer 
fossil  beds.  Other  waterfowl  feeding  in  the  pools  included  approximately  50  Mallards 
(Anas  platyrhynchos),  35  Gadwall  (Anas  strepera ),  ten  American  Wigeon  (Anas 
americana ),  six  Green-winged  Teal  (Anas  crecca),  three  Northern  Shovelers  (Anas 
clypeata),  and  two  American  Black  Ducks  (Anas  rubripes). 
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Palmer-Ball  initiated  the  local  bird  alert,  and  within  several  hours,  approximately 
twenty  members  of  the  Beckham  Bird  Club  had  seen  the  bird.  Sometime  during  the 
early  afternoon,  the  Brant  moved  to  the  shallow  riffles  and  pools  that  lie  immediately 
below  the  upper  part  of  McAlpine  Dam.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  bird  was  photographed 
as  it  continued  to  feed  with  Mallards  in  this  area  (see  photo). 

The  Brant  was  larger  and  bulkier  than  the  many  Mallards  that  fed  nearby,  but  not 
by  much.  The  plumage  was  typical  of  the  eastern  race  (B.b.  bernicla )  with  blackish 
head,  neck,  and  breast,  grayish-white  belly  and  sides,  and  dark  gray  back.  The  upper 
and  under  tail  coverts  were  white,  and  the  tail  was  dark.  The  white  patch  on  the  neck 
was  typical  of  the  species.  Legs  and  feet  were  blackish. 

The  Brant  fed  almost  incessantly  on  the  abundant  algae  that  grows  in  the  pools 
and  riffles  at  the  Falls.  Only  occasionally  did  it  stop  to  rest  or  preen.  At  one  point  the 
bird  swam  to  a  rock  island  and  bathed,  flipping  upside  down  as  Canada  Geese  have 
been  seen  to  do  on  occasion. 

Much  to  everyone’s  disappointment,  the  Brant  was  gone  the  following  day,  even 
though  the  other  ducks  remained.  This  brief  stay  was  apparently  typical  of  the  species 
at  inland  locations  in  fall.  Brants  that  appear  in  the  midwest  in  fall  rarely  linger  for 
more  than  a  few  days,  often  appearing,  as  this  individual  did,  for  only  a  day  (Bruce 
Peterjohn,  pers  comm). 

This  represents  the  first  documented  record  of  the  Brant  in  Kentucky.  Although 
the  species  migrates  primarily  along  the  coasts,  a  few  birds  are  found  annually  at  in¬ 
land  locations,  especially  on  the  Great  Lakes.  Most  Indiana  and  Ohio  records  are  from 
Lake  Michigan  and  Lake  Erie,  respectively,  although  each  state  has  a  few  records  from 
other  localities.  In  Tennessee,  Brant  have  been  observed  on  at  least  nine  occasions.  — 
BRAINARD  PALMER-BALL,  JR.,  8207  Old  Westport  Road,  Louisville  40222,  and 
DIANE  EBEL,  222  Bonner  Avenue,  Louisville  40207. 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  About  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538.  Mike 
Stinson  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird  sightings  from  around 
the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 


K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund  Committee  did  not  meet  since  the  last  issue. 
Therefore,  announcement  of  the  fund  guidelines  will  have  to  wait  until  the  spring  meeting 
and  the  May  issue  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler. 


Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology’s  Project  Tanager 

Project  Tanager  examines  the  relationship  between  forest  size  and  breeding  success 
of  the  tanagers  nesting  there.  The  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology  is  recruiting  more  volunteers 
for  the  summer  of  1994.  To  participate,  write  to:  Project  Tanager,  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithol¬ 
ogy,  159  Sapsucker  Woods  Road,  Ithaca,  New  York  14850,  or  call:  (607)  254-2446. 


K.O.S.  Spring  Meeting 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  will  hold  its  annual  Spring  Meeting  at  Rough 
River  State  Resort  Park  from  April  29  through  May  1.  Please  plan  to  attend  and  make  your 
reservations  early.  As  usual  the  Clay’s  will  greet  us  with  their  most  generous  hospitality.  If 
you  would  like  to  make  a  presentation  at  the  Friday  evening  meeting,  please  contact  Wayne 
M.  Mason,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 
42101,  or  call  (502)  745-6012. 
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THE  WINTER  SEASON,  1993-94 

Anne  L.  Stamm  and  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr. 

Weather  —  December:  weather  was  rather  mild  for  the  most  part,  although  the 
latter  part  of  the  month,  more  snow  fell,  particularly  on  December  28  with  four  inches. 
January  was  a  different  story.  Kentuckians  woke  up  on  January  17  to  a  heavy  blanket  of 
snow  all  across  the  state.  It  was  the  deepest  snowfall —  15.9  inches  —  ever  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  and  one  of  the  coldest  records  —  22  degrees  below  zero  —  on  January  19  and  -25° 
at  Morehead.  February  brought  a  severe  ice  storm,  Thursday  night,  February  10,  which 
was  probably  more  devastating  than  the  heavy  snowfall.  Trees,  telephone  poles,  etc. 
encased  in  ice  broke,  bringing  down  power  lines  and  knocking  out  electricity. 

The  temperature  averaged  36.5  degrees  in  December,  26.8  in  January,  and  38  de¬ 
grees  in  February,  while  precipitation  averaged  below  normal  in  December  and  Febru¬ 
ary,  but  above  normal  in  January. 

Abbreviations  —  BH  =  Bailey  Hollow,  Calloway  County;  BCNP  =  Beargrass  Creek 
Nature  Preserve;  BBC  =  Beckham  Bird  Club  field  trip;  BPS  =  Big  Pond  Sanctuary, 
Grayson  County;  CRL  =  Cave  Run  Lake,  Rowan  County;  CBC  =  Christmas  Bird  Count; 
FL  =  Freeman  Lake,  Elizabethtown,  Hardin  County;  GRL  =  Green  River  Lake,  Taylor 
County;  LBL  =  Land  Between  the  Lakes;  HWMA  =  Homestead  Wildlife  Management 
Area,  Ohio  County;  LPew  =  Dike  Pewee,  Hopkins  County;  Lin  =  Lake  Linville,  Rockcastle 
County;  Lou  =  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Mad  =  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County; 
Mam  =  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park,  Edmonson  County;  MECH  =  Minor  E.  Clark 
Hatchery;  OFL  -  Owsley  Fork  Lake,  Madison  County;  PHSM  =  Peabody  Homestead 
Surface  Mine,  Ohio  County;  seLog  =  southeastern  Logan  County;  swLog  =  southwest¬ 
ern  Logan  County;  Chaney  and  McElroy  Lakes  are  the  transient  lakes  south  of  Bowling 
Green,  Warren  County. 

Red-Throated  Loon  —  2,  GRL,  Jan.  1  (JE1). 

Com.  Loon  —  1,  Island  Lake,  HWMA,  Dec.  1 1  (BBC);  4,  OFL,  Dec.  17, 2  there  Jan. 
2  (AR,  TR);  8,  GRL,  Jan.  9  (JE1);  and  5,  CRL,  Jan.  9  (FB). 

Pied-billed  Grebe  —  low  numbers  this  winter;  1 ,  Island  Lake,  ITWMA,  Dec.  1 1 
(BBC);  2,  OFL,  Dec.  17,  1  there,  Jan.  2  (AR,  TR);  6,  Trigg  and  Lyon  cos.,  Feb.  28  (CP); 
and  8,  LPew  (JH). 

Horned  Grebe  —  6,  GRL,  Jan.  9  (AR,  TR);  1,  Lin,  Feb.  6  (AR,  TR);  2,  FL,  Feb.  13 
(JB,  PB);  1,  Morehead  City  Park,  Rowan  Co.,  Feb.  16  and  18  (FB);  2,  OFL,  Feb.  16,  3 
there,  Feb.  26  (AR,  TR);  15+,  Green  River  State  Park,  Feb.  27  (JE1);  4,  Silo  Overlook, 
Lyon  Co.;  and  2  at  BH.  Feb.  28  (CP). 

Red-necked  Grebe  —  2,  FL,.  Feb.  13  (JB,  PB,  JE1);  3,  OFL,  Feb.  15,  and  4  there, 
Feb.  16  (AR,  TR);  1,  (winter  plumage),  Morehead  City  Park,  Feb.  16  (FB);  2,  OFL,  Feb. 
26,  and  1,  GRL,  Feb.  27  (JE1);  these  birds  are  extremely  rare  transients  and  winter  visi¬ 
tants  and  as  yet  have  not  been  approved  by  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee,  but 
we  believe  they  will  pass  as  they  were  seen  by  competent  observers. 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  normally,  we  had  many  records  of  this  species,  but 
only  12  birds  were  reported  at  Silo  Overlook,  LBL,  Trigg  Co.,  Feb.  28  (CP),  with  305 
reported  on  the  LBL  CBC,  Dec.  18. 
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Great  Blue  Heron  —  not  numerous  this  winter  in  January  and  February,  but  was 
present  on  22  of  the  23  CBCs  with  as  many  as  155  on  the  LBL  CBC;  regular  throughout 
the  period  in  Boone  County,  (LMc);  1 ,  Mosley’s  Pond,  swLog,  Jan.  30  (MB);  9,  Lentz’s  , 
Pond,  Jefferson  Co.,  Feb.  1 1  (FM);  25+,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB);  approximately  15  per  visit 
during  the  period,  MECH  (FB);  singles,  LPew,  Dec.  9,  16,  27,  and  2  there,  Jan.  6  (JH). 

Great  Egret  —  1,  Kenlake  State  Park,  Marshall  Co.,  Jan.  13,  and  was  observed  a 
week  earlier  by  others  (CP). 

Green-backed  Heron  —  1  immature,  MECH,  Dec.  20  (FB). 

Mute  Swan  —  5,  FL,  Feb.  13  (JB,  PB);  also  observed  on  the  Ohio  River  in  western 
Boone  County,  Feb.  6,  and  8,  near  Craig’ s  Creek,  Gallatin  Co.,  Feb.  21  (LMc). 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose  —  7,  reported  by  Steve  White  (Ornithology  class) 
beside  SR94,  3  miles  east  of  Hickman,  Fulton  Co.,  Feb.  12  {fide  CP);  37,  vicinity  of 
Open  Pond,  Fulton  Co.,  Feb.  15  (CP);  13,  Hickman  Bottoms,  Fulton  Co.,  no  date  given 
(NK,  JS). 

Snow  Goose  —  4,  Muhlenberg  Co.,  Dec.  1 1  (BBC);  106  (white  phase),  vicinity  of 
Open  Pond,  Fulton  Co.,  and  83  (blue  phase),  Feb.  15  (CP);  5,  Pulaski  Co.,  Feb.  16  (JE1), 

5,  Boyle  Co.,  Feb.  25  (FL,  WK);  approximately  2000,  Hickman  Bottoms.  Fulton  Co.,  no 
date  (NK,  JS). 

Canada  Goose  —  largest  group  reported  was  2000+  at  MECH  and  CRL,  mid-Jan. 
(FB);  125,  Mosley’s  Pond,  swLog,  Jan.  30  (MB);  227,  flooded  field  off  Three  Springs 
Road,  south  of  Bowling  Green,  Warren  Co.,  Feb.  5  (WM);  150+,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB); 

1 19,  McElroy,  Feb.  19  (WM);  800  at  Goggan  Pond,  Boyle  Co.,  Feb.  25  (FL,  WK);  300+, 
Larue  Co.  Sportsman’s  Club  Lake,  Jan.  9  (JE1);  100-300  in  Trigg  and  Lyon  cos.,  and 
300,  vicinity  Open  Pond,  Fulton  Co.,  Feb.  15  (CP);  125+,  near  Faubush,  Pulaski  Co., 
Feb.  16  (JE1);  smaller  numbers  at  OFL  (AR),  Hopkins  Co.  (JH)  and  Edmonson  Co. 
(MS). 

Wood  Duck  —  4,  northern  Gallatin  Co.,  Dec.  1 8  (LMc);  2,  Wolf  Pen  Farm,  Jefferson 
Co.,  Dec.  19  (KC);  9,  eastern  Jefferson  Co.,  Jan.  2  (JB,  PB);  6,  Fish  Pond,  S.  of  Hickman, 
Fulton  Co.,  Feb.  19  (CP,  J.T.  Erwin,  M.  Miller,  S.  Sanders);  7,  MECH,  Feb.  25  (FB);  1- 
9,  arriving  Feb.  12-28,  in  Boone,  Fulton,  Grayson,  Lincoln,  Adair,  and  Taylor  cos. 

Green-winged  Teal —  12,  Muhlenberg  Co.,  Dec.  11  (BBC);  14,  Fulton  Co.,  off 
SR94east  of  Hickman  (CP);  1,  Piscah  Bay,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB). 

Am.  Black  Duck  —  slightly  less  than  50,  transient  lakes,  Feb.  23  (WM). 

Mallard  —  2500,  on  various  ponds  south  of  Hickman,  Fulton  Co.,  Feb.  19  (CP); 
LPew,  Dec.  9-Jan.  6,  maximum  of  1 18  on  Dec.  16  (JH);  3,  Mam,  Jan.  20  and  4  there,  Feb. 

18  (MS);  50.  McElroy,  Feb.  19  (WM);  and  5,  Larue  Co.,  Feb.  26  (MS). 

N.  Pintail  —  1 4,  Lxune  Co.  Sportsman  Club  I^ake,  Jan.  9  (JE1 );  25,  south  of  Hickman, 
Fulton  Co.,  Feb.  19  (CP);  6,  GRL,  Feb.  27  (JE1);  1,  Lentz’s  Pond,  Jefferson  Co.,  Feb.  11 
(FM);  and  25-50,  McElroy  Lake,  Feb.  23  (WM). 

Gadwall  —  about  250,  BH,  Feb.  28  (CP);  5,  Muhlenberg  Co.,  Dec.  11  (BBC);  3, 
eastern  Jefferson  Co.,  Jan.  2  (JB.  PB);  30,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB);  approximately  50,  McElroy, 
Feb.  19  (WM);  and  4,  CRL  (Goose  Pond) ,  Feb.  25  and  27  (FB). 
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Am.  Wigeon  —  5-6,  Lentz’s  Pond,  Feb.  11,  14  and  25  (FM);  3,  Lentz’s  Pond,  Feb. 
20  (JB,  PB);  3,  Larue  Co.,  Feb.  26  (MS);  and  28,  GRL,  Feb.  27  (JE1 ). 

Canvasback  —  105,  highest  count  at  LPew,  Jan.  6  (JH);  singles  noted.  East  Bend 
Power  Plant,  Boone  Co.,  and  at  Petersburg  on  the  Ohio  River,  Boone  Co.,  Jan.  1  and  22, 
respectively  (LMc);  4,  Basin,  Ohio  River,  Lou,  Jan.  16,  and  8,  Lentz’s  Pond,  Lou,  Feb. 
20  (JB,  PB);  5,  Lin,  and  2,  OFL,  Feb.  15  (AR,  TR);  22,  Lentz’s  Pond,  Feb.  4,  and  4  there, 
Feb.  1 1  (FM);  5,  Cooley’s  Lake,  Wayne  Co.,  Feb.  23  (JE1). 

Redhead  —  20,  OFL  (JE1),  and  15  there  (AR,  TR),  Feb.  26;  18,  GRL,  Feb.  27 
(JE1);  singles,  Ohio  River  near  Towhead  Island,  Lou,  Jan.  16  (JB,  PB)  at  Petersburg, 
Boone  Co.,  Jan  22  (LMc),  and  at  Lin,  Feb.  3  (AR,  TR);  2,  Lentz’s  Pond,  l^ou,  Feb.  20 
(JB,  PB);  8,  Craven’s  Bay,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB);  1,  CRL,  Feb.  27  (FB). 

Ring-necked  Duck  —  50,  Muhlenberg  Co.,  Dec.  1 1  (BBC);  80,  Lake  Reba,  Madi¬ 
son  Co.,  Dec.  24,  but  100  there,  Feb.  13  (AR,  TR);  56,  highest  count  at  LPew,  Dec.  27 
(JH);  29,  LBL  (mostly  Devils  Elbow),  Feb.  20  (MB);  28,  OFL,  Feb.  26  (AR,  TR);  13, 
LBL,  Trigg  Co.,  Feb.  28  (CP);  10,  Towhead  Island,  Lou,  Jan.  16  (JB,  PB):  6,  Lentz’s 
Pond,  Feb.  25  (FM);  18,  CRL  (Goose  Pond),  Feb.  25  and  27  (FB). 

Greater  Scaup —  13,  Ohio  River,  Lou,  Jan.  16  (JB,  PB). 

Lesser  Scaup  —  very  few  this  winter;  8,  Lin,  Feb.  8,  and  15,  OFL,  Feb.  15  (AR, 
TR);  1,  Ohio  Co.,  Feb.  5  (BBC);  the  species  appeared  on  only  two  of  the  23  CBCs. 

Com.  Goldeneye  —  only  five  reports  of  the  species;  16,  Towhead  Island,  Lou,  Jan. 
16  (JB,  PB);  12,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB);  4,  OFL,  Feb.  26  (AR,  TR);  1,  MECH,  Feb.  26  (FB); 
14,  GRL,  Feb.  27  (JE1). 

Bufflehead  —  few  reported  this  year  —  only  on  5  of  the  23  CBCs;  23,  below  Wolf 
Creek  Dam,  Lake  Cumberland,  Russell  Co.,  Jan.  29  (JE1);  16,  highest  count  at  LPew, 
Jan.  6  (JH);  total  of  5,  two  locations  in  Lou  (JB,  PB);  1 ,  Dix  Dam,  Boyle  Co.,  Jan.  29  (FL, 
WK);  14,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB);  35,  MECH,  and  40  CRL,  Feb.  27  (FB);  7,  Lentz’s  Pond, 
Feb.  25  (FM). 

Hooded  Merganser  —  2-6  in  following  cos.:  Boone,  Jefferson,  Madison,  and 
Muhlenberg,  Dec.  11 -Feb.  27. 

Com.  Merganser  —  only  3  records:  10,  Towhead  Island  area,  Lou,  Jan.  16  (PB, 
JB);  22,  Lexington  Reservoir,  Fayette  Co.,  Jan.  30  (JE1);  and  17,  Silo  Overlook,  Lyon 
Co.,  Feb.  28  (CP). 

Red-breasted  Merganser  —  19,  GRL,  Feb.  27  (JE1);  1,  Lin,  Feb.  8  (AR,  TR);  and 
330+  at  LBL,  with  200+  at  Carmack  Bay  and  75+  at  Silo  Overlook,  Feb.  20  (MB). 

Ruddy  Duck  —  almost  absent  with  only  three  records  and  a  total  of  1 0  birds  in 
three  cos.:  Fayette,  Hopkins,  and  Muhlenberg. 

Black  Vulture  —  only  sizeable  flocks,  80,  Ghent,  Carroll  Co.,  Dec.  18,  and  56, 
East  Bend,  Boone  Co.,  Jan.  1  (LMc);  2,  Mayo  Lane,  Oldham  Co.,  Dec.  26  (JB,  PB);  2,  1- 
75  Clay’s  Ferry  Bridge,  Fayette  Co.,  Feb.  14  (AR,  TR);  15+,  GRL,  Feb.  27  (JE1). 

Turkey  Vulture  —  noted  migrating  as  early  as  Feb.  6,  near  Florence,  Boone  Co., 
no  number  given  (LMc),  but  100+  at  GRL,  Feb.  27  (JE1);  15,  swLog,  Jan.  30  (MB);  1, 
Science  Hill,  Pulaski  Co.,  Jan.  16  (JE1). 
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Bald  Eagle  —  68  present  on  all  CBCs  (  all  in  Middle  Western  Prairie  Region), 
Dec.  18-Jan.  1;  1-5  adults,  3  immatures,  MECH,  Jan.  9-Feb.  27  and  1-2  adults,  CRL,  Jan. 
9-30  (FB). 

N.  Harrier  —  total  of  35,  strip-mine  areas  in  Ohio  and  Muhlenberg  cos.,  Dec.  1 1 
(BBC);  19.  Ohio  Co.,  Dec.  31  (KC,  HC);  2,  Short  Creek,  Grayson  Co.,  all  season  (KC); 
1,  along  highway  1 10  near  Falls  of  Rough,  Grayson  Co.,  Jan.  1  (KC);  and  15,  Ohio  Co., 
Jan.  29  (JB,  PB,  KC);  1,  swLog,  Jan.  28  (MB);  18,  HWMA,  Feb.  5  (BBC). 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  —  Singles,  area  around  Uncoln’s  birthplace  site,  Larue  Co., 
Feb.  26  (MS),  Woodland  Acres  Subdivision,  Logan  Co.,  Jan.  1  (MB),  and  swLog  Co., 
Jan.  30  (MB);  low  numbers  this  winter,  only  14  on  the  23  CBCs. 

Cooper’s/Red-shouldered  Hawk  —  there  were  but  2  reports  of  the  former  species, 
four  of  the  latter  (FB,  KC,  JB,  MS,  AR),  totaling  3  Cooper’s  and  5  Red-shouldered;  both 
species  showed  a  decrease  in  numbers  on  this  year’s  CBC  over  last  year’s  CBCs. 

Rough-legged  Hawk  —  maximum  of  5  (KC)  and  8  (JB,  PB),  strip-mine  areas,  Ohio 
Co.,  Dec.  5-Feb.  5. 

Peregrine  Falcon  —  1,  Warsaw  CBC,  Gallatin  Co.,  Dec.  18  (LMc). 

Prairie  Falcon  —  1,  Ohio  Co.  (tiaditional  site  since  1988) ,  Jan.  29  (JB,  PB)  and 
Feb.  5  (BBC,  KC). 

Merlin  —  1,  Petersburg,  Boone  Co.,  Dec.  18  (NK  etal.),  documentation  enclosed, 
not  yet  accepted  by  KBRC. 

Wild  Turkey  —  1,  Ohio  Co.,  Dec.  31  (HC),  and  2,  Oldham  Co.,  Dec.  26  (JB,  PB), 
but  136  on  CBCs  with  birds  well  distributed. 

N.  Bobwhite  —  19  all  season,  BPS  (HC,  KC);  6,  Ohio  Co.,  Dec.  31  (KC,  HC),  but 
good  numbers  on  CBCs  and  well  distributed. 

Am,  Coot  —  maximum  633,  LPew,  Dec.  9  (JH),  462  there,  Jan.  6  before  our  severe 
cold,  snowy  weather  Jan.  1 7  (JH),  none  there  in  Feb.;  63,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB);  5,  HWMA, 
Feb.  5  (BBC). 

Sandhill  Crane  —  1,  Ohio  Co.,  Dec.  11,  perhaps  a  late  straggler  (BBC);  75-100, 
cornfield  bordering  Chaney  Lake,  Feb.  5  (WM);  hundreds,  Hart  Co.,  beginning  on  Feb. 
17  (SK);  87,  Mam,  Feb.  18  (MS);  50,  Joe  Creason  Park,  Jefferson  Co.,  Feb.  21  (JB,  PB); 
35,  BPS,  Feb.  21  (KC);  120,  over  Hart  Co.,  Feb.  25  (MS);  3,  Madison  Co.,  Feb.  26  (JE1, 
AR,  TR);  1 2,  over  GRL,  Feb.  27  ( JE 1 ). 

Short-billed  Dowitcher —  15,  (5  in  breeding  plumage),  McElroy,  Feb.  19,  call 
notes  heard  (WM). 

Com.  Snipe —  13,  only  report,  Lin,  Feb.  8  (AR,TR). 

Am.  Woodcock  —  appeared  a  bit  late  this  year;  100,  edge  of  Hundred  Acre  Pond, 
eastern  edge  of  Hart  Co.,  with  birds  flushed  from  wooded  areas  flooded  by  high  water 
(SK);  3,  birds  “peenting”  at  BPS,  Feb.  21  (KC). 
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Bonaparte’s  Gull  —  1 .  MECH,  Jan.  9  (FB);  100+,  LBL  (all  but  2  at  Energy  Lake), 
Feb.  20  (MB). 

Ring-billed  Gull  —  1000+,  Feb.  20,  LBL  (MB);  150+,  GRL,  Feb.  27  (JE1 );  and  9, 
LPew,  Jan.  6  (JH);  200-250,  MECH,  Jan  18-19  (FB);  only  ones  reported,  but  fewer  in 
numbers  on  CBCs. 

Herring  Gull  —  I00+,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB);  1-5  immatures,  MECH,  Feb.  18-27 
(FB). 

Great  Horned  Owl —  2,  all  season  around  BPS  (KC);  1 ,  at  nest  near  Harrodsburg, 
Mercer  Co.,  Jan.  29  (FL,  WK);  1,  Hart  Co.,  Feb.  25  (MS);  3,  Prospect,  Jefferson  Co., 
Dec.  19  (FM);  and  1,  calling,  Morehead,  Rowan  Co.,  Jan.  19  (FB). 

Short-eared  Owl  —  9,  strip-mine  areas,  Ohio  Co.,  Dec.  1 1  (BBC);  3.  Ohio  Co., 
Feb.  5  (BBC). 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  —  1,  all  season,  BPS  (KC);  1,  Science  Hill,  Pulaski  Co., 
Jan.  20-Feb.  28  (JE1 );  I ,  St.  Matthews,  Jefferson  Co.,  Jan.  30  (  JB,  PB  };  2,  LBL,  Feb.  20 
(MB);  1,  Hart  Co.,  Feb.  25  (MS). 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  —  3,  all  season,  BPS  (KC);  1 ,  Mayo  Lane,  Oldham  Co., 
Dec.  26  (JB,  PB);  1,  swLog,  Feb.  13  (MB). 

E.  Phoebe  —  only  1,  GRL,  Feb.  27  (  JE1  );  apparently  the  severe  cold  temperature 
of  22  degrees  below  zero  in  the  Lou  area  and  the  deep  snow  of  1 5+  inches  in  Jan.  sent  the 
late  Dec.  Phoebes  southward. 

Horned  Lark  —  about  250+,  three  separate  flocks,  largest  near  Petersburg  (140+), 
Boone  Co.,  Jan.  22  (LMc);  13,  Ohio  Co.,  Feb.  5  (BBC) . 

Fish  Crow  —  1  heard,  vicinity  of  Bondurant,  Fulton  Co.,  Feb.  19  (CP). 

Redbreasted  Nuthatch  —  4,  all  season  at  BPS  (KC,  HC);  maximum  15,  Ohio  Co., 
Dec.  1 1  and  Feb.  5  (BBC);  regular  at  Mad  feeder  with  2  on  at  least  28  days  and  three  only 
on  Jan.  17  (JH);  2,  near  Union,  Boone  Co.,  Jan.  1  (LMc);  1  occasionally,  Danville,  Boyle 
Co.,  feeder  (FL);  2,  Pulaski  Co.  Park,  Dec.  1 ,  and  1  at  Kendall  Recreational  Area,  Russell 
Co.  (JE1),  Jan.  29. 

Brown  Creeper  —  2,  selx>g,  Jan.  2  (MB);  2,  Mosley’s  Pond,  swLxrg,  Jan.  30  (MB); 
singles,  BCNP,  Feb.  27  (JB,  PB) ,  and  at  Lincoln’s  Birthplace,  Larue  Co.,  Feb.  26  (MS). 

Carolina  Wren  —  1,  in  deep  snow  at  Anchorage,  Jefferson  Co.,  Jan.  21,  another 
calling  there,  Jan.  23  (BM),  having  survived  both  frigid  temperatures  and  deep  snow. 

Winter  Wren  —  only  1 ,  Mam,  Jan.  20  (MS). 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet  —  1,  apparently  survived  winter  weather  and  was  found 
eating  suet  at  BPS,  Jan.  19  (KC,  HC). 

E.  Bluebird  —  dead  bluebirds  in  10%  of  bluebird  boxes  when  cleaned,  apparently 
killed  by  severe  weather  (fide  SK);  fewer  birds  seen  in  Madison  Co.  area  (AR);  not 
counted  but  common,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB). 
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Hermit  Thrush  — few  reports,  although  39  appeared  on  CBCs;  1,  Mayo  Lane, 
Oldham  Co.,  Dec.  26  (JB,  PB);  1,  Pulaski  Co.  Park,  Jan.  14  (JE1). 

Am.  Robin  —  good  numbers  during  period  of  CBCs;  normal  numbers  seem  to  be 
here  since  the  harsh  winter,  although  only  one  comment  was  sent  to  us  and  that  was 
favorable. 

Varied  Thrush  —  1,  Mayo  Lane,  Oldham  Co.,  Dec.  18  (JK),  and  on  Dec.  19  (DN, 
KC);  if  passed  by  the  KBRC,  it  will  be  the  second  sight  record  for  the  state;  also  seen  by 
others  later. 

Brown  Thrasher  —  the  species  appeared  on  10  CBCs  for  a  total  of  17  birds;  also  1, 
Mad,  Jan.  17  (JH);  and  1,  Morehead,  Dec.  25,  Jan.  19,  and  Feb.  16  (FB). 

Cedar  Waxwing  —  numerous  on  CBCs,  but  few  reports  submitted;  about  13,  all 
season,  at  BPS  (KC,  HC);  12,  Mayo  Lane,  Oldham  Co.,  Dec.  26  (JB,  PB). 

Loggerhead  Shrike  —  2,  near  Berea,  Madison  Co.,  Jan.  2  (AR,  TR);  birds  seem 
scarce  as  there  were  20  less  on  the  CBCs  over  last  year’s  CBCs. 

Yellow-rumped  (Myrtle)  Warbler  —  fair  numbers  in  early  part  of  the  winter,  es¬ 
pecially  during  CBC  period  in  most  parts  of  the  state,  but  few  noted  in  Jan.  and  Feb.;  2, 
seLog,  Jan.  2  (MB). 

Pine  Warbler  —  1,  Smith’s  Bay,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB);  1,  Mad,  feeding  on  ground, 
Feb.  21-25  and  still  present  March  1  (JH). 

Am.  Tree  Sparrow  —  3,  during  week  of  harsh  weather,  BPS,  Jan.  17-21  (KC,  HC); 
1,  Mad  feeder,  Jan.  21-24  (JH);  flock  of  1 1,  Bowling  Green,  Warren  Co.  feeder,  Jan.  19- 
22  (WM),  1  remained  and  left  Jan.  25;  1 1  appeared  at  same  feeder  Feb.  5,  perhaps  the 
same  flock,  all  but  one  left  by  Feb.  7  (WM). 

Fox  Sparrow  —  uncommon  winter  resident,  but  several  were  present  this  winter:  1, 
Mayo  Lane,  Oldham  Co.,  Dec.  26  (JB,  PB);  1,  BPS,  Jan.  1-Feb.  28  (KC,  HC);  1,  Science 
Hill,  Pulaski  Co.  feeder,  Jan.  2-5  (JE1);  1-2  at  Berea,  Madison  Co.  feeders,  Jan.  17-Feb. 
3  (AR,  TR);  5,  Oldham  Co.,  Jan.  16(JB,PB);  1,  at  feeder  in  Mad,  Jan.  18-Feb.  17,  and  2 
there,  Feb.  12  and  14  (JH);  and  2,  BCNP,  Feb.  27  (JB,  PB);  2-5,  Morehead  feeder,  Jan. 
18-30  (FB). 

Song  Sparrow  —  5,  Mosley’s  Pond,  LBL,  Jan.  30  (MB). 

White-throated  Sparrow  —  common  throughout  at  Mad  feeders,  maximum  22  on 
Dec.  28,  36  on  Jan.  14,  and  24,  on  Feb.  9  (JH);  15+,  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  20-25 
Berea  feeder,  Madison  Co.  (AR,  TR);  and  numbers  greater  than  last  winter  at  MECH  and 
at  Morehead  (FB). 

White-crowned  Sparrow  —  not  as  common  this  winter;  10+,  at  feeder  at  Science 
Hill,  Pulaski  Co.,  during  season  (JE1);  12,  near  Berea  (no  date  given,  AR,  TR);  1,  BPS, 
Jan.  2 1 ,  remaining  through  the  period  (KC);  7-9,  along  Hwy  369,  Ohio  Co.,  Jan.  29  (KC, 
JB,  PB);  15  there  on  Feb.  5  (BBC);  and  not  one  at  our  feeders  all  season,  the  first  time  in 
30  years  (AS). 
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Dark-eyed  (Slate-colored)  Junco  —  scarce  this  year;  low  in  Berea,  Madison  Co. 
area  (AR);  10-12  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  only  3-4  all  season  at  our  feeders  (AS); 
numbers  higher  than  last  winter  at  CRL,  MECH,  and  Morehead  (FB). 

Snow  Bunting  —  5,  eastern  Jefferson  Co.,  Jan.  22  (JB,  PB);  2,  in  flock  of  Homed 
Larks  near  Petersburg,  Boone  Co.,  Jan.  22  (LMc). 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  —  flock  of  30  males,  Morehead,  Feb.  28  (FB). 

Purple  Finch  —  scarce  this  winter,  5,  Woodland  Acres  Subdivision,  Logan  Co., 
Jan.  18  (MB);  25,  Piscah  Bay,  LBL,  Feb.  20  (MB);  6,  along  Ohio  River  in  Boone  Co., 
Feb.  12  (LMc);  8,  BPS,  all  season  (KC,  HC);  8,  Berea,  Madison  Co.  feeder,  Feb.  12  (AR, 
TR);  and  1,  Mad,  Feb.  27  (JH). 

House  Finch  —  continues  to  increase;  300+,  at  feeders.  Science  Hill,  Pulaski  Co., 
Jan.  17  (JE1);  at  Cave  City,  Barren  Co.,  MS  states  “(  this  species  )  has  now  almost 
completely  replaced  House  Sparrows.” 

Com.  Redpoll  —  a  few  of  this  species  were  encountered  this  winter:  1,  at  feeder 
west  of  Burlington,  Boone  Co.,  Jan.  8-9  (JC,  KCa,  fide  LMc);  1,  Science  Hill,  Pulaski 
Co.,Jan.  18-19  (JE1 );  1,  two  miles  away  from  another  feeder,  Jan.  16,  may  have  been  the 
same  bird  (Roseanna  Denton,  fide  JE1);  3,  BPS,  Jan.  19-21  (KC,  HC). 

Pine  Siskin  —  scarce  this  winter,  only  present  on  four  CBCs  with  a  total  of  1 8  birds; 
only  1  report  with  1  bird.  Mad,  Jan.  14  (JH). 

Evening  Grosbeak  —  not  numerous  this  winter:  First  appeared  with  3  birds  at  a 
Murray,  Calloway  Co.  feeder,  Dec.  5,  maximum  there  —  42  —  on  Jan.  1 ,  also  38  at  LBL 
Nature  Center,  Feb.  19  (WB),  and  1,  Science  Hill,  Pulaski  Co.  feeder,  Feb.  18  (Diane 
Elmore,  fide  JF1);  15-20,  Morehead  feeder,  Dec.  24-Feb.  28  (FB). 


Contributors  —  Beckham  Bird  Club  field  trip  (BBC),  Jane  Bell  (JB),  Pat  bell 
(PB),  Mark  Bennett  (MB),  Wally  Brines  (WB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  Joe  Caminiti 
(JC),  Kathy  Caminiti  (KCa),  Herbert  Clay  (HC),  Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Jackie  Elmore 
(JE1),  James  Hancock  (JH),  Ned  Keller  (NK),  Steve  Kistler  (SK),  John  Krull  (JK), 
Fred  Mansmith  (FM),  Lee  McNeely  (LMc),  Wayne  Mason  (WM),  Burt  Monroe,  Jr. 
(BM),  Doxie  Noonan  (DN),  Clell  Peterson  (CP),  Art  Ricketts  (AR),  Tina  Ricketts 
(TR),  Anne  Stamm  (AS),  Jay  Stenger  (JS),  Mitchell  Sturgeon  (MS). 


Correction  —  In  Kentucky  Warbler  (1993,  69:  56-57),  the  location  of  the  Red- 
cockaded  Woodpecker  in  Laurel  County,  July  22,  1993,  is  the  Pounder  Colony,  not  Pon¬ 
der. 


—  9101  Spokane  Way,  Louisville,  KY.  40241  (Stamm)  and  Department  of  Biology, 
University  of  Louisville,  KY.  40292. 
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THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
SPRING  MEETING  —  29  APRIL  TO  I  MAY  1994 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  held  its  71st  annual  spring  meeting  at  Rough 
River  State  Resort  Park  on  29  April  to  1  May,  1994.  President  Herbert  Clay  opened  the 
Friday  night  session  by  welcoming  everyone  to  the  meeting.  He  turned  the  meeting  over 
to  Vice-President  Wayne  Mason  who  presented  information  about  developments  of  a 
survey  of  neotropical  migrants  on  International  Migrant  Day  14  May  1994.  He  intro¬ 
duced  Lee  McNeely  who  gave  a  slide  presentation  about  one  of  Kentucky’s  lesser  known 
natural  areas.  Lee’s  program  was.  “The  Enchanted  Cliffs  —  Boone  County  Cliffs  Nature 
Preserve.”  Fred  Mansmith  showed  slides  of  his  recent  Florida  birding  trip.  Kathryn  Clay 
showed  some  whimsical  computer  enhanced  bird  slides,  and  Virginia  and  Wendell 
Kingsolver  showed  slides  of  an  American  White  Pelican  that  visited  Lake  Camico  in 
Nicholas  County.  Ms.  Joyce  Fitzgerald,  now  an  independent  consultant  to  Peabody  Coal 
Company,  expressed  her  appreciation  to  KOS  members  for  their  assistance  and  support 
for  work  done  in  the  reclaimed  strip  mine  lands  in  Ohio  and  Muhlenberg  counties. 

Wayne  Mason  announced  the  Saturday  morning  field  trips. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clay  hosted  a  social  hour  following  the  meeting. 

The  weather  was  rainy  for  the  Saturday  morning  field  trips  in  the  area. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clay  entertained  the  entire  group  for  lunch  on  Saturday  at  their  Big 
Pond  Sanctuary.  Everyone  enjoyed  an  excellent  lunch,  good  fellowship  and  there  were 
many  birds  to  watch.  We  all  express  our  gratitude  for  their  generosity. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  in  the  lodge  at  3:30  p.m. 

Dr.  Clay  presented  an  outstanding  Saturday  evening  program,  “Cardiology  and  Hum¬ 
mingbirds.”  The  presentation  included  many  of  his  superb  photographs  of  the  humming¬ 
birds  of  North  America. 

In  the  short  business  meeting  following  the  presentation.  Blaine  Ferrell  gave  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  U.S.  Forest  Service’s  Baseline  Counts  of  Neotropical  Migrant  Sur¬ 
veys  in  the  Daniel  Boone  National  Forest.  The  meeting  concluded  with  the  announce¬ 
ments  for  the-Sunday  morning  field  trips  and  the  drawing  for  the  door  prizes  provided  by 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Clay. 

- 

Sunday  morning  weather  was  cloudy  and  cold  for  the  field  trips  to  Ohio  County 
strip  mines  led  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  Falls  of  Rough  led  by  Kathryn  Clay  and  in 
the  lodge  area  led  by  Lee  McNeely. 
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ATTENDANCE  AT  THE  SPRING  MEETING 

BEAVER  DAM:  Mary  S.  Craven 

BOWLING  GREEN:  Blaine  Ferrell,  Wayne  M.  Mason,  Herb  and  Jackie  Shadowen 
BURLINGTON:  Lee  and  Lynda  McNeely,  Kathy  and  Joe  Caminiti 
CARLISLE:  Dr.  Wendell  Kingsolver,  Mrs.  Virginia  Kingsolver 
DANVILLE:  Ginny  and  Neil  Eklund,  JoAnn  and  Michael  Hamm 
FALLS  OF  ROUGH:  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  L.  Clay  Jr.,  Joyce  L.  Porter 
LEXINGTON:  Joy  Dawson,  Gerry  and  Jim  Williams 

LOUISVILLE:  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  Kay  and  Jim  Parker,  Bob  and  Martha  Pike, 
Anne  L.  Stamm,  C.  Michael  Stinson 

McHENRY:  Charlotte  A.  Moseley 

MOREHEAD:  Fred  Busroe 

MURRAY:  Clell  Peterson 

OWENSBORO:  John  D.  Humphrey 

PROSPECT:  Fred  T.  Mansmith 

RICHMOND:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.L.  Whitt,  Jr. 

STANLEY:  Anna  L.  and  Tom  Stevenson 

UTICA:  Brenda  and  Tony  Eaden 

RICHMOND,  INDIANA:  Janet  and  J.D.  Wickersham 


BIRDS  OBSERVED  AT  THE  ANNUAL  SPRING  MEETING,  1993 

Birds  observed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  on  field  trips  at  Falls  of  Rough  State  Resort 
Park  were  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Canada  Goose,  Wood  Duck, 
Mallard,  Common  Merganser,  Black  Vulture,  Turkey  Vulture,  Osprey,  Broad-winged 
Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  American  Kestrel,  Wild  Turkey,  Northern  Bobwhite,  Killdeer, 
Solitary  Sandpiper,  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Caspian  Tem, 
Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Chimney  Swift,  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Belted  King¬ 
fisher,  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy 
Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Eastern  Wood-Pewee,  Eastern 
Phoebe,  Great  Crested  Flycatcher,  Eastern  Kingbird,  Homed  Lark,  Purple  Martin,  Tree 
Swallow,  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow,  Cliff  Swallow,  Bam  Swallow,  Blue  Jay, 
American  Crow,  Carolina  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Caro- 


40 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


Vol.  70 


lina  Wren,  House  Wren,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher,  Eastern  Bluebird,  Swainson’s  Thrush, 
Hermit  Thrush,  Wood  Thrush,  American  Robin,  Gray  Catbird,  Northern  Mockingbird, 
Brown  Thrasher,  Cedar  Waxwing,  European  Starling,  White-eyed  Vireo,  Yellow-throated 
Vireo,  Warbling  Vireo,  Philadelphia  Vireo,  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Blue-winged  Warbler,  Ten¬ 
nessee  Warbler,  Nashville  Warbler,  Northern  Parula,  Yellow  Warbler,  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler,  Magnolia  Warbler,  Cape  May  Warbler,  Yellow-rumped  Warbler,  Black-throated 
Green  Warbler,  Blackburnian  Warbler,  Prairie  Warbler,  Palm  Warbler,  Blackpoll  War¬ 
bler,  Black-and-White  Warbler,  American  Redstart,  Prothonotary  Warbler,  Worm-eating 
Warbler,  Ovenbird,  Louisiana  Waterthrush,  Kentucky  Warbler,  Common  Yellowthroat, 
Yellow-breasted  Chat,  Summer  Tanager,  Scarlet  Tanager,  Northern  Cardinal,  Rose¬ 
breasted  Grosbeak,  Blue  Grosbeak,  Indigo  Bunting,  Rufous-sided  Towhee,  Chipping 
Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  White-throated  Sparrow,  White-crowned  Spar¬ 
row,  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Eastern-Meadowlark,  Common  Grackle,  Brown-headed 
Cowbird,  Orchard  Oriole,  Northern  Oriole,  Purple  Finch,  House  Finch,  Pine  Siskin, 
American  Goldfinch  and  House  Sparrow  for  a  total  of  1 10  species.  An  additional  spe¬ 
cies,  Cattle  Egret  was  observed  on  Sunday  field  trips,  bringing  the  total  to  1 1 1  species. 


BOOK  REVIEW 

BIRDS  OF  INDIANAPOLIS,  A  Guide  to  the  Region,  Charles  E.  Keller  and  Timo¬ 
thy  C.  Keller,  Indiana  University  Press,  Bloomington,  Indiana,  1993,  145  pp„  cloth  $25.00, 
paper  $12.95. 

One  of  the  goals  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler  is  to  inform  our  readers  of  ornithological 
publications  in  Kentucky  and  elsewhere.  The  Kellers  have  studied  and  written  about 
Indiana  birdlife  for  many  years.  In  addition  Timothy  Keller  is  a  photographer  of  wildlife. 
I  assume  the  96  species  illustrated  with  excellent  color  photographs  represent  his  work. 
There  are  125  described  species;  “all  are  species  that  the  casual  observer  has  a  good 
chance  of  seeing  in  central  Indiana.”  The  book  also  contains  a  list  of  341  species  with 
information  concerning  the  frequency  of  occurrence  of  each.  The  area  covered  is  greater 
than  Indianapolis;  it  includes  all  of  Marion  County  plus  seven  surrounding  counties. 
Thirteen  birding  areas  are  described  and  shown  on  two  maps. 

The  introduction  contains  information  on  attracting  and  feeding  birds,  the  art  of 
birdwatching,  and  birding  aids  (binoculars  and  field  guides).  The  authors  state  that  they 
“have  stayed  away  from  the  field  guide  approach,”  but  this  book  would  certainly  be 
helpful  in  the  field.  Each  species  description  includes  habitat,  local  sites,  status,  length, 
and  remarks.  The  remarks  section  occupies  most  of  the  printed  space  and  may  contain 
species  descriptions  and  recognition  clues,  song,  nest  structure,  food,  ecological  com¬ 
ments,  conservation,  etc.,  so  that  it  really  is  more  than  a  field  guide.  The  amount  of 
information  provided  varies  from  species  to  species  and  is  given  in  clear,  easily  under¬ 
stood  phrases.  They  describe  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  as  seeming  “to  be  in  high  gear  all  the 
time  as  they  dash  among  the  trees  in  pursuit  of  their  prey”;  the  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  as 
“a  nondescript  olive-greenish  bird  sallying  forth  from  some  exposed  dead  branch  to  snatch 
a  small  insect  that  passes  by  too  closely”;  Cedar  Waxwings  descending  “on  fruit-bearing 
plants  like  locusts  in  a  grain  field”;  and  the  song  of  the  Field  Sparrow  sounding  “like  a 
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ping-pong  ball  dropping  on  a  tile  floor.”  They  describe  the  Carolina  Wren  using  “planted 
flowerpots  not  only  for  nesting  but  also  sometimes  as  roosting  sites,”  a  habit  we  have 
observed  and  enjoyed  on  our  porch  this  year. 

I  was  again  made  aware  of  our  varying  views  of  bird  aesthetics.  Many  have  begun 
to  consider  the  numerous  House  Finches  at  our  winter  feeders  as  pests.  The  writers  are 
aware  of  this,  but  they  write  that  “the  sight  of  a  few  dozen  male  House  Finches  at  the 
thistle  feeder  in  mid-January  is  a  welcome  sight  and  helps  alleviate  those  winter  spells  of 
‘cabin  fever.’”  Apparently  the  Common  Grackle  is  a  greater  pest  at  their  feeding  stations 
than  here.  They  comment  that  “Aside  from  the  European  Starling  and  the  House  Spar¬ 
row  few  birds  are  held  in  such  contempt  as  the  Common  Grackle.  It  is  the  terror  of 
feeding  stations,  chasing  more  desirable  birds  away.”  They  also  effectively  emphasize 
conservation,  and  they  write  about  land  use  change  and  its  present  and  possible  future 
impact  on  bird  species  and  abundance. 

This  is  another  useful  publication  written  to  stimulate  birders,  especially  beginners, 
“to  explore  the  charming  and  interesting  world  of  birdlife  in  the  Indianapolis  vicinity.” 
The  publisher’s  work  is  professional.  The  print  is  clear,  the  binding  well  done,  and  there 
are  few  if  any  typographical  errors.  The  flexible  paper-back  version  has  an  attractive 
glossy  cover.  This  book  should  be  of  interest  and  provide  time-saving  assistance  to  any¬ 
one  birding  in  the  Indianapolis  area. 

—  H.  E.  Shadowen,  1927  Cedar  Ridge  Rd„  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky  42101. 


THE  LOUISVILLE  1993-1994 
MID-WINTER  BIRD  COUNT  RESULTS 

Center  and  habitat  as  described  in  1972;  Dec.  19;  6:30  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.;  Temp.  33 
to  40°  F;  Wind  0-10  m.p.h.  It  was  partly  cloudy  all  day  and  all  water  bodies  were  open. 

There  were  26  observers  in  11-12  parties,  plus  3  at  feeders.  Six  hours  were  spent  at 
feeders  and  2  hours  and  17  miles  owling.  Total  party-hours  89.5  (37.5  on  foot,  52  by  car) 
and  total  party-miles  593.75  (32  on  foot,  561.75  by  car). 

Observers:  Garrett  Adams,  Janet  Aylward,  Jane  Bell,  Pat  Bell,  Marie  Blahnik,  Julie 
Campbell,  Kathryn  Clay,  Frank  Krull,  John  Krull,  Jerry  Lewis,  Norman  Lewis,  Tim 
Love,  Colleen  Mansmith,  Fred  Mansmith,  Nancy  Matyunas,  Mark  Monroe,  Dot  Muntan, 
Doxie  Noonan,  Martha  Pike,  Bob  Quaife,  Lene  Rauth,  George  Rodgers,  Virginia  Rommel, 
Helga  Schutte,  Anne  Stamm,  C.M.  Stinson  (compiler),  Charles  Stover,  Scottie  Theiss 
and  Ed  Toone. 

Birds  observed  were  7  Pied-billed  Grebes,  2  Homed  Grebes,  5  Double-crested  Cor¬ 
morants,  28  Great  Blue  Herons,  254  Canada  Geese,  3  Wood  Ducks,  4  Green-winged 
Teal,  58  Am.  Black  Ducks,  993  Mallards,  5  Northern  Shovelers,  24  Gadwalls,  10  Ameri- 
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can  Wigeons,  5  Canvasbacks,  3  Ring-necked  Ducks,  21  Lesser  Scaup,  13  Hooded  Mer¬ 
gansers,  26  Black  Vultures,  6  Turkey  Vultures,  2  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  7  Cooper’s  Hawks, 
3  Red-shouldered  Hawks,  42  Red-tailed  Hawks,  54  American  Kestrels,  1  Peregrine  Fal-' 
con,  1  Wild  Turkey,  6  Northern  Bobwhite,  5  American  Coots,  29  Killdeer,  79  Ring¬ 
billed  Gulls,  1353  Rock  Doves,  635  Mourning  Doves,  4  Eastern  Screech-Owls,  4  Great 
Homed  Owls,  22  Belted  Kingfishers,  77  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers,  8  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers,  52  Downy  Woodpeckers,  12  Hairy  Woodpeckers,  68  Northern  Flickers,  15 
Pileated  Woodpeckers,  1  Eastern  Phoebe,  24  Homed  Larks.  227  Blue  Jays,  328  Ameri¬ 
can  Crows,  272  Carolina  Chickadees,  126  Tufted  Titmice,  2  Red-breasted  Nuthatches, 
35  White-breasted  Nuthatches,  1 40  Carolina  Wrens,  9  Winter  Wrens,  69  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets,  5  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets,  58  Eastern  Bluebirds,  1217  American  Robins,  1 
Varied  Thrush,  160  Northern  Mockingbirds,  1  Brown  Thrasher,  98  Cedar  Waxwings, 
12328  European  Starlings,  14  Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  389  Northern  Cardinals,  34 
Rufous-sided  Towhees,  9  American  Tree  Sparrows,  33  Field  Sparrows,  1  Fox  Sparrow, 
13  White-crowned  Sparrows,  197  Dark-eyed  Juncos,  2  Red- winged  Blackbirds,  44  East¬ 
ern  Meadowlarks,  65  Common  Grackles,  4  Brown-headed  Cowbirds,  344  House  Finches, 
191  American  Goldfinches,  and  433  House  Sparrows.  The  total  number  of  species  was 
78. 

FIELD  NOTES 

First  Reported  Nesting  of 
Long-Eared  Owls  in  Kentucky 

Early  in  1993  the  Kentucky  State  Nature  Preserves  Commission  (KSNPC)  was  con¬ 
tracted  by  the  Kentucky  National  Guard  (KNG)  to  conduct  a  two-year  inventory  for 
threatened  and  endangered  species  on  KNG’s  three  major  training  sites  in  the  state.  The 
largest  of  these  is  a  5,000  acre  tract  located  a  few  miles  west  of  Central  City  in  Muhlenberg 
County.  The  site  lies  almost  entirely  on  land  that  has  been  surface-mined  for  coal,  and 
habitats  vary  from  second-growth  forest  on  unreclaimed  mines  to  rolling  grasslands  on 
more  recently  mined  and  reclaimed  land. 

While  conducting  field  work  for  the  inventory,  I  visited  this  area  several  times  dur¬ 
ing  the  spring  and  summer  of  1 993.  On  9  March  1 993, 1  was  investigating  one  of  several 
thickets  of  planted  pines  on  the  training  site  when  I  discovered  a  substantial  roost  of 
Long-eared  Owls  (Asio  otus).  Four  birds  were  found  in  one  area,  but  a  larger  group  of  at 
least  twelve  birds  was  found  in  another  section  of  the  planting.  A  carpet  of  droppings  and 
pellets  covered  the  ground  under  the  main  roost,  indicating  that  it  had  probably  been 
used  all  winter.  Although  a  few  Loblolly  pines  (Pinus  taeda )  were  scattered  in  small 
patches,  most  of  the  trees  in  this  planting  were  Virginia  pines  (Pinus  virginiana).  All  of 
the  owls  were  observed  in  the  latter,  and  accumulations  of  pellets  under  others  indicated 
the  use  of  this  tree  most  exclusively.  The  pine  planting  itself  was  situated  within  a  transi¬ 
tional  area  separating  unreclaimed  mined  land  covered  in  second  growth  forest  from 
more  recently  mined  land  that  had  been  reclaimed  and  planted  to  grasses  and  assorted 
trees. 


The  presence  of  such  a  large  number  of  birds  so  late  in  the  winter  suggested  that  a 
few  might  linger  to  breed,  so  on  10  May  1993  1  returned  in  hopes  of  finding  a  nest.  I 
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carefully  searched  the  pine  planting  where  the  roosting  owls  had  been  in  March  and 
found  several  old  nests  built  by  crows,  hawks,  and/or  squirrels,  but  the  only  active  nest 
observed  was  that  of  a  Green-backed  Heron  (Butorides  striatus)  that  was  under  construc¬ 
tion.  In  fact,  none  of  the  nests  I  saw  seemed  large  enough  to  support  an  owl,  and  I  began 
to  suspect  that  none  were  present.  I  then  moved  to  another  pine  planting  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  away,  and  began  searching  through  it.  After  some  time,  I  was  begin¬ 
ning  to  consider  giving  up  when  I  noticed  some  fresh  droppings  and  a  pellet  on  the 
ground  at  my  feet.  I  turned  to  look  upward  and  saw  an  adult  Long-eared  Owl,  perched 
about  ten  feet  directly  over  my  head.  It  sat  motionless  for  a  moment,  then  took  off, 
crashing  clumsily  through  the  branches  as  if  injured  before  alighting  in  another  pine  tree 
less  than  a  hundred  feet  away.  This  behavior  was  not  typical  of  Long-eared  Owls  I  have 
flushed  during  the  winter,  and  it  suggested  the  possibility  of  a  nest  or  young  nearby. 
After  searching  for  about  ten  minutes,  I  found  a  nest  about  a  hundred  feet  from  where  the 
adult  had  been  perched.  On  top  of  the  nest,  a  downy  young  owl  was  staring  down  suspi¬ 
ciously  at  me.  It  seemed  to  be  at  least  half-grown,  perhaps  older,  but  was  still  completely 
covered  with  down.  The  long  ears  typical  of  the  species  were  present  in  the  form  of  tufts 
of  white  down  that  protruded  comically  from  its  forehead. 

The  nest  was  a  bulky  structure  composed  of  sticks  and  dead  leaves.  Long-eared 
Owls  are  not  supposed  to  build  their  own  nest,  rather  they  prefer  to  use  old  nests  built  by 
other  birds  or  squirrels.  This  nest  appeared  to  be  that  of  a  squirrel  that  perhaps  had  been 
enlarged  or  refurbished  by  a  crow  or  hawk.  It  was  placed  along  the  trunk,  about  five  or 
ten  feet  below  the  crown  of  a  Virginia  pine  that  was  about  thirty  feet  tall.  The  tree  itself 
was  not  situated  far  from  the  margin  of  the  pine  thicket. 

Since  only  one  chick  was  visible  in  the  nest,  I  began  searching  the  immediate  area 
for  other  young  that  might  have  already  fledged.  Not  long  afterward  I  found  a  nearly  full- 
grown  owl  perched  in  another  pine  tree  not  far  from  where  the  adult  had  been  perched.  It 
was  larger  than  the  chick  on  the  nest  and  had  feathers  protruding  from  the  down  that  still 
covered  most  of  its  body.  This  bird  sat  motionless  as  I  circled  around  it  several  times. 
Assuming  an  incubation  period  of  nearly  four  weeks  and  about  three  and  a  half  weeks 
from  hatching  to  fledging,  it  would  appear  that  the  pair  began  incubating  sometime  in 
mid-March  and  the  eggs  hatched  by  the  middle  of  April. 

Although  this  represents  the  first  documented  nesting  of  Long-eared  Owls  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  it  is  interesting  to  note  John  James  Audubon’s  reference  to  the  occurrence  of 
Long-eared  Owls  in  Kentucky  (Mengel  .Birds  of  Kentucky,  p.  281 ).  According  to  Mengel, 
Audubon  regarded  the  species  as  “not  rare”  in  Kentucky,  especially  in  the  barrens  (native 
prairies)  of  the  state.  To  my  knowledge,  Audubon’s  reference  to  the  species’  occurrence 
in  Kentucky’s  prairies  has  never  been  interpreted  as  meaning  that  it  was  a  permanent 
resident.  Throughout  the  Great  Plains,  however.  Long-eared  Owls  are  residents  of  the 
native  grasslands,  roosting  and  nesting  in  secluded  groves  of  trees  and  foraging  within 
and  along  the  margins  of  prairies.  Especially  in  light  of  this  recent  discovery,  it  seems 
highly  possible  that  Long-eared  Owls  nested  in  similar  habitat  in  Kentucky  at  the  time  of 
settlement.  —  BRAINARD  PALMER-BALL,  JR.,  Kentucky  State  Nature  Preserves 
Commission,  407  Broadway,  Frankfort,  40601. 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Kentucky  National  Guard’s  West  Kentucky  Training  Site 
is  closed  to  the  general  public. 
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A  STUDY  OF  SHORT-EARED  OWL  PELLETS 
IN  OHIO  COUNTY 

During  the  Fall  of  1988  through  the  Summer  of  1989  when  there  were,  at  the  newly 
named  Homestead  Wildlife  Management  Area,  many  short-eared  owls  present,  I  was 
interested  in  the  contents  of  their  pellets  and  began  to  collect  them.  My  study  of  125 
pellets  is  small  but,  in  my  opinion,  significant. 

This  study  was  accomplished  with  the  help  of  Dr.  Thane  Robinson  of  the  University 
of  Louisville.  He  painstakingly  dissected  each  pellet  and  identified  its  contents.. 

Only  one  pellet  was  different  from  other  pellets  and  it  contained  a  Bog  Lemming 
( Synaptomys  cooperi ).  He  said  that  it  was  the  first  one  reported  from  Ohio  County  and  he 
wondered  if  the  owl  had  caught  the  Lemming  from  another  area  and  arrived  in  Ohio 
County  and  regurgitated  it  there. 

In  the  collection  of  124  pellets  there  were  41  Prairie  Voles  (Microtus  ochrogaster ) 
or  Yellow-bellied  Voles,  81  Meadow  Voles  (Microtus  pennsylvanicus),  1  pellet  which 
contained  an  Indigo  Bunting  (Passerina  cyanea)  skeleton  and  feathers  and  1  pellet  that 
contained  a  Homed  Lark  (Eremophila  alpestris)  skeleton  and  feathers.  The  bird  skel¬ 
etons  and  feathers  were  identified  by  Dr.  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.  of  the  Biology  Dept,  of  the 
University  of  Louisville. 

From  this  study  I  have  drawn  the  conclusion  that  these  owls  prefer  rodents  but  will 
also  feed  on  small  birds.  —  KATHRYN  CLAY,  434  Mallard  Creek  Road,  Louisville, 
Kentucky  40207. 


NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Mike  Stinson  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird  sightings 
from  around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 

K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund. 
Persons  that  need  money  (i.e.,  up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting  research  on 
birds  in  Kentucky  should  contact  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  Avian  Research 
Grant  Fund  Committee  do  Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky 
University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky  42101  for  a  set  of  guidelines  and  an  application 
form. 


The  Fall  K.O.S.  Meeting 

The  fall  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  Meeting  will  be  held  October  8,  9  and  10 
at  Pennyrile  State  Park.  Please  mark  your  calendars  and  make  your  room  reservations 
early.  If  you  plan  to  make  a  presentation  at  the  Friday  evening  session,  contact  Wayne 
Mason,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green  42101. 
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We  thank  our  staff  artist,  Ray  Harm,  for  this  excellent  painting  of  a  Red-tailed 
Hawk  (Buteo  jamaicensis). 
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IN  MEMORIAM:  BURT  L.  MONROE,  JR. 

I  am  very  thankful  that  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  paid  tribute  to  Burt  L. 
Monroe,  Jr.  personally  and  in  The  Kentucky  Warbler  (KW,  70:3-4).  Too  often  we  do  not 
express  our  appreciation  for  a  lifetime  of  service  and  friendship  until  it  is  too  late  to  do 
so. 

Despite  his  national  and  international  acclaim  as  an  ornithologist,  Burt  remained  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  for  50  years,  inexhaustibly 
trying  to  make  the  K.O.S.  a  high  quality  organization  and  elevating  the  level  of  ornithol¬ 
ogy  in  the  state.  The  void  in  international,  national  and  Kentucky  ornithology  created  by 
his  absence  will  not  be  filled  easily.  However,  I  am  sure  Burt  would  be  most  pleased  if 
his  legacy  of  ornithological  interest  was  carried  on  by  a  strong  Kentucky  Ornithological 
Society.  We  will  remember  him  most,  not  as  the  consummate  professional  ornithologist, 
but  as  in  the  picture  below;  an  avid  birder,  friend  and  advocate  for  ornithology. 


Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr. 
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THE  SPRING  SEASON,  1994 

Anne  L.  Stamm 

While  this  was  a  relatively  cool  spring  with  temperatures  averaging  below  normal 
in  the  Louisville  area  for  both  March  and  May,  but  it  was  3.6  degrees  above  normal  in 
April.  Precipitation  also  averaged  below  normal  in  Louisville  in  March  and  May.  How¬ 
ever,  south  of  Bowling  Green,  precipitation  was  above  normal.  The  transient  lakes  at 
Woodbum  were  unusually  high  in  late  February  through  most  of  May.  thus  making 
suitable  habitat  for  waterfowl. 

Ducks,  with  few  exceptions,  were  in  low  numbers  since  many  had  already  moved 
northward  by  early  March.  There  were  no  reports  of  large  hawk  flights.  Shorebird  mi¬ 
gration  was  fairly  good  in  western  Kentucky  from  Hickman  south  in  Fulton  County, 
from  early  March  through  April.  Vireo  migration  was  later  than  usual  and  warblers  were 
noted  particularly  from  April  17  to  30,  but  numbers  were  low.  Frederick  W.  Loetscher 
wrote  that  “Most  years  we've  had  more  transient  warblers  in  5  minutes  than  this  entire 
season.” 

Rare  to  uncommon  species  of  birds  reported  this  spring  included  the  following: 
Red-necked  Grebe,  Eared  Grebe,  Western  Grebe,  American  White  Pelican,  Upland 
Sandpiper,  Laughing  Gull,  Swainson’s  Warbler,  and  Lark  Sparrow. 

A  good  number  of  nesting  reports  were  included  in  the  spring  reports;  these  will 
be  included  in  the  nesting  season  summary.  Apparently  observers  are  giving  more 
attention  to  this  phase  of  bird  study  so  that  a  more  accurate  evaluation  may  be  made  of 
the  present  status  of  the  breeding  birds  of  the  state.  Some  changes  in  habitat  during 
recent  years  have  undoubtedly  caused  changes  in  bird  populations. 


Abbreviations:  BCNP  =  Beargrass  Creek  Nature  Preserve,  Louisville,  Jefferson 
County;  BPS  =  Big  Pond  Sanctuary,  Grayson  County;  BCNP  =  Boone  Cliffs  Nature 
Preserve,  Boone  County;  Bur  =  Burlington,  Boone  County;  CEL  =  Camp  Ernst  Lake, 
near  Burlington.  Boone  County;  CRL  =  Cave  Run  Lake,  Rowan  County;  CL  =  Chaney 
Lake,  Warren  County;  EBPP  =  East  Bend  Power  Plant.  Boone  County;  GPP  =  Ghent 
Power  Plant,  Boone  County;  Hick  =  Hickman,  Fulton  County;  HWMA  =  Homestead 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  Ohio  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County; 
LCWMA  =  Lake  Cumberland  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Pulaski  County:  LBL  =  Land 
Between  the  Lakes;  Lin  =  Linville  Lake,  Rockcastle  County;  Lou  =  Louisville.  Jefferson 
County;  Mad  =  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  MD  =  Markland  Dam.  Gallatin  County; 
MCNP  =  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park.  Edmonson  County;  McE  =  McElroy  Lake, 
Warren  County;  MCFH  =  Minor  E.  Clark  Fish  Hatchery.  Rowan  County;  NBSP  =  Natu¬ 
ral  Bridge  State  Park,  Powell  County;  OFL  =  Owsley  Fork  Lake,  Madison  County:  Pet 
=  Petersburg,  Boone  County;  PCP  =  Pulaski  County  Park;  SHB  =  South  Hickman  Bot¬ 
toms,  Fulton  County;  SH  =  Science  Hill.  Pulaski  County;  SBC  =  Somerset  Bird  Club, 
Pulaski  County;  Chaney  and  McElroy  Lakes  are  the  transient  lakes  south  ot  Bowling 
Green,  Warren  County. 
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Common  Loon  —  No  major  movement  noted,  but  one  to  four  birds  were  present  at 
eight  locations  from  March  15-18. 

Pied-billed  Grebe  —  Three  near  Elizabethtown,  Hardin  County,  March  1  (KC,  JP); 
three  at  OFL,  March  6  (AR,  TR);  six  at  SHB,  April  1  (CP);  and  "common”  at  CL  and 
McE  last  week  of  March  and  one  still  there  on  May  10  (WM). 

Horned  Grebe  —  Three  to  four  at  CRL,  March  4  and  18  (FB);  35+  at  McE  March 
19  (JB,  PB);  11  at  the  transient  lakes,  last  week  of  March  (WM);  and  two  in  breeding 
plummage  at  CRL,  April  17  (FB). 

Red-necked  Grebe  —  One  present  at  a  gravel  pit  pond,  south  of  Pet,  March  12 
(documentation  submitted  —  LMc);  five  at  OFL,  March  6  (AR,  TR)  and  three  there, 
March  26  (SBC);  these  birds  are  extremely  rare  transients  and  winter  visitants  and  as 
yet  have  not  been  approved  by  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee. 

Eared  Grebe  —  A  pair  at  1-65,  Three  Springs  Road  marsh,  south  of  Bowling  Green, 
Warren  County,  March  4,  but  they  remained  only  part  of  the  day.  Also,  two  observed 
sporadically  for  most  of  the  last  half  of  March,  either  at  McE  or  at  nearby  Silver  Springs 
Swamp/Marsh,  but  were  gone  by  mid- April  (WM). 

Western  Grebe — At  least  four  were  reported  at  McE,  March  27-April  2  (WM); 
these  birds  as  yet  have  not  been  approved  by  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee. 

American  White  Pelican  —  A  Hock  (±  100)  “spent  several  weeks  on  the  Tennes¬ 
see  River  about  one  or  two  miles  upstream  from  (he  union  of  the  Tennessee  and  the 
Ohio  Rivers.”  The  birds  often  fed  along  the  north  bank  in  Livingston  County,  March  30- 
April  17,  only  one  bird  present  April  13-17  (CP).  This  is  the  largest  group  to  be  reported 
in  the  state. 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  Migration  was  not  as  pronounced  as  last  fall:  50  at 
LBL,  April  17  (JB,  PB);  70  at  MD,  May  6  (LMc);  35  roosting  in  trees  along  the  Ohio 
River  at  the  1-275  bridge.  May  7  and  15,  while  22  were  on  the  Ohio  River  at  Rabbit 
Hash,  Boone  County,  May  7  (LMc);  smaller  numbers  elsewhere. 

Great  Blue  Heron  —  Few  reports  submitted;  "numerous  and  widely  scattered”  in 
western  Kentucky  (CP);  six  in  Daviess  County,  March  12  and  13  (M.  Brown  fide  AP); 
and  two  at  LPew,  March  4  (JH). 

Great  Egret —  Two  at  CEL,  April  3,  singles  at  three  locations  in  Boone  County, 
April  9  (LMc);  "numerous”  in  western  Kentucky  (no  date  CP);  two  at  the  Army  Depot, 
Madison  County,  April  19  (WD);  and  one  at  CL,  May  23  (WM). 

Snowy  Egret  —  One  report:  five  at  SHB  (several  locations,  no  date  —  CP). 

Little  Blue  Heron  —  A  group  at  SHB,  April  23  (CP)  and  one  at  Sledd  Creek 
embankment,  Kentucky  Lake,  Marshall  County,  May  18  (MMi). 

Cattle  Egret  —  Several  flocks  totaling  ±  70  birds  at  SHB,  mid-April  through  May 
on  a  number  of  occasions  (CP);  one  near  OFL,  May  8  ( AR,  TR);  and  1 2  near  McE,  May 
24  (WM). 

Green-backed  Heron  —  This  species  has  been  scarce  in  some  sections  of  Ken¬ 
tucky;  one  at  MCNP,  May  5  (JB,  PB);  and  two  at  BPS,  May  15  (KC,  HC). 
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Y ellow-crowned  Night-Heron  —  One  at  Lentz’s  Pond,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County, 
May  5  and  8  (JB,  PB). 

Snow  Goose  —  One  at  McE,  March  4-6  and  29  (WM);  five  at  Shakertown,  Mercer 
County,  March  12  (FL);  and  three  at  a  pond  near  Faubush,  Pulaski  County,  April  2 
(JE1). 

Canada  Goose  —  A  flock  of  85  at  McE,  March  4  (WM);  two  at  LPew,  March  4; 
and  25  in  Daviess  County,  April  5  (AP,  MP). 

Wood  Duck  —  Five  at  McE  and  seven  at  CL,  March  1 2  ( WM);  seven  at  Caney  ville, 
Grayson  County,  April  9  (KC,  JP);  and  six  at  SHB,  April  23  (CP). 

Green-winged  Teal  —  Two  at  McE,  March  4  (WM),  four  there,  March  19  (JB, 
PB),  seven  at  Lick  Creek,  Boone  County,  March  27  (LMc);  and  23  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bondurant,  Fulton  County,  April  1  (CP). 

American  Black  Duck  —  Three  at  LPew,  March  22  (KC,  JP);  present  at  McE, 
April  9  (no  number —  KC,  JP). 

Blue-winged  Teal  —  Returned  to  the  transient  lakes  on  March  12  and  remained 
"common”  through  March  31  (WM);  40  at  SHB,  March  24  (CP);  one  still  present  at 
Riverfields,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County,  May  5  (JB,  PB);  and  a  male  at  CL,  May  10 
(WM). 

Northern  Shoveler  —  Present  at  CL  and  McE,  March  12  (WM);  three  at  LPew, 
March  (JH);  85  at  SHB  (north  west  of  Open  Pond),  March  24  (CP);  18  at  Lentz’s 
Pond,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County,  March  26  (JB,  PB);  and  two  pairs  at  McE,  May  10 
(WM). 

Gadwall  — Thirty-five  at  SHB,  March  24  (CP);  and  23  to  34  at  various  times 
during  March  from  the  Danville  area  (no  specific  location  —  FL).  Highest  count  at 
CRL  was  10  on  April  1  (FB). 

American  Wigeon  —  Fairly  “common”  at  the  transient  lakes  from  March  12  to  31 
(WM);  and  60  at  SHB,  March  24  (CP). 

Canvasback  —  Few  reports:  at  least  15  at  McE  and  "more”  at  CL,  March  4  (WM); 
one  (female)  at  PCP,  March  13-16  (JE1). 

Redhead  —  "Large  numbers”  were  present  at  the  transient  lakes,  March  4  (WM); 
45  at  Lin,  March  8,  where  such  numbers  are  few  (AR.  TR);  34  at  PCP,  March  9  (JE1); 
four  at  McE,  March  19  (JB,  PB);  and  two  at  CRL  (dam  area),  March  18  (FB). 

Ring-necked  Duck —  The  maximum  number  at  LPew  was  59  on  March  4  (JH); 
present  at  CL  and  McE  on  the  same  date  (no  number  —  WM);  31  at  PCP.  March  9 
(JE1);  150+  at  Cooley’s  Lake,  Wayne  County,  March  13,  70+  at  Thurston’s  Pond,  Wayne 
County,  March  13  (JE1). 

Greater  Scaup  —  Small  groups  were  at  McE,  March  4  (WM);  21  noted  at  PCP, 
March  9.  and  one  still  there  March  16  (JE1). 

Lesser  Scaup —  Large  numbers  present  at  both  CL  and  McE  on  March  4  and  were 
especially  "abundant”  from  March  12  to  23  (WM). 
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Old  Squaw  —  Three  males  at  CRL  on  March  4  (FB). 

Common  Goldeneye  —  Eleven  at  McE,  March  4  (WM);  and  four  at  SHB,  March 
24  (CP). 

Bufflehead  —  Twenty  at  McE.  March  4  (WM);  16  was  the  highest  count  at  LPew, 
March  15  (JH). 

Hooded  Merganser — Fourteen  at  McE,  March  4  ( WM);  seven  at  a  Pet  pond,  March 
21  (LMc);  three  at  Lentz's  Pond  Louisville,  Jefferson  County,  March  26  (JB,  PB);  eight 
on  LPew,  March  31  (JH);  and  one  in  a  Pet  gravel  pit.  May  7  (LMc). 

Red-breasted  Merganser  —  Numerous  records;  eight  at  Lin,  March  8  (AR,  TR); 
CRL,  March  4- April  I ,  maximum  of  45  on  March  17  (FB);  four  at  McE,  March  19  (JB, 
PB);  11  at  EBPP,  March  27  (LMc);  one  in  Ohio  River  Basin,  Louisville,  May  8  (JB, 
PB);  four  female  at  MCFH,  May  3  and  three  on  May  18  (FB). 

Ruddy  Duck  —  Eight  at  McE,  March  4  (WM);  one  at  CEL,  April  5  (LMc);  two  at 
MCFH,  March  30  and  three  there,  April  1  (FB). 

Black  Vulture  —  Observed  regularly  at  both  GPP  and  EBPP  throughout  the  pe¬ 
riod  (LMc);  two  at  MCNP,  April  23  (JB,  PB). 

Osprey  —  Numerous  records:  one  bird  at  MCFH,  March  30- April  1  (FB);  one  at 
Pet,  April  3  and  19  (LMc);  singles  over  SH  (two  locations),  April  9  and  17  (JE1 );  one  to 
two  at  MCFH,  April  9,  10,  16  (FB);  five  at  LBL,  April  17  (JB,  PB);  one  at  Old  Pumphouse 
Road  pond,  Somerset.  Pulaski  County,  April  18,  and  one  at  PCP,  April  25  (JE1 );  two  at 
Army  Depot,  Madison  County,  April  19  (WD);  seven  at  MCFH,  April  17  and  five  there, 
April  23  (FB);  single  birds  at  Warsaw,  Gallatin  County,  May  1  (LMc),  and  OFL,  May  8 
(AR,  TR). 

Bald  Eagle  —  One  to  two  adults  and  one  immature  at  MCFH  on  various  dates 
March  4-25,  but  two  immatures  there  March  30  (FB);  an  adult  at  OFL,  May  27  (AR, 
TR). 

Northern  Harrier  —  Eight  at  SHB,  March  24  (CP);  two  at  HWMA,  May  12  (KC, 
HC)  and  one  there  May  28  (KC,  JP);  and  one  in  Boyle  County,  April  30  (FE). 

Cooper's  Hawk  — Two  at  BPS,  all  season  (KC,  HC);  one  in  Cumberland  County, 
May  30  (SS). 

Broad-winged  Hawks  —  Small  numbers  (1-4  birds)  in  five  counties. 

Wild  Turkey  —  One  to  five  birds  at  MCNP,  April  16,  23  and  May  5  (JB,  PB);  one 
in  Casey  County  (no  date  —  FL). 

American  Coot  —  Good  numbers  this  spring:  200+  at  the  transient  lakes,  March  4 
and  remained  in  large  numbers  through  the  month,  at  least  500  at  McE  alone,  March  3 1 
(WM);  also  present  at  LPew  from  March  4-April  25,  with  a  maximum  of  188  on  March 
31  (JH);  various  numbers  at  CRL  from  March  18- April  10,  with  a  maximum  of  250  on 
April  9  (FB). 

Sandhill  Crane  —  One  hundred  fifty  to  200  noted  near  Milemarker  #  1 28  on  West¬ 
ern  Kentucky  Parkway  and  100-150  along  Hwy.  1375,  Hardin  County,  March  1  (KC, 
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JP);  1 1 3+  in  small  flocks  over  Boyle  County,  March  4  (FL);  1 00  in  a  field  along  Hwy.  60 
in  Hancock  County,  March  3  (AP,  MP);  two  at  Berea,  Madison  County,  March  8  (AR, 
TR);  "large  flocks”  noted  in  the  river  bottoms  near  Maceo,  Daviess  County,  March  12 
(M.  Brown  fide  AP);  two  at  BPS,  April  11  (KC),  and  three  remained  at  CL,  March  4 
from  the  231  noted  February  23  (WM,  HS). 

Black-bellied  Plover  —  One  at  McE,  March  14,  and  17  there.  May  23  (WM);  one 
at  SHB,  April  23  (CP);  five  at  MCFH,  May  7  and  one  there.  May  18  (FB). 

Lesser  Golden  Plover  —  500+  (probably  1000— three  flocks  on  the  ground,  of 
several  hundred  each,  and  large  flocks  in  flight)  at  SHB,  April  23  (CP,  HCh). 

Semipalmated  Plover  —  Five  records:  15  at  Lick  Creek,  Boone  County,  May  7 
(LMc);  15  at  McE,  May  10  (D.  Chaffin  fide  WM);  three,  north  of  Monticello,  Wayne 
County,  May  19  (SS):  one  at  MCFH,  May  7  (FB);  15+  at  McE,  May  23  (WM). 

Greater  Yellowlegs  —  During  early  March  through  April  this  species  was  widely 
scattered  from  Hickman  south  in  Fulton  County  (CP);  two  in  flooded  field  near  Woodbum, 
Warren  County,  March  14  (WM);  two  in  Wayne  County  near  Pulaski  County  line,  March 
30  (JE1);  one  at  Elk  Creek,  Hopkins  County,  April  20  (JH);  small  numbers  in  Gallatin 
County,  May  6  (LMc);  eight  at  MCFH,  May  7  (FB);  and  one  at  McE,  May  10  (D. 
Chaffin  fide  WM). 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  —  This  species  also  widely  scattered  from  Hickman  on  south 
from  early  March  through  April  (CP);  two  at  MCFH,  May  7  (FB);  and  several  reports  of 
one  to  five  birds  at  the  transient  lakes  from  March  14-May  28. 

Solitary  Sandpiper  —  Six  reports:  one  at  MCNP,  April  23  (JB,  PB);  14  in  Calloway 
County,  April  24  (MMi);  four  at  CEL,  May  6,  and  eight  at  EBPP,  May  7  (LMc);  two  at 
MCFH,  April  17-May  6,  five  there  May  7  (FB);  and  two  at  Dewey  Lake,  Warren  County, 
May  10  (WM). 

Spotted  Sandpiper  —  First  reported  at  MCFH,  March  30  and  peaked  there  with  15 
on  May  7  (FB);  small  numbers  at  the  GPP  and  Warsaw  Sewage  Ponds,  May  6  and  EBPP 
May  7  (LMc);  and  four  at  Dewey  Lake,  Warren  County,  May  10  (WM). 

Upland  Sandpiper  — Three  noted  in  Warren  County,  April  16  (JB,  PB);  and  singles 
in  three  locations  in  Hickman  Bottoms,  Fulton  County  (CP). 

I 

Whimbrel  —  Two  noted  at  McE,  May  23  (WM). 

Ruddy  Turnstone —  Seven  at  McE,  May  21  (WM). 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  —  Few  records:  present  in  Fulton  County  south  of  Hickman 
during  March  and  April  (no  number — CP),  two  to  five  at  MCFH,  May  6  and  7  (FB). 

Western  Sandpiper  —  At  least  three,  south  of  Hickman,  Fulton  County,  during 
April  (no  specific  date  —  CP). 

Least  Sandpiper  —  Noted  with  other  shorebirds  in  Fulton  County  during  March 
and  April  (CP);  25  at  McE,  May  23  (WM);  and  three  at  MCFH.  May  6  and  10  there 
May  7  (FB);  4  were  north  of  Monticello  Wayne  County  May  19  (SS). 
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White-rumped  Sandpiper  —  One  at  MCFH,  May  7  (FB);  10  at  McE,  May  23  (WM). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  —  Ninety,  south  of  Hickman,  Fulton  County  (no  date  —  CP); 
two  at  McE,  March  14  (WM);  and  March  19  (JB,  PB);  nine,  in  Wayne  County,  near  the 
Pulaski  County  line,  March  30  (JE1);  and  one  at  MCFH,  May  7  (FB). 

Dunlin  —  One  at  GPP,  May  6  (LMc);  one  in  breeding  plumage  at  MCFH,  May  7 
(FB);  eight  at  McE,  May  23  (WM);  six  at  SHB  (no  date  —  CP). 

Common  Snipe  —  Sixty  at  SHB  “were  variously  observed  in  March  and  April” 
(CP);  also,  noted  in  Daviess  County,  March  15  (no  number —  AP). 

American  Woodcock  —  Three  near  Burlington,  March  7- April  9  and  two  at  Middle 
Creek,  Boone  County,  May  7  (LMc);  four  at  BPS,  March  13  (KC);  present  in  Daviess 
County,  March  1 5  (no  number  —  AP);  one  at  Big  South  Fork  National  River  and  Recre¬ 
ation  Area  (hereafter  BSFNRRA),  McCreary  County,  May  13  (SS,  RE). 

Red-necked  Phalarope  —  One  (female)  at  McE,  May  19  (JE1) 

Laughing  Gull  —  One  at  McE,  May  23  is  the  first  record  for  that  area  (WM). 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  —  Thirteen  in  wet  field  along  Hwy.  90  in  Wayne  County,  March 
30  (JE1);  100  was  the  high  count  at  EBPP,  April  3  (LMc);  500  at  LBL,  April  16  (JB, 
PB);  few  at  MCFH,  with  a  high  count  of  only  20  on  April  1  (FB). 

Ring-billed  Gull  —  The  high  count  at  MCFH  was  220  on  March  27  (FB);  maxi¬ 
mum  at  East  Bend,  Boone  County  was  175,  March  27  (LMc);  flock  of  100+  in  Hancock 
County,  March  3  (AP,  MP). 

Caspian  Tern  —  Six  at  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Jefferson  County,  May  8  (JB.  PB);  three 
at  MCFH,  May  18  (FB). 

Common  Tern  —  Two  at  MCFH,  May  7  (FB). 

Forster’s  Tern  —  Four  at  MCFH,  May  6,  and  19  there  on  May  7  (FB). 

Least  Tern  —  Six  near  Lake  #9,  Fulton  County,  May  18  (CP). 

Black  Tern  —  Two  at  MCFH,  May  6-7  (FB). 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  —  One  at  BSFNRRA,  May  5  (SS,  RE);  five  at  Dewey  Lake, 
Warren  County,  May  9  (WM). 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  —  First  arrival  at  Mad,  April  29  (JH);  one  at  Maceo.  Daviess 
County,  May  1  (AP,  MP);  two  at  BPS,  May  12-31  (KC,  HC);  two  at  Dewey  Lake, 
Warren  County,  May  12  (WM);  and  at  least  seven  in  Cumberland  County,  May  30  (SS). 

Common  Barn  Owl  —  One  perched,  April  I,  Boyle  County  (FL). 

Common  Nighthawk  —  Birds  were  late  in  arriving;  first  observation  in  Morehead 
area,  Rowan  County  was  April  27  (FB)  and  at  BPS,  May  9  (KC). 

Chuck-will’s-widow  —  One  at  BPS,  April  22  (KC,  HC);  heard  in  Hopkins  County, 
April  25  (Bonnie  West  fide  JH);  heard  at  Mad,  April  29  (D.W.  Hancock  fide  JH);  two  in 
Cumberland  County,  May  30  (SS). 
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Whip-poor-will  —  First  heard  in  Hopkins  County,  April  1 0  (Bonnie  West  fide  JH); 
and  near  BPS,  April  13  (KC,  HC). 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  —  One  (male)  arrived  at  BPS,  April  1 1  (HC)  and  at 
SH,  April  12  (JE1);  two  at  LBL,  April  17  (JB,  PB);  and  one  at  BCNP,  May  1  (JB,  PB). 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher  —  One  at  BSFNRRA,  May  5  (SS,  RE). 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee  —  One  arrived  later  than  normal  at  Mad,  April  26  (JH). 

Willow  Flycatcher  —  Two  near  Pet,  May  3 1  (LMc). 

Eastern  Phoebe  —  One  at  OFL,  March  1 1  (AR,  TR);  and  others  arrived  along 
Hwy.  #110,  March  12-14  (KC);  three  at  MCNP,  March  19  (JB.  PB). 

Eastern  Kingbird  —  Arrived  later  than  usual  —  last  week  in  April. 

Tree  Swallow  —  A  flock  of  15  at  Lake  Reba,  Madison  County,  March  8  (AR,  TR); 
75  at  MCFH,  March  27,  peaked  at  150  on  March  30- April  1  (FB);  30+  at  OFL,  March 
26  (JE1);  and  33  at  LPew,  April  8  (JH). 

Cliff  Swallow  —  Largest  concentrations  included:  50  at  LBL  (JB,  PB)  and  at 
MCFH,  April  16  (FB);  also,  50  to  60  over  Rough  River,  Grayson  and  Breckinridge 
Counties,  May  20  (KC,  HC);  and  12+  at  bridge  near  Bradfordville,  Marion  County, 
May  27  (FL). 

Fish  Crow  —  Two  birds  in  Hickman  Bottoms,  Fulton  County  (two  locations),  March 
24  (CP). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  —  One  at  a  feeder  at  Mad,  April  1 4  (JH);  one  still  present 
at  BCNP,  May  1  (JB,  PB);  one  at  PCP,  May  2  (JE1);  and  the  latest  one  at  BPS,  May  6 
(KC.  HC). 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  —  Twelve  at  BCNP,  April  13  (JB,  PB);  one  singing  at  Mad, 
April  21  (JH). 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  —  Six  arrived  at  Dewey  Lake,  Warren  County,  March  3 1 
(WM);  20+  at  BCNP,  April  13  (JB,  PB)  and  30+  at  MCNP,  April  16  (JB.  PB). 

Veery  —  Few  reported:  one  to  two  birds  observed  in  Edmonson,  Jefferson  and 
Powell  Counties. 

Gray-cheeked,  Swainson’s,  and  Wood  Thrushes  —  All  three  species  arrived  later 
than  normal  and  were  in  low  numbers. 

Northern  Mockingbird/Brown  Thrasher  —  None  of  the  former  species  have  been 
seen  at  BPS  since  the  BIG  SNOWSTORM.  January  17  (KC).  The  Brown  Thrasher 
arrived  at  LPew  on  March  22  (JH)  and  at  BPS,  April  10  (KC). 

Water  Pipit  —  Twenty-five  at  McE,  March  19  (JB,  PB);  present  at  the  transient 
lakes  on  March  23  while  on  an  Ornithology  class  field  trip  (WM). 

Cedar  Waxwing  —  Five  reports.  The  greatest  concentration  was  at  BPS  with  50- 
60  birds.  April  22  (KC). 
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Loggerhead  Shrike  —  One  at  Kentucky  Horse  Park,  Fayette  County,  April  2 1  ( WD). 

White-eyed  Vireo  —  One  at  Mad,  April  1 1  (JH);  one  at  BPS,  April  12  (KC);  one  at 
BCNP,  April  18  (JB,  PB). 

Bell’s  Vireo  —  One  singing  at  HWMA,  May  12  (HC,  KC). 

Solitary  Vireo  —  One  at  BCNP,  April  29  (JB,  PB);  three  at  MCNP,  April  30  (JB, 
PB);  and  four  at  Dewey  Lake,  Warren  County,  May  12  (WM). 

Yellow-throated  Vireo  —  Two  at  BCNP,  April  13,  two  to  four  at  MCNP,  April  16 
and  23  (JB,  PB);  one  at  Mad,  April  28  (JH). 

Warbling  Vireo  —  Two  at  LBL,  April  17  (JB,  PB);  one  singing  north  of  Monticello, 
Wayne  County,  May  19  (SS);  one  at  LPew,  April  25  (JH). 

Philadelphia  Vireo  —  One  at  BCNP,  April  29  and  May  1  (JB,  PB). 

Red-eyed  Vireo  —  Arrival  dates  included  one  at  BPS,  April  1 3  (KC),  four  at  MCNP, 
April  16  (JB,  PB),  one  at  Mad,  April  22  (JH). 

Tennessee  Warbler  —  Two  arrived  at  BCNP  on  April  24  (JB,  PB)  and  at  Mad  on 
April  25  (JH);  numbers  were  low.  A  rather  late  straggler  was  still  present  in  northeast 
Louisville  on  June  4  (DN). 

Orange-crowned  Warbler  —  One  at  BCNP,  April  13  and  27  (JB,  PB). 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  —  First  observation  at  Mad,  May  3  (JH);  “abundant"  in 
Warren  County,  May  12  (WM). 

Magnolia  Warbler  —  Two  at  BPS,  April  2  established  an  early  arrival  date  (KC). 

Cape  May  Warbler  —  One  at  BCNP,  April  24  (JB,  PB);  present  at  Bur,  April  23- 
May  10  (LMc);  later  sightings  included  single  birds  at  five  other  locations. 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  —  One  at  NBSP,  April  30  (JB,  PB). 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  —  Ten  to  15  at  BPS,  April  25  (KC,  HC). 

Pine  Warbler  —  First  heard  at  Mad,  March  4  and  still  present  there  May  31  (JH); 
one  at  PCP,  March  10  and  six  there,  March  11  (JE1);  one  at  BPS,  March  12-13  (KC); 
two  at  MCNP,  April  23  and  four  at  NBSP,  April  30  (JB,  PB). 

Prairie  Warbler  —  Three  were  singing  at  BPS  and  surrounding  area  as  early  as 
April  4  (KC);  highest  count  at  MCNP  was  five  (JB,  PB);  and  at  least  15  in  Cumberland 
County,  May  30  (SS). 

Palm  Warbler  —  Good  numbers  at  Rough  River  State  Park,  Grayson  County,  May 
1  (LMc  et  al);  low  numbers  elsewhere. 

Blackpoll  Warbler  —  Good  numbers  at  Rough  River  State  Park,  May  1  (LMc). 

Cerulean  Warbler  —  The  report  of  seven  at  MCNP,  April  23  was  encouraging 
(JB,  PB);  two  in  Cumberland  County,  May  30  (SS). 
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Worm-eating  Warbler  —  Eight  at  NBSP,  May  28  (JB,  PB). 

Swainson’s  Warbler  —  Two  on  opposite  sides  of  Kentucky  444,  Calloway  County 
(MMi,  CP);  heard  two  and  saw  one,  same  location.  May  24  (MMi);  and  one  again  at 
same  location  May  28  (several  observers);  one  at  Red  River  Gorge,  Powell  County,  May 
28  (JB,  PB). 

Connecticut  Warbler  —  One  (female)  at  LCWMA,  May  8  (JE1). 

Yellow-breasted  Chat  —  First  observation  in  Hopkins  County,  April  20  (JH);  at 
least  nine  in  Cumberland  County,  May  30  (SS). 

Summer  Tanager- — A  pair  at  BPS,  April  10-May  31  (KC);  five  in  Cumberland 
County.  May  30  (SS);  and  several  sightings  at  Mad  during  May  (JH). 

Scarlet  Tanager  —  One  to  two  birds  reported  in  six  counties:  Breckinridge, 
Daviess,  Edmonson,  Hopkins,  Jefferson,  and  Trigg,  while  five  were  seen  in  Cumberland 
County. 

| 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  —  Maximum  counts  at  the  following  locations  included: 

10  at  BCNP,  eight  at  NBSP,  and  five  at  BPS,  while  one  was  at  Mad. 

Blue  Grosbeak  —  Two  at  HWMA,  May  12  (KC,  HC);  and  a  few  in  the  Danville 
area  (FL,  WK). 

Indigo  Bunting  —  First  arrival  was  at  Mad,  April  12  (JH);  highest  count  was  37  or 
more  in  Cumberland  County,  May  30  (SS). 

Dickcissel  —  Frederick  Loetscher  reported  a  “good  year"  for  this  species  in  the 
Danville  are  (Boyle  and  southern  Mercer  counties);  five  in  east  Jefferson  County,  May  8 
(JB,  PB);  give  in  Hopkins  County  (two  locations).  May  5  (JH);  one  near  Pet,  May  7  (LMc); 
and  10-12  in  Ohio  County,  May  12  (KC,  HC). 

Lark  Sparrow  —  One  or  a  pair  at  two  pastures  (about  a  mile  apart)  in  western 
Mercer  County,  April  16  and  on  a  few  subsequent  dates  (FL.  WK). 

Henslow  Sparrow  —  Two  along  Cemetery  Road,  Ohio  County,  May  12  (HC.  KC). 

White-throated  Sparrow  —  Highest  count  was  40  at  Mad.  April  21  (JH);  one  still 
present  at  LCWMA,  May  28  (JE1). 

Bobolink  —  A  count  of  100+  in  northern  Gallatin  County.  May  6  was  noteworthy 
(LMc);  26  in  eastern  Jefferson  County,  May  8  (JB,  PB);  17  near  Dewey  Lake,  Warren 
County,  May  10  (WM);  and  found  at  six  or  eight  meadows  in  Boyle  County  (FL,  WK). 

Orchard/Northern  Orioles  —  Arrival  date  for  both  species  was  April  20  (AP, 
MP);  numbers  low  for  both. 

Purple  Finch  —  Fifteen  at  MCNP,  April  16  (JB.  PB);  five  to  six  still  at  BPS.  April 
30  (KC  et  al.). 

Pine  Siskin  —  Eight  at  Burnside.  Pulaski  County.  April  20  (Linda  McClendon  fide 
JE1);  three  at  BPS,  April  23  (KC);  15  at  feeder  on  Garland  Road.  Pulaski  County,  April 
25  (JE1 );  and  one  at  Mad,  May  3  (JH). 
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Evening  Grosbeak  —  Two  (male  and  female)  at  BPS,  April  22-23  (KC,  HC);  two 
at  Garland  Road,  Pulaski  County,  April  25  (JE1);  flock  of  12  to  18  at  Green  Valley 
Acres,  Rowan  County,  March  1-30  and  last  observed  (one  female)  there,  April  9  (FB). 


Contributors  —  Jane  Bell  (JB),  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  Happy 
Chambers  (HCh),  Herbert  Clay  (HC),  Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Wayne  Davis  (WD), 
Jackie  Elmore  (JE1),  R.G.  Emmott  (RE),  James  W.  Hancock  (JH)  William  Kemper 
(WK),  Frederick  W.  Loetscher  (FL),  Lee  McNeely  (LMc),  Wayne  Mason  (WM),  Mike 
Miller  (MMi),  Doxie  Noonan  (DN),  Kay  Parker  (KP),  Clell  Peterson  (CP),  A.L.  Powell 
(AP),  Millie  Powell  (MP),  Joyce  Porter  (JP),  Arthur  Ricketts  (AR),  Tina  Ricketts 
(TR),  Herbert  Shadowen  (HS),  Stephen  J.  Stedman  (SS). 

—  9101  Spokane  Way,  Louisville,  KY  40231  (Stamm). 


DENSITY  AND  HABITAT  USE  OF  HAWKS  WINTERING 
AT  THE  BLUEGRASS  REGION  OF  KENTUCKY 

Brad  A.  Andres 

Introduction  -  The  fields  and  pastures  of  Kentucky’s  Bluegrass  region  poten¬ 
tially  provide  substantial  habitat  for  hawks  that  winter  in  open  landscapes.  However, 
few  studies  have  focused  on  the  wintering  ecology  of  hawks  in  central  Kentucky.  Sferra 
( 1984a)  estimated  hawk  densities  along  roadsides  in  4  physiographic  regions  of  Madi¬ 
son  County  and  investigated  patterns  of  habitat  use  in  American  Kestrels  and  Red¬ 
tailed  Hawks  (Sferra  1984b).  Both  species  used  pasturelands  and  old  fields  to  a  greater 
extent  than  was  represented  in  the  landscape.  Because  Sferra  (1984b)  surveyed  across 
broad  habitat  gradients,  I  undertook  a  study  to  determine  the  specific  use  of  field  habi¬ 
tats  by  hawks  wintering  in  a  single  physiographic  region,  the  Bluegrass. 

Study  Area  and  Methods  —  To  measure  the  abundance  and  habitat  use  of  win¬ 
tering  hawks,  I  established  a  17.9  km  (11.1  mile)  roadside  survey  route  in  western 
Clark  County,  Kentucky.  The  starting  point  of  the  route  was  located  10.5  km  (6.5  miles) 
west  of  Winchester  adjacent  to  the  border  with  Fayette  County.  Agricultural  fields 
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and  pastures,  common  to  the  Bluegrass,  dominated  the  landscape  along  the  route.  After 
an  initial  reconnaissance,  I  delineated  7  habitat  types  that  were  indicative  of  habitats 
along  the  route:  1 )  residential  —  buildings  and  mown  yards,  2)  Long  stems  —  grazed, 
grass  stems  >  15  cm  (6  inches),  3)  short  stems  —  grazed,  grass  stems  <15  cm,  4) 
overgrown  —  perennials,  stems  >50  cm  (19.7  inches),  5)  bare  soil,  6)  cropped  — 
stubble  in  rows,  and  7)  woodlots.  To  determine  the  distribution  of  habitat  types  along 
the  survey  route,  I  quantified  the  habitat  on  each  side  of  the  survey  route  at  0.32  km 
(0.2  mile)  intervals  (n  =1 10  points). 

1  conducted  hawk  surveys  at  weekly  intervals  from  5  November  1985  to  21  March 
1986.  A  single,  constant  observer,  travelling  16-24  km/hour  (10-15mph),  counted  all 
hawks  observed  within  0.40  km  (0.25  miles)  of  either  side  of  the  road.  Surveys  be¬ 
gan  1.5  hours  prior  to  sunset  and  were  completed  by  sunset.  Surveys  were  only  con¬ 
ducted  when  visibility  was  good  and  wind  speed  was  <24  km/hour.  I  recorded  the 
species,  sex  (Kestrels,  Harriers),  age  ( Accipiters ,  Red-tails,  Harriers),  color  morph 
(Rough-legs),  and  behavior  (perched  or  (lying)  of  each  individual  encountered.  The 
perch  sites  of  perching  birds  were  recorded  as  woodlot  edge,  fencerow,  single  tree, 
telephone  wire  or  pole,  fence-post,  ground,  or  hay  bale.  The  immediate  habitat  where 
each  hawk  occurred  was  also  noted;  the  hunting  behavior  of  hawks  was  sometimes 
used  to  assign  habitat  types.  For  example,  the  habitat  assigned  to  a  hawk  perched  on 
a  woodlot  edge  but  scanning  the  adjacent  field  was  the  field  type. 

Composition  of  the  wintering  hawk  assemblage  was  determined  by  calculating 
the  percentage  of  total  observations  for  each  species  and  calculating  the  average  den¬ 
sity  (based  on  a  width  of  0.8  km)  across  the  season.  The  percentage  of  observations,  j 
for  each  species,  occumng  in  each  habitat  type  was  calculated  for  each  weekly  sur¬ 
vey.  Percentages  were  averaged  across  the  entire  season  to  determine  a  mean  relative 
use  of  the  habitat  type.  I  used  normal  variance  estimates  to  compare  the  use  of  habi¬ 
tats,  within  common  species,  to  their  availability  (one-sample  Z-test  with  Bonferroni 
adjustment  for  multiple  tests).  Analytical  treatment  was  restricted  to  the  most  abun¬ 
dant  species  and  habitats  that  had  >1%  of  the  observations.  Perch  site  selection  by 
common  species  was  examined  by  calculating  the  percentage  of  observations  in  each 
perch  site  category.  Lastly,  phenology  was  determined  by  plotting  the  average  num¬ 
ber  of  hawks,  by  2  week  periods,  across  the  period  of  study. 

Results  and  Discussion  —  From  5  November  1985  to  21  March  1986,  I  con¬ 
ducted  19  weekly  surveys  on  which  I  recorded  369  hawks  of  5  species  or  species 
groups;  3  species  (Red-tailed  Hawk,  American  Kestrel,  and  Rough-legged  Hawk)  con¬ 
stituted  97%  of  the  observations  (Table  1).  Mean  density  of  all  species  along  the  road¬ 
side  route  was  1.35  ±  0.09  (±  1  SE)  hawks/km2  (3.50  hawks/mile2).  The  age  ratio  of 
Red-tailed  Hawks  was  skewed  toward  adults  (2.5  adults:  1  sub-adult).  Male  and  fe¬ 
male  American  Kestrels  were  present  in  equal  proportions  (1.1  males:  1  female).  The 
majority  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  light  morphs  (2.8  light:  1  dark). 

Overall,  hawk  species  (combined)  used  available  habitats  in  proportion  to  their 
distribution  in  the  landscape  (Figure  1).  However,  individual  species  differed  in  their 
habitat  use  patterns.  Whereas  Red-tailed  Hawks  were  distributed  evenly  among  habi¬ 
tat  types,  American  Kestrels  and  Rough-legged  Hawks  used  grazed  fields  with  long 


1994 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


5  9 


Table  1.  Relative  abundance  and  mean  density  (+1  standard  error  [SE] 
of  the  mean)  of  hawks  wintering  in  Clark  County,  Kentucky,  1985-1986. 


Percent  of  all 

Density  (birds/mile2) 

Species 

observations 

X 

SE 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

46.1 

1.61 

0.10 

American  Kestrel 

33.6 

1.17 

0.1 1 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

17.3 

0.61 

0.1  1 

Accipiter  spp. 

1.6 

0.06 

0.02 

Northern  Harrier 

1.4 

0.05 

0.02 

All  species 

n  =  369 

3.50 

0.23 

Figure  1.  Percent  habitat  and  percent  observations  of  all  hawk  species  in  habi¬ 
tats  made  along  a  roadside  route  in  Clark  County,  Kentucky,  winter  1985-1996. 
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grass  stems  to  a  greater  proportion  than  their  availability  (Table  2).  American  Kestrels 
were  adverse  to  using  cropped  fields  and  Rough-legged  Hawks  to  using  overgrown 
fields.  Although  hawk  species  overlapped  in  their  use  of  field  habitats,  their  choice 
of  perches  varied  (Table  3).  Most  American  Kestrels  perched  on  telephone  wires  or 
poles  (73%),  whereas  Rough-legged  Hawks  favored  single  trees  (81%).  Red-tailed 
Hawks  perched  along  fencerows  and  in  single  trees  in  equal  proportions  (~  43%). 

Although  relatively  stable  numbers  of  hawks  were  present  in  the  study  area  from 
mid-December  to  late-February,  patterns  of  temporal  abundance  varied  among  spe¬ 
cies  (Figure  2).  American  Kestrels  were  present  in  relatively  constant  numbers  through¬ 
out  the  period.  One-half  of  the  resident  Red-tailed  Hawks  departed  by  early-March. 
However,  a  pulse  of  migrants  appeared  in  late-March  (Figure  2).  Rough-legged  Hawks 
were  not  present  until  mid-November  and  departed  by  mid-February;  no  Rough-legs 
were  found  on  21  March  (Figure  2).  Seasonal  changes  in  hawk  abundance  follow  pat¬ 
terns  reported  in  Monroe  et  al.  (1988)  and  Sferra  (1984a). 

Roadside  hawk  densities  for  all  species  in  this  study  exceed  those  found  by  Sferra 
(1984a)  in  Madison  County,  Kentucky.  Densities  were  also  higher  than  those  on  Blue- 
grass  Christmas  Bird  Counts  in  1984  (means/mile2,  red-tail  =  0.2,  rough-leg  =  0.01, 
kestrel  =  0.2).  Because  Sferra  (1984a),  and  Christmas  Bird  Counts,  surveyed  across 
physiographic  boundaries  and  included  a  broad  array  of  habitat  types,  densities  from 
this  study  should  be  interpreted  as  densities  attainable  in  prime  habitat  for  open-country 
hawks  in  the  Bluegrass  region  of  Kentucky.  But  why  these  high  densities  in  Clark 
County?  Qualitatively,  I  suspect  that  the  habitat  along  the  survey  route  differed  from 
that  in  surrounding  areas.  Although  Sferra  (1984b)  found  similar  high  use  of  grazed 
pasturelands,  mown  hayfields,  and  old  fields  by  American  Kestrels  and  Red-tailed 
Hawks,  densities  were  much  lower  than  those  in  Clark  County.  Pastures,  most  likely, 
differed  in  their  structural  composition.  The  abundance  of  pastures  comprised  of  grass 
stems  that  were  >  15  cm  probably  attracted  wintering  hawks  into  western  Clark  County. 
Bart  (1977)  found  that  high  grass  cover  was  positively  correlated  with  meadow  vole 
(Microtus  Pennsylvania us)  density.  Moderately  grazed  fields  could  provide  good  habitat 
for  voles  that,  in  turn,  provide  good  wintering  habitat  for  hawks.  Variability  among 
hawk  species  in  their  selection  of  perch  sites  might  minimize  negative  interactions 
and  allow  species  to  partition  available  resources.  Partitioning  of  shared  hunting  habitat 
by  differential  perch  site  selection  has  been  reported  in  several  other  studies.  Hawks 
and  eagles  wintering  on  the  short-grass  prairie  of  Colorado  selected  different  perch 
sites  (Manon  and  Ryder  1975)  as  did  red-tails  and  rough-legs  in  Illinois  (Schnell  1968). 
Unlike  other  species,  American  Kestrels  favored  utility  wire  perches  in  Utah  (Fischer 
et  al.  1984).  Ample  perch  sites  of  various  types  and  high  quality  habitat  appears  to 
have  lead  to  a  high  density  of  hawks  wintering  in  the  Bluegrass  region  of  Clark  County. 
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Figure  2.  Abundance  of  Red-tailed  and  Rough-legged  Hawks  (A)  and  American 
Kestrels  and  all  species  combined  (B)  by  2-week  periods  in  Clark  County,  Kentucky, 
1985-1986. 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Mike  Stinson  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird  sightings  from 
around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 

K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund. 
Persons  that  need  money  (i.e.,  up  to  S500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting  research  on 
birds  in  Kentucky  should  contact  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  Avian  Research 
Grant  Fund  Committee,  do  Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky 
University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky  42101,  for  a  set  of  guidelines  and  an  application 
form. 

The  Fall  K.O.S.  Meeting 

The  fall  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  Meeting  will  be  held  October  7,  8  and  9  at 
Pennyrile  State  Park.  Please  mark  your  calendars  and  make  your  room  reservations  early. 
If  you  plan  to  make  a  presentation  at  the  Friday  evening  session,  contact  Wayne  Mason, 
Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky  42101 . 

Nominations  for  Society  Officers 

The  nominating  committee  recommends  the  following  slate  of  officers  to  be 
voted  on  at  the  fall  K.O.S.  meeting.  Herbert  Clay,  Jr.,  President;  Wayne  Mason,  Vice 
President;  Kay  Parker,  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer,  Herbert  E.  Shadowen, 
Recording  Secretary;  Kathy  Caminiti  and  Joyce  Parker,  Councillors. 
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THE  NESTING  SEASON,  SUMMER,  1994 

Anne  L.  Stamm 

The  weather  in  June  and  July  was  unusually  warm.  The  state’s  “hot  spot”  on  June  13  was 
Louisville  with  a  high  of  91  degrees.  In  fact,  from  June  12  through  June  23  the  temperature  in 
Louisville  ranged  from  90  to  98  degrees,  and  for  the  month  averaged  out  4.3  degrees  above  nor¬ 
mal.  Rainfall  for  the  month  was  below  normal.  Two  rather  severe  electrical  and  wind  storms 
occurred  in  north  central  Kentucky  on  July  6  and  8  uprooting  trees.  This  probably  resulted  in 
some  loss  of  tree-nesting  species. 

Field  work  was  slightly  more  extensive  than  in  some  previous  nesting  seasons.  A  distribu¬ 
tional  study  was  again  carried  out  in  Hopkins  County  by  James  W.  Hancock.  Also,  a  number  of 
breeding  censuses  were  taken  across  the  state.  These  studies  help  to  give  us  more  adequate  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  current  status  and  relative  abundance  of  breeding  birds  of  the  state.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  considerable  attention  was  given  to  various  groups  of  birds,  particularly  in  eastern 
Kentucky  (vireos  and  warblers,  for  example).  A  notable  feature  was  the  finding  of  singing 
Solitary  Vireos  at  lower  elevations  during  the  breeding  seasons  than  previously  reported.  Also, 
Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  found  at  lower  elevations  in  southwestern  Whitley  and  southern 
McCreary  counties.  One  bird  in  the  former  county  was  observed  searching  for  nesting  material 
(S.  Stedman).  This  observation  would  add  another  county  in  which  the  species  breeds. 

There  were  no  reports  on  the  heron  colonies.  Habitat  was  good  in  the  McElroy  lake  area  in 
late  July  for  returning  shorebirds.  Details  are  given  in  the  notes  below. 


Abbreviations:  BPS  =  Big  Pond  Sanctuary,  Grayson  County;  BCCNP  =  Boone  County 
Cliffs  Nature  Preserve,  Boone  County;  Bur  =  Burlington,  Boone  County;  BBS  =  Breeding  Bird 
Survey;  Car  =  Carrolton,  Carroll  County;  CRL  =  Cave  Run  Lake,  Rowan  County;  DinW  = 
Dinsmore  Woods,  Boone  County;  GPP  =  Ghent  Power  Plant,  Boone  County;  FI  -  Florence, 
Boone  County;  Hick  =  Hickman,  Fulton  County;  HWMA  =  Homestead  Wildlife  Management 
Area,  Ohio  County;  Hopk  =  Hopkins  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County;  Lou  = 
Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Mad  =  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  McEL  =  McElroy  Lake, 
Warren  County;  MCP  =  Middle  Creek  Park,  Boone  County;  Pet  =  Petersburg,  Boone  County.  The 
“transient  lakes”  are  Chaney  and  McElroy  lakes,  south  of  Bowling  Green  in  Warren  County. 


Great  Blue  Heron  —  One  at  Elk  Creek,  Hopkins  County,  July  1 1  (JH);  26  (many  imma- 
tures)  in  McEL  area,  July  23  (SK,  MS);  four  at  Island  Lake,  HWMA,  July  3 1  (KC,  HC);  one  each 
night  at  BPS  during  July  (KC). 

Green-backed  Heron  —  One  in  Nelson  County  on  BBS,  June  12  (KC,  HC);  two  at  BPS, 
all  season  (KC,  HC);  two  at  HWMA  (Marsh  Road).  July  3 1  (KC,  HC);  none  on  four  BBS  in  Bell, 
Harlan,  Knott,  Pike  and  Wayne  Counties,  during  June. 

Great  Egret  —  Three  present  in  shallow  ponds,  south  of  Bowling  Green  (SK,  MS);  small 
groups  south  of  Hick  between  the  levee  and  Fish  Pond,  July  23  (CP,  S.  Sanders). 

Canada  Goose  —  Adult  bird  on  nest  containing  six  eggs  in  Ten  Broeck  subdivision,  north¬ 
east  Jefferson  County,  April  4  (AS);  adult  birds  with  young  at  GPP,  May  6  and  at  two  locations 
m  Bur  during  May  (LMe). 

Wood  Duck  —  Female  with  five  ducklings  in  slough  near  Shanty  Hollow  Lake,  north 
Warren  Co..  May  19  (WM);  adults  with  broods  at  Warsaw  Sewage  Ponds,  Gallatin  County,  and 
at  East  Bend  Power  Plant,  Boone  County,  May  7  (LMc);  young  present  near  Pet  during  June 
(LMc);  three  in  Nelson  County  on  BBS,  June  12  (KC,  HC)  and  five  to  six,  all  season  at  BPS  (KC, 
HC). 

Mallard  —  Female  with  14  young  at  Brown  Park,  Louisville,  April  19  (JB,  PB);  two  at 
LPew,  June  6  (JH). 
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Osprey  —  One  at  HWMA,  July  31  (KC,  HC). 

Black  Vulture  —  Twenty  three  between  the  levee  and  Fish  Pond,  about  four  miles  south 
of  Hick,  July  23,  also  seven  at  some  distance  (CP,  S.  Sanders). 

Northern  Harrier  —  Two  birds  at  HWMA,  June  4  (HC.  KC). 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  —  A  pair  nesting  in  north  Warren  County.  May  19  (WMi. 

Red-tailed  Hawk  —  Active  nests  were  noted  during  April  along  Gunpowder  Creek  and 
Wolper  Creek,  both  in  Boone  County  (LMc);  nest  with  two  young  at  Somerset  Country  Club 
grounds,  Pulaski  County,  during  July  (Somerset  Bird  Club  fide  JE1). 

Wild  Turkey  —  Nest  with  eight  eggs  found  in  old  cemetery,  near  Union,  Boone  County,  1 
May  30  (Tom  Stephen  fide  LMc). 

Semi-palmated  Plover  —  One  in  shallow  water  in  the  area  of  McEL.  July  23  (SK.  MS). 

Killdeer  —  Nest  with  four  eggs  at  Bur,  May  15  (LMc);  hundreds  noted  in  the  McE  area,  i 
July  23  (SK,  MS);  several  in  Boyle  County,  July  28  (FL). 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  —  "Hundreds”  noted  at  McEL,  July  23  (SK.  MS);  also,  observed  in 
Boyle  Co.,  no  number  given  (FL,  WK). 

Solitary  Sandpiper  —  Hundreds  present  in  the  McEL  area,  July  23  (SK,  MS);  also 
observed  in  Boyle  County.  July  28  (FL). 

Spotted  Sandpiper/Sanderling  —  One  of  each  species  at  McEL.  July  23  (SK,  MS). 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  —  "Dozens  (possible  hundreds  -  hard  to  count”)  in  area  of 
McEL,  July  23  (SK,  MS). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  —  Also  "hundreds"  in  same  area  as  above.  July  23  (SK,  MS). 

Curlew  Sandpiper  —  This  rarity  showed  up  at  McElroy  Lake.  Warren  County,  July  9.  and 
furnished  the  first  record  for  Kentucky.  The  Beckham  Bird  Club  put  out  a  bird  alert  on  July  10 
and  many  drove  to  Bowling  Green  to  see  this  shorebird  (JE1,  m.ob.).  The  bird  could  not  be  found 
on  July  12. 

Short-billed  Dowitcher  —  Ten  at  McEL,  July  23  (SK,  MS). 

Wilson’s  Phalarope  —  One  at  the  transient  lakes,  south  of  Bowling  Green,  Warren 
County,  July  12  (KC,  HC). 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  —  One  at  BPS,  June  12  (KC,  HC);  one  singing  in  Knott  County, 
June  18  on  the  Pippa  Passes  BBS  (SS). 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  —  Eighteen  recorded  on  seven  of  the  10  June  bird  counts  in  dif¬ 
ferent  areas  of  Hopkins  County  (JH);  three  birds,  all  season  at  BPS  (KC,  HC);  eight  in  Wayne 
County.  June  3  on  the  Sunnybrook  BBS  (SS). 

Common  Barn-Owl  —  Nest  with  young  found  in  residential  area  in  Car  on  July  17  (Cathy 
and  Joe  Caminiti,  LMc). 

Eastern  Screech-Owl  —  Four  eggs  in  nest  box  at  Middle  Creek.  Boone  County,  May  6, 
at  least  three  fledged,  the  last  young  left  the  nest  on  June  1 1  (Joe  and  Cathy  Caminiti  fide  LMc). 

Common  Nighthawk  —  No  nests  were  reported,  but  one  to  five  birds  were  noted  at  five 
locations:  BPS.  Lou  (two  locations),  Leitchfield,  Grayson  County,  and  Florence,  Boone  County. 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  —  Ten  birds  at  BPS.  during  June,  but  15  there  in  July  (KC, 
HC);  at  least  10  at  Elmore’s  feeders  at  Science  Hill.  Pulaski  County  ( J El ) ;  also  five  to  10  birds  at 
other  Science  Hill  feeders  (JEI). 

Red-headed  Woodpeckers  —  Ten  adults  at  the  Army  Depot  at  Richmond,  Madison 
County,  May  9  and  six  at  University  of  Kentucky  Farms.  Fayette  Co.,  May  10  (WD);  several 
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birds  noted  in  the  Hurstboume  Golf  Course.  Oxmoor  Woods  area,  Jefferson  County,  and  in  the 
Industrial  Park  area  during  the  period  (FK);  two  pairs  were  nesting  in  northern  Warren  County, 
May  19  (WM);  and  one  reported  on  the  Wayne  County.  BBS,  June  3  (SS). 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee  —  Twenty-four  birds  on  eight  June  counts  in  different  locations  in 
Hopkins  County. (JH). 

Willow  Flycatcher  —  One  at  Clear  Creek  Scatters,  June  16,  five  at  Coiltown,  HWY  502 
and  two  along  Elk  Creek  Road,  June  23,  all  in  Hopkins  County  (JH);  one  or  two  at  the  Ano  strip 
mines,  eastern  Pulaski  County,  June  4  (JE1). 

Eastern  Phoebe  —  Adult  bird  feeding  young  in  a  nest  built  under  a  boat  dock  at  Rough 
River  State  Park,  May  20  (KC,  HC). 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher  —  Three  birds,  all  season,  BPS  (KC). 

Eastern  Kingbird  —  Twenty-one  on  utility  lines  at  HWMA,  July  31  were  apparently 
migrating  rather  early  (KC);  five  in  Wayne  County,  on  June  3  BBS  (SS). 

Tree  Swallow  —  Birds  nested  at  Camp  Ernst  Lake  in  Burlington,  Boone  County  for  the 
second  consecutive  year  (LMc).  Nesting  boxes  were  erected  near  ponds  at  two  locations  in  Hart 
County.  Eight  to  10  pairs  accepted  the  box  at  the  one  location  and  five  pairs  at  the  other  site  (fule 
SK).  Four  birds  were  using  Bluebird  boxes  at  the  Ano  strip  mines,  eastern  Pulaski  County,  June 
4  (JEI);  eggs  and  young  were  found  in  two  nest  boxes  at  Pulaski  County  Park,  June  8  (JE1). 

Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  —  Sixteen  at  Rough  River  Lake,  Grayson  County,  all 
season  (KC);  12  found  in  June,  along  the  cuts  in  the  rock  banks,  while  traveling  from  Leitchfield, 
Grayson  County  to  Louisville  (KC,  HC). 

Bank  Swallow  —  Good  numbers  again  present  at  Belleview  gravel  pits  (LMc);  female 
about  two  miles  north  of  Monticello,  Wayne  County,  June  2  (SS). 

Cliff  Swallow  —  Fifty  to  60  birds  gathering  mud,  etc.,  for  nest  building  under  two  bridges 
over  Rough  River  Lake,  Grayson  and  Breckinridge  counties.  May  20  (KC  HC);  birds  nesting 
under  bridge  along  HWY  88  over  Nolin  Lake,  July  24  (SK). 

Common  Raven  —  One  along  Little  Shepherd  Trail,  Harlan  County,  June  12  (JED. 

Carolina  Wren  —  Thirty-two  birds  on  10  June  counts  in  various  locations  in  Hopk 
County,  (JH);  1 1  birds  in  Hardin  and  Nelson  counties.  June  12  BBS  (KC.  HC). 

Bewick's  Wren  —  One  heard  on  the  Porter  BBS  in  Owen  County,  June  1  (LMc). 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  —  Adult  on  nest  at  DinW,  June  18  (LMc);  no  records  on  the  10 
June  counts  in  various  areas  of  Hopk  County  (JH). 

Wood  Thrush  —  Two  young  in  nest  at  MCP,  June  4,  and  an  adult  feeding  a  young  cow- 
bird  there  on  the  same  date  (LMc);  nine  in  Wayne  County  on  June  3  BBS  (SS);  15  in  MCP,  June 
4  (LMc);  nine  in  Hardin  and  Nelson  Counties,  June  12  BBS  (KC,  HC);  19  in  Hopk  County  on 
eight  June  counts  (JH). 

Gray  Catbird  —  Three  young  in  nest  at  DinW,  May  31  (LMc);  only  four  birds  on  three  of 
the  ten  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH);  one  at  Mad  and  also  on  four  different  streets,  June  1 
(JH);  only  two  birds  on  the  June  12  BBS  in  Hardin  and  Nelson  counties,  (KC,  HC);  and  two  at 
BPS  all  season  (KC). 

N.  Mockingbird  —  Forty-seven  birds  on  10  June  bird  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH). 

Brown  Thrasher  —  Only  eight  birds  on  the  BBS  in  Hardin  and  Nelson  counties,  June  1 2 
(KC,  HC);  three  on  the  Wayne  County  BBS,  June  3  (SS);  five  birds  at  BPS.  all  season  (KC). 

Cedar  Waxwing  —  Fifty  to  60  at  BPS  during  June  (KC,  HC);  and  19  on  BBS  in  Wayne 
County,  June  3  (SS). 
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Loggerhead  Shrike  —  None  found  on  the  10  June  bird  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH). 

White-eyed  Vireo  —  Twenty  two  birds  on  seven  June  counts  in  Hopk  County,  and  appears 
to  be  declining  in  the  Dawson  Springs  area  in  southwestern  Hopkins  County  (JH).  Seven  birds  on 
the  Sunnybrook  BBS  in  Wayne  County,  June  3  (SS). 

Bell’s  Vireo  —  Two  birds,  HWMA,  Ohio  County,  June  4  ( KC,  HC,  with  Jim  Williams  and 
Lexington  group). 

Solitary  Vireo  —  One  in  extreme  southwest  Whitley  County,  June  4  and  one  singing  there 
on  June  15  (SS);  three  signing  in  Knott  County,  on  Pippa  Passes  BBS,  June  18  (SS). 

Warbling  Vireo  —  Nest  with  young  in  red  oak  tree  at  Dewey  Lake.  Warren  County  (WM); 
three  birds  in  Hardin  County,  June  12  on  the  BBS  (KC.  HC). 

Red-eyed  Vireo  —  Thirteen  at  MCP.  June  4  (LMc);  1 2  on  five  June  counts  in  Hopk  County 
(JH);  15  on  Sunnybrook  BBS  in  Wayne  County,  June  3  (SS). 

N.  Parula  Warbler  —  Birds  present  during  June  at  BCCNP  and  at  MCP  (LMc);  only  four 
on  four  of  the  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH). 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  —  Two  singing  in  extreme  southwestern  Whitley  County  June  3. 
three  there  on  June  15  (SS);  one  singing  in  extreme  southern  McCreary  County,  at  an  elevation  of 
1500  feet.  June  22  (SS);  heard  along  Little  Shepherd  Trail.  Harlan  County.  June  12  (JE1). 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler  —  Three  on  the  Pippa  Passes  BBS  in  Knott  County.  June 
18  (SS);  one  on  the  Phelps  BBS  in  Pike  County.  June  19  (SS). 

Pine  Warbler  —  James  Hancock  heard  this  species  at  his  home  (Mad)  on  25  days  in  June 
and  last  heard  on  July  9;  two  on  HWY  1 337  between  Earlington  and  Richland,  Hopk  County,  June 
8  (JH);  two  on  the  Paintsville  BBS  in  Johnson  County.  June  18  (BS). 

Prairie  Warbler  —  Five  in  Wayne  County.  June  3  (SS);  five  in  Hopk  County,  June  9-19 
(JH);  four  in  Hardin  and  Nelson  counties,  June  12  (KC,  HC);  seven  in  Johnson  County.  June  18 
(BS). 

Cerulean  Warbler  —  Four  at  MCP.  June  4  (LMc);  smaller  numbers  at  DinW  and  BCCNP. 
during  June  (LMc);  three  in  Knott  County,  and  four  in  Pike  County  June  18  and  19.  respectively 
(SS). 

Prothonotary  Warbler  —  Eleven  on  five  June  counts  in  Hopk  County,  however,  lack  of 
habitat  may  have  been  a  factor  (JH). 

Worm-eating  Warbler  —  Nesting  pairs  at  Natural  Bridge  State  Park,  Powell  County,  May 
28  (JB,  PB);  two  in  Pike  County,  June  19  (SS);  five  in  Knott  County,  June  18  (SS);  small  num¬ 
bers  at  BCCNP  during  June  (LMc). 

Swainson’s  Warbler  —  One  heard  along  Chad's  Branch,  Harlan  County.  June  12  (JE1); 
one  on  the  Paintsville  BBS  in  Johnson  County,  June  18  (BS);  one  heard  along  Lick  Branch,  Cane 
Creek  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Laurel  County,  June  18  (JE1). 

Ovenbird  —  Two  to  four  singing  at  MCP  and  BCCNP  during  the  breeding  season  (LMc); 
58  on  the  Pippa  Passes  BBS  in  Knott  County,  June  1 8  (SS);  38  in  Pike  County  on  the  Phelps  BBS, 
June  19  (SS);  five  in  Johnson  County,  June  18  (BS);  and  four  in  Wayne  County,  June  3  (SS). 

Kentucky  Warbler  —  Nineteen  on  six  different  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH);  two  to 
four  singing  at  MCP  and  BCCNP.  during  the  breeding  season  (LMc);  nine  on  the  Pippa  Passes 
BBS  in  Knott  County,  June  1 8  (SS);  four  on  the  Paintsville  BBS  in  Johnson  County.  June  1 8  (BS); 
10  on  the  Phelps  BBS  in  Pike  County,  June  19  (SS);  and  one  in  Wayne  County,  June  3  (SS). 

Common  Yellowthroat  —  One  hundred  three  on  the  10  June  counts  in  Hopk  County,  (JH); 
13  on  the  Hardin  and  Nelson  counties,  BBS,  June  12  (KC,  HC);  21  on  the  Sunnybrook  BBS  in 
Wayne  County,  June  3  (SS);  19  on  the  Pippa  Passes  BBS  in  Knott  County,  June  18  (SS);  82  on 
the  Paintsville  BBS  in  Johnson  County  June  18  (BS). 
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Hooded  Warbler  —  Two  to  four  singing  at  MCP  and  at  BCCNP  during  the  breeding  sea¬ 
son  (LMc);  one  on  June  3  in  Wayne  County  (SS);  14  in  Knott  County,  June  18  (SS);  14  in  Pike 
County.  June  1 9  (SS )  and  three  in  Johnson  County,  June  18  (BS). 

Yellow-breasted  Chat  —  Apparently  doing  well  in  Hopkins  County  with  51  tabulated  on 
the  10  June  counts  ( J H );  only  eight  on  the  Sunnybrook  BBS,  Wayne  County  (SS). 

Summer  Tanager  —  Eleven  on  five  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH);  five  including  three 
young  at  BPS  during  June  (KC);  seven  in  Wayne  County,  June  3  (SS). 

Scarlet  Tanager  —  Five  birds  on  three  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH);  five  to  six 
singing  males  at  both  MCP  and  BCCNP  (no  date  -  LMc);  16  in  Knott  County,  June  18  (SS);  two 
in  Johnson  County,  June  18  (SS);  two  in  Hardin  and  Nelson  counties,  June  12  (KC,  HC);  II  in 
Pike  County  June  19  (SS). 

N.  Cardinal  —  Ninety-five  on  the  10  June  counts  in  Hopk  Co.  (JH);  26  on  the  Wayne 
County  BBS,  June  3  (SS);  1 19  in  Johnson  Co.,  June  18  (BS);  26  in  Knott  Co.,  June  16  (SS)  and 
19  in  Pike  Co  .  June  19  (SS). 

Blue  Grosbeak  —  Ten  on  six  of  the  10  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH);  one  in  Scott 
County,  near  Porter  and  one  in  Owen  County,  June  1  (LMc);  a  pair  in  Owen  County,  near  Lusby’s 
Mill,  and  one  male  at  Pet  gravel  pit,  July  4  (LMc);  two  at  HWMA,  July  31  (KC,  HC);  one  in 
Nelson  County,  June  12  (KC,  HC);  10  in  Johnson  County.  June  18  (BS);  four  in  Wayne  County, 
June  3  (SS).  Also,  fair  numbers  in  the  Danville,  Boyle  County  area  (FL). 

Indigo  Bunting  —  One  hundred  fifty-eight  on  the  10  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH);  50 
on  the  BBS  in  Hardin  and  Nelson  counties,  June  12  (KC,  HC);  56  on  the  Pippa  Passes  BBS  in 
Knott  County,  June  I  8  (SS);  1 62  on  the  Paintsville  BBS  in  Johnson  County  June  18  (BS);  39  on 
the  Phelps  BBS  in  Pike  County,  June  19  (SS);  44  in  Wayne  County.  June  3  (SS);  and  two  at  BPS 
present  all  season  (KC). 

Dickcissel  —  Forty-one  on  six  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH);  10  at  HWMA,  June  4 
(KC,  HC);  "best  year  in  Danville  area  for  some  time  during  June  and  July”  (FL).  Also,  present  at 
the  Ano  strip  mines  in  eastern  Pulaski  County,  June  4  (JE1);  four  signing  in  southern  Edmonson 
County,  June  20  (SK). 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  —  Fifty-three  on  the  10  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH);  14  in 
Wayne  County,  June  3  (SS);  46  in  Johnson  County,  June  18  (BS);  10  in  Knott  County,  June  18 
(SS);  and  three  in  Pike  County.  June  19  (SS). 

Chipping  Sparrow  —  Twelve  on  five  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH);  59  in  Johnson 
County.  June  18  (BS);  18  in  Pike  County,  June  19  (SS);  11  in  Knott  County,  June  18  (SS);  and 
19  in  Wayne  County,  June  3  (SS). 

Field  Sparrow  —  Forty-seven  on  nine  June  counts  in  Hopk  County,  (JH);  1 1  in  Wayne 
County,  June  3  (SS);  22  in  Johnson  County,  June  18  on  a  BBS  (BS);  two  in  Knott  County,  June 
18  (SS). 

Lark  Sparrow  —  The  birds  were  still  in  the  same  field  in  June  and  July  as  when  first  dis¬ 
covered  in  April  and  May  (FL,  WK.). 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  —  Twenty-five  at  HWMA  on  June  4  (HC,  KC);  three  singing,  two 
miles  east  of  Monticello,  Wayne  County,  June  4  (SS);  one  in  Wayne  County,  June  3  on  the 
Sunnybrook  BBS  (SS). 

Song  Sparrow  —  Eighteen  on  four  June  counts  in  Hopk  County,  (JH);  25  in  Wayne 
County,  June  3  (SS);  123  in  Johnson  County,  June  18  on  the  Paintsville  BBS  (BS);  45  and  46  in 
Knott  and  Pike  counties,  June  18  and  19,  respectively  (SS). 

Bobolink  —  At  least  seven  fields  in  Boyle  County  had  one  or  more  pairs  well  into  July  (FL, 

WK). 

Red-winged  Blackbird  —  One  hundred  forty  on  10  June  counts  in  Hopk.  County  (JH);  30 
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in  Wayne  County,  June  3  on  a  BBS  (SS);  nine  in  Johnson  County,  June  18  (BS);  two  in  Knott 
County,  June  18  (SS);  one  in  Pike  County.  June  19  (SS). 

Eastern  Meadowlark  —  Fifty-two  on  nine  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH);  34  on  the 
Sunnybrook  BBS  in  Wayne  County.  June  3  (SS);  and  three  in  Johnson  County,  June  18  on  the 
Paintsville  BBS  ( BS). 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  —  Twenty-seven  on  nine  of  the  10  June  counts  in  Hopk  County 

(JH). 

Orchard  Oriole  —  Nine  birds  on  four  June  counts  in  Hopk  County  (JH).  1 1  found  on  BBS 
in  Wayne  County,  June  3  (SS);  10  on  BBS  in  Johnson  County.  June  18  (BS);  one  in  Knott  County, 
June  18  (SS)  and  four  in  Pike  County,  June  19  (SS). 

N.  Oriole  —  Three  at  BPS  in  June  (KC);  two  at  LPew,  June  6  (JH);  and  an  immature  at 
BPS,  June  24  (KC). 

House  Finch  —  Nest  in  tree  on  Manslick  Road,  Lou  during  the  season  (VJ). 

American  Goldfinch  —  Nest  with  five  eggs  at  Bur.  July  28  (LMc);  20  on  nine  June  counts 
in  Hopk  County  (JH);  12  in  Wayne  County,  June  3  on  Sunnybrook  BBS  (SS);  14  in  Johnson 
County,  June  1 8  on  Paintsville  BBS  (BS);  14  in  Knott  County,  June  18  on  Pippa  Passes  BBS  (SS); 
and  25  in  Pike  County.  June  19  on  the  Phelps  BBS  (SS). 


Contributors  —  Jane  Bell  (JB).  Pat  Bell  (PB).  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  Herbert  Clay  (HC), 
Kathryn  Clay  (KC).  Wayne  Davis  (WD).  Jackie  Elmore  (JE1),  Frank  Krull,  Jr.  (FK),  James  W. 
Hancock  (JH),  Violet  Jackson  (VJ),  William  Kemper  (WK),  Steve  Kistler  (SK),  Frederick 
Loetscher  (FL),  Lee  McNeely  (LMc),  Wayne  Mason  (WM),  Clell  Peterson  (CP).  Anne  Stamm 
(AS),  Barbara  Stedman  (BS),  Steve  Stedman  (SS).  Mitchell  Sturgeon  (MS). 


KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 
BYLAWS 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  was  established  in  April,  1923.  The  first  meeting  of 
the  new  organization  took  place  the  following  April  in  Louisville,  and  the  first  issue  of  The 
Kentucky  Warbler,  a  four-page  leaflet,  was  published  in  January,  1925.  The  first  bylaws  (then 
called  “constitution)  were  largely  the  work  of  Brasher  C.  Bacon  in  1 923  and  governed  the  Society 
until  1940,  when  revised  bylaws  were  adopted.  They  remained  in  effect,  with  amendments,  until 
the  bylaws  recently  adopted  by  the  membership  (1991)  together  with  several  amendments  were 
also  approved  by  the  membership.  These  were  incorporated  into  the  main  text  which  had  not  yet 
gone  to  the  printer. 

In  1951.  the  Society  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 
The  Articles  of  Incorporation  and  the  current  bylaws  constitute  the  legal  basis  for  all  activities  of 
the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society. 

The  preceding  information  was  extracted  from  a  brief  history  of  the  Society  by  Dr.  Gordon 
Wilson  published  in  The  Kentucky  Warbler,  XXXIX  (November,  1963).  The  Articles  of 
Incorporation  and  the  bylaws  of  1940  were  published  in  the  same  issue. 

The  Bylaws  of  1991  and  amendments  to  it  made  prior  to  this  printing  follow  below.  The 
Bylaws  Committee  was  composed  of  Blaine  R.  Ferrell,  Burt  L.  Monroe.  Jr.,  Clell  T.  Peterson 
(Chairman)  Herbert  E.  Shadowen,  and  Anne  L.  Stamm. 
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ARTICLE  I  —  MEMBERSHIP 

Section  A.  Membership  in  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society,  Inc.  (hereafter,  the  Society, 
which  includes  Corporation,  as  used  occasionally  in  earlier  versions  of  the  Bylaws)  shall  be  open 
to  all  persons  interested  in  any  phase  of  bird  life  and  shall  consist  of  Active,  Contributing,  Life, 
Student,  Honorary,  and  Corporate  Members. 

Section  B.  Active  Membership  shall  consist  of  those  persons  who  pay  the  active  member 
ship  fee,  and  who  desire  to  cooperate  in  the  work  of  the  Society  and  wish  to  receive  its  publica¬ 
tions.  They  are  entitled  to  participate  in  all  the  activities  of  the  Society  and  to  vote  and  hold  office. 

Section  C.  Contributing  Membership  shall  consist  of  those  persons  who  pay  the  con¬ 
tributing  membership  fee.  They  shall  be  accorded  all  the  privileges  and  duties  of  Active 
Members. 

Section  D.  Life  Membership  shall  consist  of  those  persons  who  pay  the  life  membership 
fee.  They  shall  be  accorded  all  the  privileges  and  duties  of  Active  Members. 

Section  E.  Student  Membership  shall  include  bona  fide  full-time  students.  This  member 
ship  may  continue  as  long  as  the  individual  satisfies  the  stated  conditions.  Such  members  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  all  the  privileges  of  Active  Members. 

Section  F.  Honorary  Membership  shall  consist  of  those  persons  who  because  of  special 
merit  have  been  elected  to  such  status  by  the  Board  of  Directors  (hereafter  the  board)  after  rec¬ 
ommendation  by  five  members.  They  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  Active  Members. 

Section  G.  Family  Membership  shall  consist  of  the  head  or  heads  of  a  family  and  their 
children  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  live  at  the  same  address,  and  who  pay  one  Active, 
Contributing,  or  Life  Membership  fee  plus  an  additional  annual  fee  (see  Art.  II,  Sec.  A).  All  mem¬ 
bers  within  a  Family  Membership  are  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  active  members  except:  they 
will  receive  only  one  copy  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler  and  only  one  copy  of  notices  of  meetings  or 
other  information  about  the  activities  of  the  Society;  they  will  be  allowed  only  one  vote  at  Society 
business  meetings;  and  only  one  of  the  heads  of  a  Family  Membership  may  hold  office  at  any  one 
time. 


Section  H.  Corporate  Membership  may  be  conferred  by  the  Board  upon  any  business 
organization  that  shows  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Society  by  contributing  to  it,  in  money  or  other 
considerations,  to  assist  it  in  carrying  out  its  various  activities.  All  contributions  made  under  the 
provisions  of  this  category  of  membership  shall  be  appropriately  recognized  and  membership  will 
continue  for  the  duration  of  such  interest.  It  requires  no  regular  dues  and  gives  no  right  to  vote  or 
hold  office.  Corporate  Members  are  entitled  to  The  Kentucky  Warbler  if  requested. 

Section  I.  The  anniversary  date  of  every  membership  shall  be  January  I .  New  memberships 
will  begin  with  January  of  the  calendar  year  in  which  application  and  payment  is  dated,  except 
that  a  new  member  whose  application  and  payment  is  dated  during  or  subsequent  to  the  annual 
fall  meeting  of  that  year  will  become  a  member  the  following  January  1,  but  will  receive  a  cour¬ 
tesy  copy  of  the  last  issue  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler,  for  the  year  in  which  payment  is  made. 


ARTICLE— III  DUES  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Section  A.  The  annual  dues  for  the  various  classes  of  members  may  be  established  or 
changed  by  the  Board  with  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  at  the  business 
meeting  announced  as  the  occasion  for  a  vote  on  the  proposed  action,  provided  that  a  quorum  is 
present  (see  Art.  V,  Sec.  C).  The  dues  for  life  membership  may  be  paid  in  two  or  three  equal,  con¬ 
secutive  monthly  installments.  The  dues  for  family  membership  shall  be  a  sum  of  not  less  than 
$1.00  annually  in  addition  to  the  regular  dues  for  one  Active,  Contributing,  or  Life  Membership. 
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Section  B.  Dues  from  Life  Members  shall  be  placed  in  the  Endowment  Fund  (see  Art.  VII 
Sec.  A). 

Section  C.  Dues  are  payable  for  the  fiscal  year  which  shall  run  from  January  1  through 
December  31  (see  Art.  I.  Sec  I).  Members  who  have  not  paid  their  dues  by  March  I  shall  be 
deemed  not  in  good  standing  and  will  be  reminded  by  mail.  If  dues  are  not  paid  within  fifteen 
days  after  that  notice,  membership  will  lapse  (see  Art.  IV,  Sec.  G.).  Members  are  responsible  for 
giving  the  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer  prompt  notice  of  any  change  of  address. 

Section  D.  Any  organization  or  institution  may  subscribe  to  The  Kentucky  Warbler  by  pay¬ 
ing  a  fee  determined  by  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  III— GOVERNMENT 

Section  A.  The  governing  body  of  the  Society  shall  be  the  Board,  composed  of  eight  elec¬ 
tive  officers,  two  appointed  officers,  the  President  of  the  Beckham  Bird  Club,  or  his  delegate,  and 
all  living  past  Presidents  of  the  Society.  The  elected  officers  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice-President, 
a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  four  Councillors,  two  of  whom 
shall  be  elected  each  year.  The  appointed  officers  shall  be  the  Editor  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler, 
the  Curator,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee.  [Amended  May  1. 
1993], 

Section  B.  The  President  shall  appoint  a  Nominating  Committee  which  shall  nominate  one 
member  for  each  of  the  offices,  except  that  only  two  Councillors  shall  be  nominated  at  each  elec¬ 
tion  unless  additional  vacancies  have  occurred.  The  committee  shall  submit  its  nominations  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer  45  days  before  the  annual  meeting;  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
will  send  the  names  of  the  nominees  to  all  members  not  less  than  two  weeks  prior  to  the  meet¬ 
ing.  Other  nominations  may  be  submitted  for  any  office  by  three  members  in  good  standing;  such 
nominations  must  also  be  received  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary -Treasurer  45  days  in  advance 
of  the  annual  meeting.  The  six  officers  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  (show  of  hands  or  voice  vote,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President)  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present,  provided  that  a  quorum  (as 
defined  in  Art.  V,  Sec.  C.)  be  present.  All  officers,  except  the  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer, 
shall  take  office  the  subsequent  January  1.  The  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  take 
office  the  subsequent  March  15. 

Section  C.  Officers  (except  Councillors)  shall  be  elected  for  one  year,  and  they  may  be  re¬ 
elected  to  the  same  office  for  not  more  than  four  successive  terms.  Councillors  shall  be  elected 
for  two  years,  and  may  be  re-elected. 

Section  D.  Vacancies  occurring  in  any  office  shall  be  filled  by  the  Board.  Any  person  so 
selected  shall  act  until  the  next  annual  meeting,  at  which  time  a  person  shall  be  elected  to  fill  an 
unexpired  term. 

Section  E.  There  shall  be  three  appointed  officers:  The  Editor  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler:  a 
Curator,  who  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the  Board  at  the  fall  meeting;  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee.  [Approved  May  1,  1993],  Appointed  officers  may  also 
be  elected  officers. 

Section  F.  There  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee.  The  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee 
(KBRC),  which  shall  be  governed  by  its  own  bylaws.  The  KBRC  shall  determine  the  validity  of 
records  of  rare  birds  from  Kentucky,  publish  annually  in  The  Kentucky  Warbler  a  report  of  accept¬ 
ed  records,  maintain  documentation  of  these  records,  and  keep  the  official  Kentucky  State  List  ot 
Birds.  The  Secretary  of  the  KBRC  shall  be  appointed  for  a  ihree-year  term  by  the  Board.  The 
Secretary  of  the  KBRC  may  be  replaced  at  any  time  by  either  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  other 
members  of  the  KBRC  or  by  a  majority  of  the  Board.  Bird  records  resulting  from  the  KBRC 
deliberations  will  be  kept  in  the  possession  of  the  KBRC  until  such  time  as  they  are  archived  and 
turned  over  to  the  Curator  of  the  Society  [Approved  by  the  members  May  1,  1993], 
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ARTICLE  IV— DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS 

Section  A.  The  Board  shall  meet  at  least  twice  a  year  to  conduct  the  regular  business  of  the 
Society  and  shall  have  power  to  carry  on  any  necessary  business  in  the  interim  between  meetings. 
It  shall  advise,  assist,  and  cooperate  with  the  various  individual  officers  and  committees  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties.  It  shall  make  appointments  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  any  office 
in  which  a  vacancy  occurs. 

Section  B.  The  duties  of  the  officers  shall  be  such  as  pertain  to  their  respective  offices  in 
similar  organizations.  The  President  shall  be  the  Chairperson  of  the  Board  and  shall  appoint  all 
committees  (but,  see  Art.  Ill,  Sec  F.) 

Section  C.  The  Vice-President  shall  perform  the  duties  of  the  President  in  his/her  absence. 
She/he  shall  be  primarily  responsible  for  planning  the  fall  and  spring  meetings. 

Section  D.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  record  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  and  of  the 
Board  in  books  kept  for  that  purpose  and  shall  have  charge  of  the  records  of  the  Society. 

Section  E.  The  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the 
Society  and  keep  a  record  thereof;  shall  give  notice  of  all  meetings;  shall  take  care  of  the  accounts 
and  funds  of  the  Society;  shall  pay  from  the  funds  of  the  Society  all  bills  duly  approved  by  the 
President  or  the  board;  shall  collect  all  bills  due  the  Society;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  shall  fur¬ 
nish  a  statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Society.  The  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer 
shall  not  pay  any  sum  greater  than  $250.00  for  any  one  purpose,  other  than  publication  costs  of 
The  Kentucky  Warbler,  unless  such  expenditure  has  been  approved  by  the  Board. 

Section  F.  The  four  Councillors,  besides  serving  as  members  of  the  Board,  shall  act  as  advi¬ 
sors  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  and  shall  not  only  endeavor  to  be  familiar  with  the  species  of 
birds  occurring  in  their  own  sections  of  the  state,  but  shall  also  foster  relevant  activities  in  their 
sections. 

Section  G.  The  President  of  the  Beckham  Bird  Club  or  his/her  delegate  shall  have  the  rights 
and  obligations  of  all  officers  and  shall  in  addition  maintain  communications  between;  the 
Beckham  Bird  Club  and  the  Society. 

Section  H.  The  Editor  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler  shall  edit  four  seasonal  issues  which  will 
be  sent  to  all  members  in  good  standing  (see  Art.  II,  Sec.  C). 

Section  I.  The  Curator  shall  have  charge  of  all  scientific  records  (including  archived  records 
from  KBRC)  and  all  society  documents  as  specified  in  Article  VIII.  The  Curator  shall  also  be 
responsible  for  the  legal  dispositon  of  birds,  nests,  and  eggs  that  may  come  into  posssesion  of  the 
Society. 


ARTICLE  V— MEETINGS 

Section  A.  The  Society  shall  hold  one  regular  meeting  in  the  spring  and  one  regular  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  fall.  The  location  for  the  meetings  shall  be  selected  by  the  Board.  The  fall  meeting  shall 
be  the  annual  meeting,  and  it  shall  alternate  between  locations  in  the  eastern  and  western  parts  of 
the  states  as  far  as  practicable.  At  this  meeting  the  members  of  the  Society  will  meet  to  discuss 
and  act  upon  significant  issues. 

Section  B.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  action  of  the  Board,  or  upon  writ¬ 
ten  petition  of  fifteen  Active,  Contributing,  or  Life  Members,  which  includes  one  adult  from  each 
Family  Membership,  to  the  president,  who  shall  thereupon  call  the  meeting.  Two  weeks  notice  of 
such  meeting  must  be  given  in  writing,  stating  the  purpose  of  the  call,  to  the  members  by  the 
Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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Section  C.  A  quorum  at  any  meeting  shall  consist  of  twenty-five  Active,  Contributing,  or 
Life  Members,  which  includes  one  adult  from  each  Family  Membership. 

ARTICLE  VI— AFFILIATED  CHAPTERS 

Section  A.  The  Society  shall  encourage  the  formation  of  local  chapters  in  any  community 
or  area  of  the  state.  All  members  of  a  local  chapter  must  be  members  of  the  Society,  and  such 
chapters  shall  have  autonomous  organizations  to  facilitate  their  activities  but  shall  act  in  cooper¬ 
ation  with  the  Society. 


ARTICLE  VII— SPECIAL  FUNDS 

Section  A.  An  Endowment  Fund  shall  be  established  to  further  the  work  of  the  Society; 
from  which  the  investment  income  only  may  be  used  for  current  needs.  All  monies  obtained  from 
bequests,  gifts,  etc.,  given  for  endowment  purposes,  and  the  dues  of  Life  Members,  shall  be 
placed  in  this  fund.  Such  monies  shall  be  invested  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky  governing  investments  by  fiduciaries.  The  investment  income  from  the  Fund  shall  be 
transfered  to  the  General  Fund  annually. 

Section  B.  The  Gordon  Wilson  Fund  was  established  in  honor  of  Dr.  Wilson,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Society  and  an  active  member  until  his  death  in  1 970.  Monies  in  this  fund  are  gifts 
to  the  Society  designated  for  the  fund.  The  Board  may  draw  upon  the  fund  for  purposes  covered 
by  its  original  intention:  to  assist  in  publication  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler,  to  improve  and  expand 
it;  to  help  finance  and  publish  ornithological  research  in  Kentucky;  and  help  provide  fellowships 
and  scholarship  in  the  study  of  ornithology.  The  Board  will  approve  expenditures  from  the  fund 

ARTICLE  VIII— SOCIETY  DOCUMENTS 

The  University  of  Louisville  shall  be  the  repository  of  all  books,  manuscripts,  and  works  of 
art  acquired  by  the  Society,  the  files  of  other  ornithological  journals  accumulated  through 
exchaiges.  and  the  stock  of  back  issues  of  The  Kentucky  Warbler. 

ARTICLE  IX— RULES  OF  ORDER 

Section  A.  The  rules  of  parliamentary  procedure  as  laid  down  in  the  current  edition  of 
Robert’s  Rules  of  Order  shall  govern  all  meetings  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  X— AMENDMENTS 

Section  A.  These  bylaws  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  at 
any  legal  meeting,  provided  that  a  written  notice  of  the  proposed  amendment  has  been  sent  to 
each  member  by  the  secretary  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  meeting  in  which  it  is  to  be  voted 
upon. 


TREE  SWALLOW,  TACHYCINETA  BICOLOR , 
NESTING  IN  THE  BLUEGRASS 

Wayne  H.  Davis  and  Paul  .1.  Kalisz 

The  Tree  Swallow,  Tachycineta  bicolor,  is  a  northern  species  which  has  been  extending  its 
range  southward.  The  first  nesting  reported  for  Kentucky  was  in  1965  and  Monroe  et  al.  (1980) 
listed  it  as  a  rare  to  uncommon  summer  resident  nesting  at  scattered  localities  throughout  the 
state,  mostly  along  lakes  and  rivers  where  there  are  many  dead  trees,  but  recently  taking  to  nest 
boxes  in  open  areas  in  Boone,  Pulaski  and  Shelby  Counties. 

Tree  Swallows  have  only  recently  become  established  as  breeding  birds  in  the  Inner 
Bluegrass  and  their  increasing  numbers  seem  to  be  the  result  of  the  placement  of  numerous  blue¬ 
bird  nest  boxes.  We  first  encountered  them  at  the  Bluegrass  Army  Ordnance  Depot  in  Madison 
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County,  near  the  boundary  between  the  Inner  and  Outer  Bluegrass,  in  1987.  There  were  several 
resident  pairs  at  Gem  Lake  apparently  nesting  in  trees  left  standing  in  a  reservoir  created  by 
flooding  a  woodland.  None  of  the  nest  boxes  we  erected  at  the  Depot  in  1987  were  used  by  swal¬ 
lows.  In  1988  and  1989  swallows  occupied  one  and  then  two  upland  sites.  Swallows  used  three 
sites  in  both  1992  and  1993,  and  10  sites  in  1994. 

Other  first  nestings  of  Tree  Swallows  in  nest  boxes  include  one  in  Nelson  County  beside  the 
Bluegrass  Parkway  in  1990;  one  beside  highway  1-75  in  Scott  County  in  1991 ;  and  one  in  a  gourd 
placed  for  martins  at  the  Hickman  Creek  sewage  treatment  ponds  in  Jessamine  County  in  1991. 

At  the  University  of  Kentucky  Agricultural  Experiment  farms  we  have  monitored  at  least 
80  experimental  boxes  each  nesting  season  since  1982.  The  first  Tree  Swallow  nesting  was  in 
1994  when  a  brood  was  raised  in  a  nest  box  300  m  from  a  4-ha  artificial  lake. 

It  seems  likely  that  the  range  extensions  and  increased  breeding  populations  of  Tree 
Swallows  may  be  a  result  of  the  organized  campaigns  lo  bring  back  the  Eastern  Bluebird  (Sialia 
sialis)  population  by  erecting  nest  boxes.  What  we  have  described  is  similar  to  what  Tuttle  (1987) 
found  in  central  Ohio.  His  boxes  attracted  no  Tree  Swallows  from  1977  until  1979,  after  which 
the  population  increased  over  several  successive  years. 

LITERATURE  CITED 

Monroe.  Burt  L.  Jr.,  Anne  L.  Stamm,  and  Brainard  L.  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  1988.  Annotated  checklist 
of  the  Birds  of  Kentucky.  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society.  Commonwealth  Printing, 
Louisville,  KY 

Tuttle,  Richard  M.  1987.  A  six  year  study  of  nesting  tree  swallows  in  Delaware  State  Park, 
Delaware.  Ohio  1979-1984.  Sialia  9:3-7. 

School  of  Biological  Sciences  University  of  Kentucky,  Lexington,  KY  40506  and  Dept,  of 
Forestry  University  of  Kentucky  Lexington,  KY  40546. 


1994  SURVEY  OF  KENTUCKY  HERONRIES 

Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  and  Traci  Wethington 

In  1994  the  Kentucky  State  Nature  Preserves  Commission  (KSNPC)  and  the  Nongame 
Wildlife  Program  of  the  Kentucky  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources  (KDFWR)  con¬ 
ducted  a  relatively  thorough  survey  of  Kentucky  heronries.  Most  sites  were  checked  during  over¬ 
flights  in  a  fixed-wing  aircraft  May  18-19,  1994,  but  information  on  several  additional  sites  was 
gathered  through  personal  communication  with  individuals  who  visited  heronries  in  1994. 

The  1994  effort  was  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  ever  undertaken  by  state  conservation 
agencies.  During  the  early  to  mid-1980s,  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  conducted  heronry 
counts  in  western  Kentucky,  but  these  were  discontinued  in  1988.  KDFWR  coordinated  a  com¬ 
prehensive  survey  of  heronries  in  1984,  and  KDFWR  and  KSNPC  cooperated  in  conducting  par¬ 
tial  surveys  in  1 986  and  1 988.  During  the  course  of  other  field  activities,  a  number  of  new  heron¬ 
ries  have  been  discovered  by  KSNPC  and  KDFWR  since  1990. 

Aerial  surveys  were  accomplished  by  locating  individual  heronries  and  then  circling  around 
them  several  times.  The  number  of  nests  was  estimated  and  species  composition  checked. 
Heronries  can  be  surveyed  by  air  throughout  the  nesting  season,  but  results  vary  depending  upon 
the  time  of  year.  Most  Kentucky  heronries  are  composed  primarily  of  Great  Blue  Herons  (Ardea 
lierodias),  which  begin  nesting  in  late  February  and  early  March.  Aerial  surveys  undertaken  in 
late  March  and  early  April  yield  satisfactory  nest  counts,  but  other  species  of  waterbirds,  most 
notably  Great  Egrets  (Casmerodius  albus).  Double-crested  Cormorants  (Phalacrocorax  auritus) 
and  Anhinga  (Anhinga  anhinga)  would  not  be  present.  For  this  reason,  later  surveys  yield  better 
information  on  species  composition,  but  accurate  nest  counts  become  difficult  to  impossible  due 
to  leaf  cover. 

In  1994  we  opted  to  conduct  an  aerial  survey  of  heronries  in  mid-May  in  an  attempt  to  bet¬ 
ter  document  the  presence  or  absence  of  other  waterbird  species.  Due  to  the  late  date,  however, 
we  were  not  able  to  get  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  number  of  active  nests  at  many  sites.  At  heron- 
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ries  where  nests  were  situated  in  living  broad-leaved  trees  like  sycamore,  water  tupelo,  oaks  and 
hickories,  nest  counts  were  grossly  estimated.  In  contrast,  we  were  able  to  make  fairly  accurate 
counts  of  the  number  of  active  nests  in  heronries  occupying  dead  trees  and  bald  cypress. 

Table  I  summarizes  the  1994  survey  effort.  Active  heronries  were  located  at  26  individual 
sites.  Only  five  sites  where  herons  were  known  or  thought  to  be  nesting  were  not  surveyed  in 
1994:  Little  Bayou  de  Chien,  Fulton  County;  Tradewater  River  at  Black  Rough  Bottom, 
Crittenden/Webster  counties;  Kentucky  River  at  Steamboat  Hollow,  Franklin  County,  Winchester, 
Clark  County,  and  Pond  Run  near  the  Ohio  River,  Greenup  County.  Heronries  were  expected  to 
be  present  but  were  not  found  at  nine  sites:  Bayou  de  Chien  NE  of  Hickman,  Fulton  County; 
Murphy's  Pond,  Hickman  County;  Buck  Lake,  Ballard  County;  Clear  Pond,  Marshall  County; 
Malcolm  Creek,  Marshall  County;  Tradewater  River  near  mouth  of  Flynn  Fork. 
Caldwell/Hopkins  counties;  Livingston  Creek  near  its  mouth,  Crittenden/Lyon  counties;  and  Elk 
Pond  Creek,  Muhlenberg  County.  It  is  likely  that  some  of  these  heronries  were  simply  missed 
during  our  overflight,  but  others  were  confirmed  or  believed  to  be  abandoned  (see  Table  1  for  fur¬ 
ther  comments).  We  also  checked  the  status  of  three  abandoned  locations,  even  though  heronries 
were  not  expected  to  be  found. 

The  numbers  of  nesting  wading  birds  continues  to  increase  in  Kentucky  subsequent  to  the 
banning  of  DDT  in  1972.  In  the  last  several  years  the  discovery  of  new  heronires  has  occured 
annually,  and  three  new  Great  Blue  Heron  nesting  colonies  were  located  in  1994.  The  Great  Blue 
Heron,  in  particular,  has  adaped  very  well  to  the  presence  of  man-made  impoundments,  and 
recently  they  have  been  documented  to  be  spreading  eastward  into  central  Kentucky.  In  addition, 
numbers  continue  to  expand  in  the  western  third  of  the  state,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  larger 
reservoirs,  wetlands  in  the  Shawnee  Hills,  and  the  Ohio  River.  It  seems  likely  that  populations  of 
nesting  herons  that  were  not  found  in  1994  have  relocated  to  presently  unknown  sites  or  have 
been  absorbed  into  known  colonies  rather  than  disappearing  altogether. 

The  1994  total  of  approximately  1750  nesting  pairs  of  Great  Blue  Herons  represents  an 
increase  of  nearly  180%  over  the  1984  total  of  628  and  42%  over  the  1986  total  of  1230  pairs. 
Moveover,  Great  Blues  were  observed  nesting  at  24  sites  in  1994  compared  to  only  5  in  1984  and 
7  in  1986.  Likewise,  the  number  of  nesting  Great  Egrets  has  continued  to  increase  since  the 
species  was  rediscovered  nesting  in  Ballard  County  in  1986.  It  appeared  that  a  total  of  at  least  25 
pairs  nested  at  two  sites  in  1994.  In  contrast,  the  numbers  of  other  nesting  waterbirds  has 
remained  unchanged.  Only  two  large  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  nesting  colonies  continue  to 
be  active,  although  a  new  colony  was  located  in  northeastern  Kentucky  in  1993.  Nesting  of  other 
species  remains  sporadic  and  in  low  numbers.  While  Double-crested  Cormorants  continue  to 
increase  across  Kentucky,  no  nesting  colonies  have  become  reestablished. 

We  would  iike  to  thank  Jackie  Elmore  (Kentucky  Ornithological  Society).  Gwynn 
Henderson  (University  of  Kentucky  Program  for  Cultural  Resource  Assessment),  Steve  Kickert 
(U.S.  Forest  Service).  Gary  Michael  (Louisville  Zoo),  Patty  Morrison  (U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service),  and  Margaret  Shea  (Kentucky  Chapter  of  The  Nature  Conservancy)  for  their  assistance 
in  providing  up-to-date  information  on  individual  heronries.  Funding  for  this  survey  was  provid¬ 
ed  in  part  by  taxpayer  donations  received  through  the  Nature  and  Wildlife  Fund.  —  Ky.  State 
Nature  Preserves  Commission,  801  Schenkel  Lane,  Frankfort,  40601  (Palmer-Ball),  and 
Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources,  #1  Game  Farm  Road,  Frankfort,  40601 
(Wethington). 


Table  1.  1994  Summary  of  Heronries  in  Kentucky. 
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Axe  Lake,  Ballard  Co.  5-18-94  Great  Blue  Heron  250+  This  was  probably  the  largest  heronry  surveyed  in  1994;  the  Great  Egret 

Great  Egret  15-20+  nest  total  has  increased  significantly  since  the  last  overflight  in  1988 


Kuler  Bottoms  WMA,  Graves  Co.  5-18-94  Great  Blue  Heron  50±  Heronry  has  moved  since  it  was  discovered  in  this  urea  by  KDFWR  in 

1991  when  it  contained  12-13  nests 
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Jonathan  Creek,  Calloway  Co.  5-18-94  Great  Blue  Heron  —  Heronry  was  reported  to  KDIAVR  in  1989  when  it  contained  20± 

nests,  but  it  has  not  been  located  since  then 


Lake  Barkley  at  Taylor  Bay,  5-18-94  Black-crowned  +  Heronry  was  not  checked  closely,  but  1994  overflight  revealed 

Trigg  Co.  Night-Heron  —  presence  of  birds  on  nests;  it  contained  1  (X)  +  BCNH  and  8-10  CE 

Cattle  Egret  nests  when  last  checked  in  July  1992 
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Tradewater  River  WSW  of  5-18-94  Great  Blue  Heron  70±  Heronry  has  decreased  since  it  was  last  surveyed  in  1991  ( 100+ 

Providence,  Cnttenden/  nests);  some  birds  may  have  relocated  to  Black  Rough  Bottom 

Webster  cos.  site 


Tradewater  River  at  Black  Rough  —  Great  Blue  Heron  —  This  heronry  was  discovered  by  KDFWR  in  1992  when  it  contained 

Bottom,  Crittenden/Webster  cos.  1 50±  nests;  the  site  was  inadvertently  skipped  during  the  1994 
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Louisville  Zoo,  Jefferson  Co.  6-94  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  200±  The  Shippingport  Island  Black-crowned’s  relocated  to  the  grounds 

of  the  Louisville  Zoo  in  1993,  and  the  colony  appears  stable 
there;  unfortunately,  rarer  species  (Cattle  Egret  and  Little  Blue  Heron) 
did  not  make  the  transition 


Kentucky  River  at  Steamboat  —  Great  Blue  Heron  —  This  heronry  was  not  surveyed  in  1994;  it  was  reported  to  KDFWR 

Hollow  Bend,  Franklin  Co.  in  1993  when  there  were  5  active  nests,  but  may  have  been  present 

since  the  mid-1980s 
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THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
FALL  MEETING,  OCTOBER  7-9,  1994 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  held  its  annual  fall  meeting  at  Pennyrile  Forest  State 
Resort  Park  on  October  7-9,  1994.  President  Herbert  Clay,  Jr.  opened  the  meeting  with  a  welcome 
to  all  present  He  then  introduced  Douglas  Hardgrove.  Pennyrile’s  Recreational  Director  and 
Naturalist,  who  gave  us  information  on  the  park  and  invited  us  all  to  enjoy  it.  Anne  Stamm  then 
gave  us  some  information  on  Burt  Monroe's  new  book.  The  Birds  of  Kentucky.  Next,  Dr.  Clay 
introduced  our  speaker  of  the  evening,  Chris  Schimmoeller  of  Kentucky  Heartwood.  After  first 
discussing  the  mission  of  Heartwood,  which  is  to  monitor  public  forest  land,  Chris  gave  a  very 
spirited  presentation  of  her  organization’s  opposition  to  continued  logging  on  public  land  and 
their  efforts  to  protect  the  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker;  a  symbol  of  the  biodiversity  of  the  forest. 
This  was  followed  by  slides  shown  by  Katherine  Clay  and  Ginny  and  Neil  Eklund.  It  was 
announced  that  the  Saturday  morning  field  trips  would  be  led  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball  and  Blaine 
Ferrell.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clay  hosted  a  social  hour  following  the  meeting. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  Saturday  at  3:30  p.m.  in  the  lodge. 

After  an  introduction  by  Dr.  Clay,  Virginia  and  Wendell  Kingsolver  presented  a  program 
titled  "South  with  the  Spring”  which  took  us  all  along  on  their  marvelous  trip  through  Argentina. 

The  nominating  committee  presented  the  following  slate  of  officers:  President-Dr.  Herbert 
Clay.  Jr.,  Vice-President-Wayne  Mason,  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer-Kay  Parker, 
Recording  Secretary-Herb  Shadowen,  Councillors-Kathy  Caminiti  and  Joyce  Porter.  The  mem¬ 
bership  approved  the  slate.  Sunday  morning  field  trips  were  announced  and  Katheryn  Clay  con¬ 
ducted  the  drawing  for  Burt  Monroe’s  new  book.  The  meeting  was  concluded  with  Blaine 
Ferrell’s  announcement  of  the  Beckham  Bird  Club’s  generous  donation  to  the  Avian  Research 
Fund  which  was  applauded  by  all  present. 

Saturday  night’s  rain  was  followed  by  a  beautiful  morning  which  concluded  a  fine  weekend 
and  also  improved  our  bird  list.  -  Tina  Ricketts,  Recording  Secretary. 

BIRDS  OBSERVED  AT  THE  ANNUAL  FALL  MEETING,  1994 

Birds  observed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  on  field  trips  at  Pennyrile  State  Resort  Park  and 
Lake  Pewee  (indicated  by  “p”)  were  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Wood  Duck. 
Green-winged  Teal.  Mallard,  Blue-winged  Teal,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Black  Vulture,  Turkey 
Vulture,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Wild  Turkey,  Northern  Bobwhite,  American  CootP, 
Killdeer,  Common  TefnP  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  Great  Homed  Owl, 
Barred  Owl,  Chimney  Swift,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-headed  Woodpecker.  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker,  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Northern 
Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Eastern  Wood-Pewee,  Eastern  Phoebe,  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow, 
Carolina  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper.  Carolina  Wren. 
Winter  Wren,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet.  Eastern  Bluebird,  American 
Robin,  Northern  Mockingbird,  Brown  Thrasher,  European  Starling,  Solitary  Vireo,  Red-eyed 
Vireo,  Tennessee  Warbler,  Magnolia  Warbler,  Cape  May  Warbler,  Yellow-rumped  Warbler, 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler.  Pine  Warbler.  Prairie  Warbler,  Bay-breasted  Warbler,  Summer 
Tanager,  Northern  Cardinal,  Rufous-sided  Towhee,  Chipping  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow. 
Red-winged  Blackbird,.,  Eastern  Meadowlark,  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  and  American  Goldfinch 
for  a  total  of  66  species.  Species  added  on  Sunday  field  trips  were  Double-crested  Cormorant, 
Little  Blue  Heron  (adult).  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Broad-winged  Hawk.  Eastern  Screech-Owl, 
House  Wren.  Gray  Catbird,  Philadelphia  Vireo.  Palm  Warbler,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak.  Indigo 
Bunting.  Song  Sparrow,  Swamp  Sparrow.  White-throated  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco  and 
Common  Grackle.  This  brought  the  total  to  82  species. 

Birds  observed  during  a  K.O.S.  field  trip  on  the  Peabody  Sinclair  Wildlife  Management 
Area  on  Sunday.  October  9  were  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Great  Blue 
Heron,  Canada  Goose,  Blue-winged  Teal,  Northern  Shoveler.  Black  Vulture,  Turkey  Vulture, 
Northern  Harrier,  Red-tailed  Hawk.  American  Kestrel,  American  Coot,  Killdeer,  Pectoral 
Sandpiper.  Ring-billed  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning 
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Swallow,  Barn  Swallow,  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  European  Starling,  Yellow-rumped  Warbler, 
Palm  Warbler,  Northern  Cardinal.  Field  Sparrow,  Savannah  Sparrow,  Grasshopper  Sparrow,  Song 
Sparrow,  Swamp  Sparrow,  White-crowned  Sparrow,  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Eastern 
Meadowlark,  and  American  Goldfinch. 


KENTUCKY  1994  MID-WINTER  BALD  EAGLE  SURVEY 


Jim  Direll,  Theresa  Anderson  and  David  Yancy 


Since  1979,  the  state  Wildlife  Department  has  coordinated  the  mid-winter  Bald  Eagle  cen¬ 
sus  for  Kentucky,  Target  dates  for  1994  were  January  7  and  8,  with  alternate  dates  between 
January  1  and  15.  Weather  was  unusually  warm  on  the  target  dates,  but  was  cold  and  foggy  dur¬ 
ing  part  of  the  period.  Ice  cover  varied  from  zero  to  75%. 

Final  tabulation  indicated  274  Bald  Eagles,  of  which  198  (72%)  were  adults  and  70  (26%) 
immatures.  Six  were  not  identified  as  to  age.  Bill  Cambron  reported  an  additional  seven  Bald 
Eagles  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ohio  River.  Five  Golden  Eagles  were  reported.  These  data  are 
presented  by  route  in  Table  I. 


Table  I.  Summary  of  Kentucky  Bald  Eagle  Census,  January  1-15,  1994.  with  some  earlier  high 
counts. 


(  )  Eagles  seen  in  a  segment  of  the  route. 


ROUTE 

Land  Between  the  Lakes 
West  bank  Ky.  Lake 
Below  Barkley  Dam 
Reelfoot  Lake 
Mississippi  River 
Ohio  R.,  up  to  Carrsville 
Ballard  Wildlife  Area 
Swan  Lake.  Ballard  Co. 

Below  Barkley  Dam 
Ohio,  Carrsville  to  Henderson 
Ohio,  Henderson  to  Meade  Co. 
Ohio,  Meade  to  Louisville 
Oldham  Co. 

Ohio,  Cincinnati  to  Ashland 
Taylorsville  Lake 
Bemheim  Forest  (2  golden) 
Rolling  Fork  R.  Nelson 
Rough  River  Lake 
Nolin  River  Lake 
Mammoth  Cave 
Green  River  Lake 
Barren  River  Lake 
Dale  Hollow,  Ky  portion 
Cumberland  River,  above  Burks, 
Lake  Cumberland 
Laurel  Lake 


1994 


Ad 

I  mm. 

Total 

86 

30 

116 

26 

7 

35* 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

6 

1 

7 

22 

5 

28* 

(16) 

(5) 

(21) 

(3) 

(  3) 

(1) 

(  1) 

4 
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1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


7 

1 

6 

13 

1 

1 

9 

7 

1 

18* 

3 

3 

10 

2 

12 

6 

1 

7 

Earlier 

records 


1993 

High 

Year 

140 

140 

1993 

28 

28 

1993 

9 

9 

1993 

23 

72 

1984 

42 

89 

1986 

21) 

(21) 

1993 

(  4) 

(  3) 

1992 

8 

17 

1989 

3 

3 

1993 

2 

1 

5 

1986 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1993 

1 

4 

4 

1993 

1 

3 

1990 

6 

12 

1986 

1 

3 

1989 

29 

38 

1989 

8 

8 

1986 

14 

26 

1990 

4 

13 

1992 
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1994 

Earlier 

records 

ROUTE  Ad. 

Imm.  Total 

1993 

High 

Year 

Martin's  Fork  Lake  1 

1 

1 

3 

1988 

Grayson  Lake 

1  1 

3 

1 

1989 

Cave  Run  Lake  6 

Total  Bald  Eagles  198 

Golden  Eagles  2 

Cooperators  151,  Census  parties  75 

3  9 

70  274* 

2  5* 

3 

289 

7 

10 

1989 

*  Includes  eagles,  age  unknown. 

Golden  Eagles:  1  ad.  Ballard  Wildlife  Area.  1  Yellowbank.  1  ad..  1  im.  Bemheim  Forest.  1  im. 
Rolling  Fork,  LaRue  Co. 


Other  areas  where  searchers  found  no  eagles:  Ohio  River.  Cincinnati  to  Ashland.  Kentucky 
River.  Guist  Creek  Lake,  Beech  Fork  in  Nelson  Co.,  lower  Green  River,  Lake  Vega,  and 
Herrington,  Buckhom,  Carr  Fork,  Fishtrap.  Yatesville  and  Paintsville  Lakes. 


Thirty  three  cooperators  in  fifteen  parties  reported  107  other  raptors:  Ten  year  totals 
( 1985-94)  are  shown  in  parentheses.  Black  Vulture  0(171),  Turkey  Vulture  0  (90).  Osprey  1  (3), 
Northern  Harrier  0  (48).  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  0  (23).  Cooper's  Hawk  1  (23),  Goshawk  0  (2), 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  3  (32),  Red-tailed  Hawk  41  (746).  Rough-legged  Haw'k  0(17),  American 
Kestrel  52  (810),  Merlin  0(1),  Peregrine  Falcon  0  (4).  Common  Barn-Owl  2  (3),  Great  Homed 
Owl  0(1),  Barred  Owl  0(1),  unknown  7. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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308  Meadow  Lane.  Frankfort.  KY  40601. 

Dept,  of  Fish  &  Wildlife.  1  Game  Farm  Road.  Frankfort.  KY  40601 . 


FIELD  NOTES 

GULL-BILLED  TERN  AT  THE  FALLS  OF  THE  OHIO 

On  the  morning  of  August  27,  1994,  the  Beckham  Bird  Club.  Louisville  chapter  of  the 
Kentucky  Ornithological  Society,  held  a  field  trip  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio.  Jefferson  County. 
During  the  trip  a  Gull-billed  Tern  ( Sterna  nilotica)  was  discovered  resting  with  a  small  group  of 
Forster's  Terns  (Sterna  forsteri),  Caspian  Terns  (Sterna  caspia)  and  Ring-billed  Gulls  ( Larus 
delawarensis )  on  the  outer  fossil  beds.  Photographs  clearly  showing  identifying  characters  were 
obtained  during  the  late  morning  (see  cover  photo),  and  the  bird  remained  at  the  Falls  throughout 
the  entire  day  and  was  studied  by  a  number  of  observers  from  the  Louisville  area.  The  tern  was 
reported  in  the  area  for  a  brief  period  during  the  middle  of  the  following  day,  but  it  was  not 
observed  later  in  the  afternoon,  nor  subsequently. 

The  Gull-billed  Tern  was  most  often  observed  perched  with  other  terns,  although  it  period¬ 
ically  flew  off  over  the  dam.  disappearing  for  up  to  a  half-hour  or  so  at  a  time.  The  bird  presum¬ 
ably  foraged  during  these  periods  of  absence,  but  the  species'  distinctive  feeding  behavior  was 
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observed  several  times  during  the  bird  club  field  trip.  Instead  of  diving  into  the  water  for  fish  as 
most  other  tems,  this  bird  typically  coursed  across  the  exposed  fossil  beds  and  shallow  pools,  dip¬ 
ping  to  pick  up  prey  from  the  rock  or  water.  Never  was  it  seen  diving  into  the  water. 

The  body  of  the  Gull-billed  Tern  was  slightly  larger  than  nearby  Forster’s  Terns,  and  its  legs 
were  noticably  longer.  The  distinctive  bill  was  much  thicker  than  those  of  the  Forster’s  Terns,  and 
entirely  blackish.  The  black  cap,  characteristic  of  mature  birds  in  breeding  plumage,  was  absent, 
suggesting  that  it  was  not  an  adult.  The  head  was  whitish  except  for  dark  ear  patches  that  were 
not  connected  on  the  nape.  The  rear  part  of  the  crown  was  lightly  streaked  with  gray,  and  the  fore¬ 
head  appeared  white.  The  dark  eye  was  highlighted  by  a  light  crescent  in  front  and  a  tiny  whitish 
ring  behind. 

The  bird  was  presumed  to  be  in  first-year  plumage  because  the  back  was  entirely  pale  gray, 
with  no  trace  of  dark  edgings.  The  underparts  were  entirely  white,  and  the  wings  and  back  were 
very  pale  gray.  The  tail  was  whitish,  relatively  short,  and  not  deeply  forked.  At  rest  the  primaries 
appeared  rather  uniformly  medium  gray  but  slightly  darker  near  the  tips.  In  flight  the  wings  were 
whitish  below  and  pale  gray  above,  except  for  dark  edges  to  the  outer  primaries  and  dark  tips  to 
most  or  all  of  the  primaries.  The  legs  were  blackish,  although  somewhat  suffused  with  light  gray 
or  flesh  color  in  varying  lights. 

This  is  the  first  fully  documented  record  of  Gull-billed  Tern  for  Kentucky  and  one  of  only 
a  few  for  the  region.  A  previous  report  from  the  Ohio  River  near  Maysville,  Mason  County,  April 
16,  1971,  has  been  regarded  as  hypothetical  in  the  absence  of  sufficient  details.  Likewise,  most 
of  the  few  reports  from  surrounding  states  have  been  regarded  with  skepticism.  This  is  in  large 
part  due  to  the  fact  that  the  species  does  not  exhibit  a  regular  pattern  of  vagrancy  away  from 
coastal  areas.  The  Falls  of  the  Ohio  record  suggests  that  birds  must  at  least  occasionally  wander 
inland,  although  it  is  unclear  where  this  individual  would  have  originated,  i.e.  the  Atlantic  Coast 
or  the  Gulf  Coast.  --  BRAINARD  PALMER-BALL,  JR.,  8027  Old  Westport  Road,  Louisville, 
KY,  40222. 


FIRST  KENTUCKY  RECORD  FOR  CURLEW  SANDPIPER 

In  the  early  evening  of  July  9.  1994,  we  were  birding  at  McElroy  Lake,  Warren  County, 
when  we  discovered  an  adult  Curlew  Sandpiper  ( Calidris  ferruginea )  near  the  lake’s  southwest¬ 
ern  comer.  The  bird  was  feeding  in  the  company  of  a  mixed  flock  of  more  than  a  hundred  shore- 
birds  including  many  Killdeer  (Charadrius  vociferus).  Least  Sandpipers  ( Calidris  minutilla )  and 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  (Tringa  Jlavipes). 

The  Curlew  Sandpiper  was  immediately  noticed  due  to  its  striking  plumage.  Most  of  the 
head,  neck,  breast  and  belly  were  a  deep  brick  red,  with  little  trace  of  white  mottling  or  edging. 
Deep  red  feathers  extended  to  the  mid-belly,  although  feathering  of  the  legs  was  white.  Posterior 
to  the  legs  the  reddish  feathers  of  the  flanks  were  broadly  tipped  with  whitish.  The  undertail  was 
whitish,  although  the  posterior  Banks  and  sides  of  the  undertail  were  marked  with  narrow  dark 
brown  or  blackish  bars.  Feathers  surrounding  the  base  of  the  bill  were  paler,  and  there  was  a 
noticeable  golden-brown  supercilium,  especially  forward  of  the  eye.  The  crown  was  streaked 
brown  and  blackish.  The  back  feathers  were  mottled  dark  and  rufous  with  some  lighter  edges  or 
bars,  while  the  wing  coverts  were  light  gray-brown  with  slightly  lighter  edges.  Flight  feathers 
were  blackish,  although  in  Bight  the  wings  showed  a  noticeable  white  stripe  from  above.  The 
wing  linings  and  underwing  coverts  were  white,  contrasting  sharply  with  the  brick  red  of  the 
underparts.  The  tail  feathers  appeared  light  gray-brown,  contrasting  with  a  whitish  rump 

In  overall  size,  the  Curlew  Sandpiper  was  slightly  smaller  than  nearby  Pectoral  Sandpipers, 
and  somewhat  slimmer.  The  bill  was  blackish,  relatively  long,  and  somewhat  thicker  at  the  base. 
It  was  noticeably  down-curved.  The  legs  were  blackish  and  relatively  long,  somewhat  reminis¬ 
cent  of  a  Stilt  Sandpiper  (Calidris  himantopus).  The  bird  appeared  to  prefer  to  feed  in  shallow 
water  rather  than  on  the  mudflats,  and  it  frequented  several  pools  and  edges.  It  typically  fed  in  a 
manner  somewhat  similar  to  a  Stilt  Sandpiper,  methodically  jabbing  its  bill  into  the  water  in 
search  of  food.  No  call  notes  were  heard  during  the  time  of  our  observations. 
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Fortunately  the  Curlew  Sandpiper  remained  the  following  day,  and  it  was  seen  by  numer¬ 
ous  observers  from  throughout  the  region.  Photographs  clearly  identifying  the  bird  were  obtained 
late  on  the  morning  of  July  10th.  It  was  also  reported  by  K.O.S.  member  Wayne  Mason  on  the 
morning  of  July  1 1th,  but  was  not  seen  later  that  day  or  on  subsequent  visits.  Based  on  inspection 
of  photographs  and  figures  in  several  books,  we  believe  the  bird  was  an  adult  male.  In  fresh 
breeding  plumage,  the  breast  feathers  are  tipped  with  pale  edges  that  more  or  less  obscure  the 
deep  brick  red  color  of  the  feather  bases.  The  spectacular  color  of  this  bird  was  the  result  of  wear 
of  the  light  edgings,  and  is  apparently  typical  of  males  in  late  breeding  plumage  immediately 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  fall  molt  into  basic  plumage. 

This  represents  the  first  record  of  a  Curlew  Sandpiper  for  Kentucky,  and  one  of  only  a  few 
in  the  region.  This  species  is  a  resident  of  Eurasia,  nesting  in  Siberia  and  normally  wintering  from 
northern  Africa  eastward  through  southeast  Asia.  Small  numbers  may  nest  in  northern  Alaska,  and 
a  few  birds  turn  up  annually  during  migration  in  the  lower  United  States,  mostly  on  the  east  and 
west  coasts.  Although  a  few  birds  have  been  reported  in  spring,  most  eastern  United  States 
records  have  occurred  from  early  July  to  mid-August.  We  wish  to  thank  Michael  Bierly  of 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  for  reviewing  this  note  and  contributing  to  its  content.  —  BRAINARD 
PALMER-BALL,  JR.,  8207  Old  Westport  Road,  Louisville,  and  ROBERT  KLAPHEKE,  206 
Westwood  Drive,  Middletown. 


NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538.  Mike 
Stinson  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird  sightings  from  around  the 
state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 

K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund.  Persons 
that  need  money  ( i.e .,  up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting  research  on  birds  in  Kentucky 
should  contact  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund  Committee  c/o 
Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 
42101  for  a  set  of  guidelines  and  an  application  form. 

Mid-winter  Bird  Counts 

The  Mid-winter  Bird  Counts  should  be  conducted  between  Saturday,  December  17,  1994 
and  Monday,  January  2,  1995.  Compilers  of  past  counts  should  have  received  information  by 
now.  If  you  would  like  to  initiate  a  count,  write  or  call  (502-745-6005)  the  editor. 
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colonies. 


1995 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


3 


THE  FALL  SEASON,  1993 

Fred  M.  Busroe  and  Anne  L.  Stamm 

Precipitation  was  below  normal  throughout  the  region.  The  temperatures  were  above  nor¬ 
mal  during  the  season.  Based  on  the  number  of  observations  reported,  the  waterfowl  and  raptors 
were  slow  to  arrive  this  fall.  Shorebird  movement  may  have  over-flown  due  to  the  low  amount  of 
rain.  The  thrush  and  warbler  movements  were  apparently  rather  weak  or  at  least  very  scattered. 

Abbreviations:  BPS  =  Big  Pond  Sanctuary,  Grayson  County;  CF  =  Coates  Farm,  Nelson 
County;  CGNHP  =  Cumberland  Gap  National  Historical  Park.  Bell  County;  Dan  =  Danville, 
Boyle  County;  DD  =  Dix  Dam,  Mercer  County;  EBPP  =  East  Bend  Power  Plant,  Boone  County; 
Falls  =  Falls  of  Ohio,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County.  Han  =  Hanson,  Hopkins.  County;  HWMA  = 
Homestead  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Ohio  County;  JC  =  Jonathan  Creek.  Marshall  County; 
KL  =  Kentucky  Lake;  LBL  =  Land  Between  the  Lakes;  L9  =  Lake  No.  9,  Fulton  County,  LP  = 
Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County;  Lou  =  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  LWC  =  Louisville  Water 
Company,  Jefferson  County;  MCB  =  Mayfield  Creek  Bottoms,  Carlisle  County;  MC  =  Miller’s 
Creek,  Boone  County;  MCFH  =  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County:  SO  =  Silo  Overlook, 
LBL;  SWMA  =  Sloughs  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Henderson  County;  TI  =  Towhead  Island, 
Louisville. 

Common  Loon  —  14  at  TI.  November  24  (JB,  PB);  one  flew  overhead  at  CGNHP, 
November  26  (BS,  SS);  five  on  KL,  November  29  (CP).  Individual  sightings  in  other  areas  of  the 
state. 


Horned  Grebe  —  One  at  MCFH,  September  10  (LMc,  FB). 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  21  at  DD,  September  21  (FL,  WK):  600+  seen  from  SO, 
September  24  (CP);  100+  in  flight  over  BPS,  October  2  (HC,  KC);  105  on  Ohio  River,  Louisville, 
November  2  (FM). 

Least  Bittern  —  Five  at  MCB,  October  6  (CP). 

Great  Egret  —  Approximately  350  at  L9,  September  9  (CP). 

Snowy  Egret  —  12  at  L9,  September  9  (CP). 

Little  Blue  Heron  —  Approximately  200  at  L9,  September  9  (CP). 

Cattle  Egret  —  Eleven  in  Hickman  County  and  56  in  Fulton  County,  September  6  (CP). 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron  —  One  at  Falls,  August  6  and  four  at  Falls,  August  28  (JB, 

PB). 

Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  —  One  at  Falls,  August  6  (JB,  PB). 

Snow  Goose  —  25  (Blue  phase)  in  Ballard  County,  November  24  (MM). 

Green-winged  Teal  —  Several  seen  at  Petersburg.  Boone  County  farm  pond,  November 
24  (LMc);  10  on  Ohio  River  Basin,  Louisville,  on  November  25  (JB,  PB). 

Gadwall  —  Approximately  200  at  JC,  October  29  (CP);  40  at  LWC,  November  25  (JB, 

PB). 

Ring-necked  Duck  —  143  at  LP,  November  8  and  30  at  LP.  November  19  (JH). 

Surf  Scoter  —  Two  on  Ohio  River,  Louisville,  November  22  (JB.  PB). 

Ruddy  Duck  —  Three  on  LP.  November  8  and  19  (JH). 

Turkey  Vulture  —  60  to  80  present  at  BPS  throughout  November  (HC,  KC). 

Osprey  —  Two  at  MCFH,  September  10  (NKBC);  one  at  HWMA  (Island  Lake),  October 
12  and  November  19  (KC). 

Bald  Eagle  —  One  imm.  at  MCFH,  September  10  (NKBC);  one  imm.  at  West  Point, 
September  21  (DS). 
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Northern  Harrier  —  Six+  with  2  being  male  at  HWMA,  November  19  (HC,  KC). 

Broad-winged  Hawk  —  24  at  Pinnacle  Overlook,  CGNHP.  September  20  (BS). 

Rough-legged  Hawk  —  One  at  HWMA  (Island  Lake).  November  19  (HC.  KC). 

Peregrine  Falcon  —  One  at  Danville,  November  4.  These  are  seldom  seen  in  the  Danville 
Area  (FL). 

Merlin  —  One  at  Pinnacle  Overlook.  CGNHP,  September  20  (BS). 

Virginia  Rail  —  One  in  Calloway  County,  November  12.  Documentation  provided  (MM). 

Am.  Coot  —  Approximately  540.  October  20;  approximately  1100,  October  28;  approxi¬ 
mately  1200,  November  8;  approximately  1400,  November  19.  All  observations  on  LP  (JH). 

Sandhill  Crane  —  The  major  flight  was  on  November  24  with  the  following  observations. 
19  on  CF  (DC);  several  hundred  flying  over  Danville  (FL);  300  overhead  E.  of  Dan  (WK  fide  FL); 
200  over  Hart  County  (SK);  7  on  Green  Farm  Grayson  County  (MMc  fide  KC);  200  at  MCFH 
(FB). 

Shorebird  observations  were  light  throughout  the  entire  state. 

Piping  Plover  —  One  at  Falls.  August  5  (JB,  PB). 

Ruddy  Turnstone  —  Two  at  Falls,  August  5  (JP,  PB ). 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  —  One  at  Falls,  August  28  (JB,  PB). 

Ring-billed  Gull  —  Lower  than  normal  numbers,  along  Ohio  River  (Boone  and  Gallatin 
Counties)  (LMc);  400+  at  KL  (CP). 

Herring  Gull  —  Three  at  KL.  November  29  (CP). 

Gull-billed  Tern  —  One  at  Falls,  August  27  (JB,  PB). 

Caspian  Tern  —  Four  to  14  birds  at  Falls,  August  8-27,  with  greater  numbers  toward  the 
later  date  (JB,  PB). 

Common  Tern  —  One  at  MCFH.  September  10  (NKBC.  FB). 

Forster’s  Tern  —  Two  at  Falls.  August  5  and  28  (JB,  PB);  approximately  50  at  JC, 
October  29  (CP). 

Black  Tern  —  Eight  at  MCFH.  September  10  (NKBC.  FB). 

Short-eared  Owl  —  Two  at  HWMA,  Union  School  Road  November  19  (HC.  KC). 

Common  Nighthawk  —  75  over  Prospect  (Jefferson  County).  August  21  (FM).  Early 
October  small  flock  over  Danville  (WK  fide  FL). 

Chuck-will’s-Widow  —  One  heard  near  Hanson.  August  1  (D.  Hancock  fide  JH);  2  heard 
at  BPS,  August  7  (KC);  2  heard  at  Madisonville,  August  15  (JH). 

Ruby-th.  Hummingbird  —  Two  (last  date)  at  BPS.  October  3  (HC.  KC). 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  —  Below  normal  numbers  during  period  in  Danville  area 
(FL);  2  at  BPS.  November  10  (HC.  KC). 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee  —  One  present  at  BPS  until  October  31  (HC,  KC). 

Horned  Lark  —  Five  at  EBPP,  August  27  (LMc);  fewer  than  normal  for  the  period  in  the 
Danville  area  (FL). 

Winter  Wren  —  One  in  Danville,  October  20  (FL). 

Sedge  Wren  —  One  present  in  field  N.E.  of  Madisonville.  October  10  to  16  (JH). 

Marsh  Wren  —  Two  at  SWMA.  October  23  (DC). 
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Golden-cr.  Kinglet  —  5 1  at  CGNHP,  November  26  (BS,  SS). 

Thrush  observations,  one  here  and  one  there,  very  limited  observations. 

Am.  Pipit  —  24  in  E.  Jefferson  County,  November  24  (JB,  PB). 

Warblers  —  Poor  flight  mostly  single  bird  observations.  Very  low  numbers  of  only  the 
more  common  species  in  Danville  area  (FL). 

Golden-winged  Warbler  —  One  at  BPS,  August  27  (KC);  1  and  2  birds  at  Waverly  Park 
(Lou),  September  17  (JB,  PB);  one  at  CGNHP,  September  22  (BS). 

Tennessee  Warbler  —  Ten  was  the  high  count  at  MC,  September  21  (LMc). 

Orange-crowned  Warbler  —  Four  at  BPS,  October  24  (KC). 

Summer  Tanager  —  Four  birds  (male,  female  and  2  imm.)  were  present  at  BPS  until 
October  25  (KC). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  —  Two  at  Tom  Sawyer  Park  (JB,  PB),  two  in  Danville  (FL)  on 
October  1;  two  at  BPS,  October  2  (KC);  one  at  Madisonville,  October  4  and  13;  10  at  Middle  Creek 
(Boone  County)  one  of  the  group  was  a  partial  albino,  with  white  over  much  of  the  body,  October  8 
(LMc). 

Blue  Grosbeck  —  Two  singing  near  Madisonville,  August  1,  one  heard  near  Providence, 
August  1 1,  one  heard  on  Bean  Cemetery  Road,  Hopkins,  Co.,  August  21  (JH);  one  at  SWMA, 
October  23  (DC). 

Probably  the  feature  of  the  fall  has  been  the  scarcity  of  sparrows. 

Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  —  Two  at  SWMA,  October  23  (DC). 

Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  —  One  at  SWMA,  October  23  (DC). 

Lincoln's  Sparrow  —  One  at  Visitor’s  Center  CGHNP,  September  22  (BS). 

Purple  Finch  —  Only  report  for  the  region  from  Hanson,  November  16  (JH). 

Pine  Siskin  —  Only  report  was  a  flock  of  20  in  Hanson,  November  2  to  4  (JH). 

Evening  Grosbeak  —  One  at  BPS,  November  21  and  23  (KC). 

Contributors  -  Jane  Bell  (JB),  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  Herbert  Clay  (HC), 
Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Dona  Coates  (DC),  James  W.  Hancock  (JH),  William  Kemper  (WK),  Steve 
Kistler  (SK),  Frederick  W.  Loetscher  (FL),  Fred  Mansmith  (FM),  Mary  McGee  (MMc),  Lee 
McNeely  (LMc),  Mike  Miller  (MM),  Northern  Kentucky  Bird  Club  (NKBC),  Clell  Peterson 
(CP),  Anne  Stamm  (AS),  Barbara  Stedman  (BS),  Stephen  Stedman  (SS),  Donald  Summerfield 
(DS),  Bonnie  West  (BW). 

—  80  Green  Valley  Acres,  Morehead  40351  (Busroe),  and  9101  Spokane  Way,  Louisville 
40241  (Stamm). 


1994  SURVEY  OF  LEAST  TERN  NESTING  COLONIES 
IN  KENTUCKY 

Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 

The  Least  Tern  (Sterna  antillarum)  was  first  documented  nesting  in  Kentucky  in  the  late 
1930s  (Mengel  1965).  Since  then  nesting  has  been  confirmed  at  scattered  sites  on  the  Mississippi 
and  lower  Ohio  rivers.  More  recent  records  have  come  primarily  from  the  Mississippi,  and  prior 
to  1994  successful  nesting  had  not  been  documented  on  the  Ohio  River  since  the  early  1950s 
(Mengel  1965).  During  the  summer  of  1994,  the  Kentucky  State  Nature  Preserves  Commission 
(KSNPC)  conducted  a  survey  of  Least  Tern  nesting  colonies  within  Kentucky.  Other  than  partial 
surveys  by  the  Missouri  Department  of  Conservation  (MDC),  the  only  comparable  effort  that  had 
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ever  been  undertaken  previously  in  Kentucky  was  coordinated  between  KDFWR  and  KSNPC  in 
August  of  1984  (Evans  1984). 

Least  Terns  use  large  exposures  of  sand  and  gravel  for  nesting,  laying  their  eggs  in  shallow 
scrapes  in  the  substrate  (U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  1990).  Numbers  of  the  interior  race  (S. 
antillarum  athalassos)  have  decreased  significantly  in  the  past  century  due  to  habitat  alteration 
and  destruction  and  human  disturbance  (U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  1990).  In  response  to  the 
need  to  assure  that  the  Interior  Least  Tem  would  not  become  extinct,  it  was  listed  by  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  as  Endangered  on  June  27,  1985  (U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  1990). 
Since  that  time  much  research  has  been  conducted  on  nesting  populations  on  the  Mississippi 
River,  primarily  by  MDC.  Kentucky's  three  major  nesting  sites  have  been  partially  protected 
through  agreements  with  local  landowners,  who  have  allowed  MDC  to  post  the  sites  with  signs 
provided  by  KSNPC  and  the  Nongame  Wildlife  Program  of  the  Kentucky  Department  of  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Resources  (KDFWR). 

Determination  of  suitable  habitat 

Prior  to  the  initiation  of  field  surveys,  an  effort  was  made  to  identify  all  suitable  nesting 
habitat.  Rochelle  Renken,  a  biologist  with  MDC  was  contacted  for  assistance  in  locating  poten¬ 
tial  nesting  habitat  on  the  Mississippi  River.  She  provided  up-to-date  information  concerning  suit¬ 
able  sites  from  Cairo,  Illinois,  to  just  downstream  from  New  Madrid,  Missouri.  On  June  27,  1994, 
an  aerial  survey  was  conducted  for  suitable  nesting  habitat  on  the  lower  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers  using  a  fixed-wing  aircraft.  The  entire  length  of  the  Mississippi  River  in  Kentucky  was  i 
flown,  along  with  the  lower  Ohio  from  its  mouth  upstream  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  River. 
Suitable  habitat  was  marked  on  topographic  maps.  River  conditions  were  about  normal  on  both 
rivers,  allowing  for  accurate  assessment  of  habitat. 

Early  nest  surveys 

MDC  studies  have  shown  that  if  normal  water  levels  are  present,  nesting  activity  on  the 
Mississippi  River  occurs  in  two  distinct  peaks,  one  in  late  May  and  the  other  in  late  June  to  early 
July  (Smith  and  Renken  1990).  Surveys  undertaken  in  mid-June  and  mid-July  are  optimal  because 
they  catch  the  maximum  number  of  nests  immediately  prior  to  hatching.  Within  a  day  or  so  of 
hatching,  chicks  begin  dispersing  toward  shade  or  water,  and  nest  counts  quickly  become  unreli¬ 
able.  Although  late  nesting  involves  some  birds  that  have  lost  early  nests  due  to  predation  or  rises 
in  water  level,  many  late  nests  are  the  first  of  the  season  for  others,  especially  young  birds  that  are 
nesting  for  the  first  time  (R.  Renken,  pers.  comm.).  We  assumed  that  this  would  also  be  the  case 
on  the  lower  Ohio  River,  so  two  surveys  were  planned  on  each  river. 

KSNPC  staff  assisted  MDC  in  conducting  nest  count  surveys  at  several  Mississippi  River 
sites  on  June  18,  1994.  Due  to  ongoing  MDC  research  projects  at  the  three  main  Kentucky  sites 
(Mississippi  River  Mile  (MRM)  945,  930,  and  885),  we  did  not  conduct  counts  on  them.  At  the 
two  Kentucky  sites  we  visited,  nesting  was  confirmed  at  one  and  probable  at  the  other  (Table  1). 
Totals  in  Table  1  for  the  three  unvisited  sites  were  provided  by  MDC  and  represent  highest  counts 
made  during  their  mid-June  study  period. 

Timing  of  the  contract  did  not  allow  us  to  get  out  on  the  Ohio  River  in  mid-June,  but  KSNPC 
and  KDFWR  staff  checked  several  sites  between  Paducah  and  Smithland  Dam  on  the  afternoon 
of  June  27,  1994.  Nesting  was  confirmed  at  two  sites  in  Livingston  County  (Table  1 ).  On  June  28, 
1994,  we  continued  up  the  lower  Ohio,  checking  additional  sites.  Nesting  terns  were  located  at 
one  site  in  Union  County  (Table  1).  All  three  sites  where  Least  Terns  were  confirmed  nesting  on 
the  lower  Ohio  appeared  to  be  artificial  islands  created  by  dredge  spoil. 

At  least  217  active  Least  Tem  nests  were  counted  during  early  (mid-  to  late  June)  surveys 
conducted  by  MDC,  KSNPC  and  KDFWR.  At  most  sites,  chicks  that  had  already  moved  from 
nests  were  observed,  but  they  were  not  included  in  nest  counts.  At  one  site,  the  spoil  island  near 
Curlew,  LInion  County,  a  nest  survey  was  not  conducted  because  there  were  so  many  chicks  pre¬ 
sent.  It  was  feared  that  conducting  a  survey  might  cause  mortality,  and  we  could  find  no  birds  that 
appeared  to  be  incubating  as  we  watched  the  island  by  boat.  At  only  one  site,  the  head  of  Middle 
Bar.  did  we  suspect  nesting  but  could  not  locate  a  nest  or  chicks. 

Late  nest  surveys 

KSNPC  staff  conducted  surveys  of  the  lower  Ohio  and  Mississippi  river  sites  where  nesting 
had  been  documented  in  June,  and  checked  additional  sites  on  the  Mississippi  River  that  had  been 
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Point,  Fulton  County  (MRM  884.5-888.0)  Rochelle  Renken)  from  1-30  per  bar);  scattered  small  to  medium¬ 

sized  chicks  seen  on  some;  numerous  flying 
juveniles  also  observed 
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identified  during  the  late-June  overflight.  Late  nesting  attempts  were  documented  at  only  one  site 
on  the  lower  Ohio,  but  chicks  and  flying  juveniles  were  still  present  at  all  three  sites  there  (Table 
1 ).  On  the  Mississippi  River  late  nests  were  documented  at  five  sites,  and  reproduction  was  con¬ 
firmed  at  two  others  based  on  the  presence  of  chicks  incapable  of  flight  (Table  1 ).  Only  one  of 
these  sites,  Kentucky  Point,  had  not  been  visited  by  KSNPC  or  MDC  in  June. 

At  least  154  active  nests  were  counted  during  late  (mid-July)  surveys  conducted  by  KSNPC. 
At  most  sites  chicks  were  observed  that  had  already  moved  from  nests,  but  these  were  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  nest  count  totals.  At  one  site.  Kentucky  Point  in  Fulton  County,  the  presence  of  chicks  was 
the  sole  evidence  of  nesting,  so  an  accurate  nest  count  was  not  available. 

Discussion 

It  was  suspected  that  the  timing  of  nesting  on  the  lower  Ohio  River  might  lag  slightly  behind 
nesting  on  the  Mississippi,  but  by  June  27  many  chicks  had  already  hatched  and  moved  from  nest 
scrapes.  For  this  reason,  nest  counts  were  probably  a  little  low.  At  the  Union  County  site,  an  esti¬ 
mate  of  nests  had  to  be  based  on  the  number  of  chicks  because  it  appeared  that  all  or  most  eggs 
had  hatched. 

Survey  work  indicated  that  it  is  likely  that  more  than  400  Least  Tern  nests  were  initiated  in 
Kentucky  in  1994,  but  because  a  comparable  survey  has  never  been  undertaken  in  Kentucky  (the 
1984  KDFWR/KSNPC  survey  involved  only  late  nests),  we  have  no  baseline  with  which  to  com¬ 
pare  the  1994  data.  The  number  of  nests  on  the  Mississippi  River  seems  to  vary  annually  accord¬ 
ing  to  data  summarized  by  MDC  for  1985-89  (Smith  and  Renken  1990).  In  years  of  fairly  nor¬ 
mal  water  levels  (1986-88),  nest  counts  on  the  Mississippi  were  219,  197,  and  1 15,  respectively; 
however,  these  totals  do  not  include  renesting  attempts  following  early  failures.  The  1994  total  of 
269  nests  on  the  Mississippi  River  includes  possible  renesting  efforts.  Based  on  surveys  under¬ 
taken  by  MDC  in  the  last  10  years,  it  appears  that  year-to-year  comparisons  are  meaningless  given 
variation  in  survey  coverage  and  water  levels  (Smith  and  Renken  1990).  It  is  believed  that  other 
than  the  possible  low  counts  at  one  or  two  of  the  MDC  study  sites,  the  1994  survey  was  relative¬ 
ly  thorough. 

Successful  nesting  had  not  been  documented  on  the  Ohio  River  in  more  than  40  years,  and 
the  only  confirmation  of  nesting  has  come  from  1986,  when  two  active  nests  in  Livingston 
County  were  destroyed  by  high  water  (T.  Siemsen,  pers.  comm.).  It  is  likely  that  terns  have  nest¬ 
ed,  at  least  periodically,  on  the  lower  Ohio  River  in  recent  years,  but  that  they  have  gone  unde¬ 
tected.  Because  the  Ohio  River  is  maintained  at  a  relatively  stable  summer  pool  level,  nest  sites 
actually  may  be  more  secure  from  inundation  than  Mississippi  River  sites.  For  this  reason,  the 
three  Ohio  River  sites  where  nesting  occurred  in  1994  may  be  relatively  important  in  some  years 
when  the  Mississippi  River  rises  during  the  nesting  season.  It  is  possible,  for  example,  that  nest¬ 
ing  was  very  successful  on  the  lower  Ohio  River  in  1993  when  the  Mississippi  River  was  in  flood. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  following  individuals  for  their  assistance  in  conducting  field  surveys  for 
nesting  Least  Terns:  Traci  Wethington  (KDFWR),  Darby  Dougherty,  Rob  Klein,  Stephen  Walker, 
and  Deborah  White  (KSNPC),  and  Rochelle  Renken  (MDC).  This  survey  was  accomplished 
using  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  funds  available  through  Section  6  of  the 
Endangered  Species  Act.  The  contract  was  administered  by  the  Nongame  Wildlife  Program  of  the 
Kentucky  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources. 
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MID-WINTER  BIRD  COUNT 
1994-1995 

Reports  of  23  counts  were  received  from  across  the  state.  A  total  of  12  I  species  was  record¬ 
ed  on  count  days,  1 12  of  which  are  represented  on  the  table.  Those  species  observed  on  count 
days  that  are  not  represented  on  the  table  include:  White-winged  Scoter  ( I,  Louisville),  Ruddy 
Duck  ( I ,  Land  Between  the  Lakes),  Prairie  Falcon  ( 1 .  Paradise),  Lesser  Yellowlegs  ( 1 .  Olmstead), 
Long-eared  Owl  (1,  Paradise),  Selasphorus  hummingbird  (1,  Louisville),  Marsh  Wren  (I. 
Paradise),  Common  Yellowthroat  (1,  Green  River  Lake),  and  Brewer's  Blackbird  ( 1,  Olmstead). 
No  additional  species  were  added  by  observations  made  during  the  count  week.  There  were  two 
additional  species  observed  this  year  compared  with  last.  Only  eight  species  were  observed  on 
every  count  and  nine  species  only  on  one  count.  The  overall  total  number  of  individuals  on  the 
table  includes  those  individuals  not  represented  on  the  table. 

Approximately  two-thirds  of  the  counts  were  conducted  either  at  the  beginning  or  the  end 
of  the  count  period.  The  average  low  temperatures  for  given  count  days  ranged  from  1 5°F  to  43°F 
and  the  highs  between  35°F  to  50°F.  These  temperatures  were  fairly  mild  and  consistent  with  last 
year's  temperatures  during  this  time  period.  Also,  consistent  with  last  year,  the  number  of  water- 
fowl  was  down.  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  numbers  were  back  to  normal.  American  Robin  and 
Cedar  Waxwing  numbers  dropped  considerably  compared  with  last  year,  perhaps  due  to  the  lack 
of  food.  Despite  the  ice  and  snowstorms  last  winter.  Eastern  Bluebird  numbers  appeared  to 
remain  relatively  constant.  The  fact  that  stragglers  of  several  species,  such  as  White-eyed  Vireo, 
House  Wren,  and  Common  Yellowthroat,  and  that  waterfowl  and  northern  finch  numbers 
remained  low  was  indicative  of  the  influence  of  the  mild  winter  weather.  Purple  Finch  numbers 
continued  to  remain  very  low.  As  always,  definitive  conclusions  regarding  short  term  population 
trends  based  on  results  of  these  counts  are  not  possible.  Other  observations  of  interest  can  be 
found  in  the  comments  accompanying  the  description  for  each  count. 

Thanks  are  sincerely  extended  to  all  participants,  particularly  those  who  submitted  verifica¬ 
tion  forms  for  unusual  sightings  and  those  who  included  interesting  comments  about  their  counts. 
In  order  to  be  included  in  the  count  and  considered  for  state  record  status,  documentation  needs 
to  be  considered  by  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee  (KBRC)  for  unusual  sightings. 

Calloway  County  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Douglas  Cemetery.) 
Habitat  20%  lake  shore  and  streams,  20%  deciduous  and  pine  woods,  25%  urban  and  residential, 
35%  open  fields  and  pastures.  Dec.  3 1 ;  6:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Sky  cloudy,  misty;  temp.  48°F.  Rain 
off  and  on.  12  observers  in  7  parties.  Total  party-hours  41  (14  on  foot,  27  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  270.5  ( 1 1.5  on  foot,  259  by  car).  Total  species  84;  total  individuals  6,756. 

Observers:  Wally  Brines,  Hap  Chambers  (compiler),  Joe  Tom  Erwin,  Rick  Hokans,  Ruth 
Jacquot.  Sally  Leedom,  Mike  Miller,  Clell  Peterson,  Lawrence  Philpot,  Lou  Ann  Philpot,  Shari 
Sherwood,  and  Tommy  Sherwood. 

Land  Between  the  Lakes  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Pisgah  Bay 
picnic  ground.)  Habitat  as  described  in  American  Birds,  1984.  Dec.  17;  6:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Sky  clear;  temp.  45°  to  56°F;  wind  SW,  0-5  m.p.h.  15  observers  in  8  parties.  Total  party  hours 
57.5  (23  on  foot,  34.5  by  car).  Total  party-miles  375.5  (21  on  foot,  354.5  by  car).  Total  species 
86;  total  individuals  8,820. 

Observers:  Wally  Brines,  Hap  Chambers,  Joe  Tom  Erwin,  Lee  Gentile,  Bob  Head,  Rick 
Hokans,  Carl  Mowery  (compiler),  Kathy  Mowery,  Clell  Peterson,  Lawrence  Philpot,  Ed  Ray, 
Shari  Sherwood,  Tommy  Sherwood,  Henry  Yacek,  and  Paul  Yambert. 

Rains  that  caused  lakes  to  rise  and  warm  temperatures  both  contributed  to  low  waterfowl 
numbers,  low  gull  numbers  and  no  shorebirdsl!  The  Bald  Eagle  numbers  were  19  adults  and  7 
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immatures.  An  additional  30  duck  spp.  and  89  gull  spp.  were  observed,  but  not  included  on  the 
table.  Also,  three  Accipiter  spp.  were  observed  on  the  count  day. 

Marion  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Forest  Grove.)  Habitat  open, 
woods  and  river.  Jan.  1;  6:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Sky  cloudy  to  clear  in  afternoon;  temp.  30°  to 
40°F;  wind  N,  5  m.p.h.  2  observers  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  8  (5  on  foot,  3  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  26  (2  on  foot.  24  by  car).  Total  species  28;  total  individuals. 

Observers:  C.L.  Frazer  (compiler),  and  Jim  Frazer. 

Sorgho  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  279-S  and  Audubon  Parkway.) 
Habitat  river,  creek  and  river  bottoms,  farms,  plowed  fields,  fish  farm  ponds  and  woods.  Dec.  3 1 ; 
8:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  Sky  overcast,  occasional  drizzle;  temp.  40°  to  47°F;  wind  0  m.p.h.  15 
observers  in  7  parties.  Total  party-hours  32.5  ( 14  on  foot,  18.5  by  car).  Total  party-miles  192  ( 16 
on  foot,  176  by  car).  Total  species  48;  total  individuals  10,388. 

Observers:  Pat  Augenstein.  Mike  Brown.  Brenda  Eaden,  Tony  Eaden.  Joe  Ford,  Neal 
Hayden,  Janet  Howard  (compiler),  John  Humphreys,  Joyce  Porter,  Bert  Powell,  Millie  Powell. 
Tom  Stevenson,  Marilee  Thompson,  L.E.  Wilson  and  Elinor  Wilson. 


Ten  Northern  Bobwhite  were  observed  during  the  count  week. 


Yelvington  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  intersection  of  KY  405  and 
662.)  Habitat  farms  and  roadside  ditches,  same  as  in  past  years.  Dec.  17;  8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
Sky  partly  cloudy  with  some  sunshine;  temp.  43°  to  50°F;  wind  5-10  m.p.h.  13  observers  in  5  par¬ 
ties.  Total  party-hours  30  (10  on  foot,  20  by  car).  Total  party-miles  76  (16  on  foot,  60  by  car). 
Total  species  78;  total  individuals  4,31 1. 

Observers:  Pat  Augenstein,  Marty  Brown,  Mike  Brown,  Chuck  Davis,  Sharon  Davis.  Tony 
Eaden,  Neal  Hayden,  Jan  Howard.  Jody  Jones,  A.L.  Powell  (compiler),  Marvin  Ray  and  Maudie 
Ray. 

Habitat  consisted  of  creek  bottoms,  several  farms,  Ohio  River  bottoms.  Carpenter's  and 
Kingfisher  lakes,  Yellowcreek  Park,  a  large  golf  course,  and  several  small  lakes  and  sand  pits.  Of 
great  note  is  the  sighting  of  the  Bald  Eagle  on  the  Ohio  River  at  the  old  Rockport  ferry  (Maceo. 
Kentucky)  by  Mike  Brown.  The  Peregrine  Falcon  was  found  on  the  Rockport  Ferry  Road.  Always 
of  great  importance  is  the  feeder  report  and  the  feeders  of  Marty  Brown,  Millie  Powell  and 
Maudie  Ray  yielded  a  variety  of  species  and  added  greatly  to  the  count.  Two  Accipiter  spp.  were 
observed  on  the  count  day. 

Hancock  County  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Patesville.)  Habitat 
woodland,  open  fields,  and  creek  bottom.  Dec.  29;  7:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  34° 
to  44°F;  wind  S,  5  m.p.h.  2  observers  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  8  (7  on  foot.  I  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  20  (5  on  foot.  15  by  car).  Total  species  15;  total  individuals  75. 


Observers:  Roseann  Radzelovage  (compiler)  and  Walter  Radzelovage. 


Olmstead  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Junction  of  KY  1041  and  KY 
1151.  six  miles  southwest  of  Russellville,  Kentucky.)  Habitat  about  75%  cultivation  type  farm¬ 
land,  the  remaining  habitat  includes  blocks  of  deciduous  woods,  fence  rows,  pasture,  grown-up 
fields,  open  water  and  developed  areas.  Dec.  23;  6:50  a.m.  to  4: 15  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  35°  to 
50°F;  wind  N,  10-20  m.p.h.  Cold  front  pushed  through  about  7:30  a.m.  causing  wind.  3  observers 
in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  9.25  (1.5  on  foot,  7.75  by  car).  Total  party-miles  79.5  (2.25  on  foot, 
77.25  by  car).  Total  species  51;  total  individuals  2,099. 

Observers:  John  Allpress,  Don  Bennett,  and  Mark  Bennett  (compiler). 

Few  birds  were  flying  due  to  cold,  strong  winds  until  approximately  2:00  p.m. 
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Paradise  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1993.)  Habitat 
as  described  in  1993.  Jan.  2;  5:15  a.m.  to  6:30  p.m.  Sky  clear;  temp.  15°  to  35°F;  wind  NW,  5-10 
m.p.h.  Water  mostly  open.  7  observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  26  ( 1 1  on  foot.  15  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  144.5  (7  on  foot,  137.5  by  car).  Total  species  84;  total  individuals  19,165. 

Observers:  Mark  Bennett,  Joe  Caminiti,  Kathy  Caminiti,  Herbert  Clay,  Kathryn  Clay,  Lee 
McNeely,  and  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (compiler). 

Weather  conditions  were  good  and  the  species  total  was  excellent  given  the  general  lack  of 
waterfowl  and  below  average  number  of  participants.  Raptor  totals  were  comparable  to  those  of 
previous  years.  The  Long-eared  Owl  was  found  at  a  new  location  not  far  from  the  previous  years's 
site  in  Muhlenberg  County.  The  total  of  16  Short-eared  Owls  was  incomplete.  Other  highlights 
included  the  Prairie  Falcon  (back  apparently  the  seventh  year  in  a  row),  the  Marsh  Wren  (a  third 
winter  record  for  the  state  and  the  first  for  January),  and  five  Pine  Warblers. 

Bowling  Green  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  centerThree  Springs,  six  miles 
south  of  Bowling  Green.)  Habitat  deciduous  forest  20%,  fields  and  pastures  70%,  and  town  and 
parks  10%.  Dec.  18;  7:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Sky  overcast;  temp.  33°  to  42°F;  wind  NW,  10-15 
m.p.h.  9  observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  22.5  (8  on  foot,  14  by  car).  Total  party-miles  99 
(6.5  on  foot,  92.5  by  car).  Total  species  59;  total  individuals  6,664. 

Observers:  Clint  Blankenship,  Lester  Doyle,  Blaine  Ferrell  (compiler),  Dick  Lord,  Wayne 
Mason,  Alice  Rowe,  Marvin  Russell,  Nancy  Russell,  and  Herbert  E.  Shadowen. 

Mammoth  Cave  National  Park  (Center  and  habitat  as  described  in  1980.)  Dec. 19;  7:00 
a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  Sky  mostly  sunny;  temp.  24°  to  40°F;  wind  E.  0-5  m.p.h.  2  observers  in  1  party. 
Total  party-hours  7.5  (4.5  on  foot,  3.0  by  car).  Total  party-miles  57  (5  on  foot,  52  by  car).  Total 
species  38  total  individuals  513. 

Observers:  Clint  Blankenship  and  Blaine  Ferrell  (compiler). 

The  highlight  of  the  count  was  the  adult  Bald  Eagle  at  First  Creek. 

Glasgow  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1986.)  Habitat 
as  described  in  1986.  Dec.  27;  7:00  a.m.  to  4: 15  p.m.  Sky  clear;  temp.  28°  to  52°F;  wind  W,  5-10 
m.p.h.  (early  morning);  0-5  m.p.h.  for  rest  of  the  day.  Heavy  fog  early;  lifted  by  10:00  a.m.  7 
observers  in  5  parties.  Total  party-hours  32  (18  on  foot,  14  by  car).  Total  party  miles  59.2  (12.5 
on  foot,  46.7  by  car).  Total  species  52;  total  individuals  6,097. 

Observers:  Clint  Blankenship,  Marquita  Gillenwater,  Howard  Malcolm,  Francis  Jones, 
Wayne  M.  Mason  (compiler),  Billie  Mae  Moore  and  Russell  Starr. 

Heavy  boat  traffic,  due  to  unseasonably  warm  weather,  chased  waterfowl  off  the  lake. 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  are  becoming  more  common  each  winter.  It  was  discouraging  to  see  so  few 
sparrows,  and  no  sapsuckers  nor  Brown  Creepers. 

Falls  of  Rough  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Short  Creek,  Kentucky.) 
Habitat  woodland,  river  bottoms,  cultivated  fields.  Rough  River  Lake,  streams,  watershed  lakes, 
ponds  and  old  fields,  and  yard  feeders.  Dec.  18;  8:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Sky  overcast;  temp.  35° 
to  31°F;  wind  blustery  a.m.  to  calm  at  the  end  of  the  day.  Very  little  variation  in  temperature  due 
to  the  overcast  sky.  7  observers  in  5  parties.  Total  party-hours  25  (7.5  on  foot,  17.5  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  144  (3  on  foot,  141  by  car).  Total  species  57;  total  individuals  2,142. 

Observers:  Herbert  Clay,  Jr.,  Katherine  Clay,  Tony  Eaden,  Neal  Hayden.  Joyce  Porter  (com¬ 
piler),  Doralee  St.  Clair  and  Wavy  Young. 

Owling  done  by  compiler  5:00  a.m.  to  6: 15  a.m.  and  again  6:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m.  produced 
no  owls,  notable  because  on  previous  counts  I  have  had  owls.  The  only  place  that  had  owls  was 
Big  Pond  Sanctuary. 
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Hart  County  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  same  as  in  1992.)  Habitat 
as  1992.  Dec.  1 7;  6:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Sky  mostly  sunny;  wind;  light.  6  observers  in  2  parties. 
Total  party-hours  11  (6  on  foot,  5  by  car).  Total  party-miles  80  (5  on  foot,  75  by  car).  Total  species 
50;  total  individuals  2,281. 

Observer:  Steve  Kistler  (compiler). 


Green  River  Lake  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Green  River 
Memorial  Baptist  Church,  Taylor  County,  Kentucky.)  Habitat  Green  River.  Green  River  Lake,  j 
Campbellsville  Sportsman  Lake,  lawns,  farm  fields,  woods  and  brushy  fields.  Dec.  29;  7:00  a.m. 
to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  overcast;  temp.  34°  to  45°F;  wind  5-20  rn.p.h.  5  observers  in  3  parties.  Total 
party-hours  24.5  (12.5  on  foot,  12  by  car).  Total  party-miles  126  (1 1  on  foot,  1 15  by  car).  Total 
species  67;  total  individuals  4,238. 

Observers:  Richard  Cassell,  Lloyd  Curry  (compiler),  Richie  Kessler,  Bainard  Palmer  Ball, 

Jr.,  and  Rich  Sodano. 


One  adult  and  two  immature  Bald  Eagles  were  observed.  Also,  two  Accipiter  spp.  were 
observed. 


Otter  Creek  Park  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1972.)  I 
Habitat  brushy  fields  20%,  woodlands  20%,  farmlands  30%,  park  area  and  residential  15%,  I 
ponds,  creeks  and  river  15%.  Dec.  17;  8:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  partly  cloudy  to  clear;  temp. 

39°  to  49°F;  wind  N,  6-12  rn.p.h.  9  observers  in  5  parties.  Total  party-hours  36.5  (12.5  on  foot, 

24  by  car).  Total  party-miles  253  (12.5  on  foot,  240.5  by  car).  Total  species  47;  total  individuals 
1 .449. 

Observers:  Mary  Bauer,  Frank  H.  Krull,  John  Krull,  Celia  Lawrence,  Joyce  Metzer,  Doxie 
Noonan,  Jim  Pasikowski,  Helga  Schutte,  and  Anne  Stamm  (compiler). 

This  was  the  poorest  count  since  January  1,  1958  when  46  species  of  birds  were  recorded, 
with  a  total  of  2,237  individual  birds.  All  group  leaders  felt  that  birds  were  unusually  scarce  and 
difficult  to  find.  Loons,  grebes,  and  ducks  were  entirely  absent  from  Doe  Valley  Lake.  Cedar 
Waxwings  were  absent,  while  last  year  the  species  reached  an  all  time  high  count  of  699.  Only 
four  species  of  sparrows  were  found  and  were  in  low  numbers,  except  the  Song  Sparrow. 


Bernheim  Forest  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1974.) 
Habitat  as  described  in  1974.  Dec.  26;  7:00  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy  to  partly  cloudy;  temp. 
28°  to  38°F;  wind  NE.  0-5  rn.p.h.  Fog  and  haze  obscured  visibility  in  most  areas  all  day.  9 
observers  in  4  parties.  Total  party-hours  27.5  (13.5  on  foot,  14  by  car).  Total  party-miles  217.5 
(5.5  on  foot,  212  by  car).  Total  species  64;  total  individuals  3,382. 

Observers:  Mary  Bill  Bauer,  Jackie  Elmore,  Marcus  Feldkoetter,  Chuck  Hatten,  Bryan 
Lewis,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (compiler),  Don  Parker,  Ed  Toone  111,  Ed  Toone  IV. 

Low  clouds  and  haze  persisted  throughout  the  day  over  most  of  the  count  circle.  Waterfowl 
and  winter  finches  were  practically  non-existent,  and  numbers  of  sparrows  were  uncharacteristi¬ 
cally  low  for  this  count,  even  for  the  lack  of  much  suitable  habitat.  The  species  total  (64)  was 
about  average  and  one  higher  than  last  year.  Highlights  of  the  count  were  lingering  summer  res¬ 
idents  including  an  Eastern  Phoebe,  at  least  one  House  Wren,  and  a  White  eyed  Vireo.  The  latter 
is  the  first  winter  record  for  Kentucky.  All  three  of  these  birds  were  located  within  a  mile  of  one 
another  along  the  protected  ravine  of  Wilson  Creek  adjacent  to  the  southern  end  ot  the  Forest.  The 
Bald  Eagle  was  an  immature. 


Louisville  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Jet.  Hwys  42  and  22,  as 
described  in  1972.)  Habitat  as  described  in  1972.  Dec.  18:  8:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy; 
temp.  35°  to  44°F;  wind  NW,  24  rn.p.h.  Very  light  snow.  31  observers  in  14  parties,  plus  one  feed¬ 
er  watcher.  Total  party-hours  85.25  (3.5.5  on  foot,  49.75  by  car).  Total  party-miles  614.5  (40.5  on 
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foot,  574  by  car).  Total  species  82;  total  individuals  34,791. 

Observers:  Garrett  Adams,  Win  Ahrens,  Mary  Bill  Bauer,  Jane  Bell  and  Pat  Bell  (compil¬ 
ers),  Marie  Blahnik,  Roland  Blahnik,  Dona  Coates.  Steve  Figg,  Chuck  Hatten,  Wayne  Hinkle, 
Bob  Johnson,  Cheryl  Jones,  Frank  Krull,  John  Krull,  Tim  Love,  Coleen  Mansmith,  Fred 
Mansmith.  Barbara  McFarland,  Jim  McFarland,  Burt  Monroe  111,  Mark  Monroe.  Dot  Muntan, 
Doxie  Noonan,  Martha  Pike,  Bob  Quaife,  Lene  Rauth,  Helga  Schutte,  Carol  Stover,  Midge  Susie, 
and  Scottie  Theiss. 

Even  though  the  number  of  species  and  individuals  was  up  from  last  year,  most  participants 
felt  that  there  were  fewer  birds  to  be  found.  Carolina  Wrens  and  Northern  Mockingbird  numbers 
were  down,  maybe  due  to  the  severe  weather  last  January.  Warm  fall  weather  kept  two  Gray 
Catbirds  and  a  Selcisphorus  species  in  the  area.  Extra  special  birds  were  the  eight  Surf  Scoters, 
one  White-winged  Scoter,  and  89  Hooded  Mergansers. 

Shelbyville  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  three  quarters  of  a  mile  south 
of  U.S.  60  and  Guist  Creek  Lake  on  KY  714.)  Habitat  elevation  640'- 1 190'.  farmland,  fallow  land, 
suburban,  wooded  and  grassland.  Dec.  27;  7:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Sky  very  foggy  and  cloudy  in 
a.m.  to  clearing  in  p.m.;  temp.  30°  to  40°F;  wind  SE,  5  m.p.h.  Fog  so  thick  it  iced  trees,  visibili¬ 
ty  was  poor  in  a.m.  7  observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  21.5  (2  on  foot.  19.5  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  225  ( I  on  foot,  224  by  car).  Total  species  44;  total  individuals  2,326. 

Observers:  Iris  Brown,  Joan  Brown,  Todd  Brown,  W.H.  Brown  (compiler),  James 
Derryberry  and  Margaret  Derryberry  and  D.E.  Snyder. 

Frankfort  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1972.)  Habitat 
as  described  in  1977.  Dec.  17;  7: 15  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  mostly  cloudy;  temp.  48°  to  49°F;  wind 
SW,  16-20  m.p.h.  Trace  of  rain  during  pre-dawn  hours.  12  observers  in  8  parties.  Total  party- 
hours  30.75  (15.5  on  foot,  15.25  by  car).  Total  party-miles  194.5  ( 12  on  foot,  182.5  by  car).  14.5 
hours  at  feeders.  Total  species  45;  total  individuals  2,484. 

Observers:  Stuart  Butler,  James  Derryberry.  Margaret  Derryberry,  Jim  Durell,  Peggy  Gould 
(Compiler),  Ralph  Gould,  Pat  Hankla,  Scott  Hankla,  Virginia  Honaker,  Margaret  LaFontaine, 
Susan  Laurenson.  and  Tim  Williams. 

Food  was  not  as  plentiful  as  usual,  with  some  euonomous,  poison  ivy,  and  bittersweet. 
Robins  were  found  eating  holly  berries. 

Kleber  Wildlife  Management  Area  (all  points  within  a  1 5-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as 
described  in  1972.)  Habitat  as  described  in  1972.  Jan.  1 ;  7: 15  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp. 
25°  to  47°F;  wind  NW,  19-27  m.p.h.  Intermittent  rain,  sleet,  and  snow  throughout  the  day.  6 
observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  22.5  (8.5  on  foot,  14  by  car).  Total  party  miles  196.5  (8.5 
on  foot,  188  by  car).  Total  species  36;  total  individuals  1,503. 

Observers:  Horace  Brown,  James  Derryberry.  Margaret  Derryberry,  Jim  Durell,  Peggy 
Gould  (compiler),  and  Ralph  Gould. 

All  water  was  in  good  supply  and  adequate  food  was  present  (holly,  corn  in  fields). 

Danville  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Boyle  County  Courthouse.) 
Habitat  water/edge  15.2%,  urban  3.9%,  cultivated  12.9%,  field/fence  36.6%,  wood/edge  28.9%, 
feeder  2.5%.  Dec.  17;  8:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Sky  partly  cloudy  to  clear;  temp.  41°  to  50°F;  wind 
S,  5  m.p.h.  28  observers  in  9  parties.  Total  party-hours  68  (17  on  foot.  51  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  714  ( 18  on  foot,  696  by  car).  Total  species  69;  total  individuals  14,371. 

Observers:  Ed  Caldwell,  Bob  Corcoran,  Lois  Corcoran,  Ginny  Eklund,  Neil  Eklund  (com¬ 
piler),  Martha  Foster,  JoAnn  Hamm,  Michael  Hamm,  Mrs.  West  T.  Hill,  Lee  Hoaglund,  Mort 
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Hoagiund,  Tom  Kearns,  J.W.  Kemper,  F.W.  Loetscher,  Dan  W.  MacDonald,  Charlie  Martin.  Scott 
Mello,  Eric  Mount,  Jack  Newton,  Alex  Nichols,  John  B.  Nichols,  Rob  Pendygraft.  Herb  Petitjean, 
Jack  Pogue,  Lee  Russell.  Joan  V.G.  Smith,  Chris  Strecker,  and  Betty  Ullrich. 

Three  Accipiter  spp.  and  61  sparrow  spp.  were  observed.  In  addition.  Lesser  Yellowlegs 
were  observed  during  the  count  week. 

Burlington  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  near  Camp  Michaels.) 
Habitat  as  described  in  1992.  Dec  31;  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Sky  overcast;  temp.  42°  to  49°F; 
wind  S,  6-10  m.p.h.  Intermittent  light  rain  throughout  the  day.  18  observers  in  5  parties.  Total 
party-hours  31  (Mon  foot.  1 7  by  car).  Total  party-miles  197  ( 1 0  on  foot.  1 87  by  car).  Total  species 
58;  total  individuals  2,868. 

Observers:  P.T.  Barrington,  Peggy  Barrington.  Brenda  Bellamy,  John  Bellamy.  Vivian  Brun, 
Joe  Caminiti,  Joey  Caminiti,  Kathy  Caminiti,  Elaine  Carroll.  Marjorie  Hill.  Lee  McNeely  (com¬ 
piler).  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  Karen  Puckett,  Katie  Raverty.  Maggie  Raverty,  Pat  Raverty, 
Tommy  Stephens,  and  Gene  Wolfe. 

Weather  kept  bird  numbers  low  throughout  the  day.  Best  finds  were  two  Loggerhead 
Shrikes  and  two  Savannah  Sparrows. 

Warsaw  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Gallatin  County  courthouse.) 
Habitat  as  described  inl992.  Dec.  17;  6:30  a.m.  to  5:45  p.m.  Sky  overcast  in  a.m..  clear  in  p.m.; 
temp.  42°  to  48°F;  wind  W.  8-1  2  m.p.h.  1 1  observers  in  4  parties.  Total  party  hours  36  ( 13  on  foot, 
23  by  car).  Total  party-miles  286  (7  on  foot,  279  by  car).  Total  species  66;  total  individuals  7,888. 

Observers:  P.T.  Barrington.  Joe  Caminiti,  Joey  Caminiti,  Kathy  Caminiti,  Granville  Cary, 
Richard  Cassell,  Kevin  Flowers,  Frank  Lewandowski,  Lee  McNeely  (compiler),  Brainard  Palmer- 
Ball.  Jr.,  and  Tommy  Stephens. 

Unusual  finds  included  two  Surf  Scoters  on  the  Ohio  River  above  Markland  Dam  along  the 
Indiana  shore,  an  Osprey  at  Craig's  Creek,  and  a  House  Wren.  Notable  by  their  high  numbers 
were  1 13  Black  Vultures  and  1 1 1  Wild  Turkeys. 
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BOOK  REVIEW 


THE  BIRDS  OF  KENTUCKY,  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.  with  paintings  by  William  Zimmerman, 
Bloomington,  Indiana:  Indiana  University  Press,  1994,  145  pages,  51  paintings,  index  and  bibliogra¬ 
phy,  $49.95  with  a  special  discount  for  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  members. 

It  is  no  coincidence  that  The  Birds  of  Kentucky  bears  the  same  name  as  the  1 965  classic  on 
species  occurrences  written  by  Robert  M.  Mengel.  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.  was  a  close  friend  of  Mengel's 
and  respected  his  ornithological  work.  Despite  Monroe's  national  and  international  status  as  an  out¬ 
standing  ornithologist,  he  devoted  a  large  portion  of  his  time  studying  the  avifauna  of  Kentucky.  This 
book  is  a  much  needed  continuation  of  the  ornithological  legacy  of  Mengel  and  is  a  welcome  edition 
for  those  who  have  followed  bird  population  trends  in  Kentucky. 

Beginning  with  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  fascinating  history  of  ornithological  study  in  Kentucky 
and  a  description  of  the  physiographic  regions  of  the  state  as  they  relate  to  avifauna  distribution, 
Monroe  moves  immediately  into  species  accounts.  The  accounts  of  the  occurrence  of  all  345  bird 
species  on  the  official  state  list  are  thorough,  follow  the  format  of  The  Annotated  Checklist  of  the  Birds 
of  Kentucky,  and  include  disclaimers  of  previous  spurious  documentation’s.  In  addition  to  accounts  of 
dates  and  places  of  species  occurrences  and  numbers,  the  book  includes  comments  on  behavior,  breed¬ 
ing  biology,  preferred  habitats  and  distinguishing  field  marks.  A  reader  can  get  a  sense  of  population 
trends  in  Kentucky  avifauna  through  the  accounts  of  the  changes  in  distribution  and  levels  of  occur¬ 
rence  of  certain  species.  For  quick  reference  on  the  seasonal  occurrence  of  a  particular  species,  the 
reader  can  refer  to  the  graphical  representations  at  the  back  of  the  book. 

The  artwork  by  William  Zimmerman  is  outstanding.  His  paintings  follow  the  style  of  Audubon, 
but  the  postures  are  not  as  stilted,  and  the  plumages  are  softer  in  appearance.  Fifty-one  species  are 
depicted  in  rich  colors  on  full  page  plates.  The  poses  are  realistic  and  many  of  the  backgrounds  are  rich 
without  distracting  the  viewer  from  the  birds.  Although  the  birds  depicted  on  the  plates  are  presented 
in  the  taxonomic  order  of  the  text,  their  placement  does  not  correlate  with  the  text.  The  plate  of  the 
Northern  Bobwhite  for  example,  occurs  in  the  middle  of  the  accounts  of  shorebirds.  This  placement 
might  confuse  the  novice.  However,  the  plates  are  labeled  on  the  facing  page  or  on  the  back  and  any 
problems  with  placement  can  be  easily  overcome.  Also  the  artist  included  a  few  species  not  docu¬ 
mented  to  occur  in  Kentucky,  such  as  the  Black  Rail  and  Bohemian  Waxwing,  probably  as  a  matter  of 
convenience. 

Although  not  a  book  the  average  person  would  pick  up  and  read  from  cover  to  cover,  it  contin¬ 
ues  the  legacy  of  Mengel  in  giving  a  thorough  account  of  the  occurrence  of  bird  species  in  Kentucky. 
It  is  an  excellent  reference  book  for  the  beginning  birder  and  the  professional  interested  in  Kentucky 
avifauna.  Monroe  wanted  everyone  to  share  in  his  enthusiasm  for  birding.  This  book,  with  its  wealth 
of  information  on  Kentucky  birds  and  the  excellent  color  paintings,  creates  the  excitement  he  wanted 
to  generate  and  is  well  worth  the  price. 

-B.R.  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green,  KY,  42101. 

FIELD  NOTE 

Unusual  Occurrence  of  Mating  Behavior  in  American  Woodcocks 

The  American  Woodcock  (Scolopax  minor)  is  fairly  common  during  the  breeding  season  in 
northwestern  Grayson  County.  Each  spring.  I'm  blessed  with  the  annual  woodcock  mating  ritual,  one 
that  is  more  often  heard  than  seen.  The  slightly  buzzy  peent  peent  call  from  the  ground  before  taking 
flight,  a  pause,  then  the  winnowing  sound  of  the  wings  from  above  as  it  comes  back  to  earth  usually 
starts  mid  to  late  February  depending  on  the  weather.  I've  never  witnessed  the  full  flight  display,  just 
bits  and  pieces.  However,  I  had  one  bird  fly  by  my  face  as  I  stood  at  the  end  of  my  driveway  at  dusk 
on  a  March  day.  The  angle  of  its  flight  pattern  was  slightly  above  the  horizontal.  Later  that  same  spring, 
I  flushed  one  from  a  damp  silty  spot  just  below  the  driveway  and  found  the  neat  holes  made  by  its  bill 
while  "doodling"  for  its  midday  meal.  I've  flushed  woodcock  on  two  other  occasions,  once  from  the 
leaf  littered  floor  of  a  woodland  and  secondly  from  an  area  densely  thicketed  with  buckberry,  honey¬ 
suckle,  and  multiflora  rose.  It  was  late  springtime  and  neither  time  could  I  find  the  nest. 

Dr.  Burt  Monroe,  Jr.,  in  his  recent  book  The  Birds  of  Kentucky,  mentions  that  woodcocks  are 
“decidedly  rare  between  early  December  and  mid-February.”  Mengel,  in  his  book  The  Birds  of 
Kentucky,  listed  “no  consecutive  observations  at  any  one  locality  proving  the  occurrence  throughout 
January.”  1  observed  American  Woodcock  at  Short  Creek  Community,  Grayson  County  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  dates:  December  15  at  5:00  p.m  (Temp.  =  45°C),  January  12  at  6:00  a.m.  (Temp.  =  62°C),  and 
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January  27  at  5:20  p.m.  (Temp.  =  38°C).  Atmospheric  conditions  for  each  of  these  sightings  were 
damp  with  dense  cloud  cover.  On  January  27  there  was  a  misting  rain  causing  the  air  to  be  so  laden 
with  moisture  as  to  appear  foggy.  The  birds  were  observed  in  habitat  comprised  of  small  open  fields  I 
bordered  by  trees  and  woodlots  with  scattered  dwellings.  A  creek  flows  through  the  area.  Ground  cover 
in  the  fields  is  grassy  —  a  lot  of  broom  sedge,  some  big  bluestem,  little  bluestem,  Indian  grass,  fescue,  i 
butterfly  weed,  milkweed,  other  wildflowers  and  clover. 

Meteorologists  are  telling  us  that  El  Nino  is  back.  This  is  the  name  given  to  a  large  body  of  i 
unusually  warm  water  which  forms  in  the  western  Pacific  Ocean  and  which  affects  global  weather  pat¬ 
terns  by  rearranging  large  masses  of  air  which  in  turn  changes  the  course  of  the  jet  stream.  Hence,  we  | 
have  the  probable  cause  for  the  mild  winter  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  United  States  and  the  probable 
cause  for  the  out-of-season  occurrence  of  mating  behavior  in  American  Woodcocks  at  Short  Creek. 

--  Joyce  L.  Porter,  P.O.  Box  555,  Falls  of  Rough,  Kentucky  40119. 


NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538.  Mike 
Stinson  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird  sightings  from  around  the 
state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 


K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund.  Persons 
that  need  money  (i.e.,  up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting  research  on  birds  in  Kentucky 
should  contact  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund  Committee  c/o 
Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 
42101  for  a  set  of  guidelines  and  an  application  form.  Currently,  two  grant  applications  are  pend¬ 
ing. 


K.O.S.  Spring  Meeting 

The  K.O.S.  spring  meeting  will  be  held  April  28-30  at  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park.  Look 
for  the  announcement  of  the  meeting,  plan  on  attending,  and  make  your  room  reservations  early. 
Those  interested  in  making  a  presentation  at  the  Friday  evening  session,  please  contact  Wayne 
Mason,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green.  KY  42101 
(phone:  502-745-6012) 

Seasonal  Reports 

Please  send  all  field  notes  for  seasonal  reports  to  Fred  Busroe,  Department  of  Biological  and 
Environmental  Sciences,  Morehead  University,  Morehead,  Kentucky  40351. 
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We  thank  Philippe  Roca  for  this  excellent  photograph  of  a  Pileated  Woodpecker 
( Dryocopus  p  Heat  us). 
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IN  MEMORIAM: 

SISTER  CASIMIR  CZURLES  1907-1994 

Sister  Casimir  Czurles  was  born  Emily  Czurles  on  July  9,  1907  in  Elizabeth,  New 
Jersey,  but  grew  up  in  Amsterdam,  New  York.  She  worked  her  way  through  high  school 
and  college,  earning  a  B.A.  in  biology  and  English  from  New  York  State  Teachers 
College.  Sister  Casimir  went  on  to  earn  an  M.A.  in  botany/zoology  from  Cornell  in 
1931,  where  she  worked  for  a  short  time  as  Assistant  to  the  Curator  of  the  Herbarium 
for  35  cents/hour.  Although  tempted  to  stay  on  at  Cornell  for  a  Ph.D.,  she  left  to  teach 
biology,  chemistry,  and  physical  education  at  Mount  St.  Joseph  in  Owensboro  for 
$800/year. 

Emily  Czurles  entered  the  Ursuline  novitiate  in  1933  and  took  her  religious  name 
for  the  patron  saint  of  Poland.  Sister  Casimir  taught  at  two  high  schools  in  Owensboro 
before  returning  to  teach  at  Mount  St.  Joseph  Junior  College  in  1943,  where  she  served 
as  registrar  from  1946  to  1950.  While  there,  she  also  began  teaching  college  biology 
and  chemistry  at  the  Owensboro  extension  campus. 

Sister  Casimir  headed  the  Biology  Department  of  Brescia  College  from  1945  to 
1970,  developing  the  biology  and  pre-professional  curricula  and  playing  a  key  role  in 
designing  the  present  day  Science  Building.  She  passed  on  her  love  of  learning  and 
deep  respect  for  knowledge  to  her  students.  She  served  as  role  model  by  continuing  her 
education  throughout  her  lifetime,  taking  courses  and  attending  workshops  at  various 
institutions  of  higher  education  throughout  the  country.  Although  difficult  for  her,  she 
retired  from  Brescia  in  1985.  Her  legacy  at  Brescia  lives  on  thanks  to  a  Sister  Casimir 
Czurles  Biology  Scholarship  fund. 

Sister  Casimir  was  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  and  served 
as  secretary  and  vice  president  of  the  Owensboro  chapter  and  secretary  for  the  state 
organization.  Sister  Casimir  was  a  very  active  member  and  always  made  the  field  trips 
at  meetings  very  interesting.  Sister  Casimir  died  December  19,  1994. 

—Blaine  Ferrell 
Western  Kentucky  University 


Corrigenda:  In  The  Kentucky  Warbler ,  Vol.  71,  No.l,  the  date  of  the  Fall 
Season  (pg.  3)  should  have  been  1994,  not  1993.  Also,  the  last  three  lines  of  the  Mid¬ 
winter  Bird  Count  report  for  the  Falls  of  Rough  (pg.  1 1),  beginning  with  Owling . 

should  be  omitted.  Additionally,  all  temperatures  reported  in  the  Field  Note  about 
American  Woodcocks  (pg.  19)  should  be  in  degrees  Fahrenheit,  not  Celcius. 


THE  WINTER  SEASON,  1994-1995 

Fred  M.  Busroe 

Weather  -  Winter  conditions  during  the  period  were  erratic.  On  the  average  the  tem¬ 
peratures  were  above  normal  -  cold  periods  followed  by  60  degree  days.  Several  small 
snows  occurred,  but  no  major  accumulations.  January  precipitation  was  slightly  above 
normal  while  February's  was  below  normal.  Ponds  may  have  frozen  over  but  not  for  long 
periods,  while  the  lakes  may  have  had  some  thin  ice. 
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Abbreviations  -  BGNP  =  Bear  Grass  Nature  Preserve,  Jefferson  County;  BPS  =  Big 
Pond  Sanctuary,  Grayson  County;  CRL  =  Cave  Run  Lake,  Rowan  County;  CL1  =  City 
Lake  #  I ,  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  FO  =  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Jefferson  County;  FL  = 
Freeman  Lake,  Elizabethtown,  Hardin  County;  HWMA  =  Homestead  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  Ohio  County;  GRL  =  Green  River  Lake,  Taylor  County;  Lin  =  Lake 
Linville,  Rockcastle  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County;  LRe  =  Lake  Reba, 
Madison  County;  LWB  =  Louisville  Water  Co.  Basins,  Louisville;  Lou  =  Louisville;  Mam 
=  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park,  Edmonson  County;  MBC  =  Mid-winter  Bird  Count; 
MCFH  =  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County;  OFL  =  Owsley  Fork  Lake,  Madison 
County;  ORB  -  Ohio  River  Basin,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  PHSM  =  Peabody 
Homestead  Surface  Mine,  Ohio  County;  Pro  =  Prospect,  Jefferson  Co.;  RRSP  =  Rough 
River  State  Park,  Grayson  County;  SWMA  =  Sauerheber  Wildlife  Management  Area, 
Henderson  County;  SC  =  Short  Creek,  Grayson  County;  Slo  =  Slough  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  Henderson  County;  UKF  =  Univ.  of  Kentucky  Farm,  Fayette  County. 


Common  Loon  —  6,  GRL,  December  3  (JB.  PB);  1,  LPew,  December  3, 4,  &  27  (JH); 
2.  Lin,  January  8  (AR,  TR). 

Pacific  Loon  —  A  single  bird  was  observed  at  FL,  February  12  (JB.  PB,  RH,  JP, 
SK).  This  is  an  unusual  bird  for  Kentucky  and  as  yet  has  not  been  approved  by  the 
Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee,  but  it  probably  will  pass  as  it  was  seen  by  competent 
birders. 


Pied-billed  Grebe  —  Low  number  this  year.  Singles  spotted  throughout  the  area, 
largest  number  was  1 1  at  HWMA,  December  3  (KC.  JP). 

Horned  Grebe  —  3,  LPew,  December  3  (JH);  2,  ORB  December  1 1  (JB,  PB);  1, 
FL,  February  20  (AR,  TR). 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  Normally  many  records  of  this  species,  but  14 
birds  at  FO  on  January  8  (JB,  PB)  was  the  only  report. 

Great  Blue  Heron  —  One  to  five  were  reported  throughout  the  area  during  the  peri¬ 
od.  The  highest  report  was  an  average  of  about  20  birds  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Snow  Goose  —  2  (white  phase)  LPew,  December  3  (JH);  2  (white  phase)  MCFH, 
February  3  and  3  white  phase  +  I  blue  phase,  CRL,  February  1 1  (FB);  1,  FL,  February  20 
(AR,  TR);  20,  SWMA,  February  26  (JP). 

Canada  Goose  —  400,  HWMA,  January  2  (KC);  1 10,  CL1,  February  13  (JH); 
2500,  PHSM,  February  11  (JP);  5000,  SWMA  &  Slo,  February  25  (DCAC);  3000, 
SWMA  &  Slo,  February  26  (JP). 


Wood  Duck  —  2,  OFL,  February  28,  two  weeks  earlier  than  1994,  (AR,  TR). 

Green-winged  Teal  —  6,  December  11  and  8,  January  16,  LWB  (JB,  PB);  12, 
SWMA,  February  26  (JP). 

American  Black  Duck  —  3,  Ohio  River,  Lou,  December  1,  (JB.  PB);  4.  December 
1  1  and  3,  LWB.  January  16  (JB,  PB);  30,  OFL,  February  9  (AR,  TR). 

Northern  Pintail  —  1,  ORB,  December  17  (JB,  PB). 

Northern  Shoveler  —  2  males  +  2  females,  UKF,  February  3  (WD);  50,  SWMA 
&  Slo,  February  25  (DCAC);  20,  SWMA  &  Slo,  February  26  (JP). 

Gadwall  —  7,  LWB.  December  1 1,  (JB,  PB);  10,  LRe,  January  3  (AR.  TR);  6, 
UKF,  February  3  (WD);  10,  CL#4,  February  3  (JH). 


American  Wigeon  —  2,  Porter  Farm,  Grayson  County,  February  2  (JP);  8,  PHSM, 
February  I  1  (JP).  10,  Slo,  February  26  (JP). 
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Canvasback  —  2  to  6,  ORB  from  December  1 1  to  January  16  (JB,  PB);  6,  LPew, 
December  17  &  20  (JH);  5,  LRe,  December  27  ( AR,  TR);  10,  January  17  and  20,  January 
31,  LPew  (JH), 

Redhead  —  1,  PHSM,  January  21  (JB,  PB);  1,  Lin,  February  1  1  (AR,  TR). 

Ring-necked  Duck  —  Scattered  reports,  highest  numbers  were  60,  LWB,  January 

16  (JB,  PB);  and  60,  OFL,  February  18  (AR,  TR). 

White-winged  Scoter  —  One  seen  first  time  on  December  17  (seen  several  times 
during  the  season),  ORB,  (JB,  PB). 

Surf  Scoter  —  1 ,  ORB,  December  1 1 ,  ( JB,  PB ). 

Common  Merganser  —  9,  LWB,  December  1 1  (JB,  PB);  1  male,  PHSM,  February 
1 1  (JP);  lm.  +  2f.,  MCFH,  February  12  (FB). 

Ruddy  Duck  —  Scattered  reports  from  the  area  with  the  high  numbers  being  38, 
December  17  and  32,  January  17,  LPew  (JH);  4,  FL,  February  1 1  (JP). 

Black  Vulture  —  35,  BPS,  December  9  (KC);  1,  e.  Jefferson  County,  December 

17  (JB,  PB);  2,  Ohio  County,  January  21  (JB,  PB);  1,  Mam,  February  26  (JB,  PB). 

Turkey  Vulture  —  Two  reports.  2,  RRSP,  January  29  (JP);  I ,  LRe,  February  9 
(AR,  TR). 

Bald  Eagle  —  Few  reports:  4,  GRL,  December  3  (JB,  PB);  1-4  adults,  2  immatures, 
MCFH,  January  3-February  27  (FB);  1  adult,  SC,  January  29  (JP);  I  adult  Lin,  February 
1 1  (AR,  TR).  Only  49  were  reported  on  MWC. 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  —  One  took  a  Com.  GrackJe  from  a  feeder.  Rowan  County, 
February  28  (FB). 

Cooper's  Hawk  —  2  all  season,  BPS  (KC,  HC);  1,  River  Walk,  Lou,  February  26 
(JB,  PB). 

Northern  Harrier  —  2,  GRL,  December  3  (JB,  PB)  10  in  Ohio  County,  December 
9  (JB,  PB);  Two  birds  all  season  at  Short  Creek,  Grayson  County  (KC);  1,  SC  and  1 
PHSM,  February  1 1  (JP) 

Rough-legged  Hawk  —  1,  HWMA,  December  3  (KC);  1,  HMWA,  December  9 
(JB,  PB);  1,  HMWA,  December  10  (KC);  6,  HMWA,  January  21  (JB,  PB);  2,  PHSM, 
February  1 1  (JP);  2,  Rt.  62  near  Versailles,  Woodford  County  on  February  20  (AR,  TR). 

Peregrine  Falcon  —  One  seen  at  Big  Four  Bridge,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County  on 
January  16  (JB,  PB). 

Wild  Turkey  —  24,  HMWA,  December  3  (KC,  JP);  73,  Muhlenberg  County, 
December  3  ( KC,  JP);  30,  PHSM,  December  9  (JB,  PB);  7,  Green  Farm,  Grayson  County, 
December  17  (JP). 

American  Coot  —  Reports  are  from  two  areas:  Lake  Pewee,  870,  December  3;  574, 
December  17;  597,  December  27;  294,  January  10;  450,  January  17;  340,  January  25;  170, 
January  31;  65,  February  13  (JH)  and  65  at  PHMS,  February  1 1  (JP). 

Sandhill  Crane  —  Unusual  number  of  sightings.  400-500,  Seneca  Golf  Course, 
Lou,  December  13  (TF  fide  FM);  2,  w.  Grayson  County,  December  17  (JP);  200, 
Elizabethtown,  December  27  (JN  fide  PB);  250-300,  BPS,  December  30  (KC);  22,  east 
Lou,  January  2  (DN);  125,  Southern  Parkway,  Lou.  January  5  (RB);  14,  Hart  County, 
February  14  (SK);  Several  hundred  passing  over  Hart  County  February  20-26  (SK);  Two 
flocks  -  35  +  20,  Hikes  Point,  Jefferson  County,  February  25  ( JJ,  RB);  20,  Mam,  February 
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26  (JB,  PB). 

Killdeer  —  69,  UKF,  December  23  (WD);  3-5,  MCFH,  during  period  (FB). 

Dunlin  —  1,  GRL,  December  3  (JB,  PB);  3,  MCFH,  January  27  (FB). 

Common  Snipe  —  3,  December  3;  4,  December  27;  2,  LPew,  January  10  (JH);  1, 
MCFH,  January  27  (FB). 

American  Woodcock  —  1,  SC,  December  15  -  February  23  (JP);  5-6,  BPS, 
February  19  (KC);  4,  BGNP,  February  25  (JB,  PB). 

Gull  reports  were  few. 

Bonaparte's  Gull  —  50,  GRL,  December  3  (JB,  PB),  15-20,  MCFH,  December- 
February  (FB). 

Ring-billed  Gull  —  8,  LPew,  January  10  (JH);  30,  RRSP,  February  18  (JP);  150- 
175,  MCFH.  December-February  (FB). 

Herring  Gull  —  1  at  MCFH  on  February  19  &  24  (FB). 

E.  Screech-Owl  —  2,  Pro,  December  18  (FM);  1,  Cherokee  Park,  Lou,  January  13  | 
(JB,  PB). 

Great  Horned  Owl  —  1,  Cherokee  Park,  Lou,  December  3  (JB,  PB);  2,  Pro. 
December  18  (FM);  1,  Cherokee  Park,  Lou,  January  15  (JB,  PB). 

Barred  Owl  —  One  report:  1,  BPS,  February  1 1  (KC). 

Long-eared  Owl  —  One  report:  1 ,  strip  mine  area,  Muhlenberg  County,  January  8 
(HCh,  KC,  JI,  JP). 

Short-eared  Owl  —  One  report  of  a  single  bird  at  the  Army  Depot  in  Madison 
County,  December  I  (WD). 

Horned  Lark  —  12,  Ohio  County,  December  10  (JB,  PB);  24,  e.  Jefferson  County, 
December  17  (JB,  PB). 

Brown  Creeper  —  Two  reports:  1 ,  Towhead  Island,  Lou,  December  1 1 ,  and  1 ,  Mam, 
February  26  (JB,  PB). 

Winter  Wren  —  Only  one  report:  1.  Mam,  February  26  (JB,  PB). 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet —  10,  GRL,  December  3  (JB,  PB);  I,  LWB,  January  16 
(JB,  PB);  1,  BPS,  February  8  (KC);  6,  Mam,  February  26  (JB,  PB). 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  —  4,  GRL.  December  3;  1,  LWB,  December  ILL  LWB, 
January  16  (JB.  PB);  2  at  BPS  during  December  and  February  (KC). 

Hermit  Thrush  —  5,  GRL,  December  3  and  I  at  Mam  February  26  ( JB,  PB). 

American  Pipit  —  Only  one  report.  A  single  bird  at  LRe,  February  15  (AR,  TR). 

Loggerhead  Shrike  —  1  to  2  birds  in  the  area  of  SC  all  season  (JP). 

Yel.-rumped  Warbler  -  1 1,  GRL,  December  3  (JB,  PB);  3  to  4  at  BPS,  all  season 
(KC);  7,  Mam,  December  26  (JB,  PB);  25,  MCFH.  February  24  (FB). 

Pine  Warbler  —  8  in  Muhlenberg  County,  January  21  (JB.  PB). 

Common  Yellowthroat  —  1,  LWB,  December  1 1  (JB,  PB). 

Sparrows  —  Few  reports. 

American  Tree  Sparrow  —  A  single  bird  at  Ohio  River  Bottoms,  Henderson 
County,  February  26  (JP). 
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Fox  Sparrow  —  Two  reports:  4,  GRL,  December  3  (JB,  PB);  one  bird  all  season 
BPS  (KC). 

Brewer's  Blackbird  —  8,  Pro,  February  20  (FM). 

Purple  Finch  —  Scarce  this  winter.  6,  BPS,  (KC);  2,  GRL,  December  3;  I,  Ohio 
County,  December  10;  1,  Mam,  February  26  (JB,  PB);  2,  Berea,  February  2,  (AR,  TR). 

House  Finch  —  Very  common  throughout  the  area. 

Pine  Siskin  —  No  reports. 

Evening  Grosbeak  —  No  reports. 

Contributors  -  Jane  Bel!  (JB),  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Robert  Brown  (RB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB), 
Hap  Chambers  (HCh),  Herbert  Clay  (HC),  Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Wayne  Davis  (WD), 
Daviess  County  Audubon  Chapter,  including:  Pat  Augenstein,  Joe  Ford,  Caryoln  & 
Robert  Hast,  Bert  &  Millie  Powell,  Joyce  Porter,  Doralee  St.  Clair,  Chs.  &  Donna 
Worthington  (DCAC),  Terry  Foster  (TF),  James  Hancock  (JH),  Richard  Healy  (RH),  Joe 
Tom  Irwin  (JI),  Judith  Jones  ( JJ ),  Steve  Kistler  (SK),  Fred  Mansmith  (FM),  Joan  Noel 
(JN),  Doxie  Noonan  (DN),  Joyce  Porter  (JP),  Art  Ricketts  (AR),  Tina  Rickets  (TR). 

-  UPO  1352,  Morehead  State  University,  Morehead,  KY  40351. 


SPRING  NEOTROPICAL  MIGRANT  SURVEY  IN  THE 
BIG  SOUTH  FORK  NATIONAL  RIVER  AND 
RECREATION  AREA,  KENTUCKY  AND  TENNESSEE 

Stephen  J  Stedman 

Introduction 

During  April  and  May  1994, 1  conducted  seven  transect  surveys  to  detect  birds  with¬ 
in  the  Big  South  Fork  National  River  and  Recreation  Area  ( BSFNRRA)  under  a  volunteer 
agreement  with  personnel  administering  this  federal  site.  The  primary  purpose  of  the  sur¬ 
veys  was  to  determine  the  presence  and  relative  abundance  of  neotropical  migrant  bird 
species  using  the  area,  while  their  secondary  purpose  was  to  provide  a  record  of  all  avian 
species  present. 

1  recorded  94  species  of  birds  within  the  BSFNRRA  during  seven  days  of  observa¬ 
tions.  Since  systematically  collected  ornithological  data  from  the  BSFNRRA  have  not 
been  frequently  published,  I  present  my  results  as  a  basis  for  future  spring  field  work  with¬ 
in  this  area  by  Kentuckians  and  Tennesseans. 

Survey  Area 

Located  within  McCreary  County,  Kentucky,  and  Fentress,  Morgan,  Pickett,  and 
Scott  counties,  Tennessee,  the  BSFNRRA  comprises  slightly  more  than  50,600  hectares 
(125,000  acres).  About  30%  of  the  area  lies  in  Kentucky,  and  the  remainder  in  Tennessee. 
The  area  lies  within  the  Cumberland  Plateau  physiographic  province  and  is  characterized 
by  the  deep  gorges  of  the  Big  South  Fork  of  the  Cumberland  River  and  its  tributaries. 

Elevation  on  the  uplands  of  the  area  ranges  from  about  400  m  ( 1 300  ft)  to  about  500 
m  (1600  ft),  while  elevation  along  the  Big  South  Fork  ranges  from  about  220  m  (720  ft) 
at  Yamacraw  Bridge  in  Kentucky  to  about  300  m  ( 1000  ft)  at  the  confluence  of  Clear  Fork 
and  New  River  in  Tennessee. 

Oak-hickory  and  pine  forests,  ranging  in  age  from  40  to  70  years,  dominate  the  dry 
ridge  tops  and  south-facing  slopes  of  the  area.  In  moist,  sheltered,  fertile  sites,  forest  types 
grade  to  maple,  beech,  and  hemlock.  Small  sections  of  some  tributary  gorges  contain 
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uncut  or  old  second-growth  stands.  Co-dominants  on  floodplains  along  the  main  river 
include  sycamore  and  river  birch. 

Methods 

Transect  routes  were  placed  along  existing  marked  and  unmarked  trails  and  logging 
roads  within  BSFNRRA.  Two  (28%)  of  the  seven  transect  routes  were  placed  in  Kentucky 
and  five  (72%)  in  Tennessee,  to  approximate  the  percentages  of  the  area  lying  within  those 
states.  To  conduct  each  transect,  the  survey  worker(s)  walked  the  transect  route  at  a  rate 
of  1.6  to  2.5  km/hr  (1-1.5  mi/hr)  and  recorded  numbers  of  all  birds  species  seen  or  heard 
from  the  trail  or  logging  road  constituting  the  route,  thus  repeating  the  methodology  used 
by  Davis  et  at.  (1980)  and  by  Davis  and  Williams  (1993)  during  a  survey  of  breeding  birds 
within  Cumberland  Gap  National  Historical  Park.  Bibby  et  al.  ( 1992)  state  that  simple 
transect  routes  of  this  sort  -  where  all  birds  are  counted  regardless  of  distance  from  the 
transect  line  --  may  be  used  to  generate  indices  of  the  relative  abundance  of  bird  species. 
They  also  state  that  about  40  registrations  of  a  species  must  be  obtained  if  reasonably  valid 
data  are  to  result  from  transect  surveys.  Ten  species  of  Neotropical  migrants  were  regis¬ 
tered  40  or  more  times  during  the  seven  transects. 

The  transect  routes  are  described  below  in  detail  so  that  they  may  be  replicated  dur¬ 
ing  future  spring  seasons.  Further  details  about  the  transects  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Resource  Manager’s  Office  at  BSFNRRA. 

Burnt  Mill  Bridge  Loop  --  Walk  this  loop  clockwise  beginning  at  Burnt  Mill  Bridge 
parking  area. 

Twin  Arches  Loop  —  Begin  at  Twin  Arches  parking  area;  proceed  to  Charit  Lodge; 
proceed  up  logging  road  to  the  trail  to  Jake’s  Place  and  take  that  trail  to  the  Twin  Arches; 
take  the  return  trail  that  leads  over  the  arches  to  the  parking  area. 

No  Business  Creek  Loop  —  Begin  at  the  end  of  Terry  Cemetery  Road;  take  Maudes 
Crack  to  the  John  Muir  Trail  and  proceed  east  to  the  Big  South  Fork;  proceed  downstream 
to  Big  Island  and  then  proceed  west  on  the  trail  along  No  Business  Creek  to  the  John  Muir 
Trail;  take  the  John  Muir  Trail  back  to  Maudes  Crack. 

Yahoo  Falls  Loop  -  Begin  at  the  parking  area  at  Yahoo  Falls;  proceed  upstream 
along  the  Big  South  Fork  to  Negro  Creek;  proceed  up  Negro  Creek  to  the  BSFNRRA 
boundary  and  stop  counting.  (The  trail  continues  back  to  the  Yahoo  Falls  parking  area.) 

Honey  Creek  Loop  --  Begin  at  the  parking  area  at  the  south  end  of  the  loop  and  sur¬ 
vey  the  long  loop  counterclockwise,  excluding  the  Indian  Rockhouse  Trail. 

Hulings  Branch  Road/Bear  Creek  Loop  --  From  Foster  Crossroads  go  north  on 
Bill  Slaven  Road  to  Hulings  Branch  Road  on  the  left  (a  poorly  marked  logging  road); 
begin  the  transect  by  proceeding  down  Hulings  Road  to  the  Big  South  Fork;  follow  the 
trail  downstream  along  the  east  bank  of  the  Big  South  Fork  to  Bear  Creek;  follow  the 
horse  trail  up  Bear  Creek  to  Little  Bill  Slaven  Road  and  back  to  Hulings  Branch  Road. 

Big  South  Fork  Transect  --  Begin  at  the  north  end  of  the  Station  Camp  parking  area 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Big  South  Fork;  proceed  upstream  on  the  trail  to  the  Leatherwood 
Ford  parking  area;  include  the  parking  area  at  Leatherwood  Ford  as  part  of  the  transect. 

Results 

During  the  survey  transects  I  recorded  78  species  of  birds,  including  36  species  of 
Neotropical  migrants  (Table  I).  An  additional  16  (Table  1 )  species  of  birds,  including  five 
species  of  Neotropical  migrants,  were  detected  within  the  BSFNRRA  on  the  same  dates 
as  the  dates  on  which  the  surveys  were  conducted  but  not  during  the  surveys.  Thirty-four 
species  of  Neotropical  migrants  registered  on  the  survey  dates  breed  within  the  area,  while 
seven  do  not. 

Some  species  that  I  have  not  listed  as  Neotropical  migrants  have  been  so  designated 
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TABLE  1.  Results  of  Neotropical  Migrant  Transect  Surveys  Conducted  in  the  Big 
South  Fork  National  River  and  Recreation  Area  during  Spring  1994.  Species  in 
bold  faced  type  are  Neotropical  Migrants. 


Survey  Site' 

BMB 

TA 

NBC 

YF 

HC 

HBC 

BSF 

State 

TN 

TN 

TN 

KY 

TN 

KY 

TN 

Start  and  Ending  Times 

1007- 

0807- 

0832- 

0828- 

0712- 

0747- 

0640- 

Eastern  Daylight  Time 

1242 

1233 

1413 

1328 

1141 

1301 

1216 

Hours  Surveyed 

2.6 

4.4 

5.7 

5.0 

4.5 

5.2 

5.6 

Transect  Length  (km) 

6.4 

8.8 

12.0 

8.0 

8.0 

9.6 

12.0 

Transect  Length  (mi) 

4.0 

5.5 

7.5 

5.0 

5.0 

6.0 

7.5 

Observers(s): 

SJS 

SJS 

SJS 

SJS 

SJS 

SJS 

SJS 

RGE 

RGE 

RGE 

RGE 

RGE 

Date  of  Survey 

4-16 

4-25 

4-30 

5-05 

5-10 

5-13 

5-25 

Great  Blue  Heron 

__ 

1 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Wood  Duck 

- 

* 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Black  Vulture 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Turkey  Vulture 

3 

3 

6 

1 

1 

- 

5 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Broad-winged  Hawk  (B*) 

- 

* 

1 

- 

* 

- 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ruffed  Grouse 

- 

1 

3 

- 

1 

3 

1 

Wild  Turkey 

- 

1 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Killdeer 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

American  Woodcock 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

14 

Mourning  Dove 

- 

1 

- 

* 

1 

- 

4 

Bl.-billed  Cuckoo  (B*) 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

Yel.-billed  Cuckoo  (B**) 

- 

- 

1 

- 

* 

2 

18 

Chimney  Swift  (B*) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Ruby-th.  Hummingbird  (B*) 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Belted  Kingfisher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

- 

5 

- 

8 

- 

* 

1 

Downy  Woodpecker 

- 

* 

3 

3 

* 

2 

8 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Northern  Flicker 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

1 

9 

6 

11 

4 

5 

17 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher  (NB) 

- 

- 

- 

•k 

- 

- 

- 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee  (B*) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Acadian  Flycatcher  (B***) 

- 

- 

4 

12 

4 

15 

41 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1 

6 

4 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher  (B*) 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Eastern  Kingbird  (B*) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 
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4-16 


4-25 


4-30  5-05  5-10  5-13 


5-25 


N.  R.  -w.  Swallow  (B*) 

Bam  Swallow  (B*) 

Blue  Jay 

American  Crow  1 

Carolina  Chickadee  10 

Tufted  Titmouse  4 

Red-hreasted  Nuthatch 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  1 

Carolina  Wren  2 

House  Wren 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  4 

Eastern  Bluebird 
Swainson’s  Thrush  (NB) 

Wood  Thrush  (B**) 

American  Robin 
Gray  Catbird 
Brown  Thrasher 
European  Starling 
White-eyed  Vireo 
Solitary  Vireo 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo  (B*)  1 

Red-eyed  Vireo  (B****)  1 

Blue- w.  Warbler  (B*)  - 

Tennessee  Warbler  (NB) 

Northern  Parula  (B**)  3 

Chest,  -s.  Warbler  (B*)  - 

Cape  \lav  Warbler  (NB) 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler 
Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler  (B***)  17 

Yellow-throated  Warbler  9 

Pine  Warbler  2 

Prairie  Warbler  (B*) 

Blackpoll  Warbler  (NB) 

Cerulean  Warbler  (B*)  - 

Black-and- White  Warbler  5 

American  Redstart  (B*)  - 

Prothonotary  Warbler  (B*) 
Worm-eating  Warbler  (B**)  2 

Swainson’s  Warbler  (B*)  - 

Ovenbird  (B***)  9 

L.  Waterthrush  (B**)  - 

Kentucky  Warbler  (B**)  - 

Common  Yellowthroat 
Hooded  Warbler  (B***)  10 

Canada  Warbler  (NB) 


4 

4 

1 

7 

4 


3  2 

*  1 

*  3  2 

5  4  2 

16  15  2 

8  13  7 


2  2 

5  12 

3  5 

12  18 

7  9 


4  2  4 

2  10  5 

I 

6  2 

14  17  10 

* 

1 

6  8  19 


3  2 

2  2- 

3  4  1 

52  97  105 

1  -  1 

14  22  10 

1  * 


41  54  35 

4  119 

4  2  * 

1  1 

1 

3 

31  25  5 

*  1  7 

3 

7  11  8 

18  41  36 

1  5  4 

11  7 

11 

7  22  19 


I 

3  5  12 


4  14 


17  22 

*  * 

* 


1  4 

2  3 

58  112  199 

1 

2  3  13 


25  48  56 

3  6  10 

1  1 

*  -  1 


7  14  15 


13  23  13 

1  1  2 

18  27  11 

2  7  11 

14 

*  4 

31  44  14 

1 
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4-16 

4-25 

4-30 

5-05 

5-10 

5-13 

5-25 

Yellow-br.  Chat  (B*) 

.. 

— 

3 

1 

1 

.. 

__ 

Summer  Tanager  (B*) 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Scarlet  Tanager  (B***) 

1 

15 

25 

20 

7 

22 

33 

Northern  Cardinal 

1 

7 

3 

2 

1 

6 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak  (NB) 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Indigo  Bunting  (B***) 

- 

- 

27 

1 

9 

17 

36 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

- 

2 

* 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Chipping  Sparrow 

- 

1 

- 

* 

* 

* 

- 

Song  Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

1 

Swamp  Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

White-throated  Sparrow 

- 

I 

2 

3 

1 

- 

- 

Dark -eyed  Junco 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

* 

- 

- 

* 

* 

* 

- 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

* 

- 

- 

* 

* 

- 

- 

Common  Grackle 

* 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

* 

- 

- 

* 

- 

* 

- 

Orchard  Oriole  (B*) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

Northern  Oriole  (B*) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

American  Goldfinch 

- 

4 

4 

7 

1 

* 

2 

House  Sparrow 

* 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

Total  Individuals 

87 

292 

501 

412 

219 

427 

648 

Total  Species 

20 

40 

48 

45 

37 

37 

47 

'  BMB  =  Burnt  Mill  Bridge  Loop;  TA  =  Twin  Arches  Loop;  NBC  =  No  Business  Creek 
Loop;  YF  =  Yahoo  Falls  Loop;  HC  =  Floney  Creek  Loop;  HBC  =  Hillings  Road/Bear 
Creek  Loop;  BSF  =  Trail  on  east  side  of  Big  South  Fork  from  Station  Camp  to 
Leatherwood  Ford. 

2  SJS  =  Stephen  J.  Stedman;  RGE  =  Robert  G.  Emmott. 

Species  recorded  within  BSFNRRA  on  the  date  indicated  but  not  during  survey. 

4  3  young  present  with  adult. 

B****  =  Neotropical  migrant  that  breeds  in  the  area  (very  large  numbers  present) 

B***  =  Neotropical  migrant  that  breeds  in  the  area  (large  numbers  present) 

B**  =  Neotropical  migrant 

B*  =  Neotropical  migrant  that  breeds  in  the  area  (small  numbers  present) 

NB  =  Neotropical  migrant  that  does  not  breed  in  the  area  (small  numbers  present) 
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by  authorities  on  this  topic.  I  have  generally  taken  a  conservative  approach  in  designating 
a  species  as  a  Neotropical  migrant,  which  I  define  as  a  species  whose  population  breeds 
in  North  America  and  winters  nearly  exclusively  in  Central  or  South  America. 

Without  exception  the  Neotropical  migrant  species  present  on  these  spring  migration 
transects  in  very  large,  large,  and  moderately  large  numbers  breed  within  the  BSFNRRA. 
One  breeding  Neotropical  migrant  (designated  B****  in  Table  1)  was  present  in  very 
large  numbers  ( 100  or  more)  on  one  or  more  transects.  Six  species  (designated  B***  in 
Table  I )  were  present  in  large  numbers  (25  to  99)  on  one  or  more  transects.  Six  species 
(designated  B**  in  Table  1 )  were  present  in  moderately  large  numbers  ( 10  to  24)  on  one 
or  more  transects.  Twenty-one  species  of  breeding  Neotropical  migrants  (designated  B* 
in  Table  1 )  were  detected  in  small  numbers  (9  or  less)  on  all  transects  (or  were  undetect¬ 
ed  on  the  transects  but  present  within  the  BSFNRRA  on  one  or  more  survey  dates). 

The  remaining  seven  species  of  Neotropical  migrants  (designated  NB  in  Table  1 ) 
noted  during  the  surveys  breed  north  of,  or  at  higher  elevations  than,  the  survey  area. 
These  transient  Neotropical  migrants  were  detected  in  small  numbers  (9  or  less)  on  all  1 
transects  (or  were  undetected  on  the  transects  but  present  within  the  BSFNRRA  on  one  or 
more  survey  dates). 

It  is  noteworthy  that  few  (7)  Neotropical  migrants  that  do  not  breed  in  the  area  were 
recorded  during  the  survey,  while  many  (34)  Neotropical  migrants  that  do  breed  in  the 
area  were  noted.  Furthermore,  no  Neotropical  migrants  that  do  not  breed  in  the  area  were 
detected  in  moderately  large,  large,  or  very  large  numbers  during  1994,  whereas  38%  of 
Neotropical  migrants  that  do  breed  in  BSFNRRA  were  present  in  those  registration  cate¬ 
gories. 

Discussion 

The  habitat  of  the  BSFNRRA  is  clearly  attractive  to  many  species  of  Neotropical 
migrant  birds  during  spring.  Whether  the  scarcity  of  Neotropical  migrants  that  do  not 
breed  in  this  area  experienced  during  the  1994  survey  generally  prevails  during  spring  is 
unknown.  The  placement  of  the  BSFNRRA  about  midway  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Mississippi  Byways  may  partly  explain  the  paucity  of  Neotropical  migrants  that  do  not 
breed  in  the  area  during  spring,  as  these  migrants  would  tend  to  be  concentrated  along  the  i 
Byways  during  their  northward  migration.  Furthermore,  generally  good  weather  condi¬ 
tions  for  migration  occurred  during  spring  1994  and  may  have  contributed  to  the  negligi- 
ble  number  of  registrations  of  these  species. 

If  Bibby  et  al.  ( 1992)  are  correct  in  stating  that  a  minimum  of  40  registrations  is 
needed  to  validate  the  results  of  transect  surveys,  then  the  relative  abundance  indices 
obtained  for  the  less  common  species  of  Neotropical  migrants  in  BSFNRRA  may  be  less 
accurate  than  the  indices  obtained  for  the  more  common  species. 

Acknowledgments 

I  thank  the  personnel  of  the  Resource  Manager's  Office  at  Big  South  Fork  National 
River  and  Recreation  Area  for  their  assistance  in  making  this  project  possible.  In  particu¬ 
lar.  Robert  Emmott  offered  advice  regarding  the  most  suitable  transect  routes  to  cover  dur¬ 
ing  this  project  and  provided  logistical  support  when  the  transects  were  run. 

LITERATURE  CITED 

Bibby,  C  T.  N  D.  Burgess,  and  D.  A.  Hill.  1992.  Bird  census  techniques.  San  Diego: 
Academic  Press. 

Davis,  W.  et  al.  1980  Summer  birds  of  Cumberland  Gap  National  Historical  Park. 
Kentucky  Warbler  56:  43-55. 

Davis,  W.  and  J.  Williams.  1993.  A  bird  count  at  Cumberland  Gap  National  Historical 
Park.  Kentucky  Warbler  69:  24-26. 

Tennessee  Technological  University,  Department  of  English,  Box  5053,  Cookeville,  TN 
38505. 


1995 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


33 


THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
SPRING  MEETING 

April  28-30,  1995 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  held  its  Spring  meeting  at  Mammoth  Cave 
National  Park  April  28-30,  1995.  Vice  president  Wayne  Mason  presided  at  the  Friday 
evening  program,  which  was  attended  by  54  people.  Fred  Busroe,  the  Compiler  of 
Seasonal  Reports  for  The  Kentucky  Warbler,  requested  accuracy  in  reporting  sightings, 
and  stressed  the  use  of  the  K.O.S.  form  for  extraordinary  observations  when  reporting 
unusual  sightings.  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  discussed  possible  changes  in  the  Kentucky 
endangered  species  list  by  the  Nature  Preserves  Commission;  the  list  was  first  published 
in  1981  and  updates  in  1986  and  1991.  He  also  discussed  efforts  to  preserve  Blanton  Forest 
in  Harlan  County  and  showed  photographs  of  some  of  the  spectacular  scenery.  Dr.  Herbert 
Clay  entertained  members  with  a  short  program  of  some  of  the  interesting  oceanic  birds 
he  had  photographed  on  field  tops  to  Bonaventure  Island  and  Machais  Seal  Island.  Lee 
McNeely  showed  photographs  of  birds  observed  in  coastal  California.  Brainard  Palmer- 
Ball,  Jr.  shared  photographs  of  Mute  Swans,  Pacific  Loons,  and  a  petrel.  Following  an 
interesting  evening  program,  Wayne  Mason  ended  the  evening  meeting  with  comments 
about  Saturday  morning  field  trips.  A  social  hour  followed  the  meeting. 

Members  met  at  8:00  A.M.  Saturday  and  departed  on  several  field  trips.  It  was  a 
beautiful  sunny  day,  and  96  species  were  recorded  within  the  park  The  K.O.S.  board  met 
at  3:30  PM.  fora  lengthy  business  session.  President  Herbert  Clay  presided  at  the  evening 
meeting.  He  announced  that  the  name  of  the  Avian  Research  Fund  was  being  changed  to 
the  Burt  Monroe  Jr.  Avian  Research  Fund.  Wayne  Mason  gave  an  informative  program  on 
Changes  in  Populations  of  Selected  Bird  Species  within  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park. 
Park  Naturalist,  Rick  Olsen,  expressed  appreciation  for  our  ornithological  studies  in 
Mammoth  Cave  National  Park. 

The  weather  on  Sunday  morning  was  cool  and  rainy,  and  most  members  made  an 
early  departure  for  home. 

—  Herb  Shadowen,  Recording  Secretary 


ATTENDANCE  AT  THE  SPRING  MEETING 

BEREA:  Art  and  Tina  Ricketts 

BOWLING  GREEN:  Clint  Blankenship,  Lester  Doyle,  Blaine  Ferrell,  Wayne  Mason, 
Alice  Rowe,  Nancy  and  Marvin  Russell,  Herb  and  Jacky  Shadowen 

BURLINGTON:  Kathy,  Joe  and  Joey  Caminiti,  Lee  and  Lynda  McNeely 
CADIZ:  Willard  Gray 

CARLISLE:  Wendell  and  Ginny  Kingsolver 

DANVILLE:  Virginia  and  Neil  Eklund,  Michael  and  LeAnn  Hamm 

ELIZABETHTOWN:  Tony  and  Theresa  Smith 

FALLS  OF  ROUGH:  Herb  and  Kathryn  Clay,  Joyce  L.  Porter 

LEXINGTON:  Phyllis  Deal,  E.  Marie  Sutton,  Jim  and  Gerry  Williams 

LOUISVILLE:  Pat  and  Jane  Bell,  Donna  Coates,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  Kay  and  Jim 
Parker,  Anne  Stamm 


34 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


Vol.  7 1 


MACEO:  M.  Neal  Hayden,  A.L.  and  Millie  Powell 
MORGANTOWN:  Carroll  and  Doris  Tichenor 
MOREHEAD:  Fred  Busroe 

OWENSBORO:  Margaret  Craig,  Mary  Lydia  Greenwell,  Marilee  Thompson 
PADUCAH:  Bernice  Caddell 
RICHMOND:  Pete  and  Brenda  Thompson 

RUSSELLVILLE:  Mark,  Steven,  Andrew,  Tommie,  and  Gail  Bennett 
STANLEY:  Tom  and  Anna  Lee  Stevenson 
LITICA:  Tony  and  Brenda  Eaden 
BORDEN,  IN:  Scottie  and  Chester  Theiss 

BIRDS  OBSERVED  AT  THE  SPRING  MEETING,  1995 

Birds  observed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  on  field  trips  at  Mammoth  Cave  National 
Park  and  additional  species  observed  at  the  temporary  lakes,  Bowling  Green  (indicated  by 
“t”)  were:  Pied-billed  Grebei,  Wood  Duck,  Mallards  Blue-winced  Teab,  Black  Vulture. 
Turkey  Vulture,  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Wild 
Turkey,  Killdeer.  Lesser  YellowIegST,  Solitary  Sandpiper,  Spotted  Sandpiperi,  Rock  Dove, 
Mourning  Dove,  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  Eastern  Screech-Owl,  Great  Homed  Owl,  Barred 
Owl,  Whip-poor-will,  Chimney  Swift,  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Belted  Kingfisher, 
Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy 
Woodpecker.  Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Eastern  Wood-Pewee,  Acadian 
Flycatcher,  Eastern  Phoebe,  Great  Crested  Flycatcher,  Eastern  Kingbird.  Purple  Martini,  1 
Tree  Swallowi,  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow,  Bam  Swallow,  Blue  Jay,  American 
Crow,  Carolina  Chickadee,  Tufted  Timouse,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  White-breasted 
Nuthatch,  Carolina  Wren,  House  Wrem,  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher. 
Eastern  Bluebird,  Swainson's  Thrush,  Wood  Thrush,  American  Robin,  Gray  Catbird, 
Northern  Mockingbird,  Brown  Thrasher,  American  Pipitr,  Loggerhead  Shrikei.  European 
Starling.  White-eyed  Vireo,  Solitary  Vireo,  Yellow-throated  Vireo,  Warbling  Vireo,  Red¬ 
eyed  Vireo,  Blue-winged  Warbler,  Tennessee  Warbler,  Orange-crowned  Warbler, 
Nashville  Warbler,  Northern  Parula,  Yellow  Warbler,  Chestnut-sided  Warbler.  Cape  May 
Warbler,  Yellow-rumped  Warbler,  Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  Blackburnian  Warbler, 
Yellow-throated  Warbler,  Pine  Warbler,  Prairie  Warbler,  Palm  Warbler,  Bay-breasted 
Warblerr,  Blackpoll  Warbler,  Cerulean  Warbler,  Black-and- White  Warbler,  American 
Redstart,  Worm-eating  Warbler,  Qvenbird.  Louisiana  Waterthrush,  Kentucky  Warbler, 
Common  Yellowthroat,  Hooded  Warbler,  Summer  Tanager,  Scarlet  Tanager,  Northern 
Cardinal,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Blue  Grosbeakr,  Indigo  Bunting,  Rufous-sided 
Towhee,  Chipping  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow,  Grasshopper  Sparrowi,  White-throated 
Sparrow,  White-crowned  Sparrowi,  Bobolinks  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Eastern 
Meadowlark,  Common  Grackle,  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  Orchard  Oriole,  Northern 
Oriole,  American  Goldfinch,  and  House  Sparrow  for  a  total  of  96  species.  A  Golden¬ 
winged  Warbler  was  added  on  the  Sunday  morning  field  trip,  bringing  the  species  total  to 
97.  With  additional  birds  observed  at  the  Temporary  Lakes,  the  species  total  reached  1 12 
species. 
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FIELD  NOTE 

Indigo  Buntings,  Passerinci  cyanea,  Nesting  in  Cornfields 

The  Indigo  Bunting,  Passerinci  cyanea,  has  a  well-defined  breeding  habitat.  Mengel 
(1965)  describes  it  as  "  forest  openings,  forest  edge,  or  shrub-grown  old  fields.  Payne 
(1992)  gives  a  similar  description  and  adds  that  they  are  generally  absent  in  intensively 
cultivated  and  grazed  areas. 

The  University  of  Kentucky  agricultural  experiment  farms  at  Lexington  consist  of 
heavily  grazed  pastures  and  cultivated  fields.  Fence  rows  are  clean,  and  stream  sides  are 
mowed  to  the  water's  edge.  There  is  almost  no  brush  or  shrubbery.  The  general  appear¬ 
ance  is  an  area  certainly  unsuitable  for  Indigo  Buntings. 

In  1990  we  first  noticed  Indigo  Buntings  moving  onto  the  farms  in  a  close  associa¬ 
tion  with  cornfields.  By  1993  they  had  become  abundant,  with  at  least  one  territorial  male 
associated  with  each  of  the  more  than  a  dozen  such  fields  at  the  farms. 

The  birds  begin  to  appear  in  the  last  week  of  June.  Males  sing  on  territory  through¬ 
out  July  to  the  middle  of  August.  Apparently  they  enter  the  com  for  a  second  nesting. 
Mengel  ( 1965)  wrote  that  the  first  nestings  in  Kentucky  peak  May  21  -  June  10,  and  the 
second  nestings  peak  July  1  -  10.  The  young  com  at  the  University  farms  is  obviously  not 
suitable  for  the  first  nesting. 

At  the  farms  singing  perches  are  scarce.  At  several  cornfields  the  males  sang  only 
from  power  lines  and  com  tassels.  One  field  where  we  made  observations  in  1993  was  400 
m  by  80  m  (3.2  hectares)  with  a  farm  road  and  power  line  along  one  long  side.  Throughout 
July  and  into  August  five  males  had  territories  in  the  com  and  along  the  wires.  Each  would 
sing  from  the  wires.  If  flushed,  a  male  would  fly  out  over  the  cornfield,  sometimes  alight¬ 
ing  on  a  tassel,  but  usually  circled  back  to  the  wire.  Each  male  seemed  to  claim  a  10m  sec¬ 
tion  of  wire.  The  closest  neighboring  territory  on  a  wire  was  about  40  m. 

We  spent  15  hours  systematically  working  com  rows  searching  for  nests.  The  com 
was  remarkably  dense,  and,  except  for  patches  where  the  herbicides  had  missed,  weed 
free.  On  July  19  we  found  a  nest  with  three  eggs.  It  was  9  rows  into  the  field  in  a  spindly 
Amaranthus  plant  heavily  shaded  by  the  com.  The  nest  was  tied  to  the  axils  of  two  leaves 
one  meter  above  the  ground.  In  spite  of  our  efforts  and  concentration  of  searches  on  areas 
where  pairs  of  buntings  were  scolding  us,  this  was  the  only  nest  found. 

From  the  number  of  birds  observed  the  population  associated  with  com  seems  to  be 
increasing.  There  is  reason  to  speculate  that  nesting  may  be  more  successful  than  in  typi¬ 
cal  habitat.  The  com  is  so  dense  that  it  appears  unlikely  that  cowbirds,  which  Mengel 
(1965)  lists  as  parasitizing  32.5  %  of  bunting  nests,  would  parasitize  the  nests.  Several 
potential  nest  predators,  such  as  crows  and  jays,  are  probably  deterred  by  the  dense  com. 
Black  rat  snakes  may  be  less  likely  to  be  in  the  cornfields  than  in  typical  habitat. 
Raccoons,  however,  are  regular  visitors,  and  would  likely  find  some  bunting  nests.  We 
found  plentiful  raccoon  sign  in  the  cornfields,  and  when  the  com  fills  out  in  August  rac¬ 
coons  feed  heavily  upon  it. 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird 
sightings  from  around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 


K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund. 
Persons  that  need  money  (i.e.,  up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting  research  on 
birds  in  Kentucky  should  contact  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  Avian  Research 
Grant  Fund  Committee  do  Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky 
University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky  42101  for  a  set  of  guidelines  and  an  application 
form. 


Kentucky  Birds  Record  Committee 

Lee  McNeely  is  the  new  secretary  of  the  Kentucky  Birds  Record  Committee 
(KBRC).  Please  send  all  reports  and  documentation  of  unusual  sightings  that  need  to  be 
considered  by  the  KBRC  to  Lee  at  PO.  Box  463,  Burlington,  Kentucky  41005 


Field  Trips 

There  will  be  a  field  trip  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  on  August  26,  1995  from  8:30  a.m. 
to  noon  to  look  for  shorebirds  and  herons.  Participants  should  meet  at  Big  Four  Railroad 
Bridge  in  Clarksville,  Indiana  at  the  dam.  The  leader  of  the  trip,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr., 
can  be  reached  at  (502)  426-8549.  Bring  shoes  appropriate  for  wading. 


The  Kentucky  Warbler 

(Published  by  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society) 


VOL.  71  AUGUST,  1995  NO.  3 


IN  THIS  ISSUE 

THE  SPRING  SEASON,  1995,  Fred  M.  Busroe . 39 

KENTUCKY  1995  MIDWINTER  BALD  EAGLE  SURVEY,  Laura  Burford, 

Theresa  Anderson,  and  Jim  Durell  . 45 

BOOK  REVIEWS,  Doxie  Noonan  and  Blaine  R.  Ferrell  . 46 

FIELD  NOTES . 48 

NEWS  AND  VIEWS  . 48 


THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  MEMBERSHIP  ROLL, 
Kay  Parker  . 


51 


38 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


Vol.  71 


THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


President  . Herbert  Clay,  Jr.,  Falls  of  Rough 

Vice-President . Wayne  Mason,  Bowling  Green 

Corr.  Sec. -Treasurer  . Kay  Parker 


4107  Ciremos  Terrace,  Louisville,  KY  40241 


Recording  Secretary . 

Councillors: 

Marilee  Thompson,  Owensboro 

Art  Ricketts,  Berea  . 

Kathy  Caminiti,  Crittenden  .  .  . 
Joyce  Porter,  Falls  of  Rough  .  . 

Retiring  President . 

Staff  Artist . 


Herbert  E.  Shadowen,  Bowling  Green 

.  1993-1995 

. 1993-1995 

. 1994-1996 

. 1994-1996 

. Lee  McNeely,  Burlington 

. Ray  Harm 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 

Organ  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society,  published  quarterly  in  February, 
May,  August  and  November.  The  KENTUCKY  WARBLER  is  sent  to  all  members  not 
in  arrears  for  dues.  Membership  dues  are:  Active  or  Regular,  $8.00;  Contributing, 
$15.00;  Student,  $4.00;  Life,  $100.00;  Family,  $2.00  in  addition  to  Regular, 
Contributing  or  Life  Membership  dues;  Corporate.  All  articles  and  communications 
should  be  addressed  to  the  editor.  Subscriptions,  memberships  and  request  for  back 
issues  should  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer. 

Editor  . B.R.  Ferrell,  Biology  Department,  Western  Kentucky  Univ. 

Bowling  Green  42101 


Editorial  Advisory  Board 

Anne  L.  (Mrs.  F.W.  Stamm) 

Secretary,  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee . Lee  McNeely 

PO.  Box  463,  Burlington,  KY  41005 


THE  COVER 

We  thank  Philippe  Roca  for  this  excellent  photograph  of  an  Eastern  Bluebird 
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THE  SPRING  SEASON  -  1995 

Fred  M.  Busroe 

The  Spring  Season  was  a  variable,  confusing  season  weatherwise.  Early  during 
the  period,  it  was  rather  dry,  with  near  record  high  temperatures,  whereas  cool  tem¬ 
peratures  prevailed  during  the  mid  to  late  season.  During  May  several  major  storms 
occurred  (some  areas  of  central  Kentucky  had  winds  of  80  to  100  mph)  with  some 
counties  reporting  record  rainfall  for  May.  Casey  County  reported  over  18  inches  for 
example.  Some  migrants  were  early,  while  others  were  late. 

Abbreviations  -  BCNP  =  Boone  County  Nature  Preserve;  Ber  =  Berea, 
Madison  County;  BLSP  =  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Boone  County;  BNP  = 
Beargrass  Creek  Nature  Preserve,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  BPS  =  Big  Pond 
Sanctuary,  Grayson  County;  Bur  =  Burlington,  Boone  County;  CEL  =  Camp  Ernst 
Lake  near  Burlington,  Boone  Co.;  CP  =  Cherokee  Park,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County; 
CPL  =  City  Park  Lake,  Hopkinsville,  Hopkins  County;  EBP  =  East  Bend  Power 
Plant,  Boone  County;  ECB  =  Elk  Creek  Bridge,  Hopkins  County;  Falls  =  Falls  of  the 
Ohio,  Jefferson  County;  Har  =  Hardin  County;  Hie  =  Hickman,  Fulton  Co.;  JC  - 
Jonathan  Creek,  Marshall  County;  JCP  =  Joe  Creason  Park,  Jefferson  County;  KL  = 
Kentucky  Lake,  Trigg  County;  KP  =  Kentucky  Point  on  the  Mississippi  River;  L#9 
=  Lake  Number  Nine,  Fulton  County;  LBL  =  Land-Between-the-Lakes;  LC  =  Lake 
Camico,  Nicholas  County;  LiC  =  Lick  Creek,  Boone  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee, 
Hopkins  County;  LV  =  Lake  Vega,  Lexington  Army  Depot,  Madison  County;  LWB 
=  Louisville  Water  Company  Basin,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Mad  = 
Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  MCP  =  Middle  Creek  Park,  Boone  County;  MD  = 
Markland  Dam,  Gallatin  County;  MCNP  =  Mammoth  Cave  Nat.  Park,  Edmonson 
County;  MRC  =  Marydale  Retreat  Center,  Boone  County;  MCFH  =  Minor  Clark 
Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County;  OFL  =  Owsley  Fork  Lake,  Madison  County;  PSM  = 
Peabody  Strip  Mine,  Ohio  County;  Pet  =  Petersburg,  Boone  County;  Prov  = 
Providence,  Hopkins  County;  PVM  =  Pleasant  View  Marsh,  Hopkins  County;  RCR 
=  Ross  Creek  Rd.,  Hopkins  County;  RH  =  Rodbum  Hollow  Campground,  Morehead, 
Rowan  County;  Riv  =  Riverside  Park,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  RRG  =  Red 
River  Gorge,  Powell  County;  RRL  -  Rough  River  Lake,  Grayson  County;  SC  =  Short 
Creek,  Grayson  County;  SHB  =  South  Hickman  Bottoms,  Fulton  County;  TSP  -  Tom 
Sawyer  State  Park,  Jefferson  County;  WB  =  Wildcat  Beach,  Calloway  County. 

Common  Loon  —  First  of  the  season  at  LC,  on  26  March  with  7  on  8  April  and 
6  on  23  April  (VK,  WK);  1  at  RRL  on  15  May  (KC);  2  at  KL  on  27  May  (JB,  PB). 

Pied-billed  Grebe  —  8  at  LPew  on  15  March  (JH);  Singles  during  the  season 
until  26  April  at  LC  (VK,  WK). 

Horned  Grebe  —  1  at  LC  on  9  April  (VK,WK);  3  on  CEL  on  1 8  April  (LMc). 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  2  at  OFL  on  23  March  (AR,  TR).  Present  in 
good  numbers  in  Northern  Kentucky,  39  on  13  May  near  Pet  during  the  season 
(LMc). 

Am.  White  Pelican  —  40±  at  backwater  area  of  JC  between  US  45  &  1-64, 
south  of  the  Ohio  River  on  16  March  (TS);  50-60  same  location  on  17  March  (MM, 
CP);  71  at  same  location  on  18  March  (HaC);  50  at  same  location  on  19  March  (HaC) 
74  at  same  location  on  1  April  (HaC,  CP,  SS):  83  at  same  location  on  6  April  (CM); 
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20  at  KP  on  Mississippi  River  on  17  April  (JB,  PB). 

American  Bittern  —  One  at  Sloan’s  Crossing  Pond,  MCNP  on  15  and  20 
April  (SK,  MS). 

Least  Bittern  —  One  at  MCFH  on  15  April  (FB). 

Great  Blue  Heron  —  109  in  Prov  area  (JH). 

Great  Egret  — Two  at  MCFH  on  9  April  (FB);  1  at  LC  on  21  April  (VK,  WK); 
1  at  LWB  on  7  May  (JB,  PB). 

Cattle  Egret  —  3  near  SC,  on  12  April  (KC). 

Little  Blue  Heron  —  1  adult  at  farm  pond  near  Pet  from  15  April  through  8 
May  (LMc). 

Green  Heron  —  One  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB);  normal  numbers  through 
the  season  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron  —  One  at  MCFH  on  7  May  (FB);  numerous 
observation  at  JCP  on  7  May  (JB,  PB);  2  at  LC  on  12  May  (LMc). 

Waterfowl  reports  were  few  and  scattered. 

Wood  Duck  —  6  to  7  birds  at  BPS  all  season  (KC);  2  at  MCNP  on  2  April  (JB, 
PB);  4  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Green-winged  Teal  —  10  at  JC  on  25  March  (CP);  8  at  OFL  on  26  April  (AR, 

TR). 

Blue-winged  Teal  —  9  at  JC  on  25  March  (CP);  30  at  LBL  on  1  April  (CP);  8 
at  OFL  on  5  April  (AR,  TR). 

Northern  Shoveler  —  8  at  LPew  on  2  March  and  5  on  7  April  (JH);  1  at  JC 
on  25  March  (CP);  1  male  at  CEL  on  1 1  May,  a  rather  late  date  (LMc). 

American  Wigeon  —  60  at  JC  on  24  March  (CP). 

Canvasback  —  8  at  JC  on  4  March  (CP);  13  at  LPew  on  1 1  March  and  33  on 
15  March  (JH). 

Redhead  —  1  male  at  CEL  from  early  March  through  6  May  (LMc). 

Ring-necked  Duck  —  8  at  JC  on  4  March  (CP);  3  at  LPew  on  15  March,  2 
males  &  1  female  at  CPL  on  2  May,  a  late  date  for  the  area  (JH). 

Surf  Scoter  —  1  at  Falls  on  1 3  March  (AT,  TR). 

White-Winged  Scoter  —  4  at  Falls  on  13  March  (AT,  TR). 

Bufflehead  —  9  on  11  March.  6  on  22  March,  1 1  on  30  March,  and  1  on  7 
April,  all  observations  were  at  LPew  (JH). 

Hooded  Merganser  —  5  or  fewer  at  LC  from  4  April  until  14  April  (VK,  WK); 
3  at  SHB  on  20  May  (CP). 

Red-breasted  Merganser  —  1  male  at  LPew  on  30  March  (JH);  2  to  5  at  LC 
from  10  April  to  2  May  (VK,  WK);  8  at  MD  12  May  (LMc). 

Ruddy  Duck  —  Male  and  female  at  MCFH  on  2  April  (FB);  12  on  Ohio  River 
near  BLSP  on  8  April  and  3  at  CEL  on  15  April  (LMc);  4  females  on  LC  on  16  May 
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(VK,  WK). 

Black  Vulture  —  Present  in  good  numbers  at  EBP  with  1 1  present  on  !  1 
March  (JB,  PB);  25  were  present  on  13  May  (LMc). 

Osprey  —  5  from  Silo  Overlook,  LBL,  on  1  April  (CP);  1  at  BLSP,  and  1  near 
Pet  on  8  April  (LMc);  1  at  LC  on  6,  8,  22  &  23  April  with  2  present  on  26  April  (VK, 
WK);  5  at  MCFH  on  15  &  16  April  (FB);  1  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Mississippi  Kite  —  5  at  SHB  on  20  May  (CP). 

Northern  Harrier  —  2  at  SHB  on  1  April  (CP);  1  male  near  RCR  on  6  April 
(JH);  1  at  LC  on  20  April  (VK,  WK);  Nesting  pair  &  nestlings  observed  at  reclaimed 
Peabody  strip  mine  in  Ohio  County  on  27  May  (HC,  KC). 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  —  2  at  MCNP  on  18  March  (JB,  PB). 

Broad-winged  Hawk  —  A  nesting  pair  first  appeared  at  LC  on  12  April  (VK, 
WK);  2  at  MCNP  on  30  April  (JB,  PB). 

Rough-legged  Hawk  —  1  at  LC  on  1 1  May  (VK,  WK). 

Golden  Eagle  —  1  adult  at  WB  on  15  May.  documentation  included  (CM, 
KM);  1  immature  at  junction  of  Eddyville  Ferry  Road  and  the  Trace,  LBL,  on  2  May 
(WB). 

Shorebirds,  in  general,  few  reports,  very  scattered  and  erratic. 

Black-bellied  Plover  —  One  at  SHB  on  1  April  (CP);  2  in  flooded  fields  in 
western  Boone  County  from  19  May  until  24  May  (LMc) 

Semipalmated  Rover  —  One  at  MCFH  on  7  May  (FB). 

Upland  Sandpiper  —  1  at  QFL  on  5  April  (AT,  TR). 

Black-necked  Stilt  —  2  by  Ky.  94,  3.5  mile  east  of  Hie  on  10  May  (CP). 

Solitary  Sandpiper  —  First  appeared  on  8  April  and  seen  almost  daily  until  3 
May  in  Nicholas  County  (VK,  WK);  1  NE  of  Mad  on  2  May  (JH);  2  at  MCFH  on  7 
May  (FB);  1  at  LPew  on  13  May  (JH). 

Willet  —  6  on  12  April  and  12  on  4  May  at  LV  (JK,  BS);  1  at  LC  on  25  April 
(VK,  WK). 

Pectoral  SAndpiper  —  Four  at  MCFH  on  9  April  (JW);  4  at  MCFH  on  15 
April  (FB). 

Common  Snipe  —  One  at  MCFH  on  9  April  (FB). 

Greater  Yellowlegs  —  One  at  MCFH  on  2  April  (FB). 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  —  Three  at  MCFH  on  7  May  (FB). 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  —  25  at  OFL  on  8  April  (AT,  TR). 

Caspian  Tern  —  3  at  LC  on  21  and  22  April  (VK,  WK);  1  at  Falls  on  30  April 
(JB,  PB);  1  at  MCFH  on  3  May  (FB). 

Forster’s  Tern  —  1  to  3  observed  at  LC  on  19,  21  April  2  and  10  May  (VK, 
WK). 

Least  Tern  —  6  on  L#9  on  25  May  (CP). 
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Black  Tern  —  1  at  LC  on  9  May  (VK,  WK). 

Common  Moorhen  —  1  at  LV  on  3  May  (JK). 

American  Coot  —  60  on  1 1  March,  42  on  15  March,  147  on  22  March,  140  on 
30  March,  49  on  7  April,  64  on  15  April,  22  on  25  April  at  LPew  (JH). 

Sandhill  Crane  —  2  at  Ber  on  5  March  (AT,  TR);  40  in  Hardin  County,  10 
March  (RB);  48  at  CP  on  10  March  (JP,  PB). 

Few  reports  for  the  cuckoos. 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  —  1  at  OFL  on  10  May,  only  second  sighting  in  this  j 
area.  (AT,  TR);  1  at  Riv  on  2  May  and  1  at  TSP  on  3  May  (JB,  PB);  1  in  Hart  County 
on  15  May  and  1  at  MCNP  on  20  May  (SK). 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  —  1  at  Ber  on  1  April  (AT,  TR);  2  at  Riv  on  2  May  (JP, 
PB);  first  observed  in  LC  area  on  1  May,  numbers  are  higher  than  normal  (VK,  WK); 

1  at  MCFH  on  3  May  (FB);  first  heard  in  Hopkins  County  on  9  May  (JH);  3  at  BPS 
on  10  May  (KC). 

Chuck- Wills- Widow  —  First  heard  in  Hopkins  County  on  28  April  (DH);  2  at 
BPS,  on  10  May  (KC). 

Barred  Owl  —  1  at  LBL.  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher  —  1  at  MCP  on  13  May  (LMc). 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee  —  Normal  numbers  and  arrival  dates  in  all  reporting 
areas. 

Acadian  Flycatcher  —  Present  in  good  numbers  in  Boone  County,  16  at  MCP 
on  29  May  and  10  at  BCNP  on  30  May  (LMc). 

Alder  Flycatcher  —  1  seen  &  heard  at  LC  on  12  May  (VK,  WK). 

Willow  Flycatcher  —  3  at  Petersburg,  Boone  County  on  13  May  (LMc);  1  at 
Elk  Creek  Bridge,  Hopkins  County  on  23  May  (JH). 

Least  Flycatcher  —  1  seen  and  heard  at  LC  on  12  May  (VK,  WK). 

Eastern  Phoebe  —  1 1  at  MCNP  on  18  March  (JB,  PB). 

Gt.  Crested  Flycatcher  —  Good  numbers  in  MCNP  (SK)  and  Nicholas 
County  (VK,  WK);  2  at  Riv  on  2  May  (JB,  PB). 

Swallows  normal  numbers  and  arrival  times  in  the  reporting  areas. 

Fish  Crow  —  10  at  SHB  on  24  March  (CP). 

Winter  Wren  —  1  at  Ber  on  3  March  (AT,  TR);  1  at  MCNP  on  18  March  and 

2  April  (JB,  PB). 

Marsh  Wren  —  1  at  Red  River  area,  Powell  County  on  5  May  (JB,  PB). 

Fair  numbers  of  thrushes  were  reported  from  several  areas. 

Veery  —  Two  on  30  May,  1  on  4  May  and  2  on  7  May  at  BNP  (JB,  PB);  11  at 
BCNP  on  13  May  (NKBC). 

Swainson’s  Thrush  —  Two  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB);  2  on  3  May  at  TSP 
(JB,  PB);  25  at  BCNP  on  13  May  (NKBC). 
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Hermit  Thrush  —  One  at  MCNP  on  2  April  (JB,  PB);  2  on  20  April,  and  5  on 
30  April  at  BNP  (JB,  PB). 

Wood  Thrush  —  Six  at  BNP  on  30  April  (JB,  PB);  25  in  MCNP  on  7  May 
(SK). 

American  Pipit  —  30  at  EBP  on  1 1  March  (JB,  PB,  LMc). 

White-eyed  VrREO  —  Arrived  in  LPew  area  on  14  April  (JH). 

Solitary  Vireo  —  Seen  at  LC  on  22  April  (VK,  WK). 

Yellow-throated  Vireo  —  Five  at  LPew  on  20  April  (JH). 

Warbling  Vireo  —  One  in  song  at  LPew  on  7  April,  earliest  record  for  this  area 
(JH);  12  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Philadelphia  Vireo  —  One  at  Riv  on  24  April  (JB,  PB). 

Red-eyed  Vireo  —  First  recorded  this  year  on  19  April  at  LPew  (JH). 

Some  areas  reported  fair  numbers  of  some  species  of  the  warblers  but  lower 
numbers  than  normal  of  other  warblers  species. 

Blue-winged  Warbler  —  3  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB);  1  at  BPS  during  the 
first  week  of  May,  the  first  observation  at  the  BPS  (KC);  Normal  numbers  in  Hart 
County  (SK). 

Golden-winged  Warbler  —  1  at  LBL  on  22  April  and  1  at  Riv  (JB,  PB). 

Tennessee  Warbler  —  6  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB).  1  heard  singing  at  Mad 
from  4  to  15  May  (JH);  20  at  MCNP  on  7  May  (SK). 

Nashville  Warbler  —  2  at  LBL  on  22  April  and  2  at  Riv  on  24  April  ( JB,  PB). 

Northern  Parula  —  8  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Yellow  Warbler  —  Most  areas  reported  about  normal  numbers. 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  —  One  at  BNP  on  27  and  30  April  (JB,  PB);  1  at 
BPS  from  4  to  7  May  (KC). 

Magnolia  Warbler  —  Noticeably  fewer  in  the  Madison  County  area  (AT,  TR). 

Cape  May  Warbler  —  3  at  MCNP  on  29  April  (JB,  PB);  normal  numbers  in 
Ber  (AT,  TR);  3  at  MCNP  on  29  April  and  7  May  (SK);  3  at  Bur  on  1 1  May  (LMc); 
3  at  MRC  on  13  May  (NKBC). 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  —  1  in  RRG  area,  on  5  May  (JB,  PB). 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  —  5  at  MCNP  on  18  March  (JB,  PB).  Normal  num¬ 
bers  in  Ber  (AT,  TR);  8  at  BPS  on  18  April  (KC);  15  at  Visitor’s  Center,  MCNP  on  7 
May  (SK). 

Blackburnian  Warbler  —  6  at  Visitor’s  Center  MCNP  on  7  May  (SK). 

Yellow-throated  Warbler  —  6  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Pine  Warbler  —  Male  &  female  through  most  of  the  season  feeding  on  suet  at 
BPS  (HC,  KC);  one  in  song  in  Mad  from  13  March  to  the  end  of  the  count  season 
(JH);  1  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Prairie  Warbler  —  One  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 
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Palm  Warbler  —  Many  widespread  observations  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Bay-breasted  Warbler  —  One  at  BNP  on  30  April  and  4  May  (JB,  PB);  14  in 
Boone  County  on  13  May  (NKBC). 

Blackpoll  Warbler  —  2  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Black-and-White  Warbler  —  One  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Prothonotary  Warbler  —  30  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Worm-eating  Warbler  —  Two  singing  at  sites  not  previously  recorded  in  Hart 
County  (SK). 

Swainson’s  Warbler  —  2  in  RRG  on  20  May  (JB,  PB). 

Northern  Waterthrush  —  2  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB);  2  at  RH  on  2  May 
(FB);  1  in  song  at  Brazzle  Bridge,  Hopkins  County  5  May  (JH). 

Louisiana  Waterthrush  —  One  at  MCNP  on  2  April  (JB,  PB);  4  at  LBL  on  22 
April  (JB,  PB). 

Kentucky  Warbler  —  One  at  LBL  on  22  April  (JB,  PB). 

Mourning  Warbler  —  1  singing  at  PVM  (JH). 

Common  Yellowthroat  —  First  arrival  at  LPew  on  15  April  (JH). 

Hooded  Warbler  —  One  at  BNP  on  19  April  (JB,  PB);  5  at  Dinsmore  Woods, 
Boone  County  on  26  May  (LMc). 

Yellow-breasted  Chat  —  Singing  along  Elk  Creek,  Hopkins  County  on  2 
May  (JH). 

Most  reporting  areas  indicated  good  numbers  of  Scarlet  Tanagers  but  fewer 
Summer  Tanagers. 

Blue  Grosbeak  —  1  at  Riv  on  2  May  (JB,  PB);  1  at  Pet  on  8  May  &  13  May 
(LMc);  2  at  OFL  on  10  May  (AT,  TR);  1  in  Nicholas  County  on  12  May  (VK,  WK). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  —  14  at  a  feeder  in  northwestern  Calloway  County 
on  30  April  (WB);  8  at  feeder  in  Mad  on  4  to  7  May  (JH);  4  at  BPS  from  8  May  to 
22  May  but  numbers  were  lower  than  normal  (HC,  KC). 

Dickcissel  —  Seemed  to  be  late  in  arriving  in  Hopkins  County  first  recorded 
on  23  May  (JH). 

Scattered  reports  over  the  area  of  individual  Orchard  &  Northern  Orioles. 

Purple  Finch  —  1  male  at  OFL  on  7  April  (AT,  TR). 

Contributors  -  Jane  Bell  (JB);  Pat  Bell  (PB);  Robert  Brown  (RB);  Wally  Brines 
(WB);  Fred  Busroe  (FB);  Hap  Chambers  (HaC);  Herbert  Clay  (HC);  Kathryn  Clay 
( KC);  Darrell  Handcock  (DH);  James  W.  Hancock  (JH):  Jason  Klabon  (JK);  Virginia 
Kingsolver  (VK);  Wendell  Kingsolver  (WK);  Steven  Kistler  (SK);  Lee  McNeely 
(LMc);  Mike  Miller  (MM);  Carl  Mowery  (CM);  Kathy  Mowery(KM);  Northern 
Kentucky  Bird  Club  (NKBC);  Clell  Peterson  (CP);  Art  Ricketts  (AR);  Tina  Rickets 
(TR);  Sandra  Sanders  (SS);  Tom  Sherwood  (TS);  Brian  Smith  (BS);  Michael 
Sturgeon  (MS);  Jim  Williams  (JW). 

—  UPO  1352,  Morehead  State  University,  Morehead,  KY  40351. 
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KENTUCKY  1995  MIDWINTER  BALD  EAGLE  SURVEY 
Laura  Burford,  Theresa  Anderson  and  Jim  Durell 


This  is  the  eighteenth  midwinter  Bald  Eagle  census  for  Kentucky.  Target  dates 
for  1995  were  January  13  and  14,  with  alternate  dates  between  January  4  and  18. 
Weather  was  unusually  warm  for  most  of  the  period  (upper  50s),  but  some  fog  and 
clouds  interfered  with  flying.  Ice  cover  was  zero. 

Final  tabulation  indicated  1 12  Bald  Eagles.  Of  the  105  eagles  aged,  71  (67%) 
were  adults  and  34  (32%)  were  immatures.  Seven  were  not  identified  as  to  age.  A 
major  void  in  this  count  was  Land  Between  the  Lakes,  where  79  eagles  could  not  be 
included  because  they  were  counted  outside  the  time  frame.  Some  eagles  may  have 
remained  farther  north  because  of  the  warm  weather.  Five  Golden  Eagles  (two  adults) 
were  reported  on  Bemheim  Forest.  These  data  are  presented  by  route  in  Table  1. 


TABLE  1. 


Summary  of  Kentucky  Bald  Eagle  Census,  January  4- 
some  earlier  high  counts. 


18,  1995,  with 
Earlier 


1995 


records 


ROUTE  Ad. 

Land  Between  the  Lakes  1 

West  bank  Ky.  Lake 
Reel  foot  Lake  1 

Mississippi  River  3 

Ohio  R.,  up  to  Carrsville  1 

Ballard  Wildlife  Area  10 

Ohio,  Carrsville  to  Henderson  13 
Ohio,  Henderson  to  Meade  Co.  1 
Ohio,  Meade  to  Louisville  2 

Bemheim  Forest  (5  golden)  2 

Rolling  Fork  River 
Rough  River  Lake 
Nolin  River  Lake 

Mammoth  Cave  1 

Green  River  Lake  3 

Barren  River  Lake  1 

Dale  Hollow,  Ky.  portion  13 

Lake  Cumberland  12 

Cumberland  River  2 

Laurel  Lake  2 

Grayson  Lake  1 

Cave  Run  Lake  Area  2 

Total  Bald  Eagles  7 1 

Golden  Eagles  2 


Imrn. 

Total 

1994 

High 

Year 

1 

116 

140 

1993 

0 

35 

28 

1993 

1 

2 

4 

9 

1993 

2 

5 

7 

72 

1984 

1 

7 

89 

1986 

11 

21 

21 

21 

1993 

2 

15 

4 

17 

1989 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1993 

2 

2 

5 

1986 

2 

1 

4 

1993 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1994 

0 

1 

1 

1994 

0 

1 

3 

1990 

1 

1 

1 

1994 

4 

7 

13 

13 

1994 

l 

1 

3 

1989 

11 

31* 

28 

38 

1989 

1 

13 

15 

26 

1990 

2 

2 

8 

1986 

2 

7 

13 

1992 

1 

1 

1 

1989 

2 

9 

10 

1989 

34 

1  12* 

274A 

3 

5 

5 

Cooperators  129 


Census  parties  53 


*  Includes  eagles,  age  unknown.  A  Includes  eagles  on  routes  which  reported  no  eagles  in  1995. 
Other  areas  where  searchers  found  no  eagles:  Ohio  River,  Louisville  to  Ashland, 
Kentucky  River,  Pond  River,  Guist  Creek  Lake,  lower  Green  River,  Lake  Vega, 
Lake  Malone,  and  Herrington,  Carr  Fork,  Martin’s  Fork,  Dewey,  Fishtrap, 
Paintsville  and  Taylorsville  Lakes. 
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On  these  routes  424  other  raptors  were  reported:  Ten  year  totals  (1985-94)  are 
shown  in  parentheses.  Black  Vulture  150  (171),  Turkey  Vulture  39  (90),  Osprey  0  (3), 
Northern  Harrier  17  (48),  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  1  (23),  Coopers  Hawk  0  (23), 
Goshawk  0  (2),  Red-shouldered  Hawk  5  (32),  Red-tailed  Hawk  127  (746),  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawk  0  (17),  American  Kestrel  70  (810),  Merlin  0(1),  Peregrine  Falcon  0  (4), 
Common  Bam  Owl  0  (3),  Great  Homed  Owl  1(1),  Barred  Owl  0(1),  unknown  14. 
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S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  U.S.  Forest  Service,  National  Park  Service,  Tennessee 
Valley  Authority  (Land  Between  the  Lakes),  U.  S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Indiana 
Department  of  Natural  Resources,  Tennessee  Wildlife  Resources  Agency,  Bemheim 
Forest,  Kentucky  Department  of  Parks,  Buckley  Hills  Audubon  Sanctuary  and  sever¬ 
al  private  citizens. 

—  Dept,  of  Fish  &  Wildlife,  1  Game  Farm  Road,  Frankfort,  KY  40601. 

—  308  Meadow  Lane,  Frankfort,  K Y  4060 1 . 


BOOK  REVIEWS 

BIRDING  IN  OHIO,  2nd  Edition  by  Tom  Thompson,  Indiana  University  Press, 
266  pp,  $29.95  cloth,  $13.95  paper. 

This  volume  is  an  updating  and  considerable  expansion  of  the  author’s  1983 
work,  and  although  divided  into  four  parts,  essentially  consists  of  two  sections.  Most 
of  the  book  is  devoted  to  a  series  of  more  than  300  site  descriptions  of  birding  areas  1 
in  the  state,  ranging  from  the  renowned,  such  as  the  Ottawa  National  Wildlife  Refuge  j 
and  the  Lorain  waterfront,  to  the  remote,  obscure  and  merely  offbeat,  such  as  the 
Lunken  and  Dayton  airports. 

For  this  purpose  the  state  has  been  subdivided  into  three  regions:  the  northern  ( 
tier  of  counties  influenced  by  Lake  Erie,  the  west-central  counties  largely  composed 
of  farmland  and  suburban  sprawl,  and  the  southern  and  eastern  unglaciated  counties,  1 
from  the  bluffs  above  the  Ohio  River  to  the  Allegheny  Plateau.  For  each  site  the 
author  gives  detailed  verbal  directions  as  well  as  a  numbered  reference  in  the  county 
maps  shown  at  the  start  of  each  region.  There  are  also  nearly  50  more  detailed  maps,  j 
obtained  from  a  number  of  sources  and  differing  widely  in  style,  and  several  “special 
regional  inserts”  in  cases  where  a  large  number  of  good  birding  locations  are  found 
in  a  narrow  geographic  area.  Even  for  a  first-time  visitor  to  the  state,  it  would  require 
a  sustained  effort  to  get  lost  while  using  this  guide. 

I  am  not  familiar  with  most  of  these  sites,  but  in  the  case  of  the  ones  I  have  vis¬ 
ited  the  descriptions  of  habitat  and  bird  life  seem  accurate.  Naturally,  they  are 
described  in  varying  degrees  of  detail  since,  as  the  author  admits,  some  of  these  areas 
are  relatively  unexplored  by  birders  and  may  have  much  to  add  to  the  knowledge  of 
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Ohio  birds.  Nonetheless,  it  is  an  impressive  accomplishment. 

The  final  section  is  a  checklist  of  the  state’s  birds,  including  a  statement  of  rel¬ 
ative  abundance,  seasonal  occurrence  and  nesting  status. 

In  addition,  there  are  a  number  of  appendices,  including  listings  of  major  bird- 
ing  and  natural  history  organizations,  and  telephone  numbers  of  rare  bird  alerts  in 
Ohio,  neighboring  states  and  several  national  “hot  spots”.  Judging  from  recent  histo¬ 
ry,  the  latter  at  least,  is  probably  destined  to  be  soon  outdated,  even  if  not  already  so. 
Species  and  sites  are  indexed  separately,  which  makes  material  easy  to  find. 

The  only  dissonant  note  in  what  is,  for  a  bird-finding  guide,  an  otherwise  disci¬ 
plined  and  even  scholarly  work  is  a  series  of  illustrations  by  Charles  W.  Gambill. 
While  the  line  drawings  are  of  good  quality,  they  often  seem  irrelevant  to  the  text. 
After  all,  is  the  sort  of  birder  who  would  purchase  this  book  likely  to  mistake  an 
Ovenbird  for  a  Hooded  Warbler? 

-Doxie  Noonan,  1915  Redleaf  Dr.,  Louisville,  KY  20242 


BLUEBIRDS  AND  THEIR  SURVIVAL,  Wayne  H.  Davis  and  Philippe  Roca,  The 
University  Press  of  Kentucky,  Lexington,  Kentucky,  1995,  154  pp.,  paper  $15.95. 

Bluebirds  and  Their  Sun'ival  is  a  comprehensive  book  about  the  various  strate¬ 
gies  to  improve  the  lot  of  bluebirds.  Although  mention  is  made  of  the  habitat  prefer¬ 
ences,  nest  box  use,  and  predators,  of  Mountain  and  Western  Bluebirds  in  the  intro¬ 
duction  and  elsewhere,  the  book  is  primarily  focused  on  the  Eastern  Bluebird,  a 
species  the  author  has  worked  with  extensively. 

The  book  is  presented  in  an  easy  to  understand  style  with  a  great  deal  of  helpful 
information  for  anyone  who  would  like  to  see  bluebird  populations  increase.  Details 
of  bluebird  habitat  preferences,  how  to  choose  nest  sites  (complete  with  pitfalls  to 
watch  out  for),  when  to  erect  boxes,  and  how  nest  boxes  are  used  by  bluebirds 
throughout  the  year  are  clearly  presented.  After  reading  these  accounts,  anyone 
should  be  able  to  select  a  suitable  site  to  erect  a  nest  box  and  attract  bluebirds.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  instructions  on  how  to  build  a  nest  box  and  establishing  a  bluebird  trail  are  given 
later  in  the  book.  Interesting  tips  are  given,  not  only  on  how  to  feed  bluebirds,  but 
how  to  train  reluctant  bluebirds  to  use  a  feeder  in  order  to  supplement  their  diet  dur¬ 
ing  periods  of  severe  winter  weather  when  bluebirds  are  vulnerable. 

A  significant  portion  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  preventing  nesting  problems,  such 
as  predation,  vandalism,  and  unwanted  guests,  particularly  House  Sparrows. 
Although  these  chapters  were  very  helpful,  there  was  some  redundancy  in  the  cov¬ 
erage  of  problems  with  House  Sparrows,  perhaps  to  make  the  point  that  these  appear 
to  be  the  number  one  enemy  of  bluebirds  in  urban  areas. 

A  nice  touch  to  the  book  is  the  chapter  on  photographing  birds.  The  pictures  by 
the  award  winning  photographer,  Philippe  Roca,  are  true  to  form  and  add  a  certain 
charm  to  this  book. 

If  you  are  in  any  way  interested  in  helping  bluebird  populations,  this  book  gives 
a  very  thorough  account  of  how  to  go  about  doing  so. 

--  Blaine  R.  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling 
Green,  Kentucky  42101 
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FIELD  NOTES 

Attempted  Predation  on  a  Short-tailed  Shrew  by  a  Common  Grackle 

Common  Grackles  (Quiscalus  quiscula)  are  known  to  consume  a  wide  variety 
of  animal  foods,  including  small  mammals  (Bent,  Life  Histories,  1965).  In 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  June  of  1993,  one  of  us  (DWS)  heard  a  series  of  high- 
pitched  animal  squeeks  similar  to  those  made  by  certain  small  mammals.  At  the 
apparent  site  of  origin  of  these  squeeks,  a  Common  Grackle  was  seen  repeatedly 
striking  an  object  on  the  ground  with  its  beak.  The  bird  flushed,  and  an  injured  north¬ 
ern  short-tailed  shrew  (Blarina  brevicauda)  was  found  at  the  site.  The  shrew  was  pho¬ 
tographed  and  released.  Though  shrews  of  the  genus  Blarina  are  known  to  have  ven¬ 
omous  saliva,  (Mammalian  Species,  261: 1-9,  1986)  the  bird  showed  no  ill  effects. 

—  Dale  W.  Sparks  and  Jerry  R.  Choate,  Sternberg  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Fort 
Hays  State  University,  Hays,  KS  67601. 


Vesper  Sparrow  in  Nicholas  County 

Midday  June  26,  1995  a  single  adult  Vesper  Sparrow,  Pooecetes  gramineus,  was 
observed  dust-bathing  in  a  pasture  opening  near  a  small  pond  in  Nicholas  County, 
Kentucky.  Field  marks  noted  were  those  of  a  medium-size  sparrow  with  white  outer 
tail-feathers  contrasting  with  chocolate-brown  inner  tail-feathers.  The  back  was 
streaked  gray-brown  and  the  breast  lighter  with  some  streaking.  Chestnut  wing- 
patches  were  not  noted.  The  observer  is  familiar  with  this  species  which  has  fre¬ 
quently  passed  through  our  region  as  a  migrant  over  the  years,  but  this  is  the  first 
observation  to  my  recollection  of  this  species  in  Nicholas  County  during  the  breed¬ 
ing  season. 

Mengel  (Birds  of  Kentucky,  1965)  observed  several  breeding  season  birds  in 
North  central  Kentucky  in  July  1950,  including  Harrison  County,  a  county  adjacent 
to  Nicholas  County.  The  Annotated  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  Kentucky  (Monroe  et  al. 
1988)  notes  Mengel's  observation,  but  adds  that  nesting  has  not  been  documented  in 
recent  years  and  that  the  state  status  of  the  species  is  “Special  Concern". 

This  isolated  observation  is  reported  primarily  as  a  stimulus  toward  more  con¬ 
centrated  efforts  by  birders  to  seek  out  this  species  during  the  breeding  season  in 
Kentucky,  where  many  questions  exist  as  to  its  current  breeding  range  and  status. 

—  Wendell  Kingsolver,  200  Shepherd  Hill,  Carlisle,  Kentucky  4031 1 


NEW  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Brainard  Palmer-Bell,  Jr.  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird 
sightings  from  around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 
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K.O.S.  Avain  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avain  Research  Grant 
Fund.  Persons  that  need  money  (i.e.,  up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting 
research  on  birds  in  Kentucky  should  contact  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society 
Avain  Research  Grant  Fund  Committee  do  Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology, 
Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green  Kentucky  42101  for  a  set  of  guidelines 
and  an  application  form. 


Kentucky  Birds  Record  Committee 

Lee  McNeely  is  the  new  secretary  of  the  Kentucky  Birds  Record  Committee 
(KBRC).  Please  send  all  reports  and  documentation  of  unusual  sightings  that  need  to 
be  considered  by  the  KBRC  to  Lee  at  P.O.  Box  463,  Burlington,  Kentucky  41005. 


1995  K.O.S.  Fall  Meeting 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society,  will  hold  its  annual  fall  meeting  at 
Greenbo  Lake  State  Resort  Park,  September  29,  30  and  October  1,  1995.  Twenty  five 
lodge  rooms  have  been  set  aside  for  K.O.S.  members.  Rates  are:  $37.10  for  single 
occupancy,  $47.70  for  double  occupancy  (add  $5.30  for  each  additional  adult). 
Camping  facilities  are  also  available  on  a  first-come,  first-serve  basis.  For 
Reservations  phone  800-325-0083  or  fax  606-473-7741.  If  you  would  like  to  make  a 
presentation  at  the  Friday  evening  meeting,  please  contact  Mr.  Wayne  Mason, 
Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 
42101. 


A  Search  For  Information  On  The  1856/57  Edition  Of 
Audubon’s  Elephant  Folio 

Anne  L.  Stamm  and  Donald  Summerfield 

It  has  long  been  considered  that  only  two  editions  of  Audubon’s  Elephant  Folio 
were  published,  i.e.,  the  original  edition  of  1827-1838  and  the  Bien  edition  of  1858- 
60  which  was  not  completed  because  of  conditions  occasioned  largely  by  the  Civil 
War. 

Most  authors  and  Audubon  scholars  have  dealt  primarily  with  his  life  and  times, 
which  is  not  surprising,  considering  the  colorful  American  Woodsman  he  so  willing¬ 
ly  portrayed  and  the  interest  of  the  general  public  in  this  early  period  of  American 
frontier  life. 

However,  Francis  Hobart  Herrick,  the  first  definitive  biographer  of  Audubon, 
discussed  at  considerable  length  the  works  of  Audubon  in  his  “Audubon  the 
Naturalist”.,  The  bibliography  of  this  work  was  updated  later  in  the  “Auk”  and  the 
second  edition  of  “Audubon  the  Naturalist”. 

In  the  above  cited  references,  Herrick  stated  rather  affirmatively  that  the  Bien 
edition  of  1858-60  was  the  only  reissue  of  the  original  edition  of  1827-1838. 

Herrick  did  add,  however,  that  further  emendations  of  the  various  editions  of 
“Birds  of  America”  could  well  occur. 

Audubon  biographers  of  more  recent  years  seem  to  agree  that  the  aforemen- 
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tioned  two  issues  constitute  what  may  be  considered  the  only  original  editions  of  the 
elephant  folio. 

It  appears  to  be  well  established,  however,  that  from  1854  to  1861  Audubon’s 
two  sons,  John  Woodhouse  and  Victor  Gifford,  were  constantly  engaged  in  planning 
new  issues  of  their  father’s  works.  Audubon’s  wife,  Lucy,  is  known  to  have  made  var¬ 
ious  efforts  to  have  a  reissue  published  from  the  original  copper  plates. 

Regarding  the  endless  flow  of  reproductions  of  Audubon’s  works,  which  con¬ 
tinues  to  this  day,  Waldemar  H.  Fries  discussed  them  as  well  as  the  original  issues  in 
his  comprehensive  book,  “The  Double  Elephant  Folio”;  however,  we  have  not  been 
able  to  locate  any  reference  by  Fries  of  what  could  be  considered  an  original  edition 
beyond  that  of  the  1827-1838  edition  and  the  later  1858-1860  Bien  edition. 

During  the  last  few  years  we  have  observed  several  elephant  folio  size  Audubon 
prints  that  we  feel  are  not  a  part  of  the  two  known  and  recognized  editions. 

The  writers  recognize  and  are  aware  of  the  possible  existence  of  numerous 
restnkes  of  the  Bien  stones  by  a  Boston  book  dealer,  circa  1890. 

The  possibility  of  a  lesser  known  edition  of  “Birds  of  America”  led  to  the  exam-  , 
ination  of  many  mid  to  late  nineteenth  century  texts  and  references  pertaining  to 
Audubon.  This  search  proved  inconclusive  or  negative  until  upon  examining  the 
works  of  the  eminent  nineteenth  century  ornithologist,  Elliott  Coues,  it  was  found 
that  in  his  remarkable  bibliography  to  the  “Birds  of  the  Colorado  River”  that  he  men¬ 
tions  that  there  was  published  in  1856  a  set  of  texts  of  “Birds  of  America”  in  8vo  size 
without  attachment  to  an  issue  of  prints. 

It  was  decided  that  this  information  should  be  retained  for  reference  for  a  peri¬ 
od  during  which  a  continued  search  for  information  would  be  on-going. 

During  this  period  an  offer  to  the  public  was  found  of  an  elephant  folio  edition 
of  1 857  in  “Coues  Check  List  and  Ornithological  Dictionary”.  This  offering,  by  Estes 
&  Lauriat,  indicated  that  this  edition  of  Audubon’s  “Birds  in  America”  contained 
upwards  of  350  figures,  in  life  size,  bound  in  one  elephant  folio  volume,  41  x  27  inch¬ 
es,  with  four  volumes  of  consolidated  text,  all  bound  in  heavy  half  Russia.  This  offer 
further  stated  that  the  work  was  out  of  print  and  could  never  be  produced  again.  The 
figure  count  of  “upwards  of  350”  in  this  offering  would  place  it  well  within  the  size 
range  of  the  well  known  Bien  edition. 

In  the  fall  of  1994  we  received  an  inquiry  from  a  dealer  in  sporting  collectibles 
(David  Morton,  Borden,  Indiana)  regarding  an  advertisement  in  the  February  2,  1888 
issue  of  “Forest  &  Stream”  magazine  offering  for  sale  137  elephant  folio  size  origi¬ 
nal  Audubon  prints  of  the  1856  edition.  Mr.  Morton  forwarded  the  writers  a  copy  of 
this  advertisement  and  a  short  time  later  the  magazine  was  obtained  from  Mr. 
Morton. 

An  examination  of  this  offering  by  “Forest  and  Stream”  disclosed  that  it  listed 
137  separate  titles,  priced  separately,  printed  in  elephant  folio  size,  represented  as 
originals  of  the  1 856  edition,  with  figures  in  life  size  on  heavy  paper. 

Because  of  the  scarcity  of  information  regarding  this  1856/57  edition,  many 
questions  concerning  its  arise,  viz.,  the  number  of  sets  in  the  edition,  the  publisher, 
paper  identification,  printing  and  coloring  techniques  employed,  to  name  some  of  the 
more  important  ones. 

The  writers  are  interested  in  receiving  any  additional  information  that  may  be 
available  regarding  this  significant  1856/57  edition  of  the  Audubon  elephant  folio  and  its 
accompanying  volumes  of  text. 

—  9101  Spokane  Way,  Louisville  Ky.  40241-2425  (ALS)  and  9910  Prairie  Drive, 
Louisville,  Ky.  40272  (DS). 
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KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP  ROLL 


The  K.O.S.  membership  roll  that  follows  is  current  through  July  1995.  Everyone 
appreciates  having  their  name:  spelled  correctly  and  I  apologize  now  for  any  that  are 
misspelled.  This  is  a  great  opportunity  to  ensure  that  your  name  will  be  spelled  cor¬ 
rectly  in  the  future.  Please  forward  any  correction  of  names,  addresses,  etc.  to  the  edi¬ 
tor.  Also,  let  the  editor  know  if  you  prefer  to  use  a  nickname.  Thank  you. 


Abell,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Irwin  (Life) 

2  Indian  Hills  Trail 
Louisville,  KY  40207-1527 
Adams,  Dr.  Garrett  (Life) 

2975  Lexington  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Ahrens,  Dr.  Edwin 
21  Autumn  Hill  Court 
Prospect,  KY  40059 
Alexander,  James  E. 

1 704  Somerset  Place,  #2 
Louisville,  KY  40220 
Alsop,  Fred 
233  Heather  Lane 
Johnson  City,  TN  37601 
Aramont,  Robert 
5700  Rible  Lane 
Crestwood,  KY  40014-9724 
Atcher,  Mrs.  R.O. 

6912  Wythe  Hill  Circle 
Prospect,  KY  40059-9401 
Augenstein,  Patricia 
5040  W.  5th  Street  Road 
Owensboro,  KY  42301-8362 
Aylward,  Janet 
521  Zom  Avenue,  E-4 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Bagian,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 

302  Santee  Path 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Bailey-Dunn,  Ann 
2225  Lower  Gilmore 
Campton,  KY  41301 
Barr,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  C. 
3114  Boxhill  Court 
Louisville,  KY  40222-6167 
Barrington,  Percy  &  Peggy 
415  Highway  Avenue. 
Ludlow,  KY  41016 
Bauer,  Mrs.  Williams  H. 

1 19  N.  Birchwood  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40206-1521 


Beck,  Dorothy 
532  S.  Ft.  Thomas  Avenue 
Ft.  Thomas,  KY  41075 
Bell,  Jane  &  Pat 
306  Fairlawn  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Bennett,  Mark  S. 

259  West  Valley  Drive 
Russellville,  KY  42276 
Berry,  David  &  Shirley 
903  S.  English  Station  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40299 
Bilkey,  Wanda  &  Ren 
10835  N.  Skyline  Drive 
Floyd  Knobs,  IN  47119-8818 
Bird  Club,  Northern  Kentucky, 
P.O.  Box  463 
Burlington,  KY  41005 
Blahnik,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roland 
5806  Bonfire  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40207-2216 
Blankenship,  Clint 
2913  Gentry  Mill  Road 
Russell  Springs,  KY  42642 
Bloch,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Austin 
7410  Moredale  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40222 
Boggs,  Earl 
1645  Logana  Rd. 

Nicholas ville,  KY  40356 
Bolt,  Mary  Beth 
2601  Lincoln  Drive 
Clarksville,  IN  47129-1654 
Boms,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert 
2402  Chadford  Way 
Louisville,  KY  40222-6233 
Boswell,  Bess 
4401  Mt.  Vernon  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40220 
Bowne,  Mrs.  Edward 
1321  Woodmere  Lane 
Owensboro,  KY  42303 
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Boyd,  Paul  &  Elizabeth 
8501  Shelby ville  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40222 
Brandon,  Elizabeth 
2205  Grandview  Drive 
Floyd  Knobs,  IN  471 19 
Bratcher,  Thomas 
1 1 2  Israel  Drive 
Richmond,  KY  40475 
Bray,  Mrs.  &  Mrs.  James 
5350  Rollingwood  Trail 
Louisville,  KY  40214 
Brown.  William  H. 

527  1/2  Main  Street 
Shelby  ville.  KY  40065 
Brown/J.  Jones,  Robert 
47  Sterling  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40220 
Bryant,  Mrs.  Glen  W. 

527  Ridgewood  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Burdine,  Lola 
1 840  Gresham  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
Burke.  Elizabeth  A. 

3606  Klemer  Lane 
New  Albany,  In  47150 
Burkhardt,  John  &  Fleur 
2401  Branning  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40222 
Burnett,  Kathy 
2406  Harmony  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40299-2710 
Bums,  Mike 
4 1 89  Heartwood  Road 
Lexington,  KY  40515 
Busroe,  Mr.  Fred  (Life) 

80  Green  Valley  Acres 
Morehead,  KY  4035 1 
Buzzard,  Mickey  (Life) 

910  Adams  Street 
Sturgis,  KY  42459 
Cabaniss,  Anne 
219  West  Poplar  Street 
Corydon,  IN  47112-1033 
Caddell.  Mrs.  Damon 
203  Cambridge  Drive 
Paducah.  KY  42001 


Cade,  Carolyn 
8215  Seaforth  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40258 
Callahan,  Mr.  John 
5712  Renada  Drive 
Crestwood,  KY  40014 
Calvert,  Joe,  Berta,  &  Heather 
44  Meadowview  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40220-1404 
Caminiti,  Joe  &  Kathy 
4980  Middle  Creek  Road 
Burlington,  KY  41005 
Campbell,  Julie  B. 

2204  Douglas  Blvd. 

Louisville,  KY  40205 
Campbell,  Karen 
4305  Martha  Avenue 
Louisville.  KY  40220-3507 
Canterbury,  Ronald  A. 

1850  Seneca  Blvd.,  Apt.  #202 
Broadview  Heights,  OH  44147 
Carrillo,  Donna 
7003  Holsworth  Court 
Louisville,  KY  40222-6614 
Carroll,  Elaine 
2314  Rice  Pike 
Union,  KY  41091 
Carroll,  Fred 

2028  Wooldridge  Ferry  Road 
Lebanon  Junction,  KY  42701 
Carstens,  Nellie 
4904  Clovemook  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207-1 1 16 
Caruso,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  T. 
425  Powder  House  Lane 
New  Albany,  IN  40207 
Cary,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur 
4001  Napanee  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Casey,  Aldis  Norgello  &  Cheri 
602  Wimpleton  Place 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Cassell.  Richard  (Life) 

1278  Parkway  Gardens  Court 
Louisville.  KY  40217-3201 
Chaffin,  Dr.  David 

1606  Everhart  Drive  N.W. 
Cleveland,  TN  37311-1523 
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Chambers,  Harriet 
P.O.  Box  47 
Hazel,  KY  42049 
Chiles,  James  D. 

1253  Kings  Chapel  Road 
Cadiz,  KY  42211 
Clark,  Jacque 
4620  Shady  View  Drive 
Floyd  Knobs,  IN  471 19 
Clay,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Herbert 
P.O.  Box  7 

Falls  of  Rough,  KY  40019-0007 
Clay,  Grady 
330  Wildwood  Place 
Louisville,  KY  40206-2523 
Coates,  Mrs.  &  Mrs.  Roger 
1600  Louisville  Road 
Cox’s  Creek,  KY  40013-9517 
Coleman,  Ms.  Caroline  H. 

924  Sailors  Reef 
Fort  Collins,  CO  80525 
Conner,  Glenn 
9216  Holland  Road 
Scottsville,  KY  42164 
Conrad,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.J. 

264  Eleanor  Drive 
Gilbertsville,  KY  42044-961 1 
Cooper,  Ms.  Mildred 
102  Marshall  Drive,  Apt.  #2 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Crabtree,  George  &  Marian 
5076  General  Drive 
Ft.  Wright,  KY  41011 
Craven-Becker,  Colleen 
3846  Dogwood  Road 
Floyds  Knobs,  IN  47119-9359 
Culp,  Charles  &  Michelle 
3905  Meadowland  Drive 
Prospect,  KY  40059-9715 
Curry,  Lloyd 

3500  Marshall  Ridge  Road 
Greensburg,  KY  42743-9715 
Cypert,  Mr.  Eugene  (Life) 

P.O.  Box  1344 
Waycross,  GA  3 1 502 
Dalmas,  Mrs.  J.H. 

520  Rainbow  Forest  Drive 
Lynchburg,  VA  24502 


Danak,  Dorothy  L. 

2015  Grasmere 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
Davis,  Dr.  Wayne  H. 

130  Jesselin  Drive 
Lexington,  Ky  40503 
Davis,  Mrs.  Lawrence 
28  Pawnee  Terrace 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Davis,  Sharon  &  Charles 
899 1  Kingfisher  Lake  Road 
Maceo,  KY  42355 
Dawson,  Joyce 
3517  Windgate  Way,  N. 
Louisville,  KY  40517 
De  St.  Croix,  Brain  C. 

9600  Hedden  Hill  Road 
Elizabeth,  IN  47117-9419 
Deal,  Phyllis  J. 

750  Shaker  Drive 
Lexington,  KY  40504 
Denton,  Roseanna 
P.O.  Box  222 
Science  Hill,  KY  42553 
Dever,  Bonnie  &  Robert 
1872  Princeton  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
Dove,  Mary 
3917  St.  Germaine  Ct. 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Doyle,  Lester  R. 

1115  High  Street 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42101 
Drescher,  Betty 
17227  Highway  60 
Borden,  IN  47106-8606 
Dubke,  Kenneth  H.  (Life) 

8 1 39  Roy  Lane 
Ooltewah,  TN  37363 
Durbin,  J.O. 

1460  Douglas  Court 
Marion,  IA  52302 
Durell,  James  (Life) 

308  Meadow  Lane 
Frankfort.  KY  40601 
Eaden,  Tony  &  Brenda 
12784  U.S.  231 
Utica,  KY  42376 
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Ebel,  Diane 
222  Bonner  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Eff,  Jane 

125  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Ehlig,  Wm.  E. 

3904  Napanee  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Eklund,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Neil 
1 30  Winterhawk  Lane 
Danville.  KY  40422 
Elam,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gary 
Box  179 

West  Liberty,  KY  41472 
Eldred,  Mr.  Marshal  P. 

515  Club  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Elliot,  George 
914  Dixie 

Elizabethtown,  KY  42701-2520 
Elmore,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jackie  B. 

1 940  Heaton-Ford  Road 
Science  Hill,  KY  42553 
Erik,  Michael 
2045  Douglas  Blvd.  #6 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
Erwin,  Joe  Tom 
H  C  Box  152-5 
New  Concord,  KY  42076 
Figg,  Steven  Arthur 
1040  Everett  Avenue  #3 
Louisville,  KY  40204 
Finlay,  John  &  Linda  Stahl 
1512  Schuff  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
Finley,  Andrew  &  Emily 
4008  S.  3rd  Street 
Louisville,  KY  40214-1616 
Fitzgerald,  Bert  &  Alice 
2320  Clifty  Hollow  Road 
Madison,  IN  47205 
Flynn,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael  B. 

218  Shady  Lane 
Lexington,  KY  40503 
Ford,  Dr.  Lowell 
92  Sweetbriar 
Fort  Thomas,  KY  41075 


Ford,  James  B. 

Box  808 

Warsaw,  KY  41095 
Ford,  Joseph  M. 

1917  Merriewood  Drive 
Owensboro,  KY  42301-4915 
Fountain,  Mark  &  Sue 
129  N.  Hite  Avenue  #2 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Fowler,  Cindy 
1 1604  Kings  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40243 
Frazer,  Chastain  (Life) 

Box  246 

Marion,  KY  42064 
Freeman,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donovan 
P.O.  Box  861 

Bowling  Green,  KY  42102 
Fulkerson,  Mrs.  Samuel  C.  (Life) 
3505  Wilderness  Trail 
Louisville,  KY  40299 
Galitzine,  Judy 
7806  Pine  Meadows  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40241-2727 
Garrett,  Bob  &  Tina  Hester 
1817  Harvard  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40205- 1805 
Gillenwater,  Mrs.  James  E. 

P.O.  Box  1326 
Glasgow,  KY  42142-1326 
Gleason,  Jean  M. 

162  Ridgewood  Drive 
Pewee  Valley,  KY  40056-9074 
Goes,  Carol 
1705  Brook  Park  Drive 
Lexington,  KY  40515 
Gorman,  Ms.  Patrick 
4300  Talahi  Way 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Gould,  Peggy  D. 

222  Rolling  Acres  Drive 
Frankfort,  KY  40601 
Gray,  Downey  M. 

2009  Starmont  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207- 1161 
Gray,  Williard  (Life) 

P.O.  Box  1087 
Cadiz,  KY  42211 
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Grayson,  Charles 
153  Ringo  Avenue 
Frankfort,  KY  40601 
Greene,  Jeff 

1 1604  Summer  Glen  Way 
Louisville,  KY  40299 
Greene,  Jr.,  Dr.  William  C. 

RO.  Box  706 
Sandy  Hook,  KY  41171 
Greenwell,  Miss  Mary  Lydia 
2541  Griffith  Avenue 
Owensboro,  KY  42301 
Groneman,  Ed 
4123  Farm  wood  Court 
Erlanger,  KY  41018 
Guthrie,  Charles  (Life) 

1660  Normal  Drive 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42101 
Hall,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe 
595  Burba  Road 
Bardstown,  KY  40004-9327 
Hamm,  Michael  &  JoAnn 
1086  W.,  Secretariat  Drive 
Danville,  KY  40422 
Hancock,  James  W. 

235  Beagle  Park  Loop 
Madisonville,  KY  42431-9701 
Hankla,  Scott 
934  Brookhaven  Drive 
Frankfort,  KY  40601 
Hardesty,  Adrienne 
209  Franklin  Street 
Jeffersonville,  IN  47130 
Harm,  Mr.  Ray  (Life) 

HC  1  Box  1003 
Sonoita,  AZ  85637-9704 
Harpole,  Jr.,  Mr.  Bill 
P.O.  Box  4868 
Louisville,  KY  40204-0868 
Harrel,  Mary  K. 

7380  Falls  of  Rough  Road 
Caneyville,  KY  42721 
Hast,  Mrs.  Robert 
2128  Clinton  Place  West 
Owensboro,  KY  42301 
Haswell,  Robert 
1 1509  Spring  Heath  Court 
Louisville,  KY  40223-2658 


Hatten,  Chuck 
2001  Spring  Drive  #2 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
Hawkins,  Holly 
6920  Mt.  Vernon  Avenue 
Cincinnati,  OH  45227-4422 
Hayden,  Neal 
9219  KY  Highway  405 
Maceo,  KY  42355 
Helfrich,  Mr.  Eric  (Life) 

9020E  375  N 
Churubusco,  IN  46723 
Henderson,  Mrs.  Sue 
145  Sunset  Circle 
Cadiz,  KY  4221 1-6139 
Hensel,  Rose  M. 

7030  Corydon  Ridge 
Lanesville,  IN  47136 
Heye,  Paul  &  Marie 
4008  Carriage  Hill  Drive 
Crestwood,  KY  40014-9580 
Hill,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James 
14  Rio  Vista  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Hill,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  H. 

6237  Buckman  Drive 
Huber  Heights,  OH  45424 
Hines,  Richard 
4033  Westwood  Drive 
Nancy,  KY  42544 
Hinkle,  Wayne 
7504  Millet  Place 
Crestwood,  KY  40014 
Hodges,  Mrs.  Carolyn 
336  Waters  Edge  drive 
Somerset,  KY  42501 
Hofstetter,  Sonni  Lawless  &  S. 
720  W.  Main  Street  Apt.  #1 
Richmond,  KY  40475 
Hotchkiss,  Joyce 
734  N.  Barbee  Way 
Louisville,  KY  40217-2104 
Houghton,  Cindy  Moore  &  Tim 
2057  Douglass  Blvd.  #1 
Louisville?  KY  40205 
Howard,  Barry 

1 50  Levi  Jackson-Fariston  Road 
London,  KY  40741 
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Howard,  Donna  Ising  &  Anne  M. 
3504  Huron  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40218 
Howard,  Janet  &  James 
3534  Parrish  Avenue 
Owensboro,  KY  42301 
Hughes,  Debra 
5700  Toebbe  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40229-1373 
Hughes,  Mary  Walter 
220  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Hughes.  Jr.,  Henry  J. 

2826  Adams  Avenue 
Ashland,  KY  41 101 
Hulvershom,  Tom  K. 

6014  Indainola 
Indianapolis,  IN  46220 
Hurst,  Eileen 
1010  Boat  Dock  Road 
Somerset.  KY  42501 
Hyatt,  Carol 

6313  Mint  Spring  Branch 
Prospect,  KY  40059 
lies,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ramon 
2223  St.  James  Court 
Owensboro,  KY  42301 
Jackson,  Tom 

198  Crescent  Avenue  #10 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Jamagin,  Carolyn 

1012  Washington  Street 
Corinth.  MS  38834 
Jenkins,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stuart 
1215  Tranquil  Drive 
Jeffersonville,  IN  47130 
Jenkins,  Therese 
1215  Tranquil  Drive 
Jeffersonville,  IN  47130 
Johnson,  Karen 
1403  Helmridge  Court 
Louisville,  KY  40222-3923 
Johnson,  Mrs.  C.T. 

1211  Summit  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40204 
Johnson,  Thomas  &  Marilyn 
4606  Tween  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207 


Jones,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Hunt  B. 

1371  Bardstown  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40204 
Jones,  Mary 

381 1-B  Chamberlain  Lane 
Louisville,.  KY  40241 
Jones,  Mrs.  &  Mrs.  Howard  M. 
P.O.  Box  1837 
Glasgow,  KY  42141 
Jones,  Mrs.  Howard  P. 

2061  Switzer  Road 
Frankfort,  KY  40601 
Jones,  S.  Scott  &  Cheryl 
11110  Halkirk  Place 
Louisville,  KY  40243 
Karem,  Kenneth  L. 

126  Crescent  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Karsner,  Jason 
260  Schoolhouse  Road 
Frankfort,  KY  40601 
Kellenberger,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Grayson 
705  Nollingham  Parkway 
Louisville,  KY  40222-5608 
Keller,  Ned 

7066  Wesselman  Road 
Cleves,  OH  45002 
Kemper,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wesley 
8735  Linton  Road 
Cadiz,  KY  4221 1-8229 
Kessler,  Richie 
241  Rolling  Ridge  Way 
Simpsonville,  KY  40067-6666 
Kingsolver,  Dr.  Wendell  R.  (Life) 
RR  #2 

Carlisle,  KY40311  ( 

Kingsolver,  Mrs.  Virginia  (Life) 

RR  #2 

Carlisle,  Ky  40311 
Kirkland,  L.B. 

8757  Williams  Lane 
Lexington,  KY  40515 
Kiser,  Jr.,  James  D. 

HC  87  Box  2386 
Kona,  KY  41829 
Kistler,  Steve 
1 335  Sam  Goodman  Road 
Mumfordville,  KY  42765 
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Kleen,  Vernon  M.  (Life) 

RR  #2 

Athens,  IL  62613 
Klusmier,  Matt  &  Katie 
7606  Johnson  School  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40291 
Knapke,  Frank 
5745  Winding  Creek  Way 
West  Chester,  OH  45069-1709 
Knapp,  David 
7402  Fieldstone  Way 
Louisville,  KY  40291-2509 
Knight,  Rick 
804  N.  Hills  Drive 
Johnson  City,  TN  37601 
Korfhage,  Harriet  A.  (Life) 

2001  Glenview  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40222 
Kommam,  Lewis 
1 20  Fish  Hatchery  Road 
Morehead,  KY  40351 
Kramer,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  S. 
306  W.  Legion  Boulevard 
Owensboro,  KY42303 
Krieger,  Mrs.  William  (Life) 

1 30  Maple  Avenue 
Haworth,  NJ  07641 
Kruger,  Helen 
6706  Fegenbush  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40228 
Krull,  Frank  H. 

RO.  Box  99561 
Louisville,  KY  40269-0561 
Krull,  Mrs.  Mary  L. 

7304  Shadwell  Lane 
Prospect,  KY  40059-9412 
Lashbrook,  Mrs.  Emogene 
1 625  Dean  Avenue 
Owensboro,  KY  42301 
Lawrence,  Celia 
8618  Lakeridge  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40272 
Lawrence,  Col.  Austin  R.  (Life) 
92  Foster  Lane 
Palm  Coast,  FL  32137 
Leggett,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth 
P.O.  Box  1609 
Dyersburg,  TN  38025 


Lehman,  Robert  G. 

50 1  Ridgewood  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Lemons,  John  W.  (Life) 

104  Loftus  Drive 
Hopkinsville,  KY  42240 
Lemons,  Mr.  John  W.  (Life) 

1 04  Loftus  Drive 
Hopkinsville,  KY  42240 
Lenz,  Vicki 
8206  Lacevine  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40220-2895 
Lewis,  Jerry  Dr. 

217  W.  Carter  Avenue 
Clarksville,  IN  47129 
Lindsay,  Colin 
2388  Clarendon  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40205-3030 
Lodato,  Michael  J. 

925  Park  Plaza  Drive 
Evansville,  IN  47715 
Loetscher,  Jr.,  Dr.  Frederick  W. 

2064  Cardinal  Drive 
Danville,  KY  40422 
Lord,  Richard  W. 

1712  Brier  Circle 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42103 
Love,  Timothy 
301 1  University  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Machniak,  Angie 
2052  Midland  Avenue  #5 
Louisville,  KY  40204 
Maclean,  Father  John  S. 

401  Lagrange  Road,  P.O.  Box  433 
Pewee  Valley,  KY  40056-0433 
Magner,  Shawn  &  Kris 
425  South  Hubbards  Ln.  #40 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Mansmith,  Fred  and  Colleen 
6915  Wythe  Hill  Circle 
Prospect,  KY  40059 
Marion,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.P. 

7402  Lanfair  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40241-2717 
Marshall,  Mitchell  (Life) 

P.O.  Box  477 
Grayson,  KY  41143 
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Martin,  Mrs.  Francis  W. 

2114  Starmont 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Martin,  MD,  Jerry  W.  (Life) 

1 167  3 1 W  By  Pass 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42101 
Mason.  Wayne 
925  Park  Street 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42101 
Mathes,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  B. 
2712  Thompson  Drive 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42104 
McBride,  Candace 
3703  Fallen  Timber  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40241 
McBride,  Jr.,  John  T. 

3525  N.  Market  Street 
Shreveport,  LA  71107 
McCammon,  James  R. 

7322  Wesboro  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40222 
McCandless,  Judith 
330  Wildwood  Place 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
McClendon,  Linda 
PO.  Box  752 
Burnside,  KY  42519 
McEneaney,  Ray 
5613  Wolf  Pen  Trace 
Prospect.  KY  40059 
McFarland,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James 
8406  Robin  Hill  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40291 
McKinley,  Dr.  George 
PO.  Box  1567 
Glasgow,  KY  42142 
McKune,  Miss  Marie  E. 

3703  Warner  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
McNeely,  David  &  Wanda 
1 532  Cherokee  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
McNeely,  Lee  K.  (Life) 

Box  463 

Burlington,  KY  41005 
Mehnykovych.  Andrew 
12004  Running  Creek  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40243-1933 


Meier,  Evelyn 
6400  Chenoweth  Run  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40299-5150 
Meredith,  Sr.,  Ruth  &  Kenneth 
305  South  Lyndon  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40222-5548 
Merimee,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

2236  Emerson  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40205-2611 
Metzger,  Joyce 
3107  Dunlieth  Court 
Louisville,  KY  40241 
Middleton,  Cap 
PO.  Box  639 
Munfordville,  KY  42765 
Miller,  Dr.  Michael 
Rt.  2,  Box  1 14-A 
Murray,  KY  42071 
Miller,  Robert  &  Diane 
2440  Saratoga  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
Monohan,  Alice 
PO.  Box  7362 
Louisville,  KY  40257-0362 
Monroe,  Rose  &  Mark 
P.O.  Box  23447 
Louisville,  KY  40223 
Morris,  Mr.  Robert  L.  (Life) 

219  Taylor  Drive 
Lexington,  KY  40505 
Mosley,  Charlotte 
355  3rd  Street 
McHenry.  KY  42354 
Moss,  Mrs.  Ronald 
105  Chelsea  Drive 
Cynthiana,  KY  41031 
Mount,  C.  Eric 
537  Barbee  Way 
Danville,  KY  40422 
Mowery,  Carl  D. 

1406  Vine  Street 
Murray,  KY  42701 
Muntan,  Mrs.  J.V. 

4312  Catherine  Drive 
Crestwood,  KY  40014 
Nall,  Clara 
124  Bent  Pine  Court 
Brandenburg,  KY  40108-9140 
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Nature  Center,  Bemheim  Forest 
Bemheim  Forest 
Clermont,  KY  40110 
Neace,  Susan 
401  N.  6th  Street 
Central  City,  KY  42330 
Needham,  Mr.  Mark 
5402  Apache  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Nelson,  Deloris  H. 

2057  Greentree  Drive 
Richmond,  KY  40475 
Nelson,  Lee  K. 

6651  U.S.431 
Owensboro,  KY  42301 
Neumann,  Dossie  &  Wolf 
8502  Mingo  Court 
Louisville,  KY  40220-3477 
Nickell,  Helen  &  Harold 
105  Ashford  Drive 
Winchester,  KY  40391 
Niehoff,  P.  Tim 
1725  Gresham  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40205-2421 
Noel,  Mrs.  Joan  N. 

645  Foxfire  Road 
Elizabethtown,  KY  42701 
Noonan,  Doxie 
1915  Redleaf  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40242 
Noonan,  Dr.  Robert 
721  Executive  Park 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Oates,  Peggy 
3315  Brownsboro  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Olmstead,  Suzanne 
10616  Sycamore  Court 
Louisville,  KY  40223 
Olsen,  Mrs.  Humphrey 
217  Seminary  Street 
Vincennes,  IN  47591 
Orr,  Monica 
2419  Longest  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40204-2124 
Osbom,  Virginia  E. 

1023  Parkway  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40217 


Palmer-Ball,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Brainard 
8207  Old  Westport  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40222 
Paradis  III,  J.A. 

PO.  Box  98 
Goshen,  KY  40026 
Parker,  Catherine  &  Jim 
4107  Ciremos  Terrace 
Louisville,  Ky  40241 
Parker,  Ross  E. 

1 677  Hutcherson  Lane 
Elizabethtown,  KY  42701 
Pasikowskj,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  C. 
3 1 7  Iola  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Patrick,  Robert  F. 

2222  Village  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
Peak,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  William  P. 

1 9  Eastover  Court 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Peake,  Dr.  Richard  H.  ( Life) 

PO.  Box  28 
Wise,  VA  24293 
Pendleton,  Fran 
2304  Corydon  Pike 
New  Albany,  IN  47150 
Perkins,  William  T. 

3720  Marseille  Drive 
Owensboro,  KY  42301 
Peterson,  Dr.  Clell  T. 

901  N.  18th  Street 
Murray,  KY  42071 
Phillips,  Donna 
4638  Boxwood  Drive 
Owensboro,  KY  42303 
Pidgeon,  Jane  Teriot  &  Dennis 
3709  River  Bluff  Road 
Prospect,  KY  40059 
Pike,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  (Life) 

2143  Goldsmith  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40218 
Pitman,  Kim 
2034  Foxtrail  Drive 
LaGrange,  KY  40031 
Polston,  Pam 
4023  Alton  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
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Porter,  Joyce 
Rt.  i.  Box  13! 

Falls  of  Rough,  KY40119 
Pottinger,  Robert 
1 1 39  Euclid  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40208-1014 
Poundstone,  Mrs.  Bruce 
130  Hamilton  Park 
Lexington,  Ky  40504 
Powell,  Mr.  A.L.  (Life) 

9122  Hwy.  405 
Maceo,  KY  42355 
Prather,  Kerry 
5060  Louisville  Road 
Frankfort.  KY  40601 
Preserve,  Inc.  Oldam  Civic  Cntr.  &  Nat. 
P.O.  Box  160 
Goshen,  KY  40026-0160 
Purifoy,  Frances 
291 1  Springdale  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Raleigh,  R  ,  Glenn  ( Life) 

100  Cherry  wood  Drive 
Nicholasville,  KY  40356 
Randles,  Beverly  H. 

2900  Riedling  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40206-1415 
Ray,  Martin  &  Felicia 
8814  Lakeridge  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40272-2406 
Read,  Cindy 
1633  Tyler  Parkway 
Louisville,  KY  40204 
Redmon.  Malcom 

1312  Mill  Race  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40242-3616 

Reed,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Robert 
1919  Sussex  Place 
Owensboro,  KY  42301 
Reeder,  Dr.  Brian  C. 

1313  Ky.  Rt.  519 
Morehead,  KY  40351 

Reiss,  Ralph 
525  Landis  Lane 
Mt.  Washington,  KY  40047 
Renfrow,  Frank 
61 1  S.  O’Fallon  Avenue 
Newport,  KY  41073 


Richardson,  Mrs.  Nancy  E. 

2045  Alves  Ferry  Road 
Henderson,  KY  42420 
Rickert,  Jon  &  Roberta 
122  North  Main  Street 
Elizabethtown,  Ky  42701-1415 
Ricketts,  Arthur  S.  &  Martina  M. 
412  Center  Street 
Berea,  KY  40403 
Riese,  Tony  Lipka  &  Marilyn 
47 1 3  Kitty  Hawk  Way 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Riggs,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael 
3804  Willmar  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40218 
Ritter,  Tim 

4035  Woodruff  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40215 
Roberts,  Edward 
204  Wyckcliff  Drive 
Otisco,  IN  47163 
Roberts,  Waldon 
3792  Illinois  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40213 
Robertson,  Virginia  &  Joe 
401  Culpepper 
Lexington,  KY  40502 
Robie,  Carroll  M. 

2556  Seneca  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40205-2302 
Robinson.  Mark 
1722  Chestnut  Street  #10 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42101-3504 
Robinson,  Vera 
1722  Chestnut  Street  #8 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42101-3504 
Rogers,  Steve  and  Kim 
8807  Thixton  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40229 
Rommel,  Mrs.  Virginia  (Life) 

1 34  N.  Peterson  #8 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Rose,  Jo  Ann 
HC  66,  Box  837 
Faubush,  KY  42532 
Rose,  Joan  M. 

2027  Murray  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40205-1213 
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Rowe,  N.  Alice 
1029  Meadowwood 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42104 
Rowe,  William  C.  &  Margaret 
9033  Big  Bend 
St.  Louis,  MO  631 19 
Royer,  Lawrence 
235  S.  900  West 
Cedar  City,  UT  84720 
Russell,  Nancy  &  Marvin 
53 1  Claremoor  Drive 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42101 
Rust,  Delbert  H. 

885  North  Street 
Columbus,  IN  47203 
Ryen,  Dag 

4100  Parkers  Mill  Road 
Lexington,  KY  405 1 3 
Sandlin,  Dr.  Dennis 
P.O.  Box  7069 
Hazard,  KY  41702 
Sandlin,  Eileen  W. 

Box  21 

Buckhom,  KY  41721 
Schneider,  Miss  Evelyn  J.  (Life) 

21 1W.  Oak  #923 
Louisville,  KY  40203 
Schulten,  Robert 
8606  Loftingham  Court 
Louisville,  KY  40222 
Schultz,  Carl  J. 

501  Old  Stone  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Schutte,  Helga  (Life) 

#1 1  Green  Hill,  3017  Brownsboro  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
Segal,  Julie 

2000  Spring  Drive,  Apt.  8 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
Shadowen,  Dr.  Herbert  (Life) 

1927  Cedar  Ridge  Road 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42101 
Shannon,  Mrs.  Francis  P. 

135  Spring  Meadow  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40243 
Shwab,  Mrs.  Thomas  W. 

2  River  Bluff  Road 
Louisville,  KY  40207- 1007 
Smith,  Anna  Mae 
15405  Taylorsville  Road 
Fisherville,  KY  40023 
Smith,  Dr.  Tony 
340  Thicket  Lane 
Elizabethtown,  KY  42701-9541 


Smith,  Lawrence  D.  (Life) 

7010  Bearcreek  Drive 
Louisville,  KY  40207 
Smith,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter 
1 12  Countryside  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40243 
Sparks,  Larry  G. 

21 1 1  Village  Drive  #1 
Louisville,  KY  40205-1921 
Spencer,  Dr.  Donnie 
P.O.  Box  1129 
Hazard,  KY  41701 
Sprague,  Ed  &  Mary 
220  Hawthorne  Court,  Doe  Valley 
Brandenburg,  KY  40108-9440 
St.  Clair,  Doralee 
Rt.  1 

Falls  of  Rough,  KY40119 
Stahl,  Linda 
1512  Sc  huff  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
Stallard,  Carol  &  Jack 
10002  Mary  Dell  Lane 
Louisville,  KY  40291 
Stamm,  Mrs.  F.W.  (Life) 

9101  Spokane  Way 
Louisville,  KY  40241-2425 
Starr,  Dr.  Russell 
277  Country  Club  Estates 
Glasgow,  KY  42141 
Stedman,  Stephen  &  Barbara 
2675  Lakeland  Drive 
Cookeville,  TN  38501 
Steilberg,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur 
5320  Pendleton  Road 
Valley  Station,  KY  40272 
Stevenson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas 
P.O.  Box  #7 
Stanley,  KY  42375 
Stewart,  Josh 
Rt.  2  Box  557 
Hawesville,  KY  42348 
Still,  Jack 

227  Saunders  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40206-2850 
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Tichenor,  Carroll  &  Doris 

Williams,  Morris  D.  (Life) 
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Louisville,  KY  40204-2219 
Trapp,  John  L.  (Life) 
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Martinsburg,  WV  25401 
Triner,  Ed 

5601  Coach  Gate  Wynde  #26 
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Hawesville,  KY  42348 
Tucker,  William  T.  (Life) 
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Wood,  Elizabeth  Jane 
RR2  Box  177 A 
Sulphur,  IN  47174 
Worthington,  Charles 
1101  Worthington  Road 
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Yater,  Marjory  H. 

1511  Tyler  Park  Drive 
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IN  MEMO RI AM:  LACY  EDWARD  WILSON 

Ed  Wilson  died  Monday,  September  25,  1995  at  the  Owensboro  -  Daviess 
County  Hospital.  He  served  in  the  Army  Air  Corps  for  three  and  one-half  years  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  II.  He  was  a  former  school  teacher  and  principal,  and  from  1950  until 
he  retired  in  1975,  lie  was  assistant  superintendent  of  Daviess  County  Schools.  Ed 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Daviess  County  Lions  Club  and  served  as  the  club’s 
president  in  1975,  a  member  of  the  Audubon  Society  and  a  dedicated  member  of  the 
Kentucky  Ornithological  Society.  Ed  and  Elinor  participated  in  the  Midwinter  Bird 
Counts  every  year  and  attended  K.O.S.  meetings  whenever  possible.  The  local  chap¬ 
ter  and  the  statewide  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  will  miss  very  much  the  gen¬ 
erous  hospitality  of  Ed  and  Elinor  during  field  trips  at  their  farm  in  Sorgho.  Ed  will 
be  missed  by  the  K.O.S.  members  and  K.O.S.  extends  sincere  sympathy  to  his  wife, 
Elinor. 


IN  MEMORIAM:  JOHN  ADAMSON  CHEEK  II 

John  Adamson  Cheek  II,  a  life  member  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society, 
died  in  the  Olin  Clinic  at  the  Penney  Retirement  Community,  Florida  on  May  3, 
1995,  at  the  age  of  79.  He  was  a  native  of  Danville,  Kentucky.  He  held  degrees  from 
Centre  College  and  the  University  of  Kentucky.  At  the  latter  institution  he  earned  a 
Master’s  degree  in  zoology  (1953)  and  his  thesis  was  “Birds  of  Kentucky.”  In  his 
early  career  he  taught  in  local  high  schools,  but  joined  the  faculty  in  biology  and 
chemistry  at  Pikeville  College  in  1956.  He  later  joined  the  faculty  at  Lambuth 
College  in  Jackson,  Tennessee  and  later  joined  the  faculty  in  biology  and  anatomy  at 
Eastern  Kentucky  University  at  Richmond,  Kentucky.  He  also  did  additional  gradu¬ 
ate  work  at  the  University  of  Tennessee  in  Knoxville. 

In  1966  he  moved  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  where  he  did  research  work  in  the 
Museum  of  Zoology  at  the  University  of  Michigan  for  16  years.  In  1982  he  moved 
to  Penney  Retirement  Community. 

John  joined  K.O.S.  in  1951  and  when  possible  attended  K.O.S.  meetings.  His 
last  visit  was  at  the  Fall  Meeting,  September  22-24,  1989  at  Cumberland  Falls.  He 
served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  as  Councillor  from  1956-60  representing  eastern 
Kentucky.  John  will  be  missed  and  K.O.S.  extends  sincere  sympathy  to  his  wife, 
Annette. 


THE  NESTING  SEASON  -  1995 

Fred  M.  Busroe 

Rather  unusual  weather  occurred  during  the  period,  with  precipitation  below 
normal  for  June  and  July.  Temperatures  were  moderately  warm  in  much  of  the  state 
in  June  but  July  had  some  regions  with  near  record  temperatures  and  humidity  rates. 
The  hot  humid  weather  may  have  kept  many  observers  out  of  the  field  as  well  as  mak¬ 
ing  the  birds  inactive. 

Abbreviations  -  BBS  =  Breeding  Bird  Survey;  Bad  =  Bad  Branch  Falls,  Letcher 
County;  BCNP  =  Boone  County  Cliffs  Nature  Preserve;  Bell  =  Bellview,  Boone 
County;  BF  =  Bemheim  Forest,  Bullitt  County;  BBM  =  Big  Black  Mountain,  Harlan 
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County;  BNP  =  Beargrass  Nature  Preserve,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Brz  = 
Brazzle  Bridge,  McClean  County;  Bur  =  Burlington,  Boone  County;  CP  =  Cherokee 
Park,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  DW  =  Dinsmore  Woods,  Boone  County;  Falls  = 
Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Jefferson  County;  HCR  =  Hopewell  Church  Road,  Ohio  County; 
HAP  =  Hundred  Acre  Pond,  Hart  County;  Har  =  Hardin  County;  Hop  =  Hopkins 
County;  HWM  =  Homestead  Wildlife  Management  Area  (Peabody  Mines),  Ohio 
County;  Jel  =  Jellico  Mountain,  Whitley  County;  KCP  =  Kingdom  Come  State  Park, 
Harlan  County;  LC  =  Lexington  Cemetery,  Lexington,  Fayette  County;  LM  =  Lake 
Mary,  Hopkin  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County;  LRD  =  Laurel  River 
Dam,  Laurel  County;  Mad  =  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  MD  =  Markland  Dam, 
Gallatin  County;  MSP  =  Masterson  Park,  Lexington,  Fayette  County;  MC  =  Middle 
Creek,  Boone  County;  MCFH  =  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County;  Mont  = 
Montrey,  Owen  County;  Nel  =  Nelson  County;  Nic  =  Nicholas  County;  ORB  =  Ohio 
River  Basin,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Pet  =  Petersburg,  Boone  County;  Phel  = 
Phelps,  Pike  County;  PP  =  Pippa  Passes,  Knot  County;  Pro  =  Prospect,  Jefferson 
County;  PVM  =  Pleasant  View  Marsh,  Hopkin  County;  SP  =  Sutherland  Park, 
Prospect,  Jefferson  County;  Sun  =  Sunny  Brook,  Wayne  County;  TBS  =  Ten  Broeck 
Subdivision,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  WC  =  Wolpers  Creek,  Boone  County. 

Common  Loon  —  One  in  breeding  plumage  at  LRD  on  27  June  (CB). 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  One  first  year  bird  on  9  and  25  June  at  HWM 
study  area  (BF). 

Great  Blue  Heron  —  16  to  19  birds  at  MCFH  during  the  season  (normal  num¬ 
bers)  (FB). 

Great  Egret  —  Three  in  Hart  County  on  5  July  (SK);  23  at  HAP  13  July  (SK); 
4  on  16  July  at  Falls  (JB,  PB);  6  at  HAP  on  29  July  (SK);  16  on  23  July,  19  on  30 
July  (unusually  high  numbers)  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Snowy  Egret  —  One  at  MCFH  on  23  July  (second  record  for  Hatchery)  (FB). 

Little  Blue  Heron  —  One  adult  and  2  immatures  at  MCFH  on  23  July  (FB). 

Cattle  Egret  —  12  in  Hart  County  on  5  July  (SK). 

Green  Heron  —  12  at  HAP  on  13  July  (SK);  normal  numbers  at  MCFH  dur¬ 
ing  the  season  (FB). 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron  —  One  adult  on  30  July;  one  adult  and  two 
immatures  on  30  July  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Canada  Goose  —  Nested  in  TBS,  adult  seen  with  six  young  (AS);  adults  with 
young  in  two  areas  during  the  season.  Bur  (LMc);  adults  with  young  at  SP  (FM). 

Wood  Duck  —  Several  small  broods  were  observed  in  early  June  in  Pet  area, 
(LMc);  two  on  16  July  at  ORB  (JB,  PB);  15  on  29  July  at  HAP  (SK);  female  with 
young  at  Prospect  (FM). 

Black  Vulture  —  41  birds  on  1 1  June  in  Nelson  County  BBS  (HC,  KC). 

Turkey  Vulture  —  12  at  Falls  on  16  July  (JB,  PB). 

Osprey  —  One  at  Falls  on  30  June  (JB,  PB). 

Northern  Harrier  —  A  pair  nested  and  fledged  four  young  near  Hopwell 
Church  Road,  Ohio  County.  Observed  throughout  the  period  (KC,  HC,  JH,  ST,  MT). 
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Sharp-shinned  Hawk  —  A  pair  nested  in  the  LC  and  fledged  three  young 
(JW). 

Red-tailed  Hawk  —  Pair  fledged  2  young  in  early  June  at  Wolpers  Creek, 
Boone  County  (LMc);  One  being  harassed  by  Am.  Kestrel  on  28  July  over  Main 
Street,  Mad  (JWH ). 

American  Kestrel  —  i  over  Main  Street,  Mad  on  28  July  (JWH). 

Northern  Bobwhite  —  2  on  17  July  in  e.  Jefferson  County  (JB,  PB). 

Killdeer  —  19  at  HAP  on  29  July  (SK). 

Greater  Yellowlegs  —  2  on  16  July  at  the  Falls  (JB,  PB). 

Solitary  Sandpiper  —  Three  at  HAP  on  29  July  (SK). 

Spotted  Sandpiper  —  One  on  16  July  at  Falls  (JB,  PB). 

Caspian  Tern  —  Five  on  16  July  at  the  Falls  (JB,  PB). 

Mourning  Dove  —  42  on  29  June  in  n.  Hopkins  County  (JWH). 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  —  One  was  heard  on  1  June  in  se.  Owen  County  (LMc). 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  —  11  observed  in  June  counts  in  Hopkins  County 
(JWH);  3  present  at  BPS  all  season  (KC,  HC). 

Chuck-will’s- widow  —  1  to  3  heard  all  season  at  BPS  (KC,  HC). 

Whip-poor-will  —  One  heard  all  season  at  BPS  (KC,  HC). 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  —  Two  birds  all  season  at  BPS  (KC,  HC);  One  at 
BNP  on  17  July  (JB,  PB). 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee  —  One  bird  all  season  at  BPS  (KC);  3  on  1 1  June  in  Nel 
(HC,  KC);  1  on  18  June  at  CP  (JB,  PB). 

Acadian  Flycatcher  —  Two  on  7  June  at  BF  (JB,  PB);  3  on  21  June  on 
Highway  502,  Coiltown,  Hop  and  2  on  21  June  at  Brz  (JWH). 

Willow  Flycatcher  —  One  on  30  June,  Elk  Creek  Road,  Hop  (JWH). 

Eastern  Phoebe  —  Three  in  Har  and  3  in  Nel  on  1 1  June  (HC,  KC). 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher  —  Two  all  season  at  BPS  (KC);  2  on  7  June  at  BF 
(JB,  PB);  two  on  1 1  June  in  Nel  (KC,  HC). 

Horned  Lark  —  One  on  8  June  in  s.  Owen  County  (LMc). 

Purple  Martin  —  Ten  on  1 1  June,  Har  (HC,  KC);  64  on  26  July  LPew  (JWH). 

Tree  Swallow  —  Five  to  six  pairs  nesting  in  Hart  County  (SK);  2  on  2  June  at 
PVM  (JWH);  1  on  7  June,  BF  (JB,  PB);  130  birds  fledged  in  the  study  area  of  HWM 
(BF). 

Bank  Swallow  —  Small  numbers  were  present  at  Bel  and  Pet  gravel  pits 
through  the  season  (LMc). 

Cliff  Swallow  —  Five  nesting  pairs  were  at  LRD  on  26  June  (CB);  30  on  4 
July  at  Wolper  Creek,  Boone  County  and  during  the  season  about  50  nests  were 
active  at  MD  (LMc). 
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Carolina  Wren  —  36  recorded  on  June  counts  in  Hop  (JWH);  nested  in  Pro 
during  June  (FM). 

House  Wren  —  Two  birds  until  10  July  with  4  young  -  nest  destroyed  by  snake 
at  BPS  (HC,  KC). 

Wood  Thrush  —  Two  nests  at  BCNP  on  2  June  with  one  nest  containing  2 
young  (LMc);  four  on  7  June,  BF  (JB,  PB);  two  on  18  June  CP  (JB,  PB);  2  all  season 
at  BPS  (HC,  KC). 

Veery  —  Five  at  BBM  on  28  June  (FR). 

Gray  Catbird  —  Two  birds  all  season  at  BPS  (HC,  KC);  none  heard  or  seen  on 
BBS  on  1 1  June  in  Nel  (HC,  KC). 

N.  Mockingbird  —  28  recorded  on  June  counts  in  Hop  (JWH). 

Brown  Thrasher  —  1 1  on  June  counts  in  Hop,  fewer  than  normal  (JWH);  one 
on  7  June  at  BF  (JB,  PB). 

Loggerhead  Shrike  —  One  along  Highway  892,  Hop  on  30  June  (JWH). 

White-eyed  Vireo  —  Two  on  7  June  at  BF,  one  on  17  June  at  BNP  (JB,  PB). 

Solitary  Vireo  —  Two  at  Jell  on  4  June;  4  heard  at  PP  on  17  June;  one  at  Phel 
BBS  on  18  June  (SS);  8  at  BBM  on  28  June  (FR). 

Yellow-throated  Vireo  —  One  on  7  June  at  BF  (JB,  PB);  4  on  1 1  June  on  Nel 
BBS  also  2  at  BPS  (HC,  KC);  9  during  Phel  BBS  on  18  June  (SS). 

Red-eyed  Vireo  —  Sixty-eight  observed  on  Phel  BBS  on  18  June  (SS). 

Blue-winged  Warbler  —  One  on  Har  BBS  and  one  on  Nel  BBS  on  1 1  June 
(HC,  KC). 

Northern  Parula  —  One  on  8  June  at  Brown  Meadow  Lake,  Hop  and  one  on 
Highway  1294,  Dalton  area.  Hop  (JWH). 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  —  Three  at  Jell  on  4  June  -  found  at  this  same  loca¬ 
tion  in  June  1994  (SS);  20f  on  BBM  on  28  June  (FR). 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  —  One  near  tower  on  BBM  28  June  (FR). 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler  —  Two  at  Bad  on  27  June  (FR). 

Yellow-throated  Warbler  —  One  at  LPew  on  5  June  and  2  at  LM  on  8  June 
(JWH). 

Pine  Warbler  —  One  at  Pete  Gibson  Road  Hop  and  one  was  heard  singing  20 
days  in  Mad  (JWH). 

Prairie  Warbler  —  Two  on  Har  BBS  and  one  on  Nel  BBS,  1 1  June  (HC,  KC); 
two  singing  on  12  June  Dalton  area.  Hop  and  one  on  14  June  Leroy  Road,  Hop  (JWH). 

Cerulean  Warbler  —  25  counted  on  Jell  on  4  June  (SS). 

Prothonotary  Warbler  —  Only  three  observed  in  June  in  Hopkins  County  an 
apparent  decline  in  numbers  (JWH). 

American  Redstart  —  Four  at  BBM  on  28  June  (FR). 

Swainson’s  Warbler  —  One  heard  during  Phel  BBS  on  18  June  (SS);  2  on  27 
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June  in  Bad  (FR). 

Worm-eating  Warbler  —  6  on  7  June  at  BF  (JB,  PB). 

Ovenbird  —  Good  numbers  at  BCNP,  MC  and  DW  (LMc);  8  near  Bad  on  27 
June  and  abundant  at  KCP  on  27  June  and  3  at  BBM  on  28  June  (FR). 

Louisiana  Waterthrush  —  Pair  observed  carrying  food  at  MC  -  late  May  and 
early  June  (LMc). 

Kentucky  Warbler  —  One  on  each  BBS  in  Har  and  Nel,  1 1  June  (HC,  KC); 
good  numbers  at  BCNP,  MC,  and  DW  (LMc). 

Common  Yellowthroat  —  Total  of  27  on  1 1  June  BBS  in  Har  and  Nel,  2  all 
season  at  BPS  (HC,  KC);  total  of  74  recorded  on  ten  Hop  counts  during  June  (JWH). 

Hooded  Warbler  —  One  at  BF  on  7  June  (JB,  PB);  Good  numbers  at  BCNP, 
MC,  and  DW  (LMc);  10  at  Bad  on  27  June  (FR);  abundant  at  KCP  on  27  June  (FR); 
4  at  BBM  on  28  June  (FR). 

Canada  Warbler  —  Two  at  BBM  on  28  June  (FR). 

Yellow-breasted  Chat  —  Eight  birds  seen  on  1 1  June  Har  and  Nel  BBS  (HC, 
KC);  a  total  of  36  recorded  on  eight  June  counts  in  Hop  (JWH). 

Summer  Tanager  —  2  all  season  BPS  (HC,  KC);  12  recorded  in  Hop  during 
June  surveys  (JWH);  Nest  with  young  in  late  June  at  BCNP  (JCa). 

Scarlet  Tanager  —  One  on  1 1  June  in  Nel  (HC,  KC). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  —  One  heard  singing  on  1  June  near  Mont  (LMc); 
3  at  BBM  on  28  June  (SS);  a  pair  remained  along  MC  through  early  July  (JCa,  KCa). 

Blue  Grosbeak  —  Two  at  different  Owen  Co.  locations  on  June  1 ,  one  male  on 
8  June  near  Lusby’s  Mill,  Owen  County,  and  one  male  all  season  at  Pet  gravel  pit 
(LMc);  three  pairs  on  13  June  in  nw.  Green  County  (SK);  1  adult  near  AA  Highway, 
Maysville  on  26  June  (FR);  12  recorded  on  June  counts  in  Hop  (JWH). 

Indigo  Bunting  —  Numerous  (129  total)  on  ten  surveys.  Hop  (JWH);  6  at  BBM 
on  28  June  (FR). 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  —  One  near  tower  on  BBM  on  28  June  (FR). 

Dickcissel  —  None  observed  at  MSP  this  season  (JW);  25  on  29  June  n.  Hop, 
a  total  of  49  seen  on  June  counts  (JWH). 

Vesper  Sparrow  —  A  single  adult  was  observed  near  a  pond  in  Nic  on  26  June 
(VK,  WK). 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  —  Two  heard  during  Monticello  BBS  on  3  June;  8  dur¬ 
ing  Sun  BBS  on  5  June  (SS). 

Henslow’s  Sparrow  —  3  to  4  birds  +1  immature  at  HWM  on  17,  19,  and  27 
June  (KC,  ST,  MT). 

Dark-eyed  Junco  —  Four  on  BBM  near  tower  on  28  June  (FR). 

Bobolink  —  Four  pairs  nested  and  some  young  observed  at  MSP  (JW). 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  —  13  recorded  in  Hop  surveys,  probably  more 
numerous  than  this  indicated  (JWH). 
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Orchard  Oriole  —  Ten  recorded  on  June  surveys  in  Hop  (JWH). 

Northern  Oriole  —  Only  one  observed  on  ten  surveys  (8  June)  in  Hop  (JWH): 
5  on  17  June  at  BNP  (JB,  PB). 

Contributors  -  Jane  Bell  (JB);  Pat  Bell  (PB);  Clay  Black  (CB);  Fred  Busroei 
(FB);  Joe  Caminiti  (JCa);  Kathy  Caminiti  (KCa);  Herbert  Clay  (HC);  Kathryn  Clay 
(KC);  Blaine  Ferrell  (BF);  James  W.  Hancock  (JWH);  Janet  Howard  (JH);  Wendell! 
Kingsolver  (WK);  Virginia  Kingsolver  (VK);  Steven  Kistler  (SK);  Fred  Mansmith 
(FM);  Lee  McNeely  (LMc);  Frank  Renfrow  (FR);  Anne  Stamm  (AS);  Stephen 
Stedman  (SS);  Scottie  Theiss  (ST);  Marilee  Thompson  (MT);  Jim  Williams  (JW). 

—  UPO  1352,  Morehead  State  University,  Morehead,  KY  40351. 

Corrigendum:  OFL  =  Owsley  Fork  Lake,  Madison  County  in  the 
Abbreviations  section  of  THE  SPRING  SEASON  -  1995  (Ky.  Warb.  71:39)  should 
have  been  in  Rockcastle  County. 


PREY  USE  BY  LONG-EARED  OWLS  AND 
EASTERN  SCREECH-OWLS  IN  CENTRAL  KENTUCKY 
Verdie  J.  Abel1  and  Gary  Ritchison 
Department  of  Biological  Sciences 
Eastern  Kentucky  University 
Richmond,  KY  40475 

INTRODUCTION 

Although  widely  distributed  throughout  the  northern  United  States 
(Johnsgard  1988)  and  temperate  Canada  (Godfrey  1986),  there  have  been  few 
reports  of  Long-eared  Owls  (Asio  otus)  in  the  southern  United  States.  In 
Kentucky,  Monroe  et.  al.  (1988:33)  described  the  Long-eared  Owl  as  an  “extreme¬ 
ly  rare  fall,  winter  and  spring  visitant”  and  noted  that  the  species  had  been 
“recorded  less  than  25  times  in  the  state.”  Although  widely  studied  in  the  northern 
portions  of  its  range,  little  is  known  about  the  behavior  and  ecology  of  Long-eared 
Owls  in  more  southern  areas.  For  example,  most  information  about  the  food  habits 
of  Long-eared  Owls  in  North  America  comes  from  the  northern  United  States  and 
Canada  (Johnsgard  1988,  Voous  1988).  Little  is  known  about  the  food  habits  of 
Long-eared  Owls  in  more  southern  areas,  including  Kentucky. 

Unlike  Long-eared  Owls,  Eastern  Screech-Owls  (Otus  asio)  are  commonly 
found  throughout  much  of  the  eastern  United  States,  and  Monroe  et.  al.  (1988) 
describes  this  species  as  a  “fairly  common  to  common  resident”  in  Kentucky. 
Despite  this  wide  distribution,  relatively  few  data  are  available  concerning  the 
food  habits  of  screech-owls,  particularly  in  the  southeastern  United  States 
(Ritchison  and  Cavanagh  1992). 

'Present  address:  485  Englander  Court,  Worthington,  Ohio  43085 
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On  28  March  1991,  two  Long-eared  Owls  were  found  roosting  in  a  dense 
clump  of  cedars  on  the  Central  Kentucky  Wildlife  Management  Area  (CKWMA) 
in  Madison  County,  Kentucky.  A  search  of  the  immediate  area  revealed  120  pel¬ 
lets  and  pellet  fragments.  The  objective  of  this  study  was  to  examine  the  food 
habits  of  Long-eared  Owls  in  Madison  County,  Kentucky,  using  those  pellets.  In 
addition,  we  provide  information  about  the  food  habits  of  Eastern  Screech-Owls 
(0.  asio)  occupying  the  same  area. 

METHODS 

Preys  use  was  examined  by  identifying  the  remains  of  prey  in  pellets.  Long¬ 
eared  Owl  pellets  were  collected  as  described  above.  Eastern  Screech-Owl  pellets 
were  collected  from  boxes  and  natural  cavities  on  the  CKWMA  during  the  period 
from  November  1987  through  March  1991. 

Most  vertebrates  were  identified  using  skulls  and  other  bones  and  most  inver¬ 
tebrates  using  head  capsules  (Conant  1958,  Burt  and  Grossenheider  1964,  Borror 
and  White  1970).  Some  birds  and  mammals  were  identified  using  feathers  and 
hair,  and  these  prey  were  quantified  by  assuming  the  fewest  possible  number  of 
individuals  (e.g.,  feathers  from  one  species  were  assumed  to  represent  one  indi¬ 
vidual).  Crayfish  remains  in  pellets  were  highly  fragmented  so  we  assumed  that  a 
pellet  containing  crayfish  contained  one  individual. 

RESULTS 

The  pellets  of  Long-eared  Owls  yielded  1 1 1  prey  items.  One  species,  the 
Meadow  Vole  (Microtus  pennsylvanicus),  made  up  75.7%  (N  =  84)  of  all  prey,  and 
a  second  vole  species,  the  Prairie  Vole  (M.  ochrogaster),  made  up  an  additional 
17.1%  (N  =  19)  of  the  prey  items.  Other  prey  of  Long-eared  Owls  included  four 
(3.6%)  Harvest  mice  (Reithrodontomys  humulis),  three  (2.7%)  Short-tailed 
Shrews  ( Blarina  brevicauda),  and  one  unidentified  bird  (0.9%). 

Eastern  Screech-Owl  pellets  yielded  386  prey  items  (Table  1),  including  226 
invertebrates  (58.5%),  145  mammals  (37.5%),  13  birds  (3.4%),  one  amphibian 
(0.3%),  and  one  fish  (0.3%).  Among  invertebrates,  crayfish  and  beetles  were  the 
most  common  prey  items.  Screech-owls  also  preyed  upon  several  species  of  small 
mammals,  particularly  voles  (Table  1). 

DISCUSSION 

Long-eared  Owls  in  Madison  County  preyed  almost  entirely  on  small  mam¬ 
mals,  particularly  voles.  Similarly,  Marti  (1976)  reviewed  several  studies  of  prey 
use  by  Long-eared  Owls  in  North  America  and  reported  that  mammals  constitut¬ 
ed  98.2%  of  all  prey  (N  =  23,888)  and,  further,  that  two  genera,  voles  ( Microtus 
spp.)  and  mice  (Peromyscus  spp.),  accounted  for  82.2%  of  the  total  prey.  Further, 
voles  were  the  most  common  prey  in  21  of  28  North  American  studies,  while  mice 
were  the  most  common  prey  in  five  (Marti  1976).  Such  results  suggest  that  Long¬ 
eared  Owls  may  be  feeding  selectively  on  voles.  However,  Marks  (1984)  pointed 
out  that  the  “preponderance  of  Microtus  in  the  diets  of  North  American  Long¬ 
eared  Owls  is  related  to  the  scarcity  of  food  habits  data.  .  .”  from  other  habitats. 
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TABLE  1.  Prey  use  by  Eastern  Screech-Owls  at  the  CKWMA. 


Prey 

Occurrence 

N  % 

Mammals 

Short-tailed  shrew  (Blarina  brevicauda) 

28 

7.3 

Least  shrew  ( Cryptotis  parva) 

3 

0.8 

Unident,  bat 

2 

0.5 

Harvest  mouse  ( Reithrodontomys  humulis) 

1 

0.3 

White-footed  mouse  ( Peromyscus  spp.) 

14 

3.6 

Voles  (Microtus  spp.) 

23 

5.9 

Meadow  vole  (M.  pennsylvanicus) 

30 

7.8 

Prairie  vole  ( M.  ochrogaster) 

13 

3.3 

House  mouse  (Mus  musculus) 

8 

2.1 

Unident,  vole/mouse 

23 

5.9 

Mammal  subtotal 

145 

37.5 

Birds 

IJ 

Bluejay 

1 

0.3 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2 

0.5 

American  Robin 

1 

0.3 

Northern  Cardinal 

2 

0.5 

Nothem  Bobwhite 

2 

0.5 

Unident,  passerine 

5 

1.3 

Bird  subtotal 

13 

3.4 

Amphibians 

Small-mouthed  salamander  (Amby stoma  texanum) 

1 

0.3 

Fish 

Striped  shiner  (Notropis  chrysocephalus) 

1 

0.3 

Insects 

Grasshoppers  (Acrididae) 

14 

3.6 

Unident,  grasshopper 

1 

0.3 

Beetles  (Carabidae) 

12 

3.1 

Beetles  (Scarabidae) 

6 

1.5 

Beetles  (Tenebrionidae) 

18 

4.6 

Beetles  (unidentified) 

61 

15.8 

Bees  (Apidae) 

4 

1.0 

Unident,  insect 

6 

1.6 

Crustaceans 

Crayfish  (Cambarus.  spp.) 

2 

0.5 

Unident,  crayfish 

101 

26.2 

Arachnids 

Unident,  spider 

1 

0.3 

Invertebrate  subtotal 

226 

58.5 

Overall  total 

386 

100.0 
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For  example,  Marks  (1984)  noted  that  Long-eared  Owls  in  desert  areas  of  Arizona 
and  Oregon  fed  primarily  on  pocket  mice  ( Pemgnathus  spp.)  rather  than  voles. 
Rather  than  specializing  on  voles.  Long-eared  Owls  apparently  feed  opportunisti¬ 
cally,  with  prey  size  rather  than  prey  type  the  most  important  factor  in  food  selec¬ 
tion  (Marks  1984).  Previous  studies  suggest  that  these  owls  typically  prey  on  small 
mammals  weighing  between  25  and  50  grams  (Marti  1976,  Marks  1984).  Thus, 
the  high  percentage  of  Meadow  voles  and  Prairie  voles  in  the  diet  of  Long-eared 
Owls  on  our  study  area  probably  indicates  that  these  are  the  most  abundant  small 
mammals  in  their  size  range  on  the  CKWMA. 

Our  results  indicate  that  Eastern  Screech-Owls  use  a  wide  variety  of  prey, 
with  invertebrates  predominant  in  terms  of  total  number.  However,  small  mam¬ 
mals  are  typically  larger  than  most  invertebrates  (e.g.,  beetles)  and,  as  a  result, 
may  be  the  more  important  prey  in  terms  of  total  biomass.  Although  we  found  that 
relatively  few  birds  were  preyed  upon  by  screech-owls,  investigators  in  other  areas 
have  reported  that,  particularly  in  early  spring,  birds  may  be  a  common  prey  item 
(e.g.,  Ohio;  VanCap,  and  Henny  1975).  Several  investigators  have  noted  that  prey 
use  by  Eastern  Screech-Owls  varies  with  season  (Ritchison  and  Cavanagh  1992), 
with  small  mammals  used  more  frequently  during  the  non-breeding  period 
(September  -  February)  and  invertebrates  and  birds  during  the  breeding  period 
(March  -  August).  On  the  CKWMA,  screech-owls  prey  on  small  mammals  more 
frequently  during  the  non-breeding  season  and  on  invertebrates,  especially  beetles 
and  crayfish,  during  the  breeding  season  (Ritchison  and  Cavanagh  1992). 
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THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
FALL  MEETING,  SEPTEMBER  29, 1995 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  held  its  annual  fall  meeting  at  Greenbo 
Lake  State  Park  September  29,  30,  and  October  1,  1995.  President  Herbert  Clay, 
Jr.  welcomed  members  and  guests  to  the  Friday  evening  session  at  7:30  P.M.,  and 
introduced  one  of  our  finest  Friday  evening  sessions.  Lee  McNeely  discussed  pro¬ 
cedures  to  be  followed  when  completing  documentation  forms  in  reporting  unusu¬ 
al  bird  sightings  and  illustrated  his  remarks  with  slides.  He  also  discussed  the  N.A. 
Migration  Count.  Wayne  Davis  discussed  his  research  on  Bluebirds  and  Bluebird 
houses.  Gary  Ritchison  presented  the  results  of  some  of  his  studies  of  Screech  Owl 
feeding  habits,  accompanied  by  some  excellent  photography.  Mrs.  Damon  Caddell 
showed  an  amusing  film  of  a  Cardinal  feeding  Goldfish.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clay  host¬ 
ed  a  social  hour  at  the  end  of  the  meeting.  Hot  cider  and  concoctions  of  persim¬ 
mon  were  enjoyed  by  those  attending. 

Saturday  morning  field  trips  were  taken  in  the  park  and  also  at  the  Jesse 
Stuart  State  Nature  Preserve.  The  weather  was  ideal,  and  74  species  of  birds  were  j 
observed.  The  Board  of  Directors  met  at  3:30  in  the  lodge. 

Dr.  Blaine  Ferrell  presided  at  the  Saturday  evening  program.  The  Nominating 
Committee  presented  the  following  slate  of  officers:  President  -  Wayne  Mason, 
Vice-President  -  Wendell  Kingsolver,  Corresponding  Secretary-Treasurer  -  Kay 
Parker,  Recording  Secretary  -  Neil  Eklund,  and  Councillors  -  Mark  Bennett  and 
Steve  Kistler.  The  candidates  were  elected. 

Although  absent.  Dr.  Clay  was  praised  for  his  dedicated  service  to  the 
Kentucky  Ornithological  Society. 

The  evening  program  consisted  of  a  recent  videotape  by  Steven  and  Karl 
Maslowski  entitled  Birds,  Birds,  Birds.  The  photography  was  superb,  and  it  was 
an  excellent  training  tool,  particularly  for  beginning  birders. 

The  Fall  meeting  was  concluded  on  Sunday  with  additional  field  trips.  The 
total  number  of  bird  species  observed  during  the  weekend  was  77. 

—  Herb  Shadown,  Recording  Secretary 


ATTENDANCE  AT  THE  FALL  MEETING 

BEREA:  Art  Ricketts  and  Tina  Ricketts 

BOWLING  GREEN:  Blaine  Ferrell,  Priscilla  Ferrell,  Herb  Shadowen,  and  Jacky 
Shadowen 

BURLINGTON:  Joe  Caminiti,  Kathy  Caminiti,  Lee  McNeely,  and  Lynda  McNeely 

DANVILLE:  Jenny  Eklund  and  Neil  Eklund 

FALLS  OF  ROUGH:  Herbert  Clay,  Kathryn  Clay,  and  Joyce  Porter 

FRANKFORT:  James  Durell 

GILBERTSVILLE:  Rowena  Cary 

HAZARD:  Dennis  Sandlin  and  Eileen  Sandlin 

LEXINGTON:  Gerry  Williams,  Jim  Williams,  Shirley  Davis,  and  Wayne  Davis 
LOUISVILLE:  Mary  Bill  Bauer,  Richard  Cassell,  Doxie  Noonan,  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  Kay  Parker,  and  Anne  Stamm 
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MACEO:  Bert  Powell  and  Millie  Powell 
MOREHEAD:  Fred  Busroe 

MORGANTOWN:  Carroll  Tichenor  and  Doris  Tichenor 
OWENSBORO:  Margaret  Craig  and  Marilee  Thompson 
PADUCAH:  Bernice  (Mrs.  Damon)  Caddell 
PROSPECT:  Fred  Mansmith 

RICHMOND:  Gary  Ritchison,  Tammy  Ritchison,  Brenda  Thompson,  and  Pete 
Thompson 

RUSSELLVILLE:  Mark  Bennett 
UTICA:  Brenda  Eaden  and  Tony  Eaden 
WINCHESTER:  Lowell  Strine  and  Susan  Strine 


BIRDS  OBSERVED  AT  THE  FALL  MEETING,  1995 

Birds  observed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  on  field  trips  at  Greenbo  Lake  State 
Resort  Park  were  Great  Blue  Heron,  Green-backed  Heron,  Canada  Goose,  Wood 
Duck,  Mallard,  Turkey  Vulture,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Red-shouldered  Hawk, 
Red-tailed  Hawk,  Merlin,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Solitary  Sandpiper,  Spotted  Sandpiper, 
Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Black-billed  Cuckoo,  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo, 
Chimney  Swift,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker,  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker, 
Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Eastern  Wood-Pewee,  Eastern  Phoebe, 
Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  Carolina  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Carolina  Wren,  Eastern 
Bluebird,  Swainson’s  Thrush,  Wood  Thrush,  American  Robin,  Gray  Catbird, 
Northern  Mockingbird,  Cedar  Waxwing,  European  Starling,  Solitary  Vireo, 
Yellow-throated  Vireo,  Tennessee  Warbler,  Northern  Parula,  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler,  Magnolia  Warbler,  Cape  May  Warbler,  Yellow-rumped  Warbler,  Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler,  Blackburnian  Warbler,  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  Pine 
Warbler,  Bay-breasted  Warbler,  Blackpoll  Warbler,  Black-and- White  Warbler, 
Ovenbird,  Common  Yellowthroat,  Hooded  Warbler,  Canada  Warbler,  Summer 
Tanager,  Scarlet  Tanager,  Northern  Cardinal,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Rufous¬ 
sided  Towhee,  Chipping  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  Common 
Grackle,  House  Finch,  and  American  Goldfinch  for  a  total  of  74  species.  An 
Osprey,  Eastern  Screech-Owl,  and  Great  Horned  Owl  were  added  on  Sunday 
morning  bringing  the  species  total  to  77. 

Species  observed  at  the  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery  on  Sunday  included. 
Pied-billed  Grebe,  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Green-backed 
Heron,  Canada  Goose,  American  Black  Duck,  Blue-winged  Teal,  Northern 
Pintail,  Black  Vulture,  Turkey  Vulture,  Osprey,  Peregrine  Falcon,  American 
Kestrel,  Wild  Turkey,  Semipalmated  Plover,  Killdeer,  Sanderling,  Least 
Sandpiper,  Baird’s  Sandpiper,  Long-billed  Dowitcher,  Common  Snipe,  Mourning 
Dove,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  Brown  Thrasher,  Northern 
Cardinal,  Song  Sparrow,  Savannah  Sparrow,  American  Goldfinch  and  House 
Sparrow.  The  18  new  species  observed  at  the  hatchery  brought  the  total  species 
count  for  the  weekend  to  95  species. 
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KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
TREASURER’S  REPORT  (UNAUDITED) 
April  7, 1995  through  September  7, 1995 
Kay  Parker,  Secretary-Treasurer 


Receipts 

Petty  cash  deposit  (KOS  Spring  meeting) 

Membership  dues 

Annotated  checklists 

Spring  1995  KOS  registration 

Sale  of  Burt  Monroe’s  book 

KOS  patches 

Gordon  Wilson  Fund 

Purchase  of  Warbler  back  issues 

Checklists 


Starting  balance  $4139.73 

100.00 
886.58 
136.97 
115.00 
84.70 
5.00 
50.00 
60.00 
_ 6M. 


1444.25  1444,25 

5583.98 


Disbursements 

Petty  cash  for  1995  Spring  meeting  100.00 

Auditor  150.00 

Postage  67.83 

Reimbursement  to  Brainard  Palmer-Ball  215.13 

Endowment  Fund  (life  memberships)  704.00 

Bank  charges  5.00 

Phone  reimbursement  to  Mike  Stinson  120.09 

South  Central  Bell  162.20 

Kentucky  Warbler  &  envelope  printing  77 1 .06 

Ky.  State  Treasurer  4.00 

Reimbursement  to  Kay  Parker  for  copies, 

postage,  supplies,  etc.  (Fall  94-95)  135.20 


2434.51  2434.51 

Ending  bank  balance  3149.47 


KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
STATEMENT  OF  FINANCIAL  POSITION 


Financial  Institution 

Tvpe  of  Account 

Balance 

Comments 

Great  Financial  Fed. 

Cert,  of  Dep. 

$1150.08 

Matures  11/29/96 

Great  Financial  Fed. 

Cert,  of  Dep. 

1725.12 

Matures  1 1/29/96 

Great  Financial  Fed. 

Cert,  of  Dep. 

2721.67 

Matures  1 1/02/95 

Great  Financial  Fed. 

Savings  (Gordon 
Wilson  Fund) 

5272.97 

National  City  Bank 

*Bus.  Saving 

751.02 

National  City  Bank 

Checking 

3149.47 

PNC  Bank 

Money  Market 
(Endowment) 

4328.36 

Republic  Bank 

Cert,  of  Dep. 

1127.41 

Matures  1 1/20/95 

Republic  Bank 

Cert,  of  Dep. 

1 127.41 

Matures  1 1/20/95 

Republic  Bank 

Cert,  of  Dep. 

1192.21 

Matures  1 1/27/95 

*  Bus.  Savings  now  called  Business  Exempt  Checking  with  monthly  service  charged  waived  ($5). 
Also  known  as  Burt  Monroe  Avain  Research  Fund 
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FIELD  NOTE 

Roseate  Spoonbill  in  Fulton  County 

On  September  13,  1994,  we  were  birding  at  Lake  No.  9  in  western  Fulton 
County,  when  we  discovered  a  Roseate  Spoonbill  ( Ajaia  ajaja)  with  a  large  group  of 
mixed  wading  birds  that  included  at  least  500  Great  Egrets  (Casmerodius  albus),  150 
Great  Blue  Herons  (Ardea  herodias),  50  Snowy  Egrets  (Egretta  thula),  and  a  few 
Little  Blue  Herons  (Egretta  caerulea).  The  spoonbill  was  discovered  as  it  loafed  with 
the  other  waders  near  the  lake’s  southern  end,  and  it  was  studied  until  dusk.  On  the 
following  day,  we  again  observed  the  spoonbill  as  it  rested  and  fed  in  the  shallow 
water  of  the  lake,  and  Palmer-Ball  obtained  several  photographs.  The  bird  was  very 
noticeable  due  to  the  pinkish  coloration  of  the  wings  and  underparts,  as  well  as  the 
flattened,  chalk-colored  bill.  It  was  intermediate  in  size  between  the  larger  Great 
Egrets  and  smaller  Snowy  Egrets  standing  nearby.  The  head,  neck  and  breast  were 
white,  while  the  back  was  pale  pink.  In  flight,  the  wings  linings  were  bright  pink  and 
the  neck  was  carried  outstretched  in  front  of  the  body.  Wing  beats  were  strong  and  the 
feet  trailed  noticeably  behind  the  tail.  In  flight,  the  tail  appeared  to  be  pink.  The  legs 
were  pinkish  in  color  with  dark  knee  joints  and  feet.  The  head  appeared  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  feathered,  indicating  that  it  was  probably  bom  earlier  in  the  late  winter/early 
spring  breeding  season  of  1994. 

During  our  periods  of  observation,  the  bird  was  normally  observed  resting, 
preening,  or  feeding  in  the  shallow  water,  but  it  regularly  flew  up  to  perch  in  the  scat¬ 
tered  cypress  trees,  and  was  seen  several  times,  by  others  to  fly  south  into  Tennessee 
where  it  also  fed  and  rested  with  waders  on  nearby  bodies  of  water.  On  September 
14th  we  met  Rick  Eastridge,  a  student  from  the  University  of  Tennessee,  who  actual¬ 
ly  was  the  first  person  to  observe  the  Roseate  Spoonbill  in  the  area.  He  had  observed 
the  bird  several  days  previous  to  the  13th  as  it  fed  on  a  small  backwater  area  about  a 
mile  away  in  Tennessee. 

Subsequent  to  our  observations  on  the  14th,  the  Roseate  Spoonbill  was  observed 
on  several  other  occasions  by  a  variety  of  birders  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  The 
best  photographs  of  the  bird  were  obtained  late  in  the  day  on  September  14th  by  Jeff 
Wilson  of  Memphis.  It  was  apparently  last  observed  at  Lake  No.  9  on  September  17th 
by  Mark  Greene.  Interestingly,  on  September  29,  1994,  probably  the  same  spoonbill 
was  observed  with  a  large  flock  of  egrets  on  the  Mississippi  River  near  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  Heloise,  Tennessee,  approximately  35  miles  southwest  of  Lake  No.  9  (Glenn 
Criswell,  pers.  comm.) 

This  represents  the  second  documented  record  of  Roseate  Spoonbill  for 
Kentucky  and  the  second  within  five  year.  The  first  bird  was  observed  at  Honker 
Lake,  Land  Between  the  Lakes,  in  August  1989  (J.  Flam,  Kentucky  Warbler  65:96, 
1989).  The  Roseate  Spoonbill  may  be  becoming  more  regular  in  the  region.  Reports 
in  American  Birds  (e.g.  AB  43:1327,  1989;  AB  47:105,  1993)  indicate  that  there  has 
been  an  increasing  number  of  records  in  the  lower  Mississippi  Valley,  suggesting  that 
we  might  expect  the  species  to  turn  up  with  increasing  regularity. 

-Donald  Parker,  5705  Midnight  Lane,  Louisville,  40229,  Jackie  Elmore,  1940 
Heaton  Ford  Road,  Science  Hill,  42553,  and  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  8207  Old 
Westport  Road,  Louisville,  40222. 
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NEW  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird 
sightings  from  around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 


K.O.S.  Avain  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avain  Research  Grant 
Fund.  Persons  that  need  money  ( i.e up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting 
research  on  birds  in  Kentucky  should  contact  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society 
Avain  Research  Grant  Fund  Committee  do  Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology, 
Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green  Kentucky  42101  for  a  set  of  guidelines 
and  an  application  form. 


K.O.S.  is  Grateful  to  Annette  Cheek 

K.O.S.  thanks  Annette  Cheek  for  her  generous  gift  of  $1,000  dollars  to  the 
Avian  Research  Fund  in  memory  of  her  late  husband  (see  IN  MEMORLAM:  JOHN 
ADAMSON  CHEEK  II). 


Kentucky  Birds  Record  Committee 

Lee  McNeely  is  the  new  secretary  of  the  Kentucky  Birds  Record  Committee 
(KBRC).  Please  send  all  reports  and  documentation  of  unusual  sightings  that  need  to 
be  considered  by  the  KBRC  to  Lee  at  P.O.  Box  463,  Burlington,  Kentucky  41005. 


Corrections  to  the  K.O.S.  Membership  Roll 

I  thank  those  who  took  the  time  to  write  concerning  corrections  to  the  K.O.S. 
membership  roll.  The  following  listing  includes  corrected  addresses  or  membership 
status. 

Brad  Andres,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Migratory  Bird  Management, 
1 101  East  Tudor  Road,  Anchorage,  AK  99503-6199  (Life  Member). 

Hap  Chambers,  Rt.  7,  Box  92,  Murray,  KY  442071. 

Joyce  Dawson,  3517  Windgate  Way,  N„  Lexington,  KY  40517. 

Jerome  A.  Jackson,  Department  of  Biological  Sciences,  Mississippi  State 
University,  Box  Z,  Mississippi  State,  MS  39762. 

Larry  W.  Webb,  10730  Barren  River  Road,  Bowling  Green,  KY  42101-9451 
(Life  Member). 
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THE  COVER 

We  thank  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  for  this  photograph  of  an  adult  Common 
Black-headed  Gull  (Lams  ridibundus)  in  the  company  of  a  large  flock  of  gulls  at  the 
Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Jefferson  County  (see  Field  Note  section).  Also,  note  the  underwing 
pattern  on  the  stretched  wing. 
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THE  FALL  SEASON,  1995 
Fred  M.  Blisroe 

The  fall  weather  was  unusual,  with  August  almost  five  degrees  above  normal,  while 
central  Kentucky  had  its  coldest  November  since  1976  (six  degrees  below  normal). 
However,  good  numbers  of  Sandhill  Cranes  were  reported  moving  through  the  state. 
Shorebirds  were  scarce  in  western  Kentucky  because  high  water  levels  in  the  lakes  reduced 
:  available  habitat.  Warblers  appeared  in  fair  numbers  in  mixed  flocks  across  the  state. 

Abbreviations  -  AJJ  =  A.J.  Jolly  Park,  Campbell  County;  Bar  =  Lake  Barkley,  Trigg 
County;  BNP  =  Beargrass  Nature  Preserve,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Bell  =  Bellevue, 
Campbell  County;  Ber  =  Bemheim  Forest,  Bullitt  County;  BBL  =  Big  Bone  Lick  State 
Park,  Boone  County;  BPS  =  Big  Pond  Sanctuary,  Grayson  County;  Bur  =  Burlington, 
Boone  County;  CEL  =  Camp  Ernst  Lake,  Boone  County;  CRL  =  Cave  Run  Lake,  Rowan 
County;  Che  =  Cherokee  Park,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  CL  =  City  Lake  #1, 
Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  Cox  =  Cox’s  Creek,  Nelson  County;  Dan  =  Danville, 
Boyle  County;  Dix  =  Dix  Dam,  Mercer  County;  EBP  =  East  Bend  Power  Plant,  Boone 
County;  Falls  =  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Hon  =  Honker  Lake,  Land 
Between  the  Lakes,  Trigg  County;  LBL  =  Land  Between  the  Lakes;  LC  =  Lake  Camico, 
Nicholas  County;  LCk  =  Lick  Creek,  Boone  County;  LWB  =  Louisville  Water  Company 
Water  Basin,  Jefferson  County;  Mad  =  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  MK  =  Markland 
Dam,  Gallatin  County;  Meh  -  Mendhal  Dam,  Brackin  County;  MCFH  =  Minor  Clark 
Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County;  Oko  =  Okolona,  Jefferson  County;  OLF  =  Outer  Loop 
Landfill,  Jefferson  County;  ORB  =  Ohio  River  Basin,  Jefferson  County;  OCP  =  Otter 
Creek  Park,  Meade  County;  Pea  =  Peabody  Strip  Mine  Management  Area,  Ohio  County; 
Pet  =  Petersburg,  Boone  County;  Pew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County;  Pen  =  Pennyroyal 
State  Resort  Park,  Christian  County;  PF  =  Porter  Farm,  Grayson  County;  QL  =  Quarry 
Lake,  Fayette  County;  Riv  =  Riverfields  Sanctuary,  Jefferson  County;  RH  =  Rabbit  Hash, 
Boone  County;  RRL  =  Rough  River  Lake,  Grayson  County;  Rtm  =  Rivertown  Marina, 
Campbell  County;  SC  =  Short  Creek,  Grayson  County;  Tay  =  Taylor  Park,  Newport. 
Campbell  County;  TSP  =  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  Tow  = 
Towhead  Island,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  UKF  =  University  of  Kentucky  Farm, 
Fayette  County;  War  =  Warsaw,  Gallatin  County;  Yah  =  Yahoo  Falls,  McCreary  County. 

Common  Loon  —  One  on  Ohio  River  at  RH  on  1 1  November  (LMc);  3  at  Tow  on  12 
November  (JB,  PB);  2  near  dam  on  CRL  on  17  November  and  30  on  main  lake,  CRL  on 
18  November  (FB);  1  at  Pew  on  20  November  (JWH);  3  at  MK  on  23  November  (LMc). 

Pied-billed  Grebe  —  Six  at  QL  on  7  October  (WD);  two  to  five  at  LC  during 
October  (VK,  WK);  6  at  Pen  on  17  October  (JWH);  20  on  17  October  and  41  on  20 
November  at  Pew  (JWH);  fairly  common  in  small  numbers  in  Boone  and  Campbell  coun¬ 
ties  during  November  (LMc). 

Horned  Grebe  —  One  at  Tay  on  29  October  (F^R);  7  at  Tow  on  12  November  (JB,  PB). 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  One  to  three  at  MCFH  during  August  and 
September  (FB);  10  to  12  at  Dix  on  21  August  and  2  September  (GE,  NE);  regular  along 
Ohio  River  with  12  at  EBP  on  16  September  (LMc);  1  at  Pew  on  19  September  and  4  on 
4  October  (JWH);  one  at  AJJ  on  29  September  (FR);  single  birds  at  LC  on  7  and  14 
October  and  1  November  (VK,  WK);  one  at  RRL  on  12  October  (KC,  HC);  7  at  Meh  on 
17  October  (FR);  1  at  AJJ  on  22  October  (FR);  15  at  Tow  on  4  November  (JB,  PB). 

Great  Blue  Heron  —  Up  to  14  at  Dix  during  the  period  (GE,  NE);  several  single 
observations  at  Pew  during  the  period  (JWH);  36  at  Falls  on  10  August  and  34  on  6 
October  (JB,  PB);  an  average  20  during  the  period  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Great  Egret  —  Four  at  a  Hart  County  location  through  August  (MS);  1 2  at  Falls  on 
10  August  (JB,  PB);  10  to  12  at  Dix  21  August  and  2  September  (GE,  NE);  three  to  13 
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birds,  above  normal  numbers  at  MCFH  during  August  and  September  (FB);  11  on  LCk 
on  16  September  (LMc). 

Green-backed  Heron  —  One  at  Bean  Cemetery  Road,  Hopkins  County  on  16 
August  (JW'H);  2  last  seen  at  BPS  on  18  September  (KC);  1  at  Pew  on  12,  19,  27 
September  (JWH);  last  observation  at  MCFH  on  1  October  (FB). 

Snow  Goose  —  One  blue-phase  at  UKF  on  9  October  ( WD);  a  single  blue-phase  at 
MCFH  on  17  November  (FB). 

Canada  Goose  —  A  tlock  of  about  40  was  seen  feeding  near  Seneca  Park  on  19 
November  (S). 

Wood  Duck  —  35  at  farm  pond.  Pet  on  2 1  October  (LMc);  35  at  BPS  several  nights 
in  mid-November  (KC). 

Green-winged  Teal  —  20  at  farm  pond  near  EBP  on  16  September  (LMc);  1  at 
MCFH  on  1 1  November  (FB). 

American  Black  Duck  —  20  at  ORB  on  4  November  (JB,  PB). 

Mallard  — -21  on  8  November,  35  on  20  November,  and  20  on  27  November  at 
Pew  (JWH);  60+  in  Dix  on  25  November  (GE,  NE). 

Northern  Pintail  —  A  single  female  at  MCFH  from  15  to  17  September  (FB). 

Blue-wing  Teal  —  Eight  at  EBP  on  16  September  (LMc);  150  on  LC  on  14 
October  (VK,  WK);  40  at  MCFH  on  15  October  (FB);  2  at  CEL  on  20  October  (LMc). 

Northern  Shoveler  —  Two  to  five  were  seen  at  farm  pond.  Pet  from  21  October 
to  5  November  and  8  at  CEL  (LMc);  8  on  1 1  November  and  10  on  26  November  at  LWB 
(JB,  PB). 

Gadwall  —  Approximately  30  at  Goose  Pond,  CRL  during  November  (FB). 

American  Wigeon  —  Approximately  25  at  Goose  Pond,  CRL  during  November 

(FB). 

Redhead  —  17  at  CL  on  17  November  (JWH). 

Ring-necked  Duck  —  5  on  LC  on  17  October  (VK,  WK);  5  at  CEL  on  8  November 
(LMc);  7  at  CL  on  17  November  (JWH). 

Lesser  Scaup  —  Three  on  LC  14  October  (VK,  WK). 

Bufflehead  —  Four  at  Pew  on  20  November  (JWH);  8  arrived  at  MCFH  on  3 
November  but  had  increased  to  about  75  by  30  November  (FB). 

Surf  Scoter  —  One  was  seen  at  Rtm  on  21  and  22  November  (FR);  3  were  on  the 
Ohio  River  near  War  on  23  November  (LMc). 

Hooded  Merganser  —  52  at  LWB  1 1  November  (JB,  PB). 

Ruddy  Duck  —  Five  ( 1  male  and  4  females)  at  MCFH  on  3  November;  one  to  three 
were  at  CEL  November  8th  to  25th  (LMc);  14  on  20  November  and  49  on  27  November 
at  Pew.  (JWH). 

Black  Vulture  —  60  at  EBP  on  16  September  (LMc);  5  near  LC  on  21  October 
(VK,  WK);  25  at  Dry  Ridge,  Grant  County  on  19  November  (LMc);  75+  birds  in  roost 
near  BPS,  since  25  November  (KC). 

Turkey  Vulture  —  50+  at  roost  near  LC  during  mid-October  (VK,  WK);  1  (X)  to 
200  birds  in  roost  near  BPS  (KC). 
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Osprey  —  Three  at  Hon  and  2  over  Bar  on  2  August  (MS);  1  on  6  August  and  2  on 
19  August  at  Riv  (JB,  PB);  1  at  MCFH  from  25  August  to  I  October  (FB);  !  at  Dix  on  14 
and  29  October  (GE,  NE);  1  at  Pew  on  25  October  (JWH). 

Bald  Eagle  —  One  adult  and  one  immature  were  seen  at  MCFH  on  25  August,  ear¬ 
liest  fall  record  at  hatchery  (FB);  one  at  Riv  on  9  September  (JB,  PB);  one  immature  at 
Woolper  Creek,  Boone  County  on  21  October  (LMc);  I  immature  north  of  War  on  23 
November  (LMc). 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  —  One  male  in  Hart  County  on  1 5  August  (MS);  one  at  TSP 
on  21  October  (JB,  PB);  one  at  Bel  on  22  October  (FR);  one  chasing  a  Starling  in  Barren 
County  on  9  November  (MS). 

Cooper's  Hawk  —  One  in  Hart  County  on  12  September  (MS);  1  in  Dan  on  30 
November  (GE,  NE). 

Red-tailed  Hawk  —  One  at  Dix  on  2  September  (GE,  NE);  two  in  Hart  County  on 
11,  12,  18,  and  19  September  (MS). 

Northern  Harrier  —  One  female  at  LC  on  6  October  (VK,  WK);  6  at  Pea  on  29 
October  and  13  in  same  area  on  1 1  November  (JP). 

Rough-legged  Hawk  — Three  ( 1  light  phase  &  2  dark  phase)  on  29  October  and  1 1 
November  at  Pea  (JP). 

Peregrine  Falcon  —  One  at  MCFH  on  1  October  (KOS);  two  at  Falls  on  26 
November  (JB,  PB). 

Wild  Turkey — 14  at  Beron  16  September  (JB,  PB);  8  on  PF  on  15  October  (JP). 

Sandhill  Crane  —  62  in  two  flocks  in  Hart  County  on  3 1  October  and  70+  in  Hart 
County  on  8  November  (MS);  150  at  Che  on  7  November  (JB,  PB);  1400  in  Hart  County 
on  14  November  (SK);  50  near  Stoner  Creek,  Bourbon  County  on  14  November  (VK, 
WK);  over  100  were  seen  over  Franklin  County  on  14  November  and  65+  were  observed 
on  15  November  (WD);  24  near  Williamstown,  Grant  County  on  19  November  (LMc); 
estimated  200  in  northern  Rowan  County  on  21  November (MH,  LK);  approximately  250 
in  Hart  County  25  November  (SK). 

High  water  levels  at  Land  Between  the  Lakes  in  western  Kentucky  reduced  the  avail¬ 
able  areas  for  shorebirds  this  fall  (CP). 

Semipalmated  Plover  —  2  on  6  August  at  Falls  and  1  at  OLF  on  10  September  (JB, 
PB);  numbers  at  MCFH  ranged  from  two  to  eight  from  25  September  through  1  October 
(FB). 

Killdeer  —  62  at  UKF  on  23  October  (WD). 

American  Avocet  —  Two  (winter  plumage)  at  LC  on  14  October  (VK,  WK). 

Greater  Yellowlegs  —  One  at  EBP  on  16  September  (LMc);  1  at  UKF  on  6 
October  (WD). 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  —  6  at  MCFH  on  8  and  13  September  (FB);  6  at  OLF  on  10 
September  (JB,  PB). 

Ruddy  Turnstone  —  One  at  Falls  on  6  August  (JB,  PB). 

Sanderling  —  Two  at  Falls  on  6  August  (JB,  PB);  3  at  Falls  on  26  August  (KOS); 
one  on  1  October,  one  on  4  November,  2  on  5  November  and  one  on  1 7  November  ( 1 7 
November  is  a  late  record  date  for  Rowan  County)  (FB). 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  —  The  numbers  at  MCFH  were  from  3  on  23  August  to 
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a  high  of  15  on  27  September  (FB'. 

Western  Sandpiper  —  Two  at  Falls  19  August  (JB,  PB);  2  at  Falls  on  26  August 
( KOS);  2  at  MCFH  on  27  August  and  8  September  (FB). 

Least  Sandpiper  —  Ther;  was  an  average  of  5  observed  at  MCFH  on  seven  trips 
during  August  and  September. 

B aird's  Sandpiper  —  Three  at  Falls  on  26  August  ( KOS);  1  at  MCFH  on  27  August, 

2  September  and  I  October  (IT));  2  at  OLF  on  10  September  (JB,  PB);  1  at  UKF  on  9 
October  (WD). 

Pectoral.  Sandpiper  —  Five  at  OLF  on  10  September  (JB,  PB);  3  at  EBP  on  16 
September  and  2  at  farm.  Pet  on  5  November  (LMc);  25  at  MCFH  on  24  September  (FB);  1 
9  at  UKF  on  6  October  (WD). 

Dunlin  —  Two  to  five  were  at  MCFH  between  3  and  17  November  (FB);  2  at  Pet  on 
5  November  (LMc). 

Stilt  Sandpiper  —  One  at  MCFH  on  25  September  (FB). 

Blff-breasted  Sandpiper  —  Two  at  falls  on  19  August  (JB,  PB);  2  at  Falls  on  26  j 
August  (KOS);  2  at  OLF  on  10  September  (JB.  PB). 

Common  Black-headed  Gull  —  One  at  Falls  on  15  November  (JB,  PB).  This 
bird  was  seen  by  several  birders  and  the  documentation  is  being  sent  to  the  state  bird 
records  committee. 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  —  100  at  Meh  on  1 1  November  (LMc);  50  at  Falls  on  12 
November  (JB.  PB);  300  at  Falls  on  15  November  (JB,  PB);  30  at  Mar  on  23  November 

(LMc). 

Ring-billed  Gull  —  75  at  Meh  on  11  November  (LMc);  approximately  400  at  Falls 
on  12  November  (JB,  PB);  300  at  War  23  November  (LMc). 

Herring  Gull  —  Five  at  Dix  on  29  October  (GE,  NE);  3  at  MK  on  1 1  November 
(LMC);  2  at  Falls  on  15  November  (JB,  PB). 

Caspian  Tern  —  4  at  Lake  Barkley  on  2  August  (MS);  2  seen  at  Falls  on  6  and  19 
August  (JB.  PB);  one  observed  on  21  August  and  3  on  2  September  at  Dix  (JE,  NE). 

Forster’s  Tern  —  One  at  Falls  on  6  August  (JB,  PB);  8  at  RRL  on  26  September 
(HC.  KC). 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  —  Three  at  Ber  on  16  September  (JB,  PB);  2  were  last  seen 
at  BPS  on  18  September  (KC). 

Eastern  Screech-Owl  —  One  at  SC  on  6  September  (JP). 

Great  Horned  Owl  —  Two  adults  and  2-3  young  were  calling  in  Hart  County  dur¬ 
ing  August  (MS);  I  at  SC  on  6  September  (JP). 

Short-eared  Owl  —  Eight  on  18  November  and  10  on  26  November  Pea  (JP). 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  —  One  observed  in  Hart  County  on  the  night  of  23 
October  (SK).  Documentation  has  been  sent  to  the  state  bird  records  committee. 

Common  Nighthawk  —  Four  were  seen  at  BPS  on  28  August  ( KC);  last  observation 
in  Nicholas  County  on  3  September  (VK,  WK);  55  at  TSP  on  4  September  and  25  over 
Louisville  on  15  September  (JB.  PB). 

Chuck-will’ s-widow  —  Last  heard  at  Hanson,  Hopkins  County  on  6  September 
(BW):  No  record  during  the  period  at  BPS  (KC). 
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Whip-poor-will  —  Last  heard  at  Hanson,  Hopkins  County  on  14  September  (BW). 

Ruby-th.  Hummingbird  —  Five  in  LBL  on  2  August  (MS);  1  at  LC  on  5  September 
(VK,  WK);  a  female  lingered  at  a  feeder  in  Hanson,  Hopkins  County  until  27  September 
(BW);  1  at  BPS  from  Oetober  3  to  7  (KC);  I  near  Horse  Cave,  Hart  County  on  22  October 
[  (MS). 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  —  10  at  RRL  on  29  October  and  one  at  Pea  on  24 
November  (JP). 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  —  Two  birds  arrived  at  BPS  on  15  October  (KC);  1  at 
RRL  on  29  October  (JP). 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher  —  One  near  Middle  Creek,  Boone  County  on  9  September 
(LMc). 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  —  One  on  26  August  and  2  on  2  September  at  BNP 
(JB,  PB). 

Acadian  Flycatcher  —  One  at  Yah  on  15  September  (MSa,  SS). 

Least  Flycatcher  —  One  at  BPS  on  28  August  (KC). 

Eastern  Phoebe  —  One  at  RRL  on  23  September  ( JP). 

Horned  Lark  —  Two  at  Falls  on  9  August  (JB,  PB);  7  at  Pea  on  29  October  and  10 
on  1 1  November  (JP). 

Purple  Martin  —  Last  observation  at  Mad  on  7  August  (JWH);  15  to  25  in  Oko 
area  on  8  and  9  August  (JH). 

Tree  Swallow  —  35  on  23  September,  45  on  24  September,  and  50  on  21  October 
at  MCFH  (FB);  200+  at  Pea  on  29  October  (JP). 

Barn  Swallow  —  Five  on  21  October  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  — Two  at  feeder  at  Cox  on  17  September  (DC);  6  arrived 
at  BPS  on  4  October  (KC);  2  at  Pen  on  12  October  (JWH);  1  at  feeder  near  LC  from 
November  2  through  27  (VK,  WK);  1  at  Mad  on  November  4  through  27  (JWH);  I  at  a 
Bur  feeder  from  13  to  23  November  (LMc). 

Brown  Creeper  —  One  at  BPS  on  15  October  (KC). 

House  Wren  —  1  at  TSP  on  29  October  (JB,  PB). 

Winter  Wren  —  One  at  Riv  on  24  September  (JB,  PB). 

Sedge  Wren  —  Two  at  TSP  on  21  September  (JB,  PB);  I  near  Somerset,  Pulaski 
County  on  24  September  (DC);  1  at  BNP  on  1  October  (JB,  PB). 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet  —  Five  at  OCP  on  14  October  (JB,  PB);  1  at  LC  on  30 
October  (VK,  WK). 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  —  One  at  Riv  on  24  September  and  one  at  BNP  on  I 
October  (JB,  PB). 

Eastern  Bluebird  —  Flock  of  30  -  40  birds  were  seen  in  Hart  County  on  several 
occasions  during  September  (SK). 

Gray-cheekf.d  Thrush  —  2  on  15  September  and  1  on  17  September  at  BNP  (JB, 
PB),  1  at  EBP  on  16  September  (LMc);  1  on  Blue  Heron  Loop  Trail,  McCreary  County 
on  23  September  (RE,  SS). 

Swainson’s  Thrush  —  Five  at  BNP  on  4  and  1 5  September  (JB,  PB );  5  near  Middle 
Creek,  Boone  County  on  27  September  (LMc);  3  at  BPS  on  27  September  (KC). 
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Gray  Catbird  —  One  still  at  Pen  on  I  1  October  (JWH). 

Cedar  Waxwing  —  27  at  Dan  on  22  November  (GE,  NE). 

American  Pipit  —  Three  at  MCFH  on  3  November  (FB). 

Loggerhead  Shrike  —  One  near  Horse  Cave,  Hart  County  on  22  October  (MS). 
White-eyed  Vireo  —  Two  at  Riv  on  9  September  (JB,  PB). 

Solitary  Vireo  —  Five  at  Riv  on  24  September,  1  at  TSP  on  7  October,  and  I  at  Che 
on  16  October  (JB,  PB). 

Yellow -throated  Vireo  —  4  at  Riv  on  24  September  (JB,  PB). 

Philadelphia  Vireo  —  Three  at  BNP  on  1 5  September  and  3  at  TSP  on  2 1  September 
(JB.  PB);  one  at  Blue  Heron  Trail,  McCreary  County  on  23  September  (RE,  SS). 

Blue-winged  Warbler  —  Two  on  23  August  and  1  on  26  August  at  BNP  (JB,  PB). 

Golden-winged  Warbler  —  One  at  BNP  on  15  and  17  September  (JB,  PB);  one  at 
Yah  on  15  September  (MSa,  SS);  one  at  Middle  Creek,  Boone  County  on  16  September 
(LMc);  3  in  Hart  County  on  17  September  (SK );  1  at  BBL  on  25  September  (LMc). 

Orange-crowned  Warbler  —  One  in  Hart  County  on  30  September  (SK). 

Tennessee  Warbler  —  Up  to  3  observed  at  Dan  on  24  September,  14  and  22  October 
(GE,  NE). 

Nashville  Warbler  —  Six  at  TSP  on  24  September  (JB,  PB);  one  in  Lexington, 
Fayette  County  on  15  October  (WrD). 

Northern  Parula  —  One  on  2  September  and  2  on  3  September  at  BNP  (JB,  PB). 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  —  Two  at  BNP  on  23  and  24  September  (JB,  PB). 
Magnolia  Warbler  —  One  in  Dan  on  15  September  (GE,  NE). 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  -  First  fall  observation  in  Hopkins  County  on  4  October 
(JWH);  10  at  Meh  on  17  October  (FR);  approximately  120  at  Visitor’s  Center,  Mammoth 
Cave  National  Park.  Edmonson  County  on  8  October  (SK);  good  numbers  across  the  state. 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler  —  One  at  Bel  on  19  September  (FR). 

Pine  Warbler  —  One  singing  in  Mad  from  26  August  to  9  October  (JWH). 

Palm  Warbler  —  Two  at  Meh  on  17  October  (FR);  10  on  21  September  and  1  on  21 
October  at  TSP  (JB.  PB);  4  in  northwest  Grayson  County  on  23  September  (JP). 

Bay-breasted  Warbler  —  One  at  Bel  on  19  September  (FR). 

Black-and-White  Warbler  —  One  at  Bel  on  19  September  (FR);  1  reported  from 
Grayson  County  on  23  September  (JP). 

American  Redstart  —  One  at  Dan  on  8  September  (GE,  NE);  one  at  Bel  on  19 
September  ( FR). 

Northern  Waterthrush  —  One  at  BNP  on  17  September  and  one  at  TSP  on  30 
September  (JB.  PB). 

Hooded  Warbler  —  One  at  Louisville  Zoo,  Jefferson  County  on  17  September  (JB, 

PB). 

Wilson's  Warbler  —  One  on  26  August  and  two  on  27  August,  3  and  9  September 
at  BNP  (JB.  PB) 

Canada  Warbler  —  One  on  23  and  26  August  and  two  on  27  August  at  BNP  (JB. 

PB). 
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Summer  Tanager  —  One  in  Hurt  County  on  19  September  (MS). 

Scarlet  Tanager  —  One  at  BNP  on  1 5  September  (JB,  PB). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  —  Eleven  at  BNP  on  15  September  (JB,  PB);  observed 
at  Mad  on  15,  18,  and  26  September  (JWH);  3  at  BPS  on  i  I  September  (HC,  KC);  1 
female  near  Horse  Cave,  Hart  County  on  27  September  (MS);  3  at  BPS  on  12  October 
(KC). 

Blue  Grosbeak  —  One  in  song  at  Slator  Road,  Mad  on  3  August  ( J  WH );  one  heard 
on  Bear  Cemetery  Road,  Mad  on  1 6  August  (JWH );  I  near  Somerset,  Pulaski  County  on 
24  September  (DC). 

Various  species  of  sparrows  seem  to  be  scarce  at  Ten  Broeck  this  fall  (S). 

American  Tree  Sparrow  —  Five  at  BPS  on  23  November  (VK,  WK). 

Chipping  Sparrow  — Two  immatures  at  feeder,  LC  on  20  November  (HC,  KC). 

Savannah  Sparrow  —  One  at  TSP  on  7  October  (JB,  PB). 

Fox  Sparrow  —  One  at  feeder  in  Mad  on  15  November  (JWH). 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow  —  One  at  BBL  on  25  September  (LMc). 

White-throated  Sparrow  —  Five  in  Hart  County  on  5  October  (MS);  2  at  Pen  on 
1 1  October  (JWH);  first  fall  observation  in  Nicholas  County  on  I  I  October  (VK,  WK); 
I  at  feeder  in  Mad  (JWH)  and  Ten  (S)  on  16  October. 

White-crowned  Sparrow  —  One  in  Mad  on  12  November  (JWH);  2  in  Hart 
County  on  30  October  and  4  on  25  November  also  Hart  County  (MS). 

Dark-eyed  Junco  —  First  fall  observation  in  Mad  on  25  October  (JWH);  first 
arrived  at  Ten  on  3  November  (S);  seem  to  be  fewer  numbers  at  BPS  (KC). 

Swamp  Sparrow  —  One  in  Mercer  County  on  24  September  ( WD);  2  at  TSP  on  7 
October  (JB,  PB);  2  at  Meh  on  17  October  (FR). 

Northern  Oriole  —  One  in  Mad  on  3  and  4  September  (JWH). 

Purple  Finch  —  One  male  on  9  November  and  one  female  on  19  November  at 
feeder  at  Carlisle,  Nicholas  County  (VK,  WK);  approximately  20  at  feeder  at  Hanson, 
Hopkins  County  from  15  to  30  November  (BW);  2  at  feeder  in  Cox  on  19  November 
(DC). 

Pine  Siskin  —  Eight  at  feeder  on  8  November  and  10  at  feeder  on  19  November  in 
Nicholas  County  (VK,  WK);  2  to  6  at  feeder  in  Mad  from  12  to  21  November  (JWH);  3 
at  a  feeder  in  Bell  on  28  November  (FR). 

Evening  Grosbeak  —  The  first  reported  in  Rowan  County  in  two  years  were  3  at 
a  feeder  (LK)  and  five  at  a  feeder  on  19  November  (DH,  FH);  14  seen  in  Hanson. 
Hopkins  County  on  28  November  (BW). 

Contributors  -  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Jane  Bell  (JB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  Herbert  Clay  (HC), 
Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Dona  Coates  (DC),  Wayne  Davis  (WD),  James  Durell  (JD),  Ginny 
Eklund  (GE),  Neil  Eklund  (NE),  Robert  Emmott  (RE),  Mrs.  Justin  Hess  (JH),  James  W. 
Hancock  (JWH),  Mike  Heam  (MH).  Debbie  Howes  (DH),  Fred  Howes  (FH),  Kentucky 
Ornithological  Field  Trip  (KOS),  Virginia  Kingsolver  (VK),  Wendell  Kingsolver  (WK), 
Steve  Kistlcr  (SK),  Louis  Kornman  (LK),  Lee  McNeely  (LMc),  Joyce  Porter  (JP),  Frank 
Renfrow  (FR),  Michael  Sanders  (MSa),  Anne  Stamm  (S),  Mitchell  Sturgeon  (MS), 
Stephen  Stedman  (SS),  Bonnie  West  (BW). 

—  UPO  1352,  Morehead  State  University,  Morehead,  KY  40351. 
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MID-WINTER  BIRD  COUNT 

1995-1996 

Reports  on  24  counts  were  received  from  across  the  state.  A  total  of  1 24  species  was 
recorded  on  count  days,  1 14  of  which  are  represented  on  the  table.  Those  species  observed 
on  count  days  that  are  not  represented  on  the  table  include:  Little  Blue  Heron  (Hancock), 
Osprey  (Marion),  Peregrine  Falcon  (Louisville),  two  Ruffed  Grouse  (Hart  and  Perry 
counties).  Thayer’s  Gull  (Warsaw),  American  Woodcock  (Calloway  County),  Black¬ 
legged  Kittiwake  (Warsaw),  Swainson's  Thrush  (Louisville),  American  Pipit  (Green 
River  Lake),  and  Lapland  Longspur  (Bernheim  Forest).  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Least 
Sandpiper,  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  were  additional  species  added  by  observations 
made  during  the  count  week.  There  were  three  additional  species  observed  this  year  com¬ 
pared  with  last.  Three  species  were  observed  on  every  count  and  fourteen  species  only  on 
one  count.  The  overall  total  number  of  individuals  on  the  table  includes  those  individuals 
not  represented  on  the  table. 

One-quarter  of  the  counts  were  conducted  either  on  December  16  or  December  30. 
The  low  temperatures  for  count  days  ranged  from  1 7°F  to  48°F  and  the  highs  between 
27°F  to  60°F.  These  temperatures  were  fairly  mild  and  consistent  with  last  year's  temper¬ 
atures  during  this  time  period.  It  was  nice  to  see  the  number  of  waterfowl  more  than 
rebound  compared  with  last  year.  This  rebound  in  numbers  could  be  due  to  colder  tem¬ 
peratures  and  snowfall  experience  prior  to  the  count  period  north  of  Kentucky  and/or  to  the 
excellent  breeding  season  last  summer.  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  numbers  were  well  above 
normal.  American  Robin  and  Cedar  Waxwing  numbers  doubled  compared  with  last  year. 
Eastern  Bluebird  numbers  appeared  to  remain  relatively  constant  once  again.  Purple  Finch 
numbers  were  over  three-fold  greater  than  last  year.  As  always,  definitive  conclusions 
regarding  short  term  population  trends  based  on  results  of  these  counts  are  not  possible. 
Other  observations  of  interest  can  be  found  in  the  comments  accompanying  the  description 
for  each  count. 

Thanks  are  sincerely  extended  to  all  participants,  particularly  those  who  submitted 
verification  forms  for  unusual  sightings  and  those  who  included  interesting  comments 
about  their  counts.  Although  unusual  sightings  are  included  in  the  counts,  documentation 
needs  to  be  considered  by  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee  (KBRC)  in  order  to 
establish  state  record  status. 

Calloway  County  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Douglas  Cemetery.) 
Habitat  20%  lake  shore  and  streams,  20%  deciduous  and  pine  woods,  25%  urban  and  res¬ 
idential.  35%  open  fields  and  pastures.  Dec.  30;  6:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Sky  sunny  a.m., 
partly  cloudy  p.m.;  temp.  22°  to  43°F;  wind  S,  6  m.p.h. 

I  I  observers  in  8  parties.  Total  party-hours  35  (5.75  on  foot,  29.25  by  car).  Total 
party  miles  327  (8  on  foot,  319  by  car).  Total  species  89;  total  individuals  23,552. 

Observers:  Wally  Brines.  Hap  Chambers  (compiler),  Joe  Tom  Erwin,  Rick  Hokans, 
Joyce  Hyon.  Ruth  Jacquot,  Lawrence  Philpot,  Luanne  Philpot,  Mike  Miller,  Tommy 
Sherwood,  and  Sandra  Sanders. 

Two  Accipiter  species  were  observed. 

Land  Between  the  Lakes  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Pisgah  Bay 
picnic  ground.)  Habitat  as  described  in  American  Birds,  1984.  Dec.  16;  6:30  a.m.  to  4:30 
p.m.  Sky  partly  cloudy,  a.m.;  clear  p.m.;  temp.  45°  to  60°F;  wind  SSW,  8-15  m.p.h. 

18  observers  in  7-9  parties.  Total  party-hours  45.75  (22.50  on  toot,  23.25  by  car). 
Total  party-miles  285.5  (18.5  on  foot,  267  by  car).  Total  species  84;  total  individuals 
8,296. 

Observers:  Hap  Chambers,  Melissa  Easley,  Joe  Tom  Erwin.  Bob  Head,  Rick 
Hokans,  Joyce  Hyon,  Ruth  Jacquot,  Sally  Leedom,  Terry  Lowery,  Carl  Mowery  (compil¬ 
er).  Clell  Peterson,  Lawrence  Philpot.  Darrin  Samborski,  Shari  Sherwood.  Tommy 
Sherwood,  Mauricia  Toon,  Henry  Yacek,  and  Paul  Yamber. 
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Loggerhead  Shrike,  House  Finches,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Least  Sandpipers,  and 
Spotted  Sandpipers  were  observed  during  the  count  week,  but  not  on  the  count  day.  Also, 
1 00  gulls  of  unidentified  species  were  observed  on  the  day  of  the  count. 

Marion  (all  points  within  a  1 5-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Forest  Grove.)  Habitat  open  fields, 
woods  and  river  bottoms.  Jan.  1;  6:00  a.m.  to  6:(X)  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  40°  to  50°F;  wind 
N,  5-10  m.p.h. 

2  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  16(14  on  foot,  2  by  car).  Total  party-miles  20 
(2  on  foot,  1 8  by  car).  Total  species;  total  individuals. 

Observers:  C.L.  Frazer  (compiler),  and  Jim  Frazer. 

Sorgho  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  279-S  and  Audubon  Parkway.) 
Habitat  feeder,  woods,  plowed  fields,  roadside,  ponds,  river  bank,  and  river  bottoms. 
December  23;  8:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  23°  to  30°F;  wind  12-20  m.p.h.  Snow 
flurries. 

9  observers  in  4  parties.  Total  party-hours  54  ( 18  on  foot,  36  by  car).  Total  party-miles 

126.5  ( 10  on  foot,  1 16.5  by  car).  Total  species  56;  total  individuals  3,418. 

Observers:  Pat  Augenstein,  Tony  Eaden,  Joe  Ford,  Mary  Harrel,  Neal  Hayden,  Janet 
Howard  (compiler),  Joyce  Porter,  Tommy  Stevenson,  and  Marilee  Thompson. 

Joyce  Porter  reported  observing  a  "pink-sided”  junco. 

Yelvington  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  intersection  of  KY  405  and 
662.)  Habitat  Ohio  River  bottoms,  creek  bottoms,  game  and  fish  farm,  three  lakes,  and  feed¬ 
ers.  December  16;  8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Sky  clear;  temp.  48°  to  55°F;  wind  5  to  10  m.p.h. 
17  observers  in  7  parties.  Total  party-hours  68  (30  on  foot,  38  by  car).  Total  party-miles 

75.5  (20.5  on  foot,  55  by  car).  Total  species  63;  total  individuals  4,1 13. 

Observers:  Pat  Augenstein,  Mike  Brown,  Sharon  Davis,  Tony  Eaden,  Stephen  Ham, 
Mary  Harrel,  Neil  Hayden,  Janet  Howard,  Leona  Kimmel,  Greg  Kocher,  Joyce  Porter,  Bert 
Powell  (compiler),  Millie  Powell  (feeder  watch),  Marvin  Ray,  Maudie  Ray  (feeder  watch). 
Bill  Tyler,  and  Marilee  Thompson. 

Lack  of  waterfowl  kept  our  numbers  of  species  low.  The  Eastern  Screech-Owl  is  note¬ 
worthy. 

Hancock  County  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Patesville.)  Habitat 
woodland,  open  fields,  and  creek  bottom.  December  29;  7:00  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  Sky  sunny; 
temp.  28°  to  36°F;  wind  5  m.p.h. 

2  observers  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  7.5  (6.5  on  foot,  I  by  car).  Total  party-miles  12 
(5  on  foot,  7  by  car).  Total  species  16;  total  individuals  1 13. 

Observers:  Roseann  Radzelovage  (compiler)  and  Walter  Radzelovage. 

Olmstead  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Junction  of  KY  1041  of  KY 
1 151,  six  miles  southwest  of  Russellville,  Kentucky)  Habitat  about  75%  cultivated  farmland, 
the  remaining  habitat  includes  blocks  of  deciduous  woods,  fence  rows,  pasture,  grown-up 
fields,  open  water,  and  developed  areas.  December  29;  6:40  a.m.  to  4:40  p.m.  Sky  clear,  some 
cirrus  clouds;  temp.  24°  to  41°F;  wind  0-5  m.p.h.  Most  water  was  frozen. 

1  observer  in  1  party.  Total  party-hours  10  (2  on  foot  8  by  car).  Total  party-miles  61(1 
on  foot,  60  by  car).  Total  species  53;  total  individuals  3,145. 

Observer:  Mark  Bennett  (compiler). 

All  ducks  were  at  Herdon  Lake,  2  of  3  Eastern  Phoebes  and  Snipe  were  at  Mosely’s 
Pond. 

Paradise  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1993.)  Habitat  as 
described  in  1993.  December  30;  5:00  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  mostly  clear  to  cloudy;  temp. 
22°  to  45°F;  wind  SW,  0- 1 2  m.p.h.  Water  mostly  frozen;  no  snow  cover. 

1 2  observers  in  4  parties.  Total  party-hours  30  ( 16  on  foot,  14  by  car).  Total  party-miles 
163  (5  on  foot,  158  by  car).  Total  species  91;  total  individuals  35,670. 

Observers:  Jane  Bell,  Pat  Bell,  Michael  Bierly,  Dave  Berry,  Shirley  Berry,  Herbert 
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Clay.  Kathryn  Clay.  Richard  Healy,  Jr.,  Steve  Kistler,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball.  Jr.  (compiler), 
Robert  Rold,  and  Eric  Williams. 

Weather  conditions  were  good  and  the  number  of  observers  average.  This  year's 
species  total  (91)  equaled  the  count  best  previously  attained  in  1990-91.  Waterfowl  were 
abundant  and  diverse  (16  species).  Highlights  of  the  count  included  the  Merlin  (reported 
from  near  the  20th  Century  portion  of  the  Homestead  mine,  Ohio  County),  the  Sandhill 
Crane  (observed  with  waterfowl  on  the  Gibraltar  mine,  Muhlenberg  County,  the  House 
Wren  (observed  on  the  Sinclair  mine,  Muhlenberg  County),  the  Gray  Catbird  (observed 
along  Union  Hill  School  Road,  Ohio  County),  and  the  Chipping  Sparrow  (observed  with  a 
flock  of  juncos  in  the  small  Community  of  Nelson,  Muhlenberg  County).  Raptors  were 
abundant  on  the  mines  this  winter,  as  evidenced  by  the  high  count  for  Northern  Hamers  (83), 
Rough-legged  Hawks  (30)  and  Short-eared  Owls  (an  incredible  total  of  134).  The  Short¬ 
eared  Owl  total  exceeds  the  all-time  North  American  Christmas  Bird  Count  high  for  pub¬ 
lished  Audubon  counts!  An  Oregon  count  tallied  103  Short-eared  Owls  in  1953.  The  Red¬ 
tailed  Hawk  total  includes  one  individual  of  the  Krider's  race.  Not  included  in  the  total  were 
tens  of  thousands  of  unidentified  blackbirds  (probably  mostly  grackles)  that  were  observed 
crossing  the  area,  moving  to  and  from  a  large  roost  near  Central  City. 

Two  Accipiter  species  were  observed. 

Bowling  Green  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Three  Springs,  six  miles 
south  of  Bowling  Green.)  Habitat  deciduous  forest  20%,  fields  and  pastures  60%,  and  town 
and  parks  20%.  December  17;  6:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  overcast,  rain  in  p.m.;  temp.  38° 
to  52°F;  wind  SE.  10  m.p.h. 

8  observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  21  (9  on  foot,  12  by  car).  Total  party-miles 
95  ( 10  on  foot,  85  by  car).  Total  species  63;  total  individuals  3,243. 

Observers:  Lester  Doyle,  Blaine  Ferrell  (compiler),  Robert  Krenzin,  Dick  Lord,  Wayne 
Mason,  Alice  Rowe,  Marvin  Russell,  and  Nancy  Russell.  Herbert  E.  Shadowen  feeder- 
watcher. 

Mammoth  Cave  National  Park  (Center  and  habitat  as  described  in  1980.)  December  20; 
7:00  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  Sky  sunny:  temp.  25°  to  33°F:  wind  NW.  0-5  m.p.h. 

5  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  12.5  (6.5  on  foot,  6.0  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  82  (8  on  foot,  74  by  car).  Total  species  43;  total  individuals  1,250. 

Observers:  Clint  Blankenship.  Lester  Doyle,  Blaine  Ferrell  (compiler),  Wayne  Mason, 
and  Herbert  Shadowen. 

Again,  the  highlight  of  the  count  was  the  adult  Bald  Eagle  at  First  Creek  and  an  imma¬ 
ture  Bald  Eagle.  It  was  interesting  running  the  count  in  a  empty  Mammoth  Cave  National 
Park.  The  park  was  closed  due  to  the  budget  impasse  in  Washington. 

Glasgow  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1986.)  Habitat 
as  described  in  1986.  December  27;  6:45  a.m.  to  4:45  p.m.  Sky  overcast  early,  clear  to  part¬ 
ly  cloudy  in  afternoon;  temp.  28°  to  43°F:  wind  NE,  0-10  m.p.h. 

6  observers  in  2  parties.  8  feeder  watchers.  Total  party-hours  19.5  (10.75  on  foot,  8.75 
b\  car).  Total  party-miles  70  (9.5  on  foot.  60.5  by  car).  Total  -species  61;  total  individuals 
3 '602. 

Observers:  Clint  Blankenship.  Lester  Doyle,  Marquita  Gillenwater.  Wayne  M.  Mason 
(compiler).  Dr.  Sandra  Dotson  Moss,  and  Frank  Wade.  Glasgow  feeder  watchers:  Libby 
Erwine.  Gloria  Houchens,  Lou  Mae  Johnson,  Buck  Jones,  Howard  M.  Jones,  Arlene 
Latham.  Doris  McKinley,  and  Helen  Tinsley. 

Falls  of  Rough  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Short  Creek, 
Kentucky.)  Habitat  woodland,  cultivated  fields.  Rough  River  Lake,  streams,  watershed 
lakes,  ponds,  old  fields,  and  yard  feeders.  December  30;  6:50  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Sky'  clear; 
temp.  17  to  54  F;  wind  calm.  54°F  reached  by  1:00  p.m. 

10  observers  in  5  parties.  Total  party-hours  24  ( 14  on  foot.  10  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  113(10  on  foot,  103  by  car).  Total  species  62;  total  individuals  2,566. 
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Observers:  Pat  Augenstein,  Herbert  Clay,  Jr.,  Kathryn  Clay,  Brenda  Eaden,  Tony 
Eaden,  Mary  Harrel,  Neal  Hayden,  Jan  Howard,  Michael  Krai,  and  Joyce  Porter  (compil¬ 
er). 

A  roost  of  vultures  was  located  on  Big  Pond  Sanctuary. 

Hart  County  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1992.) 
Habitat  as  1992.  December  21;  6:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Sky  cloudy;  temp.  26°  to  32°F; 
wind  calm. 

8  observers  in  2  parties.  Total  party-hours  I  1  (7  on  foot,  4  by  car).  Total  party-miles 
90  (4  on  foot,  86  by  car).  Total  species  56;  total  individuals  2,075. 

Observers:  John  Brittain,  J.D  Craddock  III,  Carol  Friedman,  Janet  Kistler,  Steve 
Kistler  (compiler),  Mitch  Sturgeon,  Randall  Sullivan,  and  Chuck  Wuertzer. 

A  Common  Bam  Owl  released  as  a  juvenile  during  the  summer  of  1994  still  lives  on 
a  farm  in  Hart  County.  The  total  of  56  species  was  the  highest  in  the  10- year  history  of 
our  count. 

One  Accipiter  species  was  observed. 

Green  River  Lake  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Green  River 
Memorial  Baptist  Church,  Taylor  County,  Kentucky.)  Habitat  Green  River,  Green  River 
Lake,  Campbellsville  Sportsman  Lake,  lawns,  farm  fields,  woods  and  brushy  fields. 
December  27;  7:00  a.m.  to  5:45  p.m.  Sky  mostly  overcast,  occasional  sun;  temp.  28°  to 
31°F;  wind  S,  15  m.p.h.  Snow  showers  on  and  off  throughout  the  day;  ponds  frozen. 

4  observers  in  3  parties.  Total  party-hours  26  (9  on  foot,  1 7  by  car).  Total  party-miles 
143  (6  on  foot,  137  by  car).  Total  species  75;  total  individuals  5,698. 

Observers:  Lloyd  C.  Curry  (compiler),  Jeremy  Dale,  Richie  Kessler,  and  Brainard 
Palmer- Ball,  Jr. 

One  immature  Bald  Eagle  was  observed.  The  Red-necked  Grebe  was  observed  at  the 
marina,  both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon.  About  twice  the  size  of  the  nearby  Pied-billed 
Grebes.  Longish  neck,  pale  reddish  brown  color  on  sides,  paler  in  front;  dark  cap;  lighter 
cheek  patch;  relatively  long  bill  suffused  with  yellow  (strangely  deformed  with  divergent 
tips  -  surprised  the  bird  could  feed  and  preen);  body  overall  brownish.  Wing  pattern  was 
not  observed.  The  bird  was  seen  from  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  on  a  cloudy  day  with  60X 
spotting  scope.  Unusually  large  numbers  of  Hermit  Thrushes  were  found;  one  or  two  were 
seen  at  many  scattered  localities  in  pines  and  cedars.  Characteristic  flight  notes  of  an 
American  Pipit  were  heard  as  the  bird  passed  overhead  in  open  farmland  just  south  of  the 
lake.  A  small  flock  of  Savannah  Sparrows  was  found  perched  in  a  fenceline  in  very  open 
farmland  south  of  the  lake.  The  birds  were  observed  at  close  range  and  their  light  chip 
notes  were  heard.  At  least  two  Lapland  Longspurs  were  observed  feeding  with  a  flock  of 
approximately  125  Homed  Larks  in  farmland  along  Arista  Roberts  Road  just  east  of 
Campbellsville. 

Otter  Creek  Park  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in 
1972.)  Habitat  brushy  fields  22%,  woodlands  26%,  farmlands  38%,  ponds,  creeks  and 
river  14%.  December  16;  8:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Sky  partly  cloudy  to  clear;  temp.  35°  to 
48°F;  wind  NE,  9  m.p.h.  Owling  6:45  a.m.  to  7:30  a.m.,  five  miles. 

1 3  observers  in  5  parties.  Total  party-hours  34  ( 14.5  on  foot,  19.5  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  197.75  ( 14.5  on  foot,  183.25  by  car).  Total  species  66;  total  individuals  1 1,326. 

Observers;  Mary  B.  Bauer,  Stephen  A.  Figg,  Frank  H.  Krull,  John  Krull,  Celia 
Lawrence,  Timothy  Love,  Joyce  Metzger,  Diane  Miller,  Robert  Miller,  Doxie  Noonan, 
Jim  Pasikowski,  Helga  Schutte,  and  Anne  Stamm  (compiler). 

The  species  count  was  fair,  although  only  two  species  of  ducks  were  found:  18 
Mallards  and  1  Gadwall.  Hawks  were  fairly  well  represented.  Both  an  adult  and  an  imma¬ 
ture  Bald  Eagle  were  observed  by  Jim  Pasikowski,  Celia  Lawrence,  and  Joyce  Metzger. 
A  rather  late  flock  of  200  Sandhill  Cranes  was  noted  flying  southward  by  two  parties. 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were  at  an  all-time  high  count  of  36,  perhaps  due  to  the  good 
acom  crop.  Late  stragglers  were  three  Chipping  Sparrows,  studied  carefully  by  Robert  and 
Diane  Miller,  and  Helga  Schutte.  Documentation  was  enclosed. 
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Bemheim  Forest  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in 
1974.)  Habitat  as  described  in  1974.  December  23;  6:45  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  mostly 
cloudy:  temp.  21°  to  27°F;  wind  NW,  0-15  m.p.h.  Intermittent  snow  showers  entire  day. 

10  observers  in  5  parties.  Total  party-hours  34.5  ( 19.5  on  foot,  15  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  223  ( 12  on  foot,  211  by  car).  Total  species  62;  total  individuals  6,710. 

Observers:  Jane  Bell.  Pat  Bell.  Jackie  Elmore,  Mark  Monroe,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball, 
Jr.  (compiler).  Don  Parker,  Don  Smith,  Tony  Smith,  Ed  Toone  III,  and  Ed  Toone  IV. 

The  most  noteworthy  find  of  the  count  was  a  male  “Spotted"  Towhee  that  was 
observed  along  Wilson  Creek  and  studied  well  (including  distinctive  call  note).  Other 
highlights  included  two  immature  Golden  Eagles  (soaring  together  in  the  rugged  knob 
country  south  of  the  main  forest),  a  House  Wren,  and  a  Lapland  Longspur  (feeding  with 
a  flock  of  Horned  Larks).  Berry-eating  species  were  in  good  supply  and  included  the  large 
numbers  of  Hermit  Thrushes,  American  Robins,  and  Cedar  Wax  wings.  Purple  Finches  put 
in  their  best  showing  in  several  years  (64)  and  the  totals  of  five  Red-headed  Woodpeckers 
and  three  Eastern  Phoebes  were  highs  for  this  count.  The  Red-tailed  Hawk  total  included 
one  dark  morph  Harlan’s  Hawk  that  was  observed  in  open  farmland  north  of  Boston. 
Waterfowl  other  than  Canada  Geese  were  scarce.  Intermittent  heavy  snow  showers  pro¬ 
vided  a  beautiful  backdrop  for  the  participants. 

Louisville  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Jet.  Hwys.  42  and  22,  as 
described  in  1972.)  Habitat  as  described  in  1972.  December  17;  7:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky 
partly  cloudy:  temp.  34°  to46°F;  wind  E/NE,  7-15  m.p.h. 

35  observers  in  16  parties.  Total  party-hours  87.5  (40.25  on  foot,  47.25  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  466.5  (34  on  foot,  432.5  by  car).  Total  species  93:  total  individuals  30,172. 

Observers:  Garrett  Adams,  Win  Ahrens,  Mary  Bill  Bauer,  Jane  Bell  and  Pat  Bell 
(compilers),  Marie  Blahnik,  Roland  Blahnik,  Steve  Figg,  Chuck  Hatten,  Bob  Johnson, 
Cheryl  Jones,  Frank  Krull,  John  Krull,  Jerry  Lewis,  Tim  Love,  Fred  Mansmith,  Judith 
MeCandless,  Rich  McDonough,  Barbara  McFarland,  Jim  McFarland,  Burt  Monroe  III, 
Mark  Monroe,  Bob  Noonan.  Doxie  Noonan.  Clara  Ann  Pallares,  David  Pallares,  Martha 
Pike.  Bob  Quaife,  Lene  Rauth.  Helga  Schutte.  Ann  Stamm.  Charles  Stover.  Midge  Susie, 
Scottie  ITieiss,  Ed  Toone,  Beckham  Bird  Club,  and  guests. 

Species  total  was  excellent  -  an  increase  of  eleven  over  last  year.  The  number  of  indi¬ 
vidual  birds  was  down  from  last  year,  explained  by  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  starlings. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  most  duck  species  over  last  year.  Several  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  seem  to  be  overwintering  at  the  Louisville  Zoo,  where  a  large  rook¬ 
ery  exists.  Mute  Swans,  Surf  Scoter,  Sandhill  Cranes,  one  very  late  Swainson's  Thrush  (not 
on  the  table),  and  Savannah  Sparrows  were  some  of  the  highlights  of  this  year’s  count. 

Shelbyville  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
south  of  U.S.  60  and  Guist  Creek  Lake  on  KY  714.)  Habitat  elevation  640  - 1 190',  farm¬ 
land.  fallow  land,  suburban,  wooded,  and  grassland.  December  31;  6:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 
Sky  overcast  all  day;  temp.  40°  to  45°F;  wind  S/SW.  10-15  m.p.h. 

I  I  obsen  ers  in  4  parties.  Total  party-hours  28  (1.5  on  foot,  26.5  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  2S2  ( 1  on  foot.  28 1  by  car).  Total  species  5 1 :  total  individuals  4,907. 

Observers:  Iris  Brown,  Joan  Brown,  Sean  Brown,  Todd  Brown,  W.H.  Brown  (com¬ 
piler).  Zachary  Brown,  James  Derryberry,  Margaret  Derryberry,  Peggy  Gould,  Ralph 
Gould,  and  Russ  Smith. 

Frankfort  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  as  described  in  1972.) 
Habitat  as  described  in  1977.  December  16;  7:00  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Sky  partly  cloudy; 
temp.  38  to  52°F;  w  ind  ENE,  4-1 1  m.p.h.  Some  a.m.  fog. 

21  observers  in  10-1 1  parties.  Total  party-hours  38  (20  on  foot.  18  by  car).  Total 
party -miles  205.5  ( 15.5  on  foot,  190  by  car).  14  hours  at  feeders.  Total  species  50;  total 
individuals  5.436. 

Observers:  Johanna  Arnold-Rinehart.  James  Derryberry,  Margaret  Derryberry, 
Suzanne  Doerrfeld.  Jim  Durcll,  Peggy  Gould  (Compiler).  Ralph  Gould,  Mary  Pat  Hankla, 
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Scott  Hankla,  Virginia  Honaker,  Chris  Hoskins,  Jeff  Jones,  Amanda  Klintz,  Margaret 
LaFontaine,  E.T.  Lyons,  Denny  Markwell,  Joan  Markwell,  Karen  McDowell,  Iznatia 
Proctor,  Janie  Stout,  and  Tim  Williams. 

Food  was  very  abundant.  Predominant  foods  were  bittersweet,  hawthorn,  crabapple, 
poison  ivy,  sumac  and  smilax  (salt  briar). 

Kleber  Wildlife  Management  Area  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center 
as  described  in  1972.)  Habitat  as  described  in  1972.  December  30;  7:00  a  m.  to  5:30  p.m. 
Sky  mostly  cloudy;  temp.  18°  to  48°F;  wind  SSW,  5-14  m.p.h.  Some  snow  cover;  still 
water  frozen. 

8  observers  in  4-5  parties.  Total  party-hours  30  (8.5  on  foot,  21.5  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  239  (7  on  foot,  232  by  car).  Total  species  46;  total  individuals  2,155. 

Observers:  Johanna  Amold-Rinehart,  Horace  Brown,  Stuart  Butler,  James 
Derryberry,  Margaret  Derryberry,  Jim  Durell,  Peggy  Gould  (compiler),  and  Ralph  Gould. 

Food  was  scarce.  Some  of  the  follwoing  were  found;  bittersweet,  honeysuckle,  bicol¬ 
or  lespedeza,  sawbriar,  and  some  acrons. 

Danville  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Boyle  County  Courthouse.) 
Habitat  as  described  before.  December  16;  8:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Sky  partly  cloudy  to 
clear;  temp.  37°  to  50°F;  wind  W,  5  m.p.h. 

29  observers  in  9  parties.  Total  party-hours  56.75  (15  on  foot,  41.75  by  car).  Total 
party-miles  471  ( 16  on  foot,  455  by  car).  Total  species  66;  total  individuals  1 1,320. 

Observers:  Ed  Caldwell,  Neil  Eklund  (compiler),  Virginia  Eklund,  Martha  Foster, 
JoAnn  Hamm,  Michael  Hamm,  Dorothy  Belle  Hill,  Lee  Hoaglund,  Mort  Hoaglund,  J.W. 
Kemper,  Charles  Kohler,  Sara  Lamb,  F.W.  Loetscher,  Tom  McKune,  Eric  Mount,  Jack 
Newton,  Alex  Nichols,  John  B.  Nichols,  Herb  Pititjean,  Tom  Quilligan,  Louise  Robinson, 
Rose-Marie  Roessler,  Lee  Russell,  Ralph  Schiefferle,  Bill  Simpson,  Marvon  Smith,  Betty 
Ullrich,  Charles  Vahlkamp,  and  Tracey  Ward. 

Four  Snow  Geese  “blue  morph”  were  observed  during  the  count  day. 

Burlington  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  near  Camp  Michaels.) 
Habitat  as  described  in  1992.  December  30;  6:35  a.m.  to  5:38  p.m.  Sky  partly  cloudy; 
temp.  19°  to  42°F;  wind  S,  6-8  m.p.h.  Ohio  River  open,  most  other  water  frozen. 

20  observers  in  6  parties.  Total  party-hours  38  (23  on  foot,  15  by  car).  Total  party- 
miles  174  ( 12  on  foot,  162  by  car).  Total  species  62;  total  individuals  4,078. 

Observers:  Brenda  Bellamy,  John  Bellamy,  Joe  Caminiti,  Joey  Caminiti,  Kathy 
Caminiti,  Granville  Carey,  Elaine  Carroll,  Pat  Carroll,  Melissa  Desjardin,  Kevin  Flowers, 
Ed  Groneman,  Lee  McNeely  (compiler),  Karen  Puckett,  Carmen  Schulte,  and  Tommy 
Stephens.  Feeder  Watchers:  Barb  Beckerich,  Marjorie  Hill,  Lynda  McNeely,  Steve 
Wilmhoff,  and  Gilber  Zembrodt. 

The  majority  of  waterfowl  were  found  at  the  East  Bend  Power  Plant,  with  new  count 
highs  for  Canada  Goose,  American  Black  Ducks,  and  Mallard.  Also,  American  Tree 
Sparrows  were  present  in  unusually  high  numbers. 

Warsaw  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Gallatin  County  courthouse.) 
Habitat  as  described  in  1992.  December  16;  6:50  a.m.  to  5:45  p.m.  Sky  heavy  fog  in  a.m., 
clear  and  sunny  in  p.m.;  temp.  34°  to  48°F;  wind  N,  0-8  m.p.h. 

9  observers  in  4  parties.  Total  party-hours  28  (20  on  foot,  8  by  car).  Total  party-miles 
137  (9  on  foot,  128  by  car).  Total  species  71;  total  individuals  3,593. 

Observers:  Joe  Caminiti,  Kathy  Caminiti.  Richard  Cassell,  Kevin  Flowers,  Martina 
Hines,  Frank  Lewandowski,  Lee  McNeely  (compiler),  Brainard  Palmer-Ball.  Jr.,  and 
Tommy  Stephens. 

Highlights  of  the  count  were  five  species  of  gulls  including  single  Thayer’s  Gull  and 
Black-legged  Kittiwake,  Red-necked  Grebe,  and  Short-eared  Owl.  A  good  variety  of  rap¬ 
tors  was  present,  including  one  adult  Bald  Eagle. 
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Perry  County  (all  points  within  a  15-mile  diameter  circle,  center  Grapevine  Creek.) 
Habitat  mixed  woodland,  pasture,  and  small  ponds.  December  30;  7:00  a.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 
Sky  clear:  temp.  20°  to  45°F;  wind  calm. 

2  observers  in  I  party.  Total  party-hours  12  ( 10  on  foot,  2  by  car).  Total  party-miles 
40  (4  on  foot,  36  by  car).  Total  species  38;  total  individuals  298. 

Observers:  Dennis  Sandlin  and  Donnie  R.  Spencer  (compiler). 


BIRDS  OF  MANCHESTER  1,  MANCHESTER  2,  AND 
BRUSH  CREEK  ISLAND,  OHIO  RIVER  ISLANDS 
NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  REFUGE, 

LEWIS  COUNTY,  KENTUCKY 

Rudy  A.  Gelis 
Berea  College,  Kentucky 


INTRODUCTION 

This  study  was  conducted  on  three  islands  that  were  part  of  57  islands  in  the  Ohio 
River  in  the  early  1900s.  Of  these,  six  are  now  fully  developed  and  16  have  been  destroyed 
by  navigational  methods  and  sand  and  gravel  acquisition.  Manchester  1  and  Manchester 
2  Islands  are  under  the  management  of  the  Ohio  River  Islands  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 
Brush  Creek  is  currently  under  private  ownership,  but  is  projected  as  a  part  of  the  system. 
The  Ohio  River  Islands  National  Wildlife  Refuge  was  established  in  1900  to  protect  the 
remaining  35  islands  and  their  backchannels  for  their  high  quality  of  fish  and  wildlife,  as 
well  as  for  recreational,  natural  heritage,  and  scientific  value.  This  recognition,  as  well  as 
that  of  their  geological  uniqueness,  has  resulted  in  the  protection  of  nearly  3,500  acres  of 
important  lowland,  riparian  habitat  (Anonymous  1994).  Tolin  and  Morrison  ( 1983)  made 
a  reconnaissance  bird  survey  and  listed  19  species  for  Manchester  1,  20  species  for 
Manchester  2.  and  1 8  species  for  Brush  Creek. 

STUDY  AREA 

Brush  Creek  Island  is  located  in  the  Meldahl  Navigation  Pool  of  the  Ohio  River  in 
Lewis  County,  Kentucky,  between  miles  387.9  and  388.4,  or  2.0  miles  east  of  Concord 
and  0.2  miles  west  of  Chalkey  Station  in  the  Concord  Quadrangle.  The  island  consists  of 
approximately  17  acres,  which  grades  from  a  high,  perched  aspect  resulting  from  severe 
erosion  at  the  head  to  a  moderate  aspect  on  the  channel  side.  A  few  deeply  submerged  logs 
were  noted  near  the  head  of  the  island.  The  Manchester  Islands  are  located  in  the  Meldahl 
Navigation  Pool  of  the  Ohio  River  in  Lewis  County,  Kentucky,  between  miles  395.4  and 
396.8.  or  1 .3  miles  east  of  Trinity  Station  and  0.2  miles  west  of  Irwin  in  the  Manchester 
Islands  Quadrangle.  Manchester  1  is  composed  of  approximately  27  acres  and 
Manchester  2  is  composed  of  approximately  1 1 5  acres.  Island  soils  are  of  the  Ohio  River 
Hood  plain,  backwater,  and  low  terrace  alluvium  consisting  of  silt,  sand,  and  clay.  All  three 
islands  have  a  lower  and  upper  terrace,  with  elevations  ranging  from  500-51  O',  and  the 
higher  terrace  delineates  the  upper  limit  of  flooding  where  a  thin  layer  of  silt  or  clay  may 
be  deposited  or  eroded.  The  average  2-year  flood  reaches  an  altitude  of  505-510  feet.  The 
lower  terraces  are  composed  of  Wheeling  loam  series,  a  modem  alluvium  svith  little  or  no 
soil  development.  The  upper  terraces  are  composed  of  Nolin  silt  loam  series,  an  older  allu¬ 
vium  with  some  soil  development  (Jacobs  1995).  The  islands  lie  within  the  Bluegrass 
Section  of  the  Western  Mesophytic  Forest  Region.  Each  island  is  tear-shaped  from  the 
direct  current  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  the  heads  are  composed  of  sand,  gravel,  and  cobbles, 
because  the  high  velocity  current  gleans  the  sand  and  lighter  detritus  from  the  uppermost 
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part  of  the  island.  The  sides  and  toes  are  composed  of  sand,  silt,  clay,  muck,  and  detritus 
(Tol in  and  Morrison  1983). 

RESULTS 

Habitats  on  all  three  islands  were  categorized  as  follows:  Early  and  late  oldfield, 
forested  bottomland,  unconsolidated  shoreline,  and  riverbank.  These  types  are  based  on 
existing  vegetation,  topography,  soils,  and  influence  of  the  fluvial  action  of  the  Ohio 
River.  The  acreage  of  each  habitat  for  all  three  islands  (Table  1 )  is  an  adaptation  of  the 
acres  of  habitat  approximated  by  Tolin  and  Morrison  ( 1983).  A  list  of  breeding  season  res¬ 
idents  was  compiled  (Table  2)  to  offer  baseline  data  for  anyone  interested  in  the  birds  that 
may  breed  in  this  region.  Most  of  these  birds  nest  on  the  islands,  but  no  breeding  bird  sur¬ 
veys  were  conducted.  Many  birds  were  recorded  that  only  briefly  visited  the  islands,  espe¬ 
cially  during  the  spring  and  fall  migratory  period  (Table  3).  Breeding  season  residents  are 
only  an  indication  of  what  might  nest  on  the  islands,  with  the  exception  of  the  birds  that 
were  confirmed  breeders  by  evidence  of  nest-building  or  nestling  feeding.  Common 
Grackle,  Black-and-white  Warbler,  Ovenbird,  Chimney  Swift,  Purple  Martin,  Tree 
Swallow,  and  House  Finch  were  left  off  Table  2  because  I  am  not  convinced  they  breed 
for  lack  of  suitable  habitat,  although  they  were  seen  during  the  breeding  season. 

EARLY  AND  LATE  OLD  FIELD 

This  habitat  is  a  result  of  secondary  succession  because  of  human  intervention 
through  logging  and  farming  practices,  seasonal  flooding  by  the  Ohio  River,  wind,  light¬ 
ning,  or  other  disturbances.  Old  fields  progress  from  early  old  field  succession  dominat¬ 
ed  by  herbaceous  perennials  with  biennials  and  annuals  to  late  old  field  succession  with 
considerable  influence  from  invading  woody  plants,  as  well  as  perennial  herbs.  As  sec¬ 
ondary  succession  progresses  with  more  woody  trees,  late  old  field  succession  eventual¬ 
ly  proceeds  into  a  forested  bottomland  habitat.  Woody  plants  typically  found  in  old  field 
succession  include  highbush  blackberry,  black  raspberry,  common  elderberry,  riverbank 
and  winter  grape,  poison  ivy,  Virginia  creeper,  and  saplings  of  boxelder,  white  mulberry, 
sycamore,  and  silver  maple.  Abundant  herbaceous  species  are  wingstem,  goldenrod, 
pokeweed,  and  wild  potato  vine. 

Birds  associated  with  this  habitat  include  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird,  Rufous-sided  Towhee,  Song  Sparrow,  Northern  Cardinal,  Common 
Yellowthroat,  Blue-winged  Warbler,  Yellow-breasted  Chat,  White-eyed  Vireo,  Brown 
Thrasher,  Gray  Catbird,  and  Carolina  Wren. 

Old  fields  are  more  pronounced  on  Manchester  2  because  of  recent  agricultural 
attempts,  but  are  evident  at  the  heads  of  all  three  islands,  where  abrasion  from  winter  and 
early  spring  flooding  hinders  the  growth  of  most  woody  species.  Approximately  4  acres 
of  Manchester  2  that  was  formerly  farmed  is  in  an  early  stage  of  plant  succession.  A  pair 
of  turkey  vultures  was  found  in  the  basement  of  an  abandoned  house  near  a  site  on 
Manchester  2  that  was  cleared  for  cultivation  in  past  years.  In  an  abandoned  shack  near¬ 
by,  a  pair  of  black  vultures  was  also  observed.  Both  pairs  of  vultures  successfully  fledged 
two  young. 

FORESTED  BOTTOMLAND 

The  forested  bottomland  habitat  can  be  identified  by  large  stands  of  riparian  trees. 
Dominant  trees  in  various  size-classes  are  silver  maple,  eastern  cottonwood,  American 
sycamore,  boxelder,  black  walnut,  and  American  elm.  'flic  herb  layer  is  composed  of  few 
species  because  of  the  dense  canopy.  Abundant  herbs  include  true  nettle,  Virginia 
jumpseed,  pale  jewelweed,  false  nettle,  stinging  nettle,  white  grass,  and  blue  violet. 
Woody  shrubs  and  vines  include  Virginia  creeper,  poison  ivy,  trumpet  creeper,  fox  grape, 
and  common  elderberry. 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee,  Wood  Thrush,  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  and 
Northern  Oriole  are  passerines  frequently  found  in  the  forested  bottomland  habitat. 
Cavity-nesting  birds  use  this  habitat  because  of  the  numerous  trees  and  hollow  snags. 
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These  snags  of  dead  or  dying  trees  are  riddled  with  holes  made  by  Pileated  Woodpecker, 
Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  and  Red-bellied  Woodpecker. 
Wood  Duck,  Eastern  Screech-Owl,  Great  Homed  Owl,  Eastern  Kingbird,  White-breasted 
Nuthatch,  and  American  Kestrel  reuse  cavities  created  by  those  five  species  of  wood¬ 
peckers  inhabiting  the  islands. 

UNCONSOLIDATED  SHORELINE 

This  habitat  is  found  encircling  all  of  the  islands  from  the  head  to  the  downstream 
toe.  The  head  of  each  island  is  steep  and  subject  to  severe  erosion  where  the  current  of  the 
river  first  meets  the  island.  The  unconsolidated  shoreline  varies  from  a  few  feet  wide  with 
a  steep  bank  to  20  feet  wide  with  a  gradual  slope.  Herbaceous  plants  of  this  seasonally 
disturbed  habitat  are  usually  annuals  and  biennials.  The  most  abundant  herbs  present  are 
smartweed,  carpetweed,  lovegrass,  yardgrass,  barnyard  grass,  yellow  nutsedge,  and  pig¬ 
weed.  Woody  plants  include  black  willow,  sandbar  willow,  false  indigo,  river  grape,  frost 
grape,  and  trumpet  creeper.  American  Crow,  Black  and  Turkey  Vultures,  Spotted 
Sandpiper,  Killdeer,  Great  Blue  Heron,  and  Green-backed  Heron  feed  along  the  shoreline. 


RIVERBANK 

Riverbanks  of  the  islands  are  most  evident  at  the  heads  hut  are  also  found  on  the  sides 
of  the  islands  where  erosion  is  severe.  Manchester  2  has  an  extensive  riverbank  at  the  head 
of  the  island  made  of  hardened  clay  and  silt  that  is  more  stable  than  the  banks  of  the  other 
islands.  Northern  Rough-Winged  Swallows,  a  colony  of  Bank  Swallows,  and  Belted 
Kingfishers  were  observed  nesting  in  the  steep  banks  on  Manchester  2  near  the  head  of 
the  island. 


TABLE  1.  Approximate  Habitat  Acreage 


Island 

EO 

LO 

FB 

us 

RB 

Brush  Creek 

— 

<1 

14 

02 

<1 

Manchester  1 

— 

04 

19 

04 

<1 

Manchester  2 

04 

38 

70 

02 

01 

Ke\  EO  =  earlv  oldfield  LO  = 

late  oldfield 

FB  =  forested  bottomland  US 

=  unconsolidated  shore- 

line  RB  =  riverbank 

TABLE  2.  Results  of  survey  conducted  during  breeding  Season  of  1995. 

Breeding  Season  Residents 

Ml 

M2 

BC 

Great  Blue  Heron 

— 

X 

**  (6-14) 

Green-backed  Heron 

— 

X 

- 

Wood  Duck* 

— 

X 

- 

Black  Vulture* 

— 

X 

- 

Turkey  Vulture* 

— 

X 

- 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

X 

X 

- 

American  Kestrel* 

-- 

X 

- 

Killdeer 

— 

X 

- 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

**  (5-4,  9-2) 

X 

**  (9-3) 

American  Woodcock 

**  (7-21) 

- 

— 

Mourning  Dove 

X 

X 

X 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

X 

X 

X 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

— 

X 

X 

Great  Horned  Owl 

**  (3-9) 

**  (5-27 

9-30) 

- 
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Breeding  Season  Residents 

Ml 

M2 

BC 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

X 

X 

X 

Belted  Kingfisher* ** 

X 

X 

X 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker* 

X 

X 

X 

Downy  Woodpecker* 

X 

X 

X 

Hairy  Woodpecker* 

X 

X 

X 

Northern  Flicker* 

X 

X 

X 

Pileated  Woodpecker* 

X 

X 

X 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

X 

X 

X 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher* 

X 

X 

X 

Eastern  Kingbird* 

X 

X 

X 

Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow* 

— 

X 

- 

Bank  Swallow* 

— 

X 

— 

Blue  Jay 

X 

X 

X 

American  Crow 

X 

X 

X 

Carolina  Chickadee 

X 

X 

X 

Tufted  Titmouse 

X 

X 

X 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

X 

X 

X 

Carolina  Wren* 

X 

X 

X 

House  Wren* 

X 

X 

X 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher* 

X 

X 

X 

Wood  Thrush 

X 

X 

X 

American  Robin 

X 

X 

X 

Catbird* 

X 

X 

X 

Brown  Thrasher 

X 

X 

X 

Cedar  Waxwing 

X 

X 

X 

European  Starling* 

X 

X 

X 

White-eyed  Vireo 

X 

X 

X 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

X 

X 

X 

Warbling  Vireo 

X 

X 

X 

Red-eyed  Vireo* 

X 

X 

X 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

X  (5-27) 

X (5-27) 

- 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

X 

X 

X 

Common  Yellowthroat 

X 

X 

X 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

X 

X 

— 

Scarlet  Tanager 

X 

X 

X 

Northern  Cardinal 

X 

X 

X 

Rufous-sided  Towhee* 

X 

X 

X 

Song  Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

X 

X 

X 

Orchard  Oriole 

X 

X 

X 

Northern  Oriole 

X 

X 

X 

American  Goldfinch 

X 

X 

X 

Total  summer  residents 

45 

54 

43 

Ml,  M2,  and  BC  represent  Manchester  1,  Manchester  2,  and  Brush  Creek  Island, 
respectively. 


*  =  nesting  confirmed 

**  =  recorded  infrequently;  date  of  record  in  parenthesis 

X  =  recorded  on  all  survey  dates;  5-27,  5-29, 5-31, 6- 14,  6-24,  6-29,  7-8,  7-21,  and  7-29. 
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TABLE  3.  Results  of  survey  conducted  during  the  spring  and  fall  of  1995. 


Transients  (spring  and  fall) 

Ml 

M2 

BC 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

— 

X  (9-17) 

-- 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

X  (5-4) 

X  (5-4,  9-17) 

X  (9-3) 

Great  Egret 

- 

X  (9-17) 

- 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

— 

X  (5-4) 

- 

Osprey 

X  (9-2) 

- 

X  (9-3) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

X  (3-9) 

- 

- 

Caspian  Tern 

X  (9-2) 

X  (5-4) 

- 

Chimney  Swift 

X  (5-27) 

X (6-14) 

X (5-27) 

Empidonax  Flycatcher  (spp.) 

- 

X  (9-30) 

- 

Purple  Martin 

- 

X  (5-27) 

- 

Tree  Swallow 

- 

X (5-4.  5-27) 

- 

Barn  Swallow 

- 

X (5-4) 

- 

Brown  Creeper 

X  (3-9) 

- 

- 

Tennessee  Warbler 

X  (5-4) 

- 

- 

Northern  Parula 

X  (5-4) 

X (5-4) 

- 

Yellow  Warbler 

X  (5-4) 

X (5-4) 

- 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

- 

X (5-4) 

- 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

X  (5-4) 

X  (5-4) 

- 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

- 

X  (9-30) 

- 

Palm  Warbler 

- 

X  (5-4) 

- 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

X  (5-27,  7-21) 

X  (9-17,  9-30) 

X (5-27) 

Ovenbird 

X  (5-4,  5-27) 

X  (5-4) 

X  (5-4) 

Hooded  Warbler 

- 

X  (9-30) 

- 

White-throated  Sparrow 

X  (3-9,  5-4) 

- 

- 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

X  (3-9) 

- 

- 

Common  Grackle 

X  (5-27) 

X (6-14) 

X  (6-14) 

House  Finch 

X  (5-4,  5-27) 

X (5-27) 

- 

Total  transients 

17 

22 

06 

Total  species  (Tables  1  &  2) 

62 

76 

49 

X  =  species  recorded  on  date  indicated  in  parenthesis 


DISCUSSION 

A  total  of  83  species  was  recorded  from  Manchester  1,  Manchester  2,  and  Brush 
Creek  Island  of  the  Ohio  River  Islands  National  Wildlife  Retuge  in  Lewis  County, 
Kentucky,  from  March  through  September  1995.  The  four  habitats  described  are  invalu¬ 
able  for  feeding,  nesting,  and  roosting.  Nine  species  found  on  the  islands  are  on  the 
KSNPC  Endangered,  Threatened,  and  Special  Concern  list,  along  with  tive  species  of 
woodpeckers.  Great  Horned  and  Eastern  Screech-Owl.  Red-tailed  Hawk.  American 
Kestrel,  and  both  species  of  vultures  that  nest  in  Kentucky.  A  breeding  bird  survey  from 
April  through  June  would  help  clarify  nesting,  especially  birds  that  were  either  seen  dur¬ 
ing  peek  breeding  season  or  were  seen  only  sporadically  in  early  spring.  The  diversity  of 
birds  and  notable  nesting  species  make  the  islands  an  excellent  place  to  study  lowland, 
riparian  birds  of  northern  Kentucky. 
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A  SURVEY  OF  WINTER  BIRDS  IN  CUMBERLAND  GAP 
NATIONAL  HISTORICAL  PARK 

Stephen  J.  Stedman 
Barbara  H.  Stedman 


INTRODUCTION 

In  response  to  a  request  by  personnel  at  Cumberland  Gap  National  Historical  Park 
(CGNHP),  we  volunteered  to  conduct  a  survey  of  birds  within  the  park  during  the  winter 
of  1994-95.  From  December  23,  1994,  to  February  22,  1995,  Barbara  H.  Stedman  con¬ 
ducted  12  transects  to  survey  the  winter  birds  of  the  park,  while  Stephen  J.  Stedman 
assisted  with  one  transect  and  analyzed  the  results  of  the  survey. 

STUDY  SITE 

All  transects  conducted  during  this  survey  lie  within  CGNHP,  which  is  comprised  of 
about  8,100  hectares  (20,000  acres)  in  Bell  and  Harlan  counties,  Kentucky;  Lee  County, 
Virginia;  and  Claiborne  County,  Tennessee.  Elevation  in  the  park  ranges  from  340-1075  m 
( 1 120-3500  ft).  Mature  deciduous  forest  is  the  dominant  habitat  in  the  park  and  therefore 
the  dominant  habitat  through  which  most  of  the  transects  run.  However,  the  habitat  at 
Hensley  Settlement,  a  30-hectare  (75-acre)  cleared  area,  is  composed  of  pastures  and 
fields  of  primarily  grasses.  Most  small  streams  in  the  park  do  not  always  flow  year-round, 
but  they  were  flowing  at  moderate  rates  during  the  study  period.  Elevation,  habitat,  and 
availability  of  water  affect  bird  populations  and,  consequently,  censuses  of  birds. 

METHODS 

We  conducted  this  survey  of  winter  birds  using  the  same  method  of  data  collection 
that  was  used  in  a  survey  of  breeding  birds  conducted  within  CGNHP  during  1978  and 
1979  by  Davis  et  at.  (1980)  and  supplemented  by  surveys  conducted  there  in  the  early 
1990s  (Davis  and  Williams  1993;  Davis  pers.  comm.).  Davis  and  co-workers  used  the 
transect  method  to  survey  the  park’s  avifauna;  /.<?.,  they  walked  trails  and  primitive  roads 
at  a  rate  of  1 .6-2.4  kph  (1-1.5  mph)  counting  and  recording  all  birds  heard  and  seen.  This 
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method  results  in  data  which  can  be  used  as  indices  of  the  relative  abundance  of  species 
detected;  best  results  occur  when  40  or  more  registrations  of  each  species  are  obtained 
during  a  set  of  transects  (Bibby  et  al.  1992). 

As  much  as  possible  we  retraced  the  12  transects  described  by  Davis  et  al.  ( 1980), 
but  some  modifications  were  necessary  as  a  result  of  changes  in  trails  and  roads  that 
occurred  since  1979.  Two  transects  that  we  conducted  did  not  precisely  replicate  the  route 
censused  by  earlier  workers:  1 )  the  Visitor  Center  Loop  was  slightly  modified  to  accom¬ 
modate  changes  in  trails  and  roads  occurring  since  1979.  though  the  overall  changes  were 
so  minor  that  data  resulting  from  censusing  the  transect  in  1978  and  1979  are  probably 
roughly  comparable  to  data  obtained  in  1995;  2)  the  Lewis  Hollow-Woodson  Gap  tran¬ 
sect  was  considerably  modified  because  of  the  loss  of  the  Woodson  Gap  Trail  during  the 
1 980s;  data  obtained  from  this  transect  in  1 995  are  not  comparable  to  data  obtained  along 
the  transect  in  earlier  years.  We  also  conducted  two  transects  by  reversing  the  direction  in 
which  they  were  conducted  by  Davis  et  al.  (1980):  1 )  the  Pinnacle  to  Saltpeter  Cave  tran¬ 
sect;  and  2)  the  Shillalah  Creek  transect.  Road  construction  and  the  logistics  of  trans¬ 
portation  dictated  these  reversals.  We  conducted  the  remaining  eight  transects  in  a  man¬ 
ner  essentially  identical  to  the  manner  used  to  conduct  them  in  earlier  years.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  Hensley  Settlement  census  is  not  a  true  transect  census  but  is  rather  a  plot 
census. 

The  12  transects  are  described  below;  distances,  walking  times,  and  other  data  are 
provided  (Table  I ): 

1.  Visitor  Center  Loop:  start  at  the  end  of  the  bicycle  trail  nearest  Middlesboro, 
proceed  to  the  Visitor  Center  parking  lot,  take  the  Fitness  Trail  over  the  ridge  to 
the  old  road  which  leads  to  a  cemetery,  go  left  on  the  old  road  past  Barnett  Park 
to  the  Bicycle  Trail,  and  then  return  to  the  Visitor  Center.  This  transect  is  slight¬ 
ly  altered  from  the  one  described  by  Davis  et  al.  (1980). 

2.  Tri-State  Trail  (as  described  by  Davis  et  al.  1980). 

3.  Sugar  Run  Trail  (as  described  by  Davis  et  al.  1980). 

4.  Campground,  Nature  Loop,  and  Honey  Tree  Loop  (as  described  by  Davis  et  al. 
1 980)T 

5.  Ridge  Trail  from  Saltpeter  Cave  to  Pinnacle  parking  lot  (reversal  of  transect 
described  by  Davis  et  al  1980). 

6.  Lewis  Hollow  picnic  area  to  Ridge  Trail  to  Gibson  Gap  (deviates  from  descrip¬ 
tion  by  Davis  et  al  1980)  because  Woodson  Gap  Trail  stopped  being  maintained 
in  the  1980s). 

7.  From  Mile  Post  9  (measured  from  Pinnacle  parking  lot)  via  Gibson  Gap  Trail  to 
the  Campground  (as  described  by  Davis  et  al  1980). 

8.  Martin’s  Fork  Cabin  Loop  (as  described  by  Davis  et  al.  1980). 

9.  Hensley  Settlement  (as  described  by  Davis  et  al  1 980);  not  a  true  transect.  Davis 
etal.  (1980). 

10.  Shillalah  Creek  Road  (reversal  of  transect  described  by  Davis  et  al  1980). 

I  I .  Brush  Mountain  Trail  (as  described  by  Davis  et  al.  1980). 

12.  Ridge  Trail  from  Chadwell  Gap  to  W'hite  Rocks  (as  described  by  Davis  et  al 
1980). 

In  order  to  census  the  12  transects  with  maximum  efficiency,  we  became  familiar 
w  ith  them  by  walking  all  but  one  during  several  visits  to  the  park  in  the  tall  ot  1994.  In 
this  manner  we  learned  which  transect  routes  could  be  replicated  and  which  required 
minor  or  major  modification.  As  a  result  of  these  advanced  preparations  and  excellent 
logistical  support  form  park  personnel,  we  were  able  to  conduct  all  12  transects  during  the 
\v  inter  of  1 994- 1 995. 
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RESULTS 

Barbara  Stedman  spent  about  35  hours  and  walked  about  85  km  (53  mi.)  to  census 
the  12  transects  involved  in  this  survey  of  birds  in  CGNHP.  She  conducted  ten  transects 
between  January  8,  1995,  and  January  19,  1995,  thus  compressing  the  period  during 
which  most  of  the  data  were  collected  and  thereby  reducing  bias  caused  by  uncontrol¬ 
lable  variables,  such  as  weather.  She  registered  786  individuals  (22.4/hour;  9.2/km 
[14.8/mi])  of  42  species,  including  31  permanent  residents  and  II  winter  residents  (Table 
2).  In  addition,  she  recorded  a  permanent  resident.  Eastern  Screech-Owl  (Otits  asio),  and 
a  winter  resident.  Fox  Sparrow  (Passerella  iliaca),  during  the  course  of  her  visits  in 
January  and  February  1995  but  not  on  one  of  the  transects. 

If  Bibby  et  al.  ( 1992)  are  correct  in  stating  that  maximum  reliability  of  data  occurs 
when  40  or  more  registrations  of  each  species  are  obtained,  then  reliable  indices  of  rela¬ 
tive  abundance  were  achieved  for  six  ( 14%)  species,  while  presumably  less  reliable  data 
resulted  for  the  remaining  36  (86%)  species.  Clearly,  the  number  of  transect  hours  and 
miles  that  would  be  required  to  accumulate  40  registrations  of  some  of  the  uncommon  and 
rare  species,  such  as  Common  Raven  (Con’iis  corax),  in  CGNHP  is  quite  large.  For  prac¬ 
tical  reasons,  it  may  never  be  possible  to  census  enough  transects  in  one  season  to  accu¬ 
mulate  the  data  required  for  total  reliability.  Thus,  despite  the  fact  that  only  14%  of  species 
were  detected  frequently  enough  to  attain  40-registrations,  the  results  of  the  survey  of 
1994-1995  are  probably  as  reliable  as  are  possible. 

The  acquisition  of  winter  data  from  the  same  transects  conducted  during  the  breed¬ 
ing  season  by  Davis  et  al.  ( 1980)  allows  for  comparison  of  numbers  of  permanent  resi¬ 
dent  species  registered  in  winter  with  numbers  of  permanent  residents  registered  during 
the  breeding  season.  While  such  a  comparison  probably  should  not  be  used  to  search  for 
trends  in  species  numbers  which  might  have  occurred  form  1978-1979  to  1994-1995 
because  of  the  different  seasons  involved,  it  may  be  used  for  other  purposes.  This  com¬ 
parison  is  especially  useful  in  showing  differences  in  the  use  of  high  elevation  habitat  by 
permanent  residents  between  summer  and  winter.  The  permanent  resident  which  displays 
the  most  pronounced  difference  in  numbers  at  high  elevations  between  summer  and  win¬ 
ter  is  the  Rufous-sided  Towhee  (Pipilo  erythrophthalmus)  (Table  2;  Davis  et  al.  1980), 
although  it  is  also  considerably  less  common  at  lower  elevations  during  winter  than  dur¬ 
ing  summer. 

The  reason  for  the  change  in  the  distribution  of  small  permanent  resident  species 
between  summer  and  winter  is  probably  altitudinal  migration.  Small  permanent  resident 
species  like  the  towhee  benefit  from  the  less  rigorous  winter  conditions  occurring  at  lower 
elevations,  so  they  migrate  to  lower  elevations  in  fall  and  return  to  higher  elevations  in  late 
winter  and  spring.  Larger  species  presumably  withstand  the  effects  of  rigorous  weather 
better  than  smaller  species  and,  consequently,  do  not  need  to  avail  themselves  of  altitudi¬ 
nal  migration  as  much  as  small  species.  The  Ruffed  Grouse  (Bonasa  umbel  Ins)  is  a  good 
example  of  a  large  permanent  resident  species  which  is  at  least  as  common  at  higher  ele¬ 
vations  in  CGNHP  during  winter  as  during  summer. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  consequence  of  the  survey  was  to  acquire  data  reflect¬ 
ing  the  effects  of  elevation  on  the  overall  bird  population  occurring  in  CGNHP  during 
winter.  Transects  conducted  at  lower  elevations,  such  as  the  Visitor  Center  Loop  and  the 
Campground  Loop  (Table  2),  resulted  in  the  registration  of  far  more  individuals  per  kilo¬ 
meter  of  trail  or  hour  of  walking  than  transects  conducted  at  higher  elevations,  such  as  the 
transect  between  Chadwell  Gap  and  White  Rocks  (Table  2).  Furthermore,  some  transects 
include  coverage  of  both  high  and  low  elevations.  When  data  from  the  high  elevation  sec¬ 
tions  of  these  transects  are  separated  from  data  from  the  low  elevation  sections  (Tables  3 
and  4),  it  becomes  clear  that  higher  numbers  of  individuals  and  species  were  registered  at 
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low  elevations  than  at  high  elevations;  this  was  especially  true  of  the  Lewis  Hollow  to 
Gibson  Gap  transect  (Table  3).  Altitudinal  stratification  of  wintering  bird  communities  is 
not  a  new  phenomenon,  but  it  is  one  that  has  not  been  previously  documented  within 
CGNHP.  The  present  survey  provides  that  documentation. 

DISCUSSION 

The  42  species  we  recorded  on  the  12  transects  (plus  two  species  recorded  during  the 
survey  period  but  not  on  a  transect)  may  seem  like  a  low  total,  but  we  believe  it  is  proba¬ 
bly  about  what  can  be  expected  to  occur  during  most  winters  in  CGNHP,  especially  when 
northern  finch  species  are  scarce.  The  general  uniformity  of  forest  habitat  and  the  relative 
absence  of  aquatic  habitat  in  the  park  no  doubt  contribute  to  the  low  number  of  species 
wintering  there. 

The  total  number  of  individuals  recorded  on  the  1 2  transects  may  also  seem  low,  but 
the  scarcity  of  birds' on  the  overall  survey  is  primarily  a  result  of  low  densities  of  birds  in 
areas  at  higher  elevations;  areas  at  lower  elevations  generally  support  densities  of  winter-  l 
ing  birds  typical  of  the  surrounding  region.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  numbers  of 
Carolina  Chickadees  (Parus  carolinensis)  at  lower  elevations  were  notably  higher  than 
numbers  occurring  at  lower  elevations  during  the  summer.  Lack  of  deciduous  foliage  dur¬ 
ing  the  study  period  may  have  made  this  and  some  other  species  more  detectible  than  they 
would  be  during  summer  and  partly  account  for  their  abundance  on  the  transects  con¬ 
ducted  in  winter  (Davis  pers.  comm.). 

We  registered  moderately  large  numbers  of  Ruffed  Grouse  and  Wild  Turkeys 
(Meleagris  gallopavo)  on  the  survey.  Perhaps  these  results  were  partly  caused  by  a  good 
mast  crop  during  1994.  Gallinaceous  species  were  especially  likely  to  occur  in  areas 
where  mast-bearing  trees,  rhododendron  thickets,  and  large  rock  outcrops  were  simulta¬ 
neously  present.  It  is  our  impression  that  the  populations  of  gallinaceous  species  in  j 
CGNHP  during  the  winter  of  1994-1995  were  denser  (but  not  larger)  than  populations  of 
those  species  we  have  encountered  in  the  past  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National 
Park.  Mark  Gudlin,  small-game  biologist  with  the  Tennessee  Wildlife  Resources  Agency, 
reported  to  us  that  in  most  areas  of  Tennessee  the  grouse  population  was  large  during  the 
winter  of  1994-1995.  based  on  preliminary1  results  of  hunter  surveys  that  he  coordinates. 

He  indicated  that  the  numbers  we  encountered  at  CGNHP  indicate  a  very  dense  popula-  ! 
tion  of  grouse  (pers.  comm.). 

We  encountered  fewer  species  of  birds  of  prey  and  registered  smaller  numbers  of 
those  species  than  we  expected.  Reasons  for  the  paucity  of  raptors  on  the  transects  remain 
unclear. 

The  winter  of  1994-1995  was  not  a  good  one  for  boreal  invaders  in  the  southeast,  and 
the  results  of  our  survey  reflect  this  fact.  Of  the  northern  finches  that  periodically  winter 
in  this  region,  we  encountered  only  the  Purple  Finch  (Carpodacus  purpureus)  — just  one 
bird  on  one  transect  late  in  the  winter;  no  Pine  Siskins  (Carduelis  pinus)  or  Evening 
Grosbeaks  ( Coccothraustes  vespertinus)  were  registered.  Furthermore,  no  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  (Sitta  canadensis)  or  other  northern  irruptive  species  were  registered. 

Data  collected  at  Hensley  Settlement  should  probably  not  be  added  to  or  compared 
w  ith  data  collected  on  the  true  transects,  if  data  from  this  survey  are  ever  rigorously  ana¬ 
lyzed:  in  the  tables  included  w  ith  this  report,  we  have  included  the  Hensley  data  with  the 
data  from  other  transects  for  the  sake  of  convenience  and  because  the  Hensley  data  were 
included  in  the  breeding  season  data  presented  by  Davis  el  al.  ( 1980).  We  add  the  follow¬ 
ing  impression:  numbers  of  bird  species  and  numbers  of  individuals  at  Hensley  Settlement 
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TABLE  1.  Transect  Data  for  a  Survey  of  Winter  Birds  in  Cumberland  Gap 
National  Historical  Park  (1994-95). 

Transect#  123  456789  10  11  12 


Observer 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 

BHS 

SJS 

Date 

1-12 

1-8 

1-9 

1-13 

1-9 

2-22 

1-19 

1-11 

1-10 

1-10 

1-18 

12-23 

Time 

Started 

0820 

0925 

0955 

0804 

1150 

0855 

0820 

0935 

1150 

0905 

0912 

0920 

Time  Ended 

1030 

1125 

1145 

1104 

1320 

1210 

1330 

1315 

1353 

1145 

1212 

1430 

Total  Hours 

2.2 

2.0 

1.8 

3.0 

1.5 

3.25 

5.2 

3.7 

2.0 

2.7 

3.0 

5.2 

Km 

4.0 

2.2 

4.0 

3.2 

2.9 

6.7 

14.4 

12.8 

3.2 

7.2 

14.4 

9.6 

Miles 

2.5 

1.4 

2.5 

2.0 

1.8 

4.2 

9.0 

8.0 

2.0 

4.5 

9.0 

6.0 

Sky 

high 

fog 

pclo 

pclo 

mclo 

cle 

pclo 

over 

cast 

mclo 

cle 

cle 

mclo 

over 

cast 

Wind 

0 

0-10 

0 

0 

0-10 

0 

0-5 

0-15 

0-10 

0-10 

0-15 

5-20 

Start 

Temp.  (F) 

52 

27 

35 

45 

32 

30 

38 

38 

38 

26 

42 

35 

Snow  Cover 
(inches) 

0 

1.0 

2.0 

0 

3.0 

1.0 

0 

0.1 

0.2 

1.0 

0 

0 

Low 

Elevation  (ft.) 

1140 

1700 

1120 

1260 

2260 

1360 

1300 

2950 

3280 

1500 

2550 

3120 

High 

Elevation  (ft.) 

1320 

2000 

2260 

1500 

2600 

2800 

3100 

3380 

3340 

3280 

2850 

3450 

#  Key  to  Transects: 

1.  Visitor  Center  Loop 

2.  Tri-State  Trail 

3.  Sugar  Run  Trail 

4.  Campground,  Nature  Loop,  Honey  Tree  Loop 

5.  Ridge  Trail  from  Saltpeter  Cave  to  Pinnacle  parking  lot 

6.  Lewis  Hollow  picnic  area  to  Ridge  Trail  to  Gibson  Gap* 

7.  Mile  Post  9  via  Gibson  Gap  Trail  to  campground 

8.  Martin’s  Fork  Cabin  Loop 

9.  Hensley  Settlement 

10.  Shillalah  Creek  Road  from  Hensley  Settlement  to  Rt.  988 

11.  Brush  Mountain  Trail 

12.  Ridge  Trail  from  Chadwell  Gap  to  White  Rocks 

^Differs  substantially  from  route  of  Davis  et  al.  (1980) 
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TABLE  2.  Total  Individuals  Registered  on  a  Survey  of  Winter  Birds  in 
Cumberland  Gap  National  Historical  Park  (1994-95). 

Transect*  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  Tot 

Species** 


Turkey  Vulture 

- 

1 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1 

1 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Ruffed  Grouse 

- 

1 

3 

- 

2 

6 

7 

4 

- 

1 

5 

Wild  Turkey 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

2 

2 

- 

4 

1 

Killdeer 

1 

Rock  Dove 

2 

Mourning  Dove 

1 

1 

- 

Barred  Owl 

- 

i 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

- 

- 

- 

2 

-- 

- 

2 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

- 

1 

- 

- 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Downy  Woodpecker 

8 

1 

1 

7 

3 

4 

3 

i 

- 

2 

1 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

i 

1 

Northern  Flicker 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

i 

1 

3 

2 

Blue  Jay 

4 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

1 

Amencan  Crow 

4 

2 

i 

3 

2 

- 

- 

i 

3 

2 

- 

Common  Raven 

- 

- 

i 

Carolina  Chickadee 

22 

8 

15 

24 

4 

18 

9 

6 

- 

12 

6 

Tufted  Titmouse 

9 

3 

3 

11 

2 

8 

6 

2 

- 

4 

6 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

6 

4 

1 

8 

3 

4 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Carolina  Wren 

14 

2 

- 

7 

1 

-- 

Winter  Wren 

1 

- 

2 

3 

I 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

14 

10 

20 

18 

8 

13 

9 

6 

2 

20 

6 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

3 

1 

1 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

i 

- 

1 

Hermit  Thrush 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

American  Robin 

21 

10 

- 

8 

- 

1 

3 

7 

- 

26 

- 

Cedar  Waxwing 

1 

European  Starling 

2 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

16 

7 

2 

17 

1 

- 

Northern  Cardinal 

8 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

I 

Savannah  Sparrow 

1 

Song  Sparrow 

4 

- 

i 

1 

White-throated  Sparrow 

9 

- 

4 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

3 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Common  Grackle 

- 

1 

Purple  Finch 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

House  Finch 

- 

9 

American  Goldfinch 

6 

- 

4 

3 

24 

5 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Total 

165 

59 

56 

147 

33 

97 

64 

33 

9 

82 

32 

See  Methods  section  or  Key  to  Transects  in  Table  I . 
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32 
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32 
12 
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23 

10 

18 


126 

54 

32 

12 

24 

9 

126 


6 

4 

76 


43 

10 


17 

I 


44 
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TABLE  3.  Comparison  of  Bird  Species  and  Numbers  below  and  above  Skylight 
Cave  on  Transect  6  (Lewis  Hollow  to  Gibson  Gap). 

Km  surveyed 

Number  Below 

1.9 

Number  Above 

4.8 

Species 

Ruffed  Grouse 

0 

6 

Wild  Turkey 

0 

4 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

1 

0 

Downy  Woodpecker 

3 

1 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

0 

2 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

2 

0 

Carolina  Chickadee 

14 

4 

Tufted  Titmouse 

6 

2 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

4 

0 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

0 

Winter  Wren 

1 

0 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

13 

0 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

1 

0 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1 

0 

Hermit  Thrush 

2 

0 

American  Robin 

0 

I 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

2 

1 

Purple  Finch 

1 

0 

American  Goldfinch 

2 

22 

Total  Individuals 

54 

43 

Total  Species 

15 

9 

TABLE  3.  Comparison  of  Bird  Species  and  Numbers  below  and  above  Gibson  Gap 


intersection  with  Ridge  Trail  on  Transect  7  (Mile  9  to  Gibson  Gap  to  Campground). 

Number  Below 

Number  Above 

Km  surveyed 

Species 

8 

6.4 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1 

0 

Ruffed  Grouse 

4 

3 

Wild  Turkey 

0 

2 

Barred  Owl 

0 

1 

Red-Bellied  Woodpecker 

2 

0 

Downy  Woodpecker 

3 

0 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

2 

2 

Blue  Jay 

i 

0 

Carolina  Chickadee 

5 

4 

Tufted  Titmouse 

2 

4 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

4 

0 

Brown  Creeper 

0 

1 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

7 

2 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1 

0 

American  Robin 

0 

3 

Northern  Cardinal 

1 

0 

Dark -eyed  Junco 

0 

2 

American  Goldfinch 

3 

2 

Total  Individuals 

37 

27 

Total  Species 

14 

12 
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seemed  exceptionally  low,  but  we  do  not  have  enough  experience  with  this  area  to  know 
if  exceptional  conditions  prevailed  there  during  the  winter  of  1994-1995.  Thus,  the 
Hensley  data  may  be  quite  “normal.” 

CONCLUSIONS 

Our  survey  provides  baseline  abundance  data  for  42  species  of  birds  that  winter  with¬ 
in  CGNHP.  Our  data  show  that  numbers  of  some  small  permanent  resident  species,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Rufous-sided  Towhee,  differ  markedly  between  breeding  and  winter  seasons 
at  high  elevation  in  the  park.  The  data  also  display  the  effects  of  elevation  on  the  overall 
wintering  bird  populations  within  the  park,  with  areas  at  high  elevations  harboring  far 
fewer  birds  per  transect  unit  surveyed  than  areas  at  low  elevations. 
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FOURTH  REPORT  OF  THE 
KENTUCKY  BIRD  RECORDS  COMMITTEE 

Lee  K.  McNeely,  Secretary 

This  report  is  the  fourth  from  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee  [hereafter 
KBRC)  and  covered  actions  completed  during  the  calendar  years  1994  and  1995. 
Members  serving  on  the  committee  during  this  period  were  Fred  Loetscher,  Burt  Monroe. 
Jr.,  Mike  Stinson,  and  the  current  committee  of  Blaine  Ferrell,  Wayne  Mason,  Lee 
McNeely  [secretary],  Brainard  Palmer-Ball.  Jr.,  and  Anne  Stamm.  The  stated  purpose  of 
the  KBRC  is  to  determine  the  validity  of  records  of  rare  birds  within  Kentucky,  maintain 
the  documentation  for  these  records,  and  to  publish  a  summary  of  the  committee’s  delib¬ 
erations. 

In  1994  and  1995  there  were  three  rounds  of  circulation  through  the  KBRC  consist¬ 
ing  of  16  individual  records.  Fourteen  of  these  cases  were  finalized,  while  two  remain 
unresolved  at  this  point. 

Accepted  records: 

Podiceps  grisegena.  RED-NECKED  GREBE.  [#95-1]  (2  birds)  February  16,  1994, 
Triplett  Creek,  Morehead,  Rowan  County  (FB.  many  other  observers). 

Podiceps  grisegena.  RED-NECKED  GREBE.  [#95-2 [  (2  birds)  February  20-21, 
1994.  Lexington  Reservoirs,  Lexington,  Fayette  County.  (JC,  KC,  LM)  [photographed]. 
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Podiceps  grisegena.  RED-NECKED  GREBE.  [#95-3]  March  12-April  16,  gravel 
pit  south  of  Petersburg,  Boone  County.  (LM,  JC,  KC,  TS). 

Aechniophorus  oecidentalis.  WESTERN  GREBE  [#94-1 1  November  27,  1993, 
Markland  Dam,  Gallantin  County  (LM,  JC,  KC)  [first  Kentucky  record  supported  by  pho¬ 
tograph]. 

Podiceps  nigricollis.  EARED  GREBE.  [#95-5]  April  4,  1993,  Brown  Power  Plant 
ash  pond  near  Dix  Dam,  Mercer  County  (JK,  PK). 

Oceanodroma  castro.  BAND-RUMPED  STORM-PETREL  [#95-13]  Late  July, 
1993,  Found  dead  in  yard  along  the  Kentucky  River  in  southeastern  Anderson  County 
(DS,  TA,  DY)  [Specimen,  specimen  photographs,  first  Kentucky  record], 

Branta  bemicia.  BRANT  [#95-10]  November  7,  1993,  Falls  of  the  Ohio, 
Louisville,  Jefferson  County  (BPB,  DE,  many  other  observers)  [Photographed,  first 
Kentucky  record], 

Falco  columbarius.  MERLIN  [#95-4 1  December  18,  1993,  Petersburg,  Boone 
County  (NK,  DJ,  CS). 

Numenius  phaeopus.  WF1IMBREL  {#93-11]  May  22,  1993.  southwest  of 
Hickman,  Fulton  County  (JB,  PB,  several  other  observers)  [Fourth  Kentucky  record], 

Calidris  ferruginea.  CURLEW  SANDPIPER  [#95-1 1  ]  July  9-11,  1994,  McElroy 
Lake,  Warren  County  (BPB,  RK,  several  other  observers)  [Photographed,  first  Kentucky 
record]. 

Sterna  nilotica.  GULL-BILLED  TERN  [#95-12]  August  27-28,  1994,  Falls  of  the 
Ohio,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County  (BPB,  many  other  observers)  [Photographed,  first 
fully-documented  record], 

Ixoreus  naevius.  VARIED  THRUSH  [#94-2]  December  19-20,  1993,  Mayo  Lane, 
Oldham  County  (JKr,  FK,  DN,  KC1)  [Second  Kentucky  record,  sight  only]. 

Observers:  Theresa  Anderson  (TA),  Jane  Bell  (JB),  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB), 
Joe  Caminiti  (JC),  Kathy  Caminiti  (KC),  Kathryn  Clay  (KC1),  Diane  Ebel  (DE),  David 
Jensen  (DJ),  Ned  Keller  (NK),  J.W.  Kemper  (JK),  Patricia  Kemper  (PK),  Robert  Klapheke 
(RK),  Frank  Krull  (FK),  John  Krull  (JKr),  Lee  McNeely  (LM),  Doxie  Noonan  (DN), 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (BPB),  Denny  Sabree  (DS),  Charlie  Saunders  (CS),  Tommy 
Stephens  (TS),  David  Yancy  (DY). 


Rejected  records: 

Accipiter  gentillis.  NORTHERN  GOSHAWK  [#95-6]  January  14,  1993,  Grays 
Branch  Road  south  of  Greenup  Dam,  Greenup  County.  Documentation  was  considered 
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not  definitive. 

Myriarchus  crinitus.  GREAT  CRESTED  FLYCATCHER  [#95-7]  February  26, 
1995.  Crestmoor  Woods  Nature  Park,  Bowling  Green,  Warren  County.  Documentation 
does  not  rule  out  other  Myriarchus  flycatchers,  voice  description  not  definitive  for  an  early 
state  record. 

The  current  official  Kentucky  list  stands  at  350  species  (14  of  which  are  by  sight 
only),  with  the  Band-rumped  Storm-petrel,  Brant,  Curlew  Sandpiper,  and  Gull-billed  Tern 
added  since  the  last  report.  All  records  of  birds  on  the  mandatory  Review  List  should  be 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  KBRC,  Lee  McNeely,  P.O.  Box  463,  Burlington,  KY  41 105. 


FIELD  NOTES 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose  in  Taylor  County 

On  the  afternoon  of  November  28,  1995,  a  Greater  White-fronted  Goose,  Anser  alb- 
ifrons,  was  discovered  during  a  seasonal  waterfowl  study  being  conducted  at  City  Lake, 
Campbellsville,  Ky.  The  goose  was  found  dead  in  a  shallow  raceway  connecting  an  upper 
10-acre  section  of  the  lake  to  a  lower  54-acre  section.  Apparently  the  bird  was  wounded 
by  a  gunshot  to  the  right  forewing  which  forced  it  to  seek  refuge  at  City  Lake.  We  suspect 
this  individual  was  travelling  in  a  flock  of  Canada  Geese,  Branta  canadensis,  migrating 
through  the  area  within  a  week  of  the  survey.  Body  markings  for  the  species  included  dis¬ 
tinctive  black  blotching  or  striping  on  the  belly,  an  overall  grayish  body,  and  conspicuous 
white  face.  The  bird  measured  70  cm  in  length  (27.6";  tip  of  bill  to  tip  of  tail)  with  a  wing 
span  of  136  cm  (53.5") 

While  this  species  has  become  increasingly  more  common  throughout  Kentucky 
over  the  past  decade  (Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  personal  communication),  it  is  still  con¬ 
sidered  a  midwestem  species  migrating  chiefly  through  the  Great  Plains  states  (Birds  of 
Kentucky.  Monroe  1994).  This  is  evidenced  by  the  paucity  of  observations  of  White-front¬ 
ed  Geese  west  of  the  Ballard  County  Wildlife  Management  Area.  Only  six  records  (twelve 
total  individuals)  exist  for  the  species  in  this  portion  of  the  Commonwealth  (Birds  of 
Kentucky.  Monroe  1994).  Also  of  significance  is  that  the  sighting  constitutes  a  county 
record  for  the  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  in  Taylor  County,  KY  (Brainard  Palmer-Ball, 
Jr.,  personal  communication). 

-RICHARD  K.  KESSLER  AND  JEREMY  DALE,  Department  of  Biology, 

Campbellsville  College,  Campbellsville,  KY  42718. 
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First  Kentucky  Record  for  Common  Black-headed  Gull 

On  November  15,  1995,  I  discovered  an  adult  Common  Black-headed  Gull  (Lams 
ridibundus)  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  at  Louisville,  Jefferson  County.  The  bird  was  in  the 
company  of  a  large  collection  of  gulls  that  were  resting  and  feeding  below  the  upper  gates 
of  McAlpine  Dam.  This  mixed  flock  contained  probably  more  than  1,000  Ring-billed 
Gulls  (Larus  delawarensis),  at  least  400  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  {Lams  Philadelphia),  three 
Herring  Gulls  (Lams  argentatus).  and  one  Franklin’s  Gull  (Lams  pipixan).  The  Common 
Black-headed  Gull  was  first  observed  as  it  perched  with  a  large  group  of  mostly 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  a  shelf  of  the  outer  fossil  beds,  and  studied  as  it  fed  in  the  rapids 
flowing  downstream  from  the  partially  open  dam. 

The  Common  Black-headed  Gull  was  intermediate  in  size  between  the  many  near¬ 
by  Ring-billed  and  Bonaparte’s  gulls.  Overall  it  was  similar  to  the  Bonaparte’s  in 
plumage,  although  the  back  color  was  a  slightly  lighter  shade  of  gray.  A  prominent  dark 
spot  was  noticeable  behind  each  eye,  and  a  light  gray  smudge  extended  from  around  each 
eye  to  meet  on  the  crown.  The  bird's  legs  were  brilliant  blood  red  in  color,  and  the  bill  was 
bright  red  with  some  dark  color  in  the  distal  one-third.  The  bill  was  also  proportionately 
longer  than  those  of  nearby  Bonaparte’s  Gulls.  In  flight,  the  wing  pattern  was  similar  to  a 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  from  above,  but  from  below,  all  outer  primaries  except  the  first  were  pre¬ 
dominantly  charcoal  gray,  and  the  inner  primaries  gradually  became  paler.  In  addition,  the 
primary  underwing  coverts  appeared  to  be  light  grayish.  This  pattern  made  the  bird  very 
noticeable  in  flight  if  lighting  conditions  were  good.  The  tail  was  entirely  white. 

The  gull  was  observed  daily  through  the  morning  of  November  23,  1995,  and  it  was 
seen  by  a  large  number  of  birders  during  its  week-long  stay.  I  obtained  color  photographs 
of  the  bird,  clearly  showing  identifying  characteristic  on  November  18,  1995  (see  cover 
of  this  issue).  This  represents  the  first  documented  occurrence  of  Common  Black-headed 
Gull  in  Kentucky,  although  most  surrounding  states  have  one  to  several  records. 

-BRAINARD  PALMER-BALL,  JR.,  8207  Westport  Road,  Louisville,  40222. 


NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

North  American  Migration  Count 

Anyone  wishing  to  conduct  a  spring  bird  count  in  conjunction  with  the  North 
American  Migration  Count  should  contact  Kentucky’s  State  Coordinator,  Lee  McNeely, 
at  P.O.  Box  463,  Burlington,  Kentucky  41005  (Phone:  606-586-7520).  The  North 
American  Migration  Count  is  entering  its  fifth  year  and  is  designed  to  provide  a  one-day 
picture  of  bird  migration  across  the  continent. 

Counts  are  conducted  on  a  countywide  basis  in  a  format  similar  to  Mid-winter  Bird 
Counts.  The  date  for  this  year’s  spring  count  will  be  May  1 1,  1996.  Six  counties  were  rep- 
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resented  in  1995,  with  a  total  of  154  species  recorded.  Any  level  of  participation  is  encour¬ 
aged,  from  one-person  counts  to  organized  group  efforts. 


Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird 
sightings  from  around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 

K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund. 
Persons  that  need  money  (i.e.,  up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting  research  on 
birds  in  Kentucky  should  contact  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  Avian  Research 
Grant  Fund  Committee  c/o  Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky 
University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky  42101  for  a  set  of  guidelines  and  an  application 
form.  Currently,  three  grant  applications  are  pending. 


Field  Trips 


Saturday,  20  April  1996  —  Slough  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Henderson  County 
for  waterbirds  and  migrants.  Meet  at  McDonald’s  on  Highway  41  in  Henderson  at  8:15 
a.m.  (CT).  Bring  a  lunch  and  shoes  suitable  for  a  trek  through  the  marsh.  The  leader  will 
be  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (502)  426-8549. 

Sunday,  21  April  1996  —  Mammoth  Cave  for  spring  migrants,  especially  woodland 
warblers.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  (ET)  at  the  Watermill  Restaurant  on  Highway  70,  just  west  of  i 
Exit  53  off  165.  Bring  your  lunch.  The  leaders  will  be  Pat  and  Jane  Bell  (502)  895-7872. 

Saturday,  18  May  1996  —  Red  River  Gorge/Natural  Bridge  for  Swainson’s  Warbler 
and  others,  plus  beautiful  spring  wildflowers).  Meet  at  the  rest  area  at  the  Slade  exit  just 
off  Mountain  Parkway  at  9:30  a.m.  (EDT).  Bring  a  lunch.  The  leaders  will  be  Jane  and 
Pat  Bell  (502)  895-7872. 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  24-25  August,  1996  --  Jeff  Wilson  will  lead  our  group  to  the 
Memphis  Tennessee  Water  Works  and  other  places  in  a  search  for  shorebirds.  During  the 
heat  of  the  day  on  Saturday,  we  will  meet  indoors  for  lunch  and  study  the  shorebirds  we 
will  see.  Marilee  Thompson  is  the  organizer.  For  complete  information  send  a  SASE  to 
Marilee  2443  Old  Kentucky  144,  Owensboro,  Kentucky  42303. 
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SEASONAL  REPORT  -  THE  WINTER  SEASON 
1  DECEMBER  1995  to  29  FEBRUARY  1996 

Weather  conditions  during  the  period  can  be  described  as  a  series  of  extremes. 
During  January  the  “Blizzard  of  1996”  covered  the  area  with  up  to  18  inches  of  snow. 
The  first  week  of  February  near  record  lows  (-20°  F.)  occurred,  while  several  areas  of 
the  state  set  or  tied  records  for  the  lowest  maximum  temperature.  This  trend  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  setting  record  highs  (mid  70’s)  on  26  and  27  February.  January  and 
February  precipitation  was  above  normal  in  the  Louisville  area.  The  anticipated 
“invasion”  of  northern  species  was  spotty,  however,  a  few  rarities  helped  make  the 
season  interesting.  Several  unusual  species  of  gulls  and  waterfowl  were  seen  in  west¬ 
ern  Kentucky  and  along  the  Ohio  River. 

Abbreviations  -  BBC  =  Beckham  Bird  Club;  Bel  =  Bellview,  Campbell  County; 
Ber  =  Bemheim  Forest,  Bullitt  County;  BPS  =  Big  Pond  Sanctuary,  Grayson  County; 
BRL  =  Big  Reedy  Lake,  Grayson  County;  Bur  =  Burlington,  Boone  County;  Can  = 
Caneyville  Reservoir,  Grayson  County;  CKWA  =  Central  Kentucky  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  Madison  County;  CP  =  Cherokee  Park,  Louisville,  Jefferson 
County;  CPL  =  City  Park  Lakes,  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  CRL  =  Cave  Run 
Lake,  Rowan  County;  EBPP  =  East  Bend  Power  Plant,  Boone  County;  Falls  =  Falls 
of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  FtB  =  Fort  Boonesboro  State  Park,  Madison 
County;  Fre  =  Frederick’s  Landing,  Campbell  County;  Ghe  =  Ghent,  Boone  County; 
GRL  =  Green  River  Lake,  Taylor  County;  Heb  =  Hebron,  Boone  County;  Hie  =  South 
Hickman  Bottoms,  Fulton  County;  HWMA  =  Homestead  Wildlife  Management  Area, 
Ohio  County;  Isl  =  Island  Lake,  Ohio  County;  LenP  =  Lentz’s  Pond,  Hopkins  Creek 
Jefferson  County;  Lei  =  Leitchfield,  Grayson  County;  Lex  =  Lexington,  Fayette 
County;  Mad  =  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Madisonville, 
Hopkins  County;  MCFH  =  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County;  MCNP  = 
Mammoth  Cave  National  Park,  Edmonson  County;  MD  =  Markland  Dam,  Gallatin 
County;  Mel  =  Meldahl  Dam,  Bracken  County;  Pil  =  Pilots  Knob,  Madison  County: 
Pros  =  Prospect,  Jefferson  County;  Red  =  Red  River  Gorge,  Powell  County;  RRSP  = 
Rough  River  State  Park,  Grayson  County;  Rou  =  Falls  of  Rough,  Grayson  County;  SC 
=  Short  Creek,  Grayson  County;  Ten  =  Ten  Broeck  Subdivision,  Louisville,  Jefferson 
County;  Tow  =  Towhead  Island,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County;  TP  =  Taylor  Park, 
Campbell  County;  War  =  Warsaw,  Gallatin  County;  Wat  =  Watertown  Yacht  Club, 
Campbell  County. 

Pied-billed  Grebe  —  27  on  December  1 6  at  Pew  (JWH);  1 7  on  December  27 
at  Tow  (JB,  PB);  7  on  January  13  at  MD  (LMc);  35  on  January  14  at  Tow  (JB,  PB). 

Horned  Grebe  —  One  at  TP  on  February  3  and  one  on  the  Ohio  River,  Bel,  on 
February  4  (FR). 

White  Pelican  -  One  on  December  27  and  January  14  at  Tow  (JB,  PB). 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  Two  on  January  14  at  Mel  (FR). 

Great  Blue  Heron  —  One  on  December  9  at  Isl  (JP,  MKH);  one  on  December 
16  and  two  on  January  16  at  LPew  (JWH);  two  on  December  27  and  6  on  January  1 3 
at  Falls  (JB,  PB);  one  on  January  29  in  Hart  County  (MS);  15  on  February  8  at  LenP 
(FM);  one  on  February  19  at  Can  (MKH);  normal  numbers,  15  to  35  at  MCFH  dur¬ 
ing  the  season  (FB). 
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Black-crowned  Night-Heron  —  One  on  January  1  at  Tow  (JB.  PB). 

Tundra  Swan  —  One  adult  at  MCFH  on  January  16  (FB,  LK);  one  on  January 
20  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Trumpeter  Swan  —  One  on  January  20  and  29  in  Hart  County  (MS,  SK,  RS). 
This  bird's  band  number  was  traced  to  be  one  from  a  restocking  program  in  Michigan, 
interesting  but  not  “countable”. 

Greater  White-Fronted  Goose  —  Sightings  were  reported  from  across  the 
state.  One  on  December  31  at  MCFH  (AB,  FB);  1  on  January  5  at  MCFH  (FB,  LK); 
1  on  January  17  at  MCFH  (FB);  one  at  MCFH  on  February  23  (FB,  LK). 

Snow  Goose  —  Two  were  present  at  Heb  from  December  6  to  10  (LMc);  one 
immature  (blue  phase)  on  January  20  and  27  in  Hart  County  (MS);  one  on  January  16 
and  17  at  MCFH  (FB,  LK);  1200  (900  white  +  300  blue  morphs)  on  February  22  at 
Hie  (CP). 

Canada  Goose  —  500  at  Isl  on  December  9  and  100  same  area  on  February  18 
(MHK,  JP);  30  to  35  on  January  2  and  1 1  in  Hart  County  (MS);  20+  on  January  15  at 
MCNP  (MS);  2000  on  January  16  at  MCFH,  this  included  the  resident  flock  of  Giant 
Canadas,  however  this  was  above  normal  numbers;  105  on  January  16  at  LPew 
(JWH);  200+  on  February  6  on  Ohio  River  (FM);  800+  at  Hie  on  February  22  (CP). 

Wood  Duck  —  Three  at  Tow  on  December  27  (JB,  PB);  10  on  January  15  at 
MCNP  (MS). 

American  Black  Duck  —  Two  on  December  24  at  Wat  (FR);  one  on  January  1 
at  TP  (FR);  20  on  January  15  at  MCNP  (MS);  17  on  February  19  at  BRL  (MKH,  JP). 

Mallard  —  125  on  December  9  at  Isl  (BPB,  MKH,  JP);  30  on  December  24  at 
Wat  (FR);  50  on  January  15  at  MCNP  (MS);  34  on  January  16  at  LPew  (JWH);  10  on 
February  18  at  Isl  (MKH,  JP);  1000  on  February  22  at  Hie  (CP);  6  (3  pairs)  also  on 
February  22  at  Ten  (AS). 

Northern  Pintail  —  1 1  on  February  22  at  Hie  (CP). 

Northern  Shoveler  —  15  on  February  22  at  Hie  (CP). 

Gadwall  —  1  on  December  9  at  Isl  (BPB);  3  on  January  13  at  Falls  (JB,  PB); 
5  on  January  15  and  1 1  on  January  22  at  CPL  (JWH);  20  on  February  22  at  Hie  (CP); 
5  on  February  23  at  CRL  (FB). 

American  Wigeon  —  1  on  December  9  at  Isl  (BPB);  one  on  December  14  and 
8  on  December  29  with  6  on  January  15  and  12  on  January  22  at  CPL  (JWH);  20  on 
February  22  at  Hie  (CP);  6  on  February  23  at  CRL  (FB). 

Canvasback  —  One  on  December  1 4  and  4  on  January  22  at  CPL,  also  6  at  LPew 
on  December  16  (JWH);  8  on  December  27  and  3  on  January  13  at  the  ORB  with  19 
on  January  13  at  Tow  (JB,  PB);  10  above  MD  on  January  13  (LMc);  105  on  January 
14  at  Mel  (FR);  one  female  on  February  18  at  small  lake  west  of  Isl  (MKH,  JP). 

Redhead  —  17  on  January  15  at  CPL  (JWH). 

Ring-necked  Duck  —  34  on  December  14  at  CPL  (JWH);  12  on  December  27 
at  Tow  (JB.  PB). 

Greater  Scaup  —  Six  on  February'  19  at  BRL  (MKH.  JP). 
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Lesser  Scaup  —  One  to  two  during  most  of  the  season  at  TP  (FR). 

Oldsquaw  —  One  at  TP  on  December  29  and  30  as  well  as  on  January  1 , 2,  and 
3  (FR). 

Surf  Scoter  —  One  immature  on  December  17,  21  and  23  at  Wat  (FR);  one 
at  Tow  on  January  1  (JB,  PB). 

White-Winged  Scoter  —  One  on  December  27  at  Tow  (JB,  PB). 

Common  Goldeneye  —  One  to  two  at  TP  during  most  of  the  season;  86  at  Mel 
on  February  9  (FR). 

Bufflehead  —  8  on  January  13  at  Tow  (JB,  PB);  fairly  widespread  across  the 
area  from  northern  Kentucky  (FR)  to  west  central  Kentucky  (JWH);  normal  numbers 
at  CRL  and  MCFH  (FB). 

FIooded  Merganser  —  7  on  December  19,  3  on  December  27,  and  5  on 
January  13  all  at  Tow  (JB,  PB);  12  to  15  at  MCFH  and  CRL  on  February  22  and  23 
(FB). 

Common  Merganser  —  One  on  January  13  at  Tow  (JB,  PB);  two  on  February 
9  at  MCFH  (FB,  LK);  two  on  February  19  at  BRL  (MKH,  JP);  several  observed 
along  Ohio  River  in  northern  Kentucky  (FR). 

Red-breasted  Merganser  —  One  on  December  1 3  and  one  on  December  23 
at  Tow  (JB,  PB);  a  single  male  on  January  13  at  Mar  (LMc);  also  numerous  obser¬ 
vations  along  Ohio  River  in  northern  Kentucky  with  one  at  TP  most  of  the  season 
(FR). 

Ruddy  Duck  —  8  on  December  16  at  LPew  (JWH). 

Black  Vulture  —  Four  on  December  20  in  eastern  Jefferson  County  (JB,  PB); 
12  on  January  12  at  Lake  Cumberland  Marina  (SK);  4  on  February  24  and  2  on 
February  28  over  eastern  Jefferson  County  (FM);  a  number  again  wintered  at  Ghe 
and  EBPP  (LMc);  60  to  75  during  December  and  January  on  or  near  BPS  (KC). 

Turkey  Vulture  — •  Estimated  400  to  500  during  December  and  January  on  or 
near  BPS,  most  left  during  February  (KC);  50  in  Red  on  February  24  (FW). 

Bald  Eagle  —  One  immature  on  December  9  at  Mel  (FR);  one  adult  on 
December  16  in  northern  Gallatin  County  (LMc);  one  immature  at  MCFH  on 
December  27  (AB,  FB);  1  adult  on  January  16  at  CRL  (FB,  LK);  2  adults  and  2 
immatures  on  February  9  at  MCFH  (FB,  LK);  3  adults  and  3  immatures  at  MCFH  on 
February  16  (FB,  LK);  3  adults  on  February  22  at  Hie  (CP). 

Northern  Harrier  —  One  male  on  January  15  near  Bowling  Green  and  one 
female  in  Barren  County  on  January  15  (MS);  1  male  on  January  16  near  LPew 
(JWH);  1  male  in  a  field  near  Mad  on  January  26  (DH);  1  male  in  Hart  County  on 
January  27  (MS);  35+  on  January  28  during  the  BBC  trip  to  Ohio  County  (KC);  7 
near  Isl  on  February  18  (MKH,  JP);  one  on  February  26  at  CKWA  (WD);  5  on 
February  22  at  Hie  (CP). 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  —  One  on  December  2  at  feeder  in  Bel  (FR);  one  in  Hart 
County  on  December  15,  January  7,  January  26,  and  February  5  (MS);  1  on  January 
6  at  Lex  (WD);  one  on  February  18  at  SC  (JP);  one  on  February  29  at  Lancaster  (WD). 
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Cooper’s  Hawk  —  One  feeding  on  a  European  Starling  near  Walmart. 
Morehead  on  December  26  (FB):  2  on  February  22  at  Hie  (CP). 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  —  One  in  Bullitt  County  on  February  4  (JB,  PB). 

Red-tailed  Hawk  —  Two  immature  Krider’s  Hawks  on  January  28  during  BBC 
trip  in  Ohio  County  (KC);  2  on  February  24  at  Pil  (FR). 

Rough-legged  Hawk  —  Six  (3  dark  phase  and  3  light  phase)  on  December  9  at 
Isl  (BPB.  MKH,  JP);  30  (eight  dark  phase)  were  seen  in  Ohio  County  during  the  BBC 
trip  on  January  28  (KC);  6  (3  light  phase  and  3  dark  phase)  on  February  18  at  Isl  area 
(MKH.  JP). 

Golden  Eagle  —  One  on  February  4  at  Ber  (JB,  PB). 

American  Kestrel  —  1 1  between  Murray  and  Hie  on  February  22  (CP). 

Merlin  —  One  on  December  30  during  the  mid-winter  count  at  HWMA  (HC,  KC). 

Wild  Turkey  —  Five  at  CRL  on  January  13  (FB);  35  on  February  4  at  Ber  (JB. 
PB);  21  on  February  18  near  Western  Kentucky  Parkway.  Ohio  County  (MKH.  JP). 

American  Coot  —  143  on  December  16  at  LPew  and  17  on  January  15  at  CPL 
(JHW ). 

Sandhill  Crane  —  24  on  December  9  at  Greater  Cincinnati  Airport.  Boone 
County  (LMc);  150  on  December  20  from  1-71  &  1-264.  Jefferson  County  (JB,  PB); 
23  on  December  4,  121  on  December  8,  140  on  December  15,  250+  on  February  24, 
27  on  February  25  and  50+  on  February  26  all  in  Hart  County  (MS);  46  over  Lei  on 
February  25  (JP);  100+  on  February  26  over  Pro  (FM);  over  1000  passed  over  Hart 
County  on  February  24  and  25  (SK). 

Killdeer  —  9  on  February  22  at  Hie  (CL);  one  at  RRSP  on  February  23  (JP). 

Common  Snipe  —  6  on  January  6  at  University  of  Kentucky  Farm,  Lex  (WD); 
6  at  BRL  on  February  19  (MKH,  JP);  6  on  February  22  at  Hie  (CP). 

American  Woodcock  —  Six  on  February  1 1  in  BPS  area  (KC);  first  arrived  in 
Boone  County  on  February  24  (LMc);  one  to  three  doing  mating  flight  on  February  25 
to  28,  SC  (JP);  2  displaying  on  February  26  at  Wat,  and  2  on  February  27  at  Fre  (FR). 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  —  20  on  December  9  at  Mel  and  4  at  TP  on  December  18 
(FR);  numbers  at  MCFH  were  below  normal,  only  one  seen  on  December  27  (FB);  6 
on  January  12  at  Lake  Cumberland  Marina  (SK). 

Ring-billed  Gull  —  100  on  December  17  and  50  on  December  20  at  TP  (FR); 
3  on  December  22,  2  on  January  2,  and  1  on  January  3,  all  observations  in  Warren 
County  (MS);  approximately  200  at  MCFH  on  December  27  (FB);  up  to  2500  dur¬ 
ing  the  season  at  Mel  (FR). 

Herring  Gull  —  91  on  December  16  at  LPew  (JWH);  one  on  December  27  at 
MCFH  (FB);  3  at  MCFH  on  January  5  (FB.  LK);  several  individual  sightings 
along  the  Ohio  River  in  northern  Kentucky  (FR). 

Eastern  Screech-Owl  —  One  (red  phase)  on  January  9  in  Hart  County  (MS); 
one  on  February  4  at  Ber  (JB,  PB). 

Great  Horned  Owl  —  Two  on  January  1  in  Hart  County  (MS);  one  on  a  nest 
at  north  end  of  Isl  on  February  18  (MKH,  JP). 
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Short-eared  Owl  —  One  at  TP  and  one  at  Wat,  both  seen  on  January  12  (FR); 
one  in  eastern  Jefferson  County  on  January  13  (JB,  PB);  one  on  February  18  near  Isl 
(MKH,  JP). 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  —  Two  on  December  15  in  fJart  County  (MS);  very 
few  observations  this  season  in  Calloway  and  Fulton  Counties  (CP). 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  —  One  on  January  2  in  Flart  County  and  one  on 
January  15  at  MCNP  (MS);  two  in  Jefferson  County  on  January  13  and  two  at  Ber 
on  February  4  (JB,  PB);  two  all  season  at  BPS  (KC). 

Pileated  Woodpecker  —  Two  on  February  24  at  FtB  (FW). 

Eastern  Phoebe  —  One  on  February  19  at  BRL  (JP);  one  on  February  25  at  CP 
(JB,  PB). 

Horned  Lark  —  25  on  December  20  and  60  on  January  6  in  eastern  Jefferson 
County  (JB,  PB). 

White-breasted  Nuthatch  —  Two  on  February  24  at  FtB  (FR). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  —  One  at  feeder  December  24  near  SC  (JP);  six  on 
January  9  at  Ber  (JB,  PB);  one  on  January  15  at  MCNP  (MS);  a  single  bird  was  pre¬ 
sent  at  a  Bur  feeder  throughout  the  season  (LMc);  one  present  at  a  feeder  near 
Morehead  all  season  (DbH). 

Brown  Creeper  —  One  on  January  15  at  MCNP  (MS);  1  on  January  25  in  Lex 
(WD). 

House  Wren  —  One  on  January  1  at  Ber  (JB,  PB). 

Winter  Wren  —  One  on  January  15  at  MCNP  (MS);  one  on  Lebruary  18  at  Ber 
(JB,  PB). 

Few  reports  of  Kinglets  during  the  season. 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet  —  One  on  January  1  at  Southgate  Cemetery, 
Campbell  County  (FR). 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  —  One  on  December  1 1  at  Bel  (FR);  one  on 
December  2  at  GRL  (JB,  PB). 

American  Robin  —  A  few  remained  all  season  at  Ten  but  25  were  seen  on 
January  29  with  50  on  January  31  and  February  19.  (AS). 

Hermit  Thrush  —  One  on  December  30  at  HWMA  and  one  same  date  at  BPS 
(KC);  one  on  January  15  at  MCNP  (MS);  one  at  Ber  on  February  18  (JB,  PB). 

Brown  Thrasher  —  One  at  feeder  from  mid-January  to  mid-February  at  Pro 
(FM);  one  at  feeder  on  ten  occasions  during  mid-January  and  mid-February  at  Ten 
(AS);  one  on  February  14  at  BPS  (KC). 

Cedar  Waxwing  —  250  on  January  9  at  Ber  (JB,  PB);  25  to  30  at  BPS  during 
December  and  January  (KC). 

Loggerhead  Shrike  —  One  in  Grayson  County  on  December  10  and  14  (JP); 
one  on  January  1  and  January  29  in  Hart  County  (MS);  3  on  January  28  in  Ohio 
County  during  BBC  trip  (KC). 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  —  Two  on  Lebruary  4  at  Ber  (JB.  PB);  six  to  eight 
birds  during  the  season  at  BPS  (KC);  2  at  LtB  on  February  24  (FR). 
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Pine  Warbler  —  Three  (2  males,  1  female)  on  February  1 1  at  BPS  (KC);  one 
at  suet  feeder  on  February  20  at  Mad  (JWH). 

Northern  Cardinal  —  Total  of  46  on  February  2  at  feeder  in  Mad  (JWH). 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  —  One  male  on  February  23  at  Ten  (AS). 

American  Tree  Sparrow  —  One  on  January  4  at  feeder  in  Mad  (JWH);  present 
in  good  numbers  (48)  on  the  War  CBC  on  December  16  and  104  December  30  dur¬ 
ing  the  Bur  CBC  (LMc);  25  on  December  20  near  the  Oldham/Jefferson  County  line 
(JB,  PB). 

Song  Sparrow  —  Lower  numbers  this  winter,  only  one  to  two  were  at  feeder  in 
Ten  (AS). 

Swamp  Sparrow  —  1  on  December  30  for  the  Rou  mid-winter  count  (JP). 

Fox  Sparrow  —  One  in  Bullitt  County  on  February  4  ( JB,  PB );  one  on  February 
28  and  29  at  feeder  in  Mad  (JH);  one  all  season  at  BPS  (KC). 

White-throated  Sparrow  —  15+  birds  during  the  season  at  BPS  (KC);  fewer  | 
in  number  this  season  at  Ten  (AS). 

White-crowned  Sparrow  —  One  present  all  season  at  BPS  (KC). 

Dark-eyed  Junco  —  Fewer  in  number  this  season  in  Ten  (AS);  133  on 
December  30  for  the  Rou  mid-winter  bird  count  (JP);  numbers  were  above  normal  in 
the  CRL  area  (FB). 

Lapland  Longspur  —  One  on  December  24  and  three  on  January  6  in  eastern 
Jefferson  County  (JB,  PB). 

Snow  Bunting  —  Only  one  reported  on  January  6  in  eastern  Jefferson  County 
(JB,  PB). 

Eastern  Meadowlark  —  8  on  December  9  in  eastern  Jefferson  County  (JB,  PB). 

Brewer’s  Blackbird  —  10  to  15  on  February  23  and  25  at  Pro  (FM). 

House  Finch  —  Numbers  were  below  normal  at  Ten  during  the  season  (AS). 

Purple  Finch  —  8  present  at  BPS  all  season  (KC);  about  20  at  feeder  in  Han 
during  the  season  (BW);  4  at  feeder  on  February  3  SC  (JP);  30  in  Bullitt  County  on 
February  4  (JB,  PB);  no  observations  reported  from  the  CRL  area  (FB). 

Pine  Siskin  —  Four  on  December  7  at  feeder  in  Bel  (FR);  one  on  January  1  and 
3  on  February  4  at  Ber  (JB,  PB);  birds  present  in  small  numbers  at  Bur  feeders  (LMc). 

Evening  Grosbeak  —  A  flock,  started  with  3  birds  had  increased  to  75  by 
January  21  then  declined  to  25  birds  by  the  end  of  February  at  feeder  in 
Munfordville  (SK);  20+  on  January  21  at  feeder  in  Han  (BW);  one  on  February 
23  at  feeder  in  SC  (JP);  flock  of  8  to  10  at  feeder  near  Morehead  (ASu). 

OBSERVATIONS  SUBMITTED  FOR  REVIEW  BY  THE  KENTUCKY 
RECORDS  COMMITTEE. 

Red-necked  Grebe  —  One  on  the  Ohio  River  above  Markland  Dam,  Gallatin 
County  on  December  16  observed  during  the  Warsaw  CBC  by  Lee  McNeely. 

Thayer’s  Gull  —  One  at  Markland  Dam,  Gallatin  County  on  December  16 
submitted  by  Lee  McNeely. 

Black-legged  Kittiwake  —  One  observed  at  Markland  Dam,  Gallatin  County 
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on  December  1 6  by  Lee  McNeely ;  also  observed  on  December  24  by  Jane  and  Pat  Bell. 

Swainson’s  Thrush  —  One  recorded  on  the  Beckham  Bird  Club’s  CBC 
(observed  by  Fred  Mansmith  and  Win  Achars  on  December  17). 

Ovenbird  —  One  wintered  near  Covington,  Kenton  County.  Photographed  by 
Sherry  Carran. 

Contributors  -  Jane  Bell  (JB),  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  Herbert  Clay 
(HC),  Kathryn  Clay  (KC),  Darrel  Hancock  (DH),  James  W.  Hancock  (JWH),  Mary 
K.  Harrel  (MKH),  Debbie  Howes  (DbH),  Steve  Kistler  (SK),  Fred  Mansmith  (FM), 
Lee  McNeely  (LMc),  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (BPB),  Clell  Peterson  (CP),  Joyce 
Porter  (JP),  Frank  Renfrow  (FR),  Anne  Stamm  (AS),  Mitchell  Sturgeon  (MS), 
Randell  Sullivan  (RS),  A1  Surmont  (ASu),  Bonnie  West  (BW). 

—  UPO  1352,  Morehead  State  University,  Morehead,  KY  40351. 


THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
SPRING  MEETING 
April  26-28, 1996 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  held  its  spring  meeting  at  Lake  Malone 
State  Park  April  26-28,  1996.  President  Wayne  Mason  presided  at  the  Friday  evening 
program.  Dr.  Wendell  Kingsolver  welcomed  newcomers  to  the  KOS  meeting. 

Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  showed  slides  of  gulls  he  had  taken  this  past  winter  at 
the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville.  The  pictures  included  the  Common  Black-headed 
Gull,  Bonaparte's  Gull,  Black-legged  Kittiwake,  California  Gull,  Ivory  Gull, 
Trumpeter  Swan  (in  Munfordville),  and  a  Tundra  Swan. 

Lee  McNeely  spoke  about  the  North  American  migration  counts  to  be  conduct¬ 
ed  on  the  second  Saturday  in  May.  He  then  showed  slides  of  his  trip  to  Whitefish 
Point,  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan.  Birds  he  saw  included  Loons,  White-winged 
Scoters,  and  Ruddy  Turnstones.  In  the  evening,  migrant  hawks  and  owls  were  seen 
along  side  roads. 

Ginny  Kingsolver  showed  her  slides  of  Corkscrew  Swamp,  Florida.  It  is  an 
1 1,000  acre  refuge  containing  Cyprus,  Virginia  woods,  and  Wood  Storks.  She  talked 
about  the  restoration  of  the  boardwalk  and  showed  pictures  of  ibis,  alligators,  storks, 
and  night-herons. 

Following  this  interesting  meeting,  Wayne  Mason  announced  the  Saturday 
morning  field  trips  to  the  Lake  Malone  area  and  to  the  Peabody  Coal  Mine  area.  The 
weather  turned  out  to  be  cool  and  clear. 

The  John  Cheek  collection  of  books  were  made  available  for  viewing  and  pur¬ 
chase  at  the  end  of  the  meeting.  A  social  hour  followed  the  meeting. 

Angie  Machniak  presented  the  Saturday  evening  program  on  her  Long-eared 
Owl  research  at  Eastern  Kentucky  University.  She  shared  her  findings  of  the  diet  of 
Short-  and  Long-eared  owls  (primarily  prairie  voles). 

The  field  trips  Sunday  morning  were  to  the  picnic  area  of  the  park  and  to  the 
Peabody  coal  field  of  Muhlenburg  and  Ohio  counties.  Sunday’s  weather  was  overcast 
with  periodic  rain.  A  total  of  1 17  species  was  observed  during  the  field  trips. 

The  fall  meeting  will  be  held  at  Ken-Lake  Resort  Park,  October  4-6,  1996. 
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ATTENDANCE  AT  THE  FALL  MEETING 

BEREA:  Art  Ricketts  and  Tina  Ricketts 

BOWLING  GREEN:  Lester  Doyle,  Blaine  Ferrell,  Elizabeth  Ferrell,  Priscilla 
Ferrell,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Don  Freeman,  Wayne  Mason,  David  Roemer,  Alice 
Rowe,  Marvin  Russell,  and  Nancy  Russell 
BROWDER:  Preston  Forsythe  and  Shari  Forsythe 
BURLINGTON:  Lee  McNeely 
CADIZ:  Millard  Gray 

CARLISLE:  Ginny  Kingsolver  and  Wendell  Kingsolver 

DANVILLE:  Ginny  Eklund  and  Neil  Eklund 

ELIZABETHTOWN:  Theresa  Smith  and  Tony  Smith 

FALLS  OF  ROUGH:  Herbert  Clay,  Kathryn  Clay,  and  Joyce  Porter 

GILBERTSVILLE:  Rowena  Cary 

LEXINGTON:  Gerry  Williams,  Jim  Williams 

LOUISVILLE:  Angie  Machniak,  Doxie  Noonan,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball.  Jr.,  Kay 
Parker,  Anne  Stamm 
MOREHEAD:  Fred  Busroe 

MORGANTOWN:  Carroll  Tichenor  and  Doris  Tichenor 

OWENSBORO:  Margaret  Craig,  Nina  O' Hearn,  Lewis  M.  Kay,  Marilee 
Thompson,  Wendell  Thompson,  and  Bill  Tyler 
PADUCAH:  Bernice  (Mrs.  Damon)  Caddell 
RUSSELLVILLE:  Andrea  Bennett  and  Mark  Bennett 
STANLEY:  Anna  Lee  Stevenson  and  Tom  Stevenson 
DYERSBURG,  TN:  Betty  Leggett  and  Ken  Leggett 


BIRDS  OBSERVED  AT  THE  FALL  MEETING,  1995 

Birds  observed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  field  trips  at  Lake  Malone  State  Park  and 
Peabody  Coal  Company  lands  in  Muhlenburg  County  were  Pied-billed  Grebe, 
Double-crested  Cormorant,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Great  Egret,  Green-backed  Heron, 
Canada  Goose,  Wood  Duck,  Mallard,  Blue-winged  Teal,  Black  Vulture,  Turkey 
Vulture,  Northern  Harrier,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Red-tailed 
Hawk,  American  Kestrel.  Wild  Turkey,  Northern  Bobwhite,  Sora,  American  Coot. 
Semipalmated  Plover,  Killdeer,  Solitary  Sandpiper,  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Least 
Sandpiper,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Barred  Owl,  Whip-poor-will,  Chimney 
Swift.  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird.  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-headed  Woodpecker, 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy 
Woodpecker.  Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Eastern  Wood-Pewee, 
Eastern  Phoebe,  Great-crested  Flycatcher.  Eastern  Kingbird,  Homed  Lark,  Purple 
Martin,  Tree  Swallow.  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow,  Bank  Swallow,  Cliff 
Swallow.  Blue  Jay.  American  Crow.  Carolina  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  White¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch,  Carolina  Wren.  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  Blue-gray 
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Gnatcatcher,  Eastern  Bluebird,  Veery,  Swainson’s  Thrush,  Wood  Thrush, 
American  Robin,  Gray  Catbird,  Northern  Mockingbird,  Brown  Thrasher, 
European  Starling,  White-eyed  Vireo,  Yellow-throated  Vireo,  Warbling  Vireo, 
Red-eyed  Vireo,  Blue-winged  Warbler,  Tennessee  Warbler,  Nashville  Warbler, 
Northern  Parula,  Yellow  Warbler,  Cape  May  Warbler,  Yellow-rumped  Warbler, 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  Pine  Warbler,  Prairie 
Warbler,  Palm  Warbler,  Prothonotary  Warbler,  Ovenbird,  Northern  Waterthrush, 
Louisiana  Waterthrush,  Kentucky  Warbler,  Common  Yellowthroat,  Hooded 
Warbler,  Yellow-breasted  Chat,  Summer  Tanager,  Scarlet  Tanager,  Northern 
Cardinal,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Blue  Grosbeak,  Indigo  Bunting,  Rufous-sided 
Towhee,  Chipping  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow,  Grasshopper  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow, 
Swamp  Sparrow,  White-throated  Sparrow,  White-crowned  Sparrow,  Red-winged 
Blackbird,  Eastern  Meadowlark,  Rusty  Blackbird,  Common  Grackle,  Brown¬ 
headed  Cowbird,  Orchard  Oriole,  Northern  (Baltimore)  Oriole,  Purple  Finch, 
House  Finch,  American  Goldfinch,  and  House  Sparrow  for  a  total  of  1 17  species. 


FIELD  NOTE 

A  Unique  Nest  Site  for  Bam  Owls 

While  conducting  field  work  for  the  Kentucky  State  Nature  Preserves 
Commission  during  the  summer  of  1994, 1  found  a  unique  nest  of  a  Bam  Owl  (Tyto 
alba).  I  was  searching  for  a  cave  entrance  along  the  Barren  River,  about  two  miles 
east  of  Holland,  Allen  County  on  July  9,  1994.  While  investigating  a  rockhouse  in  a 
limestone  cliff  line,  I  flushed  a  single  Bam  Owl  that  was  roosting  on  a  ledge  near  the 
ceiling  of  this  large,  cave-like  room.  On  the  floor  of  the  rockhouse  were  numerous 
droppings,  pellets,  and  feathers,  indicating  that  the  site  was  used  regularly.  I  visited 
this  site  again  on  July  12,  1994,  and  upon  entering  the  rockhouse,  the  Bam  Owl 
flushed  again.  This  time  it  flew  to  a  ledge  in  the  back  of  the  room,  and  alighted  for  a 
moment  before  flying  out  the  entrance  and  across  the  river.  The  action  of  the  bird 
landing  at  the  back  of  the  rockhouse  caused  at  least  one  or  two  additional  birds  to  call 
from  another  location  within  the  room.  The  hissing  calls  were  unmistakably  begging 
calls  of  young,  but  despite  my  best  attempts  to  locate  their  source,  I  was  unable  to 
find  them.  There  were  several  inaccessible  ledges  along  and  near  the  ceiling  of  this 
large  room  that  was  at  least  20  feet  tall  and  irregularly  10-30  feet  in  diameter.  The 
adult  bird's  landing  in  the  back  of  the  rockhouse  apparently  fooled  the  young  into 
thinking  they  were  about  to  be  fed,  causing  them  to  give  their  begging  calls. 

This  observation  apparently  represents  the  first  report  of  Bam  Owls  using  open¬ 
ings  in  cliff  lines  for  nesting  in  Kentucky.  Harrison  (1975)  notes  the  use  of  abandoned 
mine  shafts  for  nesting,  and  Marti  (1992)  includes  cliffs,  rock  outcrops,  and  caves 
among  natural  nest  sites.  Mengel  (1965)  noted  few  details  concerning  nest  sites  in 
Kentucky,  and  all  references  to  the  use  of  natural  sites  that  I  could  find  in  the  litera¬ 
ture  for  Kentucky  involved  tree  cavities. 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird 
sightings  from  around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 

K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avian  Research  Grant 
Fund.  Persons  that  need  money  (i.e.,  up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting 
research  on  birds  in  Kentucky  should  contact  the  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.  Avian  Research 
Grant  Fund  Committee  c/o  Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky 
University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky  42101  for  a  set  of  guidelines  and  an  applica¬ 
tion  form.  Three  grants  have  recently  been  funded. 

K.O.S.  Field  Trip 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  24-25  August,  1996  Jeff  Wilson  will  lead  our  group  to  the 
Memphis  Tennessee  Water  Works  and  other  places  in  a  search  for  shorebirds.  During 
the  heat  of  the  day  on  Saturday,  we  will  meet  indoors  for  lunch  and  study  the  shore- 
birds  we  will  see.  Marilee  Thompson  is  the  organizer.  For  complete  information  send 
a  SASE  to  Marilee  2443  Old  Kentucky  144,  Owensboro,  Kentucky  42303. 

Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee 

Rare  bird  sightings  should  be  well  documented  and  the  documentation  should 
be  sent  to  Lee  McNeely,  Secretary  of  the  KBRC,  for  consideration  by  the  committee. 
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THE  COVER 

Thanks  go  to  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  for  this  photograph  of  a  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel,  Oceanodroma  castro  (See  Field  Note). 


1996 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


51 


THE  SPRING  SEASON  - 1996 

Fred  M.  Busroe 

The  spring  season  was  very  wet  with  some  areas  of  the  state  having  well 
above  average  rainfall.  Temperatures  were  on  the  cool  side  with  snow  fall  in  some 
areas  on  April  6th  and  9th.  Freezing  temperatures  were  recorded  during  the  second 
week  of  May.  Several  strong  storms  moved  through  the  state  with  Bullitt  and 
Anderson  counties  having  tornadoes  on  May  29th. 

Migrant  species  movement  was  fair.  The  weather  fronts  would  cause  a 
buildup  of  birds  in  some  areas  while  other  areas  would  be  deficient.  Several 
unusual  species  were  reported  from  western  Kentucky.  There  were  widespread 
reports  of  larger  than  normal  numbers  of  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks. 

Abbreviations  -  AJP  =  A.  J.  Jolly  Park.  Campbell  County;  BWMA  =  Ballard 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  Ballard  County;  BarD  =  Barkley  Dam,  Lyon  County; 
Ber  =  Bemheim  Forest,  Bullitt  County;  Bel  =  Bellevue,  Campbell  County;  BBSP 
=  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Boone  County;  Bsf  =  Big  South  Fork  National 
Recreation  Area,  McCreary  County;  BBW  =  Bowling  Boulevard  Wetlands, 
Jefferson  County;  BNP  =  Beargrass  Nature  Preserve,  Jefferson  County;  Cad  = 
Cadiz,  Trigg  County;  CEL  =  Camp  Ernst  Lake,  Boone  County;  Chan  =  Chaney 
Lake,  Warren  County;  CL#1  =  City  Lake  #  1,  Madisonville,  Flopkins  County; 
CL#4  =  City  Lake  #4,  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  Doz  =  Dozier  Lake, 
Hopkins  County;  EBP  =  East  Bend  Power  Plant,  Boone  County;  Elk  =  Elk  Creek, 
Hopkins  County;  FL  =  Frederick’s  Landing,  Campbell  County;  GPP  =  Ghent 
Power  Plant,  Carrol  County;  Har  =  Hart  County;  Han  -  Hanson,  Hopkins  County; 
Hie  =  Hickman,  Fulton  County;  JC  =  Jonathan  Creek,  Marshall  County;  Ken  = 
Kentucky  Lake,  Marshall  County;  KD  =  Kentucky  Dam,  Marshall  County;  LBL 
=  Land  Between  the  Lakes;  Lau  =  Laurel  Lake,  Laurel  County;  Len  =  Lentz’s 
Pond,  Jefferson  County;  LC  =  Lick  Creek,  Boone  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee, 
Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  LWB  =  Louisville  Water  Company  Basins, 
Jefferson  County;  Mad  =  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  Mark  =  Markland  Dam, 
Gallatin  County;  McEl  -  McElroy  Lake,  Warren  County;  MCFH  =  Minor  Clark 
Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan  County;  MCNP  =  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park, 
Edmonson  County;  Mel  =  Meldahl  Dam,  Bracken  County;  Muh  =  Muhlenberg 
County;  OLL  =  Outer  Loop  Landfill,  Jefferson  County;  Pet  =  Petersburg,  Boone 
County;  Pie  =  Pleasant  Hill,  Mercer  County;  RRG  =  Red  River  Gorge,  Powell 
County;  Rab  =  Rabbit  Hash,  Boone  County;  RRNC  =  Raven  Run  Nature  Center, 
Fayette  County;  Sil  =  Silver  Grove,  Campbell  County;  Sle  =  Sledd  Creek 
Embayment,  Kentucky  Lake,  Marshall  County;  Slou  =  Slough  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  Henderson  County;  Tay  =  Taylor  Park,  Campbell  County;  Ten 
=  Ten  Broeck  Subdivision,  Louisville;  UK  =  University  of  Kentucky  Farm, 
Fayette  County;  WYC  =  Watertown  Yacht  Club,  Campbell  County. 

Common  Loon  —  One  on  6  April  at  CEL  (LMc):  one  on  17  May  at  KD  (CP) 
and  one  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Pied-billed  Grebe  —  Two  on  3  March  at  WYC  (FR);  3  on  12  march  at  LPew 
(JWH);  10  on  22  March  at  LBL  (CP);  4  on  24  March  at  AJP  (FR);  one  to  two  in 
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Har  from  21  to  27  March  (MS):  4  on  27  March  at  CL#4  (JWH);  3  on  10  April  at 
CL#1  (JWH);  one  at  MCNP  on  12  April  (MS);  8  at  MCFH  on  14  April  (FB);  one 
on  5  May  at  LWB  (JB,  PB). 

Horned  Grebe  —  One  on  23  March  and  a  rather  late  date  of  10  May  at  GPP 
(LMc);  one  on  24  March  at  AJP  (FR);  one  on  29  March  in  central  Logan  County 
(MB). 

White  Pelican  -  9  on  16  March  at  JC  (HC,  CP). 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  Three  on  16  March  at  JC  (HC);  one  on  25 
March  at  WYC  (FR);  17  at  Lake  Camico.  Nicholas  County  (VK,  WK);  4  on  7 
May  at  Lau  (LP,  StS);  one  at  KD  on  17  May  (CP). 

American  Bittern  —  One  at  EBP  on  23  March  (LMc). 

Great  Blue  Heron  —  Two  on  12  March  at  LPew  (JWH);  6  on  16  March  at 
Jon  (HC);  4  on  22  March  on  Ken  (CP);  8  on  23  March  at  MCNP  (JB,  PB);  one  in 
Hart  on  26  April  and  25  May  (MS);  Numerous  birds  and  at  least  6  active  nests 
were  seen  near  Cad  on  29  April  (WG);  12  on  4  May  near  Hie  (HC);  5+  on  7  May 
at  Lau  (LP,  BS,  StS);  14  on  11  May  in  Calloway  County  (CP,  SS)  18  on  25  May 
at  KD  (CP);  8  on  23  May  at  KD  (MM);  18  on  25  May  at  LBL  (HC);  2  on  30  May 
at  Elk  (JWH). 

Snowy  Egret  —  One  on  17  May  at  MCFH  (FB);  one  on  25  May  at  KD 
(HC). 

Little  Blue  Heron  —  One  on  18  March  at  BWMA  (MB);  three  on  4  May 
near  Hie  (CP). 

Great  Egret  —  Two  on  6  April  at  LC  (LMc);  3  on  8  April  over  central 
Logan  County;  1 1  on  KOS  field  trip  to  Slou  on  20  April  (MB);  two  on  13  April  at 
Sle  (MM);  28  on  4  May  near  Hie  (HC);  14  on  17  May  near  BarD  (CP);  45  on  25 
May  in  Fulton  County  (JB,  PB). 

Cattle  Egret  —  30+  on  27  April  Cumberland  River  Bridge,  US  60,  Lyon 
County  (WG);  one  on  a  Pet  farm  pond  from  28  April  to  4  May  (LMc);  51  on  4 
May  near  Hie  (HC);  12  on  23  May  near  BarD  (CP). 

Green  Heron  —  2  on  28  April  at  BBW  (JB,  PB);  2  on  18  May  in  RRG  (PB, 
JB);  normal  numbers  at  MCFH  during  the  season  (FB). 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron  —  One  at  Mosley’s  Pond,  Logan  County  on 
14  April  (MB);  one  on  1 1  May  at  the  Pet  gravel  pit  (LMc);  8  at  BarD  on  25  May 
(JB,  PB);  12  also  at  BarD,  25  May  (HC). 

Greater  White-Fronted  Goose  —  One  on  14  April  at  MCFH  (FB);  40+ 
on  2  March  near  Hie  (CP). 

Snow  Goose  —  1 1  (7  white  phase  +  4  blue  phase)  on  2  March  near  Hie  (CP). 

Canada  Goose  —  220  on  2  March  at  Hie  (CP);  2  on  27  March  at  CL#4 
(JWH);  7  young  on  23  April  in  Ten  (AS). 

Wood  Duck  —  18  (9  pairs)  on  4  May  near  Hie  (CP);  50+  at  Chan  on  23 
March  (MB);  4  on  23  March  at  MCNP  (JB,  PB);  10  on  25  May  in  Fulton  County 
(JB,  PB). 
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Green- winged  Teal  —  100+  on  2  March  at  Hie  (CP);  6  on  16  March  at  Pet 
(LMc);  75-100  at  Chan  on  23  March  (MB);  two  on  28  April  at  BBW  (JB,  PB). 

Mallard  —  200+  on  2  March  at  Hie  (CP);  50  on  9  March  and  30  on  10 
March  at  WYC  (FR);  103  on  16  March  at  JC  (HC);  female  on  nest  with  10  eggs 
on  30  April  at  LPew  (JWH). 

Northern  Pintail  —  21  on  2  March  at  Hie  (CP). 

Blue-winged  Teal  —  At  several  locations  but  a  high  of  30  at  Pet  on  6  April 
(LMc);  79  on  17  April  at  Hie  (CP);  4  on  19  April  at  LPew  (JWH);  50+  on  23  April 
at  McEl  (MS);  7  on  4  May  at  Hie  (HC);  4  at  Len  on  5  May  (JB,  PB);  scattered 
observations  in  Campbell  County  (FR). 

Northern  Shoveler  —  16  on  2  March  at  Jon  (CP);  22  on  3  March  at  Hie 
(CP);  3  on  16  March  at  Pet  (LMc);  8  on  22  March  at  Honker  Lake,  LBL  (CP);  8 
on  23  March  at  OLL  (JB,  PB);  70  on  17  April  near  Hie  (CP);  30+  on  23  April  at 
McEL  (MS);  4  on  30  April  at  LPew  (JWH). 

Gadwall  —  40  on  2  March  near  Hie  (CP). 

American  Wigeon  —  100+  on  2  March  near  Hie  (CP);  6  on  4  March  at 
LPew  (JWH);  2  on  10  April  at  Doz  (JWH);  60  on  17  April  at  Hie  (CP);  one  on  28 
April  at  Pet  (LMc). 

Canvasback  —  10  on  4  March  at  LPew  (JWH);  6  on  10  March  at  CEL 
(LMc);  2  on  14  March  at  Doz  (JWH);  30+  on  16  March  at  Jon  (CP). 

Redhead  —  30  on  14  March  at  Doz  (JWH);  20+  on  16  March  at  Jon  (CP). 

Ring-necked  Duck  —  One  male  on  14  March  at  Doz  (JWH);  74  on  22 
March  at  LBL  (CP);  50  on  26  March  at  WYC  (FR);  3  to  6  lingered  in  Boone 
County  until  1 1  May  (LMc). 

Greater  Scaup  —  14  on  23  March  on  Ohio  River  near  Mark  (LMc). 

Lesser  Scaup  —  100  at  Lake  Camico,  Nicholas  County  on  1 1  March  (VK, 
WK);  20  on  26  March  and  32  on  27  March  at  WYC  (FR);  one  was  present  on  7 
May  at  CEL  (LMc);  one  on  5  May  at  ORB  (JB,  PB). 

Common  Goldeneye  —  4  on  2  March  at  Hie  (CP). 

Bufflehead  —  8  on  22  March  at  Hie  (CP);  normal  numbers  at  MCFH  dur¬ 
ing  season  (FB). 

Hooded  Merganser  —  4  on  22  March  and  4  on  4  May  near  Hie  (CP);  9  on 
6  April  at  Pet  (LMc);  5  on  25  May  in  Fulton  County  (JB,  PB). 

Common  Merganser  —  4  on  16  March  at  Rab  (LMc);  20  on  23  March  at 
Steele’s  Bottom,  Gallatin  County  (LMc);  two  on  4  May  near  Hie  (CP). 

Red-breasted  Merganser  —  Eight  on  17  April  at  Mel  (FR). 

Ruddy  Duck  —  2  on  4,  11,  12  March  at  LPew  (JWH);  150  on  16  March  at 
Jon  (CP);  11  on  29  March  at  LPew  (JWH);  2  on  13  April  near  Union,  Boone 
County  and  3  from  late  April  to  3  May  at  CEL  (LMc);  one  on  19  April  at  CL#1 
(JWH). 
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Black  Vulture —  10  at  MCFH  on  19  April  (FB);  8  on  25  May  at  BarD  (CP). 
Turkey  Vulture  —  1 1  on  22  March  in  LBL  (CP). 

Osprey  —  Six  on  14  April  and  5  on  19  April  at  MCFH  (FB);  2  on  27  April 
at  LBL  (JB,  PB);  one  on  28  April  at  Pet  and  one  at  Hebron,  Boone  County  (LMc); 
Two  active  nests  on  17  May  in  LBL  (CP). 

Mississippi  Kite  —  Two  on  4  May  near  Hie  (CP);  3  on  25  May  in  Fulton 
County  (JB,  PB). 

Bald  Eagle  —  Nesting  pair  on  2  March  near  Hie  (CP);  one  immature  on  2 
March  on  the  Ohio  River  at  BBSP  (LMc);  an  immature  at  BWMA  on  18  March 
(MB);  one  on  27  April  in  LBL  and  two  in  Fulton  County  on  25  May  (JB,  PB). 

Northern  Harrier  —  One  on  23  March  at  OLL  (JB,  PB);  one  male  on  23 
March  in  Har  (MS). 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  —  One  on  30  March  in  Mercer  County  (WD);  one  on 

22  April  in  Barren  County  and  2  on  26  April  in  Har  (MS). 

Cooper’s  Hawk  —  One  2  March  at  Hie  (CP);  one  at  feeder  on  3  March  in 
Mad  (JWH);  one  on  9  March  in  Logan  County  (MB);  one  on  17  March  at  FL  (FR); 
one  on  31  March  at  RRNC  (JB,  PB). 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  —  Two  on  21  April  at  MCNP  (JB,  PB). 

Broad- winged  Hawk  —  Two  on  10  April  in  southwestern  Laurel  County; 
two  on  21  April  at  MCNP  (JB,  PB);  one  on  15  May  in  Har  (MS). 

Red-tailed  Hawk  —  7  on  2  March  in  Fulton  County  (CP);  two  on  17  March 
at  FL  (FR). 

Rough-legged  Hawk  —  One  on  17  April  near  Hie  (CP). 

American  Kestrel  —  16  on  2  March  in  Fulton  County  (CP). 

Virginia  Rail  —  Two  at  Slou  on  KOS  Field  trip  on  20  April  (MB);  one  on 

23  April  in  a  marsh  area  at  Sil  (FR). 

Sora  —  Fifty  to  sixty  at  Slou  on  20  April  during  KOS  field  trip  (MB);  one 
seen  on  23rd,  24th,  26th  and  27th  April  in  marsh  area  at  Sil  (FR). 

American  Coot  —  LPew  had  the  following  numbers  -  77  on  12  March,  218 
on  29  March,  198  on  2  April,  162  on  19  April,  98  on  30  April  and  24  on  10  May 
(JWH);  300+ on  23  April  at  McEl  (MS). 

Purple  Gallinule  —  One  was  observed  near  the  Department  of  Highways 
office  in  Jackson,  Breathitt  County  from  12  April  to  9  May  (BC,  KB). 
(Documentation  and  photograph  has  been  submitted). 

Common  Moorhen  —  One  seen  during  KOS  field  trip  to  Slou  on  20  April 
(MB). 

Sandhill  Crane  —  85  on  4  March  and  43  on  7  March  in  Har  (MS);  94  at 
McEl  on  23  March  (MB). 

Black-bellied  Plover  —  Two  on  30  April  at  McEl  (MB);  4  on  1 1  May  in  a 
flooded  field  in  western  Boone  County  (LMC);  11  on  17  May  in  a  flooded  field 
near  MCFH  (FB). 
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Lesser  Golden-Plover  —  100+  at  McEl  on  27  March  (MB). 

Semipalmated  Plover  —  Twenty  at  McEl  on  2  May  (MB);  1 1  at  MCFH  on  17 
May  (FB);  four  on  19  May  at  OLL  (JB,  PB). 

Kn  .LDF.ER  —  12  on  16  March  at  Jon,  species  more  scattered  this  year  due  to  high 
water  levels  (CP). 

Greater  Yellowlegs  —  Ten  on  27  March  at  McEl  (MB);  37  on  17  April  near 
Hie  (CP);  6  at  McEl  on  23  April  (MS);  3  on  28  April  at  BBW  (JB,  PB). 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  —  Three  at  Swan  Lake,  Ballard  County  on  18  March  (MB); 
73  on  17  April  at  Hie  (CP);  2  on  27  April  at  LBL;  3  on  28  April  at  BBW  (JB,  PB). 

Solitary  Sandpiper  —  Two  on  17  April  at  Hie  (CP);  4  on  28  April  at  BBW  (JB, 

PB). 

Willet  —  One  at  McEl  on  23  April  (MB). 

Spotted  Sandpiper  —  Four  on  1 1  May  in  Calloway  County  (CP,  Sh,  TS);  2  on 
16  May  at  UK  (WD);  single  observations  on  several  occasions  in  Campbell  County 
(FR). 

Upland  Sandpiper  —  One  on  14  April  at  McEl  (MB). 

White-rumped  Sandpiper  —  One  on  17  May  at  MCFH  (PB). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  — One  on  28  April  at  BBW  (JB,  PB). 

Dunlin  —  Four  on  4  May  at  Hie  (CP);  4  on  1 1  May  in  flooded  field  in  western 
Boone  County  (LMc). 

Common  Snipe  —  Two  on  12  March  at  LPew  (JWH);  one  on  12  March  at  WYC 
(FR);  three  on  4  May  at  Hie  (CP). 

Willet  —  Two  on  23  May  below  KD  (MM). 

Short-billed  Dowitcher  —  Eight  at  McEl  on  2  May  (MB);  10  on  4  May  and 
one  on  19  May  at  OLL  (JB,  PB). 

Laughing  Gull  —  One  on  23  May  below  KD  -  documentation  submitted  (MM). 

Franklin’s  Gull  —  One  on  23  May  at  KD  (MM). 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  —  4  on  25  March  at  WYC  (FR);  15  on  6  April  at  Rab  (LMc); 
two  in  Logan  County  on  10  April  (MB);  one  on  10  April  and  2  on  1 1  April  at  Tay  (FR); 
6  on  17  April  at  Mel  (FR);  15  on  27  April  at  Ken  (JB,  PB);  15  in  flooded  field  near 
MCFH  on  17  May  (FB);  three  at  Jon  on  28  May  (HC). 

Ring-billed  Gull  —  600  on  9  March  and  100  on  10  March  at  WYC  (FR);  seven 
on  23  April  at  McEl  (MS);  250  on  17  May  at  KD  (CP);  75+  in  flooded  field  near  MCFH 
on  17  May  (FB);  100+  and  30+  on  23  May  below  KD  (CP). 

Caspian  Tern  —  One  on  13  April  at  Sle  (MM);  2  on  28  April  at  Craig’s  Creek, 
Gallatin  County  (LMc);  10  on  17  May  at  KD  (CP);  3  on  23  May  below  KD  (MM). 

Forster’s  Tern  —  1  to  15  birds  from  13  April  to  2  May  at  Sle  (MM);  2  on  23 
April,  4  on  29  April  and  22  on  3  May  at  WYC  (FR);  4  on  17  May  at  KD  (CP);  2  on  23 
May  below  KD  (MM). 

Least  Tern  —  One  on  1 7  May  at  KD  (CP);  9  on  25  May  in  Fulton  County  (JB,  PB). 
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Black-billed  Cuckoo  —  One  on  1 1  May  at  Bur  (LMc). 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  —  Two  on  25  May  at  Ken  (JB,  PB). 

Great  Horned  Owl  —  One  on  17  March  at  FL  (FR);  one  in  Har  on  six  dates  in 
April  and  May  (MM). 

Barred  Owl  —  One  on  21  April  at  MCNP  and  one  at  LBL  on  27  April  (JB,  PB); 
two  on  6  May  at  Sil  (FR);  one  on  18  May  in  Har  (MS). 

Chuck- will’ s-widow  —  First  heard  on  23  April  at  Han  (BW);  first  heard  in  Mad 
on  24  April  (JWH). 

Whip-poor-will  —  First  heard  in  Han  on  19  April  (BW)’;  first  heard  in  Boone 
County  on  20  April  (LMc). 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  —  First  seen  in  Han  on  21  April  (BW);  4  on  27 
April  at  LBL  (JB,  PB);  first  seen  in  northeast  Louisville  on  29  April  (AS). 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  —  One  at  Pie  on  25  May  and  one  at  UK  on  30  May 
(WD)  2  on  25  May  in  Fulton  County  (JB,  PB). 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  —  One  on  17  April  at  BNP  and  one  on  27  April  at 
LBL  (JB,  PB);  one  remained  until  7  May  at  Bur  (LMc). 

Acadian  Flycatcher  —  30  were  heard  on  18  May  at  Bsf  (RE,  StS). 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee  —  First  observed  in  Mad  on  3  May  (JWH). 

Willow  Flycatcher  —  Three  were  at  Pet  on  1 1  May  (LMc);  two  were  heard  at 
MCFH  on  17  May  (FB);  one  on  30  May  at  Elk  (JWH). 

Eastern  Phoebe  —  Three  on  30  March  at  Pie  (JB,  PB). 

Great-crested  Flycatcher  —  One  found  in  Han  on  20  March  (BW);  first  seen 
on  24  April  at  Mad  (JWH). 

Eastern  Kingbird  —  Two  in  Muh  on  27  April  and  four  in  eastern  Jefferson 
County  on  10  May  (AS). 

Horned  Lark  —  100  on  9  March  at  McEl  (MB);  8  to  10  on  23  April  at  McEl 
(MS);  one  on  5  May  in  eastern  Jefferson  County  (JB,  PB). 

Purple  Martin  —  30+  at  nest  gourds  at  home  in  Sil  (FR). 

Tree  Swallow  —  One  on  30  March  at  Pie  (JB,  PB);  31  on  30  April  at  LPew 
(JWH). 

Cliff  Swallow  —  14  inspecting  nests  on  17  April  at  Mel  (FR);  2+  nesting  at  dam 
of  Lau  on  5  May  (BS,  StS);  200+  on  17  May  at  KD,  collecting  mud  for  nests,  delayed 
this  year  due  to  high  water  level  (CP);  25  on  17  May  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  —  One  on  1  March  and  9  March  in  Bel  (FR);  4  on  24 
March  and  one  on  4  May  at  Ber  (JB,  PB). 

Brown  Creeper  —  One  on  17  April  at  BNP  (JB,  PB). 

Carolina  Wren  —  Fairly  common  in  northeast  Louisville  during  the  season  (AS). 

Bewick’s  Wren  —  One  on  31  May  in  Mercer  County  (WD). 

House  Wren  —  One  to  two  in  Murray  from  22  April  to  30  May  (CP);  one 
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on  27  April  at  LBL  (JB,  PB). 

Winter  Wren  —  One  on  4  March  at  LPew  (JWH);  one  on  30  March  in 
Mercer  County  (WD). 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet  —  6  on  24  March  at  Ber  and  4  on  31  March  at 
RRNC  (JB,  PB). 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  —  Three  at  MCNP  on  12  April  (MS);  5  on  17  April 
at  BNP  (JB,  PB). 

Veery  —  Two  on  1  May  at  BNP  (JB,  PB);  one  on  6  May  in  Har  (MS);  4  were 
observed  in  Kenton  and  Boone  Counties  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  May  (LMc). 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  —  3  on  30  April  at  BNP  (JB,  PB);  one  on  3  May  at 
Bur  (LMc). 

Swainson’s  Thrush  —  7  on  22  April  at  BNP,  (JB,  PB);  numerous  in  north¬ 
ern  Kentucky,  10  in  Kenton  County  and  10  in  Boone  County  on  1 1  May  (FR); 
recorded  nine  times  between  2  and  1 1  May  in  Hopkins  County  (JWH). 

Hermit  Thrush  —  6  on  23  March  at  MCNP  (JB,  PB);  one  on  29  March  at 
LPew  (JWH). 

Wood  Thrush  —  4  on  21  April  at  MCNP  (JB,  PB). 

American  Pipit  —  10  to  15  at  McEl  on  9  March  (MB);  8  to  10  on  23  April 
at  McEl  (MS). 

Cedar  Waxwing  —  Up  to  35  in  Har  during  the  period  (MS);  41  on  7  May  at 
BNP  (JB,  PB);  3  on  17  May  in  Mad  (JWH). 

Loggerhead  Shrike  —  One  on  30  May  at  UK  (WD). 

White-eyed  Vireo  —  First  in  Mad  on  12  April  (JWH). 

Solitary  Vireo  —  One  on  5  May  at  Highland  Cemetery,  Kenton  County 
(LMc). 

Yellow-throated  Vireo  —  First  in  Mad  on  23  April  (JWH). 

Warbling  Vireo  —  One  on  19  April  at  LPew  (JWH). 

Red-eyed  Vireo  —  116  were  heard  in  Bsf  near  Yahoo  Falls  on  4  May  (StS); 
107  on  18  May  near  Bear  Creek  in  Bsf  (RG,  StS). 

Warbler  migration  in  northern  Kentucky  had  above  normal  numbers  but  no 
unusual  species  (LMc,  FR),  well  developed  in  other  areas  of  the  state,  but  no 
unusual  species  (JB,  PB);  scattered  observations  in  Hopkins  County  (JWH). 

Yellow  Warbler  —  One  to  three  from  27  to  29  April  in  Har  (MS);  one  in 
Mad  from  19  April  to  2  May,  a  very  rare  observation  in  this  area  (JWH). 

Blackburnian  Warbler  —  First  observed  at  Ten  on  10  May  (AS). 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler  —  52  on  18  May  near  Bear  Creek  in  Bsf 
(RG,  StS). 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  —  Still  present  on  1 1  May  at  Ten  (AS). 

Yellow-throated  Warbler  —  One  on  12  April  at  MCNP  (MS). 
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Cerulean  Warbler  —  10  on  4  May  in  Yahoo  Falls  area  of  Bsf  (StS). 

Prothonotary  Warbler  —  One  on  4  May  at  Yahoo  Falls  in  Bsf  and  a  total 
of  4  at  Bee  Rock  Campground  in  Pulaski  County  on  5  and  7  May  (StS). 

Swainson’s  Warbler  —  One  on  1  May  in  Calloway  County  (JE,  SS);  one  at 
Yahoo  Falls  in  Bsf  on  4  May  (StS);  one  on  5  and  7  May  in  northwestern  Whitley 
County  (BS,  StS);  4  on  18  May  near  Bear  Creek,  Bsf  (RE,  StS). 

Northern  Waterthrush  —  Four  on  7  May  at  Sil  (FR). 

Yellow-breasted  Chat  —  One  on  7  May  in  Har  (MS). 

Scarlet  Tanager  —  One  at  Bee  Rock,  Pulaski  County  on  6  May  (BS,  StS). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  —  One  to  eight  at  feeders  in  Murray  during  late 
April  to  mid-May  (CP);  15  males  and  12  females  at  feeder  in  Han  15  April  to  7 
May  (BW);  seen  frequently  at  a  feeder  in  Mad  from  24  April  to  15  May  -  highest 
number  being  5  males  and  3  females  (JWH). 

Blue  Grosbeak  —  Two  males  at  feeder  in  Han  on  15  April  (BW);  one  heard 
at  Mad  on  2  May  (JWH);  one  male  on  1 1  May  at  Bur  and  a  male  and  female  on 
the  same  date  at  EBPP  (LMc);  one  on  25  May  at  Reelfoot  Wildlife  Refuge  (JB, 
PB). 

Dickcissel  —  More  apparent  this  year,  6+  in  an  area  of  Calloway  County 
where  only  one  or  two  have  been  seen  in  previous  years  (MM);  4  to  6  were  pre¬ 
sent  at  Pet  from  the  5th  to  1 1th  of  May  (LMc);  15  on  5  May  in  eastern  Jefferson 
County  and  35  on  25  May  in  Fulton  County  (JB,  PB);  10  in  northeastern  Jefferson 
County  on  10  May  (AS). 

Indigo  Bunting  —  First  in  Han  on  15  April  and  15  males  at  feeder  on  20 
April  (BW);  6  males  on  1  May  in  Mad  (JWH);  200+  on  4  May  along  levee  near 
Hie  (HC). 

American  Tree  Sparrow  —  One  on  21  March  in  Mad  (JWH). 

Vesper  Sparrow  —  One  on  24  March  at  Ber  and  one  on  30  March  at  Pie  (JB, 

PB). 

Lark  Sparrow  —  One  on  13  April  at  Sle  (MM). 

Savannah  Sparrow  —  12  on  30  March  at  Pie  (JB,  PB);  one  on  30  May  at 
UK(WD). 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  —  4  to  5  on  10  May  in  Har  (MS). 

Henslow’s  Sparrow  —  One  heard  on  1 1  May  Brownslow  Road,  Louisville 
(AS). 

Fox  Sparrow  —  Two  on  31  March  at  RRNC  (JB,  PB). 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow  —  One  on  5  May  in  eastern  Jefferson  County  (JB.  PB). 

Swamp  Sparrow  —  10+  at  Chan  on  9  March  (MB). 

White-throated  Sparrow  —  Last  seen  in  Ten  on  8  May  (AS)  and  in  Mad 
on  10  May  (JWH). 
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White-crowned  Sparrow  —  One  on  30  April  at  LPew,  one  in  Mad  on  5  May 
(JWH);  4  to  6  on  6  and  7  May  in  Har  (MS);  none  observed  in  Ten  during  the  sea¬ 
son  (AS). 

Dark-eyed  Junco  —  Last  seen  in  Mad  12  April  (JWH). 

Bobolink  —  Single  male  on  May  2  and  5  in  Calloway  County  (MM);  500  to 
1000  along  levee  on  4  May  near  Hie  (HC);  15  on  5  May  in  a  Pet  field  (LMc);  100 
on  5  May  in  eastern  Jefferson  County  (JB,  PB);  2  were  west  of  Corbin  on  5  May 
(StS);  several  heard  in  northeast  Jefferson  County  on  10  May  (AS). 

Red-winged  Blackbird  —  First  appeared  on  7  March  in  Bel  (FR). 

Rusty  Blackbird  —  25  to  30  at  Chan  on  9  March  (MB). 

Brewer’s  Blackbird  —  Approximately  20  at  McEl  on  23  March  (MB). 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  —  First  appeared  on  7  March  in  Bel  (FR). 

Orchard  Oriole  —  One  at  Mad  on  7  May  -  has  declined  in  numbers  in  Mad 
area  during  recent  years  (JWH). 

Northern  Oriole  —  Three  seen  on  8  May  in  Mad  -  rare  summer  observa¬ 
tion  in  area  (JWH). 

Purple  Finch  —  6  on  21  April  at  MCNP  and  one  on  5  May  in  eastern 
Jefferson  County  (JB,  PB);  32  on  6  May  and  1  on  12  May  at  a  Logan  County  feed¬ 
er  (MB);  present  in  small  numbers  at  a  Bur  feeder  until  16  May  (LMc);  frequent 
visitor  at  feeder  in  Mad  from  28  March  until  7  May  -  7  was  highest  number 
(JWH). 

Pine  Siskin  —  15  on  13  April  at  Rab  and  5  on  5  May  at  Highland  Cemetery, 
Kenton  County  (LMc). 

Evening  Grosbeak  —  One  on  6  May  at  Bald  Rock  Center,  Laurel  County 
(BB,  StS). 

Contributors  -  Jane  Bell  (JB),  Pat  Bell  (PB),  Clay  Black  (CB),  Mark  Bennett 
(MB),  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  Katie  Busroe  (KB),  Bryan  Combs  (BC),  Hap  Chambers 
(HC),  Wayne  Davis  (WD),  Robert  G.  Emmott  (RE),  Joe  T.  Ersin  (JE),  Willard 
Gray  (WG);  James  W.  Hancock  (JWH),  Virginia  Kingsolver  (VK),  Wendell 
Kingsolver  (WK),  Lee  McNeely  (LMc),  Mike  Miller  (MM),  Linda  Perry  (LP), 
Clell  Peterson  (CL),  Frank  Renfrew  (FR),  Anne  Stamm  (AS),  Sandra  Sanders 
(SS),  Sherry  Sherwood  (Sh),  Tom  Sherwood  (TS),  Barbara  Stedman  (BS), 
Stephen  J.  Stedman  (StS),  Mitchell  Sturgeon  (MS),  Bonnie  West  (BW). 


THE  KENTUCKY  BIRDS  RECORD  COMMITTEE  HAS  ACCEPTED 
THE  FOLLOWING  OBSERVATIONS. 

Cinnamon  Teal  —  Present  on  30  and  31  March,  1995  at  Wesvaco  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  Carlisle  and  Hickman  Counties.  Submitted  by  Maurica  Toon. 

Anhinga  —  Present  from  1  to  23  September,  1995  in  Breckinridge  County. 
Submitted  by  Ann  and  Edward  Bowne. 
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Northern  Saw- whet  Owl  —  23  October  1995  in  Hart  County.  Submitted  by  , 
Steve  Kistler. 

Red-necked  Grebe  —  16  December  1995  in  Gallatin  County.  Submitted  by 
Lee  McNeely. 

Black-legged  Kittiwake  —  16  December  1995  in  Gallatin  County. 
Submitted  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball. 

Thayer’s  Gull  —  16  December  1995  in  Gallatin  County.  Submitted  by 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball. 

Tundra  Swan  —  16  January  1996  at  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan 
County.  Submitted  by  Lewis  Komman. 

Curlew  Sandpiper  —  20  September  1995  at  Falls  of  Ohio,  Louisville, 
Jefferson  County.  Submitted  by  Mark  Monroe  and  Brainard  Palmer-Ball. 

Common  Black-headed  Gull  —  15  to  23  November  1995  at  Falls  of  Ohio, 
Louisville,  Jefferson  County.  Submitted  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball. 


OBSERVATIONS  SUBMITTED  FOR  REVIEW  BY  THE  KENTUCKY 
BIRDS  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

Ovenbird  —  November  1995  through  February  1996  at  Covington,  Kenton 
County.  Submitted  by  Sherry  Curran. 

Tri-colored  Heron  —  17  June  1995  at  the  Transient  Lakes,  Warren  County. 
Submitted  by  Michael  Bierly  and  Gilbert  Foster. 

Ross’  Goose  —  10  March  1996  in  Mercer  County.  Submitted  by  Ginny 
Eklund. 

—  UPO  1352,  Morehead  State  University,  Morehead,  KY  40351. 


KENTUCKY  1996  MIDWINTER 
BALD  EAGLE  SURVEY 

Laura  Burford  and  Jim  Durell 

This  was  the  nineteenth  midwinter  Bald  Eagle  census  for  Kentucky.  Target 
dates  for  1996  were  January  13  and  14,  with  alternate  dates  between  January  3  and 
17.  In  some  of  the  best  eagle  areas,  weather  was  cool  and  snow  blocked  some  of 
the  roads.  Illnesses  and  the  Federal  Government  shut-down  interfered  with  some 
census  routes.  Ice  cover  was  10-15%. 

Final  tabulation  indicated  258  Bald  Eagles.  Of  the  252  eagles  aged,  186 
(74%)  were  adults  and  66  (26%)  were  immatures.  Six  were  not  identified  as  to  age 
and  two  were  not  identified  to  species.  Last  year  34%  of  the  eagles  were  juveniles. 
Two  Golden  Eagles,  one  adult  and  one  juvenile,  were  reported  on  Bemheim 
Forest.  These  data  are  presented  by  route  in  Table  I. 
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TABLE  1. 

Summary  of  Kentucky  Bald  Eagle  Census,  January  3-17,  1996,  with 
some  earlier  high  counts. 


Earlier 

1996  records 


ROUTE 

Ad. 

Imm. 

Total 

1994 

High 

Year 

Land  Between  the  Lakes 

67 

31 

98 

1@ 

140 

1993 

Reel  foot  Lake 

2 

2 

4 

2 

9 

1993 

Mississippi  River 

36 

3 

39 

5 

72 

1984 

Ohio  R.,  up  to  Carrsville 

11 

4 

17* 

1 

89 

1986 

Ballard  Waterfowl  Area 

10 

8 

18 

21 

21 

1993 

Ohio,  Carrsville  to 

Henderson 

11 

4 

15 

15 

17 

1989 

Ohio,  Henderson  to 

Meade  Co. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1993 

Ohio,  Meade  to  Louisville 

3 

1 

4 

2 

5 

1986 

Kentucky  River 

1 

1 

2 

Taylorsville  Lake 

1 

1 

1 

1994 

Bemheim  Forest  (2  golden) 

0 

2 

4 

1993 

Green  River  Lake 

3 

3 

7 

13 

1994 

Dale  Hollow,  Ky.  portion 

9 

1 

13* 

31 

38 

1989 

Lake  Cumberland 

21 

6 

27 

13 

26 

1990 

Cumberland  River, 

below  dam 

5 

1 

6 

2 

8 

1986 

Laurel  Lake 

3 

3 

y* 

2 

13 

1992 

Cave  Run  Lake 

2 

1 

3 

2 

10 

1989 

TOTALS  FOR  1996 

186 

66 

258* 

112# 

*  Includes  eagles  not  identified 

as  to  age. 

@  79  eagles  were  counted  outside  the  time  frame  in  1995. 

#  Total  for  1995  includes  some  routes  not  reported  here. 

Total  for  1996:  262,  included  2  Golden  Eagles,  and  2  not  identified  to 
species. 

Routes  were  run  but  no  eagles  were  seen  on  the  following  lakes  and 
streams:  Barren  River,  Buckhom,  Carr  Fork,  Dewey,  Fishtrap,  Fox  Creek, 
Grayson,  Green  River,  Guist  Creek,  Herrington,  Lake  Malone,  Bluegrass 
Army  Depot,  Martin’s  Fork,  Nolin,  Ohio  River  Louisville  to  Ashland, 
Paintsville,  Rough  River  and  Yatesville. 


Reports  of  other  raptors  were  too  meager  to  make  tabulating  worthwhile  for 
1996. 
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Parks,  Buckley  Hills  Audubon  Sanctuary  and  several  private  citizens. 

--Dept,  of  Fish  &  Wildlife,  1  Game  Farm  Road,  Frankfort,  KY  40601. 

--308  Meadow  Lane,  Frankfort,  KY  40601 


FIELD  NOTES 

Editor’s  note:  Records  of  bird  sightings  reported  herein  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee  and  do  not  constitute  official  state  records  until 
approved  by  that  body. 


RED-BREASTED  NUTHATCHES  NESTING 
AT  THE  RED  RIVER  GORGE: 

A  First  State  Record  for  Kentucky 

On  June  1,  1996  I  observed  a  male  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  (Sitta  canadensis ) 
along  Swift’s  Creek  Trail  in  the  Clifty  Wilderness  Area  of  the  Daniel  Boone  National 
Forest,  Wolfe  County,  Kentucky.  It  was  feeding  in  a  white  pine  tree,  and  on  obtain¬ 
ing  a  large  insect  flew  off  with  it  hanging  from  its  bill.  It  disappeared  into  the  dense 
foliage  of  this  lush  hemlock  gorge.  I  returned  to  look  for  it  the  next  day,  with  no  luck. 

Armed  with  a  tape  of  the  Red-breasted  Nuthatch’s  call  notes,  I  returned  to  the 
area  on  June  10.  With  the  use  of  this  tape  I  was  able  to  locate  this  species  in  eight  sep¬ 
arate  locations  along  a  3/4  mile  stretch  of  the  trail.  I  found  two  birds,  apparently  a 
male  and  a  female  in  the  June  1  location.  During  the  day  I  had  enough  widely  spaced 
responses  to  my  tape  to  indicate  a  count  of  four  to  six  individuals  of  this  species. 

Upon  returning  on  June  16, 1  found  a  pair  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  feeding 
in  the  bark  of  a  river  birch  near  the  Old  Log  Dam  at  Swift’s  Creek,  very  close  to  the 
original  sighting.  The  next  day  I  located  one  female  near  the  junction  of  Swift’s  Creek 
and  Rock  Bridge  Trails.  It  responded  with  an  alarmed  and  continuously  repeated  “ek- 
ek-ek”  to  the  sound  of  my  tape. 

I  returned  to  the  same  spot  on  July  1  and  got  an  immediate  response  from  a  male 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  giving  an  equally  alarmed  and  continuous  “ank-ank-ank” 
from  the  top  of  a  hemlock.  This  bird  was  soon  joined  by  another,  probably  a  female. 

During  all  of  these  visits,  I  spent  a  considerable  amount  of  time  searching  for  a 
nest  hole.  I  had  previously  found  a  nest  of  this  species  in  southwestern  Ohio,  so  I  was 
familiar  with  what  to  look  for.  Although  the  Swift’s  Creek  area  had  been  logged  in 
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the  past,  the  forest  matured  considerably.  Dozens  of  dead  trees  containing  many 
small  holes  (what  I  dubbed  the  “swiss  cheese  effect”)  stood  in  the  ten  to  twenty  acre 
area  in  which  I  concentrated  my  search. 

On  July  2, 1  found  a  1  inch  diameter  nest  hole  with  a  telltale  coating  of  pine  resin 
thickly  smeared  around  it.  The  hole  was  about  twelve  feet  up  in  a  mostly  dead  red 
maple  tree  some  eight  inches  in  diameter.  Next  to  the  hole  was  another  more  shallow 
excavation,  also  coated  with  pitch.  There  was  a  large  white  pine  a  few  feet  away  in 
which  a  conical  depression  had  been  excavated  through  the  bark.  This  was  exud¬ 
ing  substantial  quantities  of  pitch,  which  trickled  down  in  a  line  onto  a  small  hem¬ 
lock  below. 

I  returned  to  this  location  on  July  4  and  observed  the  nest  hole  for  a  consid¬ 
erable  amount  of  time.  I  could  hear  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  calling  intermittent¬ 
ly  nearby,  but  I  did  not  observe  them  at  the  nest  hole. 

I  followed  the  sound  of  the  birds  to  a  spot  several  hundred  feet  away,  in  the 
direction  of  Rock  Bridge.  Upon  playing  my  tape,  four  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
came  very  close  to  me.  Two  of  these  were  boldly  plumaged  males,  while  the  other 
two  were  in  duller  plumage.  One  of  these,  apparently  a  juvenile,  began  to  quiver 
its  wings  and  beg.  It  was  subsequently  fed  by  one  of  the  males.  I  continued  to  see 
and  hear  more  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  in  this  vicinity  for  the  next  several  hours. 
I  also  heard  several  individuals  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  where  I  found 
another  possible  nest  site  with  a  similar  situation  of  a  small  gouge  in  a  white  pine 
dripping  with  pitch  and  a  dead  snag  full  of  holes  immediately  adjacent. 

The  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  invariably  coats  the  nest  entrance  with  a  thick 
coat  of  resin,  utilizing  spruce  or  fir  in  the  north  and  pine  farther  to  the  south  (Bent 
1948).  This  is  an  unequivocal  sign  of  nesting  activity  in  this  species.  It  is  also 
interesting  to  note  that  Bent  describes  “other  holes  not  so  deep”  adjacent  to  the 
nest  hole,  and  that  these  nuthatches  sometimes  excavate  three  or  four  holes  before 
selecting  a  final  location  to  nest.  This  may  explain  some  of  the  “swiss  cheese” 
effect  which  can  be  seen  throughout  this  section  of  the  gorge. 

If  these  birds  followed  a  similar  chronology  to  the  ones  that  I  found  nesting 
in  southwestern  Ohio  (fledged  by  June  11),  this  nest  had  probably  been  vacated  by 
the  time  that  I  had  found  it. 

Red-breasted  Nuthatches  have  been  found  to  summer  to  the  north  as  close  as 
Hocking  County  in  southeastern  Ohio  (Peterjohn  1989).  They  are  also  found  in  hem¬ 
lock  and  white  pine  forests  in  the  southern  Blue  Ridge,  but  not  below  2,500  feet 
(Simpson  1992). 

White  pine  and  hemlock  forest  is  considered  to  be  the  secondary  nesting  habi¬ 
tat  of  the  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  the  preferred  habitat  being  the  spruce  and  fir  asso¬ 
ciation  of  the  northern  forests  and  higher  mountains.  The  Cliffy  Wilderness  Area  of 
the  Red  River  Gorge  contains  an  impressive  stand  of  mature  white  pine  and  hemlock 
woods.  These  are  intermixed  with  deciduous  trees  such  as  red  maple,  sweet  birch  and 
big  leaf  magnolia  along  with  an  understory  of  dense  tangles  of  rhododendron  and 
mountain  laurel. 

Previously,  there  have  been  only  two  summer  records  of  this  species  in 
Kentucky.  The  first,  a  female  collected  at  Bardstown  on  July  16,  1886  by  Beckham, 
the  other  an  individual  seen  on  Big  Black  Mountain  on  July  3,  1982  by  Lene  Rauth 
(Monroe  1994). 
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In  Ohio,  Hicks  (1935)  mentions  that  this  species  could  be  easily  overlooked  as 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  locate  during  the  breeding  season.  I  feel  strongly,  due  to  the 
number  of  individuals  observed,  the  ideal  habitat,  and  the  abundance  of  potential  nest 
sites,  that  this  may  not  be  an  isolated  occurrence.  It  is  possible  that  there  may  be  a 
small  population  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  nesting  in  the  Red  River  Gorge.  Only 
further  study  of  this  unique  area  will  determine  the  true  status  of  this  species  as  a 
breeding  bird  in  Kentucky. 

-Frank  Renfrew,  611  South  O'Fallon  Ave.,  Bellevue,  Kentucky  41073. 
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FIRST  KENTUCKY  RECORD  OF 
BAND-RUMPED  STORM-PETREL 

The  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  (Oceanodroma  castro)  breeds  on  oceanic 
islands  of  both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  and  ranges  at  sea  the  rest  of  the  year 
(American  Ornithologists’  Union  1983).  The  species  is  a  regular  visitant  to  the  Gulf 
Stream  waters  off  the  Atlantic  Coast  states  and  an  occasional  vagrant  in  the  inland 
eastern  United  States  (American  Ornithologists’  Union  1983).  As  with  most  other 
pelagic  vagrants,  these  small  petrels  normally  have  occurred  inland  following  the 
passage  of  a  hurricane  or  tropical  storm.  There  are  specimen  records  of  central 
Indiana  in  1902  (Keller  et  al.  1986)  and  eastern  Tennessee  in  1975  (Robinson  1990). 
The  Tennessee  record  involved  the  observation  of  three  birds  that  were  found  dead  or 
dying  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  following  the  passage  of  the  rem¬ 
nants  of  Hurricane  Eloise. 

In  late  July  1994,  Denny  Sabree  discovered  a  strange  waterbird  lying  dead  in  the 
grass  of  his  yard,  which  lies  along  the  Kentucky  River  in  the  extreme  southeastern 
comer  of  Anderson  County.  Based  on  recollection  from  pictures  in  bird  books,  he 
believed  the  bird  was  a  storm-petrel,  and  since  the  specimen  was  in  good  condition, 
he  placed  it  in  a  freezer  to  keep  until  he  could  deliver  it  to  someone  who  could  con¬ 
firm  its  identity.  On  October  11,  1994,  Mr.  an  Mrs.  Sabree  brought  the  bird  to  the 
Nongame  Wildlife  Program  of  the  Kentucky  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Resources  in  Frankfort  for  determination.  Theresa  Anderson  of  the  Nongame  Staff 
was  able  to  identify  the  bird  using  several  reference  books  on  hand,  and  the  identifi¬ 
cation  was  subsequently  corroborated  by  David  Yancy,  the  Nongame  Wildlife 
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Program  Coordinator. 

The  bird  is  entirely  sooty-brown  except  for  a  broad  white  patch  on  the  upper  tail 
coverts  (see  cover).  The  upper  greater  wing  coverts  are  slightly  paler.  The  specimen 
measured  approximately  7.75  inches  from  the  tip  of  the  bill  to  the  end  of  the  retrices 
and  had  a  wingspan  of  about  16.5  inches.  In  addition,  the  black- webbed  feet  do  not 
project  beyond  the  tail.  This  combination  of  characters  eliminates  all  other  similarly 
appearing  species  of  storm-petrels.  The  specimen  will  be  shipped  to  the  U.  S. 
National  Museum  for  subspecific  determination  and  deposition  into  the  museum’s 
collection  of  bird  skins.  Photographs  showing  identifying  field  marks  have  been 
deposited  with  Anne  L.  Stamm  for  curation  with  other  records  of  the  Kentucky 
Ornithological  Society. 

This  occurrence  constitutes  the  first  documented  record  of  the  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel  in  Kentucky.  Mr.  Sabree  could  not  recall  the  exact  date  on  which  he  dis¬ 
covered  the  bird,  but  he  did  remember  that  it  had  been  in  late  July,  about  two  or  three 
days  after  a  storm  had  moved  up  the  east  coast  of  the  United  States.  Although  there 
were  no  major  hurricanes  in  the  region  of  the  eastern  United  States  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1994,  two  tropical  depressions  are  on  record  at  the  Kentucky  Climatological 
Center  at  Western  Kentucky  University  (G.  Conner,  pers.  comm.).  Tropical  storm 
Alberto,  which  caused  substantial  flooding  in  southern  Georgia  in  early  July  1994, 
originated  in  the  Carribean  and  headed  out  to  sea  once  it  entered  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
This  storm  would  have  occurred  rather  early  to  account  for  the  occurrence  of  the 
storm-petrel,  and  it  did  not  originate  in  an  especially  favorable  area.  Much  more  like¬ 
ly  responsible  for  the  petrel’s  occurrence  here  was  an  unnamed  tropical  depression 
that  moved  northwest  out  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  brushed  the  south  Atlantic  Coast 
states  during  the  week  proceeding  July  23,  1994,  spreading  heavy  rain  across  the 
southeastern  quarter  of  the  country. 
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SPRING  RECORDS  OF 
PIPING  PLOVER  IN  KENTUCKY 

In  The  Birds  of  Kentucky  Robert  Mengel  (1965)  included  no  confirmed 
Kentucky  records  for  the  Piping  Plover  (Charadrius  melodus)  in  spring.  He  noted  the 
collection  of  a  bird  along  the  bank  of  the  Ohio  River  near  Cincinnati  -  and  thus  just 
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outside  of  Kentucky  -  on  May  4,  1879,  as  well  as  two  reports  that  he  considered  not 
entirely  satisfactory  from  McElroy  Lake  in  Warren  County.  These  records  were  for 
“several  dozen”  on  May  21,  1933,  and  15  birds  on  May  26,  1937,  numbers  which 
may  have  possibly  occurred  at  that  time,  but  for  which  their  are  no  recent  compara¬ 
ble  records  regionally.  Wilson  (1962)  included  a  third  record  of  one  bird  at  McElroy 
Lake  for  May  3,  1953,  that  would  seem  to  be  authentic.  Big  Spring  Lists  published 
in  The  Kentucky  Warbler  1964-1977  include  only  one  reference  to  the  species’  occur¬ 
rence,  a  sight  record  from  the  Henderson  Area  on  May  2,  1965  (Stamm  1965).  In  the 
absence  of  further  details,  the  authenticity  of  this  record  is  unclear,  but  it  would  seem 
acceptable  given  the  date  and  single  bird. 

Regionally,  the  species  is  also  considered  a  rare  to  casual  spring  migrant. 
Robinson  (1990)  included  only  five  spring  records  from  Tennessee,  while  Keller  et. 
al.  (1986)  list  no  spring  records  from  central  and  southern  Indiana.  In  Ohio,  the 
Piping  Plover  has  been  considered  accidental  to  casual  in  spring  (Peteijohn  1989) 
while  in  Illinois  it  is  considered  a  rare  spring  transient  during  early  to  mid-May 
(Bohlen  1978). 

On  the  afternoon  of  April  30,  1995, 1  observed  two  Piping  Plovers  on  the  pools 
of  the  main  fossil  bed  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio.  The  following  field  marks  were  noted 
on  both  birds:  very  pale,  sandy  brown  upperparts,  blackish  breast  band  (seemingly 
complete  in  one  bird),  black  forecrown  patch,  white  forehead,  and  narrow  whitish 
neck  collar.  The  legs  appeared  orangish  in  color,  and  the  bills  of  both  birds  appeared 
blackish,  although  it  seemed  that  some  orangish-red  color  was  present  at  their  bases. 
The  above  combination  of  field  marks  eliminate  all  similar  species.  The  birds  were 
viewed  from  the  overlook  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  State  Park,  a  distance  of  approxi¬ 
mately  three-tenths  of  a  mile,  but  study  through  a  60x  Questar  telescope  and  an  over¬ 
cast  sky  allowed  for  clear  views  without  the  typical  glare  of  the  afternoon  sun. 
Foraging  nearby  were  6-8  Semipalmated  Plovers  (Charadrius  semipalmatus),  allow¬ 
ing  for  excellent  comparison  of  size  and  plumage,  especially  back  color.  One  bird 
appeared  more  boldly  marked  than  the  other,  suggesting  that  the  two  might  constitute 
a  pair. 

The  Piping  Plovers  were  studied  for  at  least  30  minutes  as  they  foraged  along 
the  margins  of  the  outer  fossil  bed  pools.  They  fluttered  once  or  twice,  but  their  wing 
and  tail  patterns  were  not  observed  well.  The  birds  fed  in  typical  plover-like  fashion, 
alternately  walking  and  pausing  to  pick  up  prey.  As  noted  above,  the  afternoon  was 
overcast.  A  front  had  passed  the  previous  night,  accompanied  by  several  periods  of 
showers,  and  low  clouds  had  persisted  throughout  the  entire  day  on  April  30th.  These 
are  conditions  that  have  typically  provided  some  of  the  better  local  shorebird  fallouts. 
Other  waterbirds  present  at  the  Falls  on  April  30th  included  numerous  Double-crest¬ 
ed  Cormorants  (Phalacrocorax  auritus),  Black-crowned  Night  Herons  (Nycticoraz 
nycticorax)  and  Killdeer  (Charadrius  vociferus),  one  Semipalmated  Sandpiper 
(Calidris  pusilla ),  six  Least  Sandpipers  (Calidris  minutilla),  three  Dunlin  (Calidris 
alpina),  three  Soliatry  Sandpipers  (Tringa  solitaria),  at  least  30  Ring-billed  Gulls 
(Larus  delawarensis),  15  Herring  Gulls  (Larus  argentatus )  —  a  very  atypical  group 
consisting  mostly  of  adult  birds,  three  Common  Terns  (Sterna  hirundo),  six  Forster’s 
Terns  (Sterna  forsteri),  and  a  Caspian  Tern  (Sterna  caspia).  Even  though  this  report 
constitutes  yet  another  single  observer  sight  record,  it  is  the  first  extensively  docu¬ 
mented  by  written  description  and  the  first  spring  sight  report  in  nearly  30  years. 

On  May  3,  1996, 1  observed  another  spring  Piping  Plover,  this  time  at  Chaney 
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Lake  near  Woodbum  in  southern  Warren  County.  The  bird  was  viewed  from  as  close 
as  about  50  feet  and  compared  with  Semipalmated  Plovers  that  were  feeding  next  to 
it.  Excellent  views  of  most  definitive  field  marks  were  noted  during  my  extended 
study,  although  the  bird  never  flew  so  I  could  not  clearly  distinguish  that  it  had  a  light 
rump.  The  bird  had  a  complete  chest  band  and  only  a  small  amount  of  organish  color 
at  the  base  of  the  bill.  Color  photographs  were  obtained  of  this  individual,  which 
clearly  show  the  distinctive  field  marks.  Duplicates  of  these  photographs  have  been 
deposited  with  Lee  McNeely,  Secretary  for  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee, 
and  they  constitute  the  first  photographic  documentation  of  the  occurrence  of  Piping 
Plover  in  Kentucky  in  spring. 

On  May  6,  1996, 1  encountered  yet  another  spring  Piping  Plover,  this  time  while 
birding  with  Burt  Monroe,  ID,  Mark  Monroe,  Don  Parker,  and  Richard  Healy  at 
Kentucky  Dam,  Marshall  County.  We  were  studying  gulls  and  terns  form  one  of  the 
pull-outs  on  the  dam,  when  a  strange,  whistled  note  attracted  our  attention.  We  turned 
to  view  a  small  shorebird  that  was  flying  parallel  to  the  dam  heading  east.  The  bird 
gave  us  only  a  brief  look  as  it  passed  by  and  beyond,  but  it  was  clearly  a  small 
plover  based  on  size  and  the  blackish  chest  band  on  otherwise  white  underparts. 
In  addition,  as  it  flew  away  we  clearly  saw  that  the  upperparts  were  a  light  sandy 
brown,  that  the  rump  was  white,  and  that  the  darker  wings  had  a  noticeable, 
whitish  wing  stripe.  The  call,  as  it  turned  out,  was  also  definitive,  clearly  being  a 
flight  note  of  a  Piping  Plover. 

These  observations  further  supplement  earlier  records  indicating  that  the 
Piping  Plover  is  at  least  an  occasional  spring  migrant  through  Kentucky.  As  recov¬ 
ery  efforts  for  this  federally  threatened  species  develop  in  states  of  the  northern 
midwest,  its  occurrence  as  a  migrant  through  Kentucky  may  become  more  fre¬ 
quent.  Nonetheless,  sightings  of  Piping  Plovers  in  Kentucky  should  continue  to  be 
fully  recorded  by  written  or  photographic  documentation. 

-BRAINARD  PALMER-BALL,  JR.,  8207  Old  Westport  Road,  Louisville,  40222. 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

K.O.S.  Mourns  the  Loss  of  Dr.  Herbert  Clay 

Dr.  Herbert  Clay  died  May  14,  1996.  Several  months  prior  to  his  death  he  com¬ 
pleted  his  second  year  as  President  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society.  He  will 
be  missed  by  all  in  the  K.O.S.  and  deepest  sympathies  are  extended  on  behalf  of  all 
to  Kathryn  Clay  and  her  family. 


Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502)  894-9538. 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your  reports  of  unusual  bird 
sightings  from  around  the  state.  Help  support  this  service  with  your  reports. 


K.O.S.  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avian  Research  Grant 
Fund.  Persons  that  need  money  (i.e.,  up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting 
research  on  birds  in  Kentucky  should  contact  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society 
Avian  Research  Grant  Fund  Committee  c/o  Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology, 
Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky  42101  for  a  set  of  guide¬ 
lines  and  an  application  form.  Three  grants  have  recently  been  funded. 


Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee 

Rare  bird  sightings  should  be  well  documented  and  the  documentation  should 
be  sent  to  Lee  McNeely,  Secretary  of  the  KBRC,  for  consideration  by  the  committee. 

Fall  K.O.S.  Meeting 

The  Fall  meeting  of  the  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  will  be  held  September 
27,  28,  and  29  at  Kenlake  State  Park.  If  you  would  like  to  make  a  presentation  as  part 
of  the  Friday  evening  program,  please  contact  Wendell  Kingsolver,  Box  200, 
Shepherd’s  Hills,  Carlisle,  Kentucky,  40311.  Mark  your  calendar  and  join  with  other 
birding  enthusiasts  for  a  great  weekend. 


Public  Comment  on  the  Use  of  Daniel  Boone  National  Forest 

The  U.S.  Forest  Service  is  accepting  public  comment  on  how  to  manage  the 
Daniel  Boone  National  Forest  until  September  19.  If  you  would  like  to  voice  your 
opinion,  write  to:  Forest  Plan,  U.S.  Forest  Service,  1700  Bypass  Road,  Winchester, 
Kentucky,  40391.  This  will  be  the  last  opportunity  to  affect  the  usage  of  this  wilder¬ 
ness  area  for  a  number  of  years. 
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IN  MEMORIAM: 

HERBERT  L.  CLAY,  JR. 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  lost  a  well-respected  member.  Dr. 
Herbert  L.  Clay,  Jr.,  on  May  14,  1996.  Herb  was  a  specialist  in  internal  med¬ 
icine,  and  most  of  his  career  was  spent  within  the  University  of  Louisville’s 
Medical  School  where  he  taught  from  1949  until  retirement.  He  was  chief  of 
cardiology  there  from  1952-65  and  also  served  professionally  as  a  member  of 
several  national  medical  boards.  Herb’s  interest  in  photography  melded  well 
with  his  wife  Kathryn’s  interest  in  birds.  They  joined  the  Society  in  1971,  and 
the  two  traveled  widely  throughout  the  western  hemisphere  in  search  of  new 
species,  Kathryn  for  her  life  list  and  Herb  for  his  photo  collection.  Herb’s  spe¬ 
cial  passion  was  hummingbirds,  which  he  studied  and  photographed  in  great 
detail.  Herb  authored  and  co-authored  (with  Kathryn)  nearly  ten  articles  on 
Kentucky’s  avifauna,  documenting  in  one  extensive  field  note  the  state’s  first 
record  of  the  Rufous  Hummingbird  in  1990. 

Many  will  remember  Herb  for  his  wonderful  photographic  skills,  which 
he  offered  to  the  memberships  of  both  the  Beckham  Bird  Club  and  the  KOS 
through  numerous  slide  presentations.  However,  most  members’  fondest 
memories  are  likely  those  of  Herb  as  our  host  during  several  of  the  Society’s 
spring  meetings  at  Rough  River  Lake  State  Park.  The  Clays  generously 
offered  to  host  field  trips  and  lavish  Saturday  lunches  at  their  Big  Pond 
Sanctuary  in  Grayson  County  during  the  Society’s  spring  meetings  in  1982, 
1986,  1990  and  1994.  Herb  served  as  president  of  the  Beckham  Bird  Club,  the 
Society’s  Louisville  chapter  from  1977-78.  He  served  as  a  councillor  on  the 
KOS  Board  from  1991-1993,  and  most  recently  served  as  President  of  the 
KOS  from  1994-1996.  His  interest  in  sharing  birds  with  all  of  us  will  be  dear¬ 
ly  missed. 


IN  MEMORIAM: 

ANNA  LEE  STEVENSON 

Anna  Lee  Stevenson  died  August  6,  1996.  She  was  a  valued  member  of 
the  Owensboro  chapter  and,  indeed,  of  the  state  Kentucky  Ornithological 
Society.  She  was  wife  of  Tommy  Stevenson,  an  active  member  of  the  K.O.S. 
for  many  years.  Together  they  participated  in  nearly  all  of  our  activities,  such 
as  the  Christmas  Count.  Anna  Lee  will  be  missed  by  the  K.O.S.  members  and 
sincere  sympathies  are  expressed  to  Tommy  Stevenson  and  family. 
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THE  NESTING  SEASON  -  1996 
Fred  M.  Busroe 

Precipitation  in  early  June  was  above  normal  while  low  in  late  June  with 
temperatures  about  normal  for  the  month.  During  July  rainfall  was  normal  or  just 
above  normal  with  temperatures  ranging  slightly  below  normal.  The  total  num¬ 
ber  of  reports  being  submitted  was  below  normal,  however  a  highlight  is  the 
report  of  nesting  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  in  the  Red  River  Gorge.  The  number 
of  warblers  reported  from  eastern  Kentucky  was  good.  Some  interesting  obser¬ 
vations,  which  included  nesting  Osprey,  were  submitted  from  far  western 
Kentucky. 

Abbreviations  -  AJP  =  A.  J.  Jolly  Park,  Campbell  County;  BBS  =  Breeding 
Bird  Survey;  BCNP  =  Boone  County  Cliffs  Nature  Preserve,  Boone  County; 
BBM  -  Big  Black  Mountain,  Harlan  County;  BSF  =  Big  South  Fork  National 
River  Area,  McCreary  County,  BBS  for  US  Park  Service;  Bur  =  Burlington, 
Boone  County;  Camp  =  Campbell  County;  Car  =  Carlisle  County;  CRL  =  Cave 
Run  Lake,  Rowan  County;  Cum  =  Cumberland  County;  CGNP  =  Cumberland 
Gap  National  Park,  Bell  and  Harlan  Counties;  FtM  -  Fort  Mitchell,  Campbell 
County;  Ful  =  Fulton  County;  GCA  =  Greater  Cincinnati  Airport,  Boone  County; 
Ghe  =  Ghent  Power  Plant,  Carroll  County;  Han  =  Hanson,  Hopkins  County;  Har 
=  Hart  County;  HC  =  Highland  Cemetery,  Kenton  County;  Heg  =  Hegira  BBS, 
Cumberland  and  Monroe  Counties;  Hie  =  Hickman,  Fulton  County;  Ind  =  Indian 
Fort  Mountain,  Madison  County;  Jel  -  Jellico  BBS  for  US  Forest  Service, 
Whitley  County;  LBL  =  Land  Between  the  Lakes;  LCW  =  Lilley  Cornett's 
Woods,  Letcher  County;  LPew  =  Lake  Pewee,  Hopkins  County;  Mad  = 
Madisonville,  Hopkins  County;  MCFH  =  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan 
County;  Mel  =  Meldahl  Dam,  Bracken  County;  Mid  =  Middle  Creek,  Boone 
County;  Mont  =  Monticello  BBS,  McCreary  and  Wayne  Counties;  MP  = 
Mosley’s  Pond,  Logan  County;  ORNW  =  Ohio  River  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Lewis  County;  Pan  =  Paintsville  BBS.  Lawrence  and  Johnson  counties;  Pend  = 
Pendleton  County;  Pet  =  Petersburg,  Boone  County;  Phel  =  Phelps  BBS,  Pike 
County;  Pip  =  Pippa  Passes  BBS,  Knot  County;  Ren  =  Renfro  Valley,  Rockcastle 
County;  SD  =  Smithland  Dam,  Livingston  County;  SG  =  Silver  Grove,  Campbell 
County;  Sun  =  Sunnybrook  BBS,  Clinton  and  Wayne  County;  Swan  =  Swan 
Lake.  Ballard  County;  SCCT  =  Swift’s  Camp  Creek  Trail  ,  Red  River  Gorge, 
Wolfe  County;  Wic  =  Wickcliffe,  Ballard  County. 

Double-crested  Cormorant  —  One  on  13  July  at  Swan  (Hap,  CP). 

Great  Blue  Heron  —  One  on  5,  6,  and  15  July  in  Har  (MS);  1 15  on  27 
July  in  transient  ponds  south  of  Hie  (Hap,  CP). 

Great  Egret  —  37  on  5  July  and  120  on  27  July  in  transient  ponds  south 
of  Hie  (Hap,  BP);  one  at  MP  on  27  July  (MB). 

Snowy  Egret  —  75+  on  27  July  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  #9,  Ful  (Hap,  CP). 
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Little  Blue  Heron  —  Approximately  100  adults  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake 
#9,  Ful  on  27  July  (Hap,  CP). 

Cattle  Egret  —  One  at  Pet  farm  pond  on  20  July  (LMc);  one  on  27  July 
at  Lake  #9,  Ful  (Hap,  CP). 

Green  Heron  —  One  on  21  June  at  SG  (FR);  2  on  1 1  July  at  SG  (FR); 
one  seen  on  22  and  26  July  in  Har  (MS);  5  at  MP  on  27  July  (MB);  normal 
numbers  of  about  100  per  trip  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron  —  One  immature  on  20  July  at  a  Pet  farm 
pond  (LMc);  one  adult  on  27  July  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Canada  Goose  —  30  on  27  July  east  of  levee,  near  Hie  (Hap,  CP). 

Wood  Duck  —  Three  separate  broods  were  present  at  Pet  farm  pond  dur¬ 
ing  June  (LMc);  6  on  17  July  in  SG  (FR);  2  on  27  July  east  of  levee  near  Hie 
(Hap,  CP);  30  on  27  July  at  MP  (MB);  2  on  30  July  at  SG  (FR). 

Mallard  —  Eight  young  on  27  July  at  Swan  (Hap,  CP). 

Blue-winged  Teal  —  10  on  27  July  east  of  levee  near  Hie  (CP). 

Black  Vulture  —  Active  nest  on  Manchester  2  on  8  June  at  ORNW 
(RG);  one  on  5  July  in  Car,  one  on  27  July  in  Ful  (CP). 

Turkey  Vulture  —  Active  nest  in  abandoned  house  basement  on 
Manchester  2  on  8  June  at  ORNW  (RG);  fairly  common  in  area  west  of  LBL  but 
no  large  groups  (CP). 

Osprey  —  Nesting  activity  in  Land  Between  the  Lakes: 

Nest  #1.  Two  adults  and  two  young  present  on  platform  on  1  July  but 
vacated  on  16  July  near  US  68  bridge,  Trigg  County  (Hap,  CP); 

Nest  #2.  Two  adults  and  one  juvenile  feeding  at  nesting  platform 
near  Silo  Overlook,  LBL  during  mid-July  (CP); 

Nest  #3.  Two  adults  and  two  juveniles  during  mid-July  at  nest  on 
electric  tower  5  miles  south  of  SD  (JE,  MM,  CP). 

Bald  Eagle  —  Two  at  LBL,  Trigg  County,  on  2  July  (MB). 

Mississippi  Kite  —  Less  frequent  this  year.  On  six  visits,  only  twice 
found  more  than  two  birds  -  three  over  Hie  on  10  July  and  two  over  Wic  (CP). 

Broad-winged  Hawk  —  One  on  13  June  at  Camp  Springs,  Camp  (FR); 
one  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS). 


Red-shouldered  Hawk  —  One  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS). 


74 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


Vol.  72 


Red-tailed  Hawk  —  Active  nests  were  observed  at  Wolpers  Creek,  Boone 
County  and  at  Ghe  (LMc);  one  to  six  seen  during  July  in  Har  (MS). 

Wild  Turkey  —  Two  on  5  June  at  Jel  and  one  at  BSF  on  14  June  (S3). 

Northern  Bobwhite  —  Two  on  2 1  June  in  SG  (FR);  abundant  in  open  areas 
along  Mayfield  Creek,  Car  (CP);  10  on  28  and  30  July  in  rural  Camp  (FR). 

Killdeer  —  Normal  numbers  west  of  LBL  (CP). 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  —  2  on  13  July  and  3  on  18  July  near  Swan  (Hap,  CP). 

Solitary  Sandpiper  —  5  on  13  July  near  Swan  (Hap,  CP);  one  on  30  July  at 
SG  (FR);  one  on  31  July  at  LPew  (JWH). 

Spotted  Sandpiper  —  Three  on  27  July  at  Hie  (Hap,  CP). 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  —  Six  on  27  July  near  Hie  (Hap,  CP). 

Least  Sandpiper  —  10  on  13  July  near  Swan  (Hap,  CP). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  —  4  on  13  July  near  Swan  (Hap,  CP). 

Dunlin  —  One  showing  black  on  belly  on  13  July  near  Swan  (Hap,  CP). 

Dowitcher  —  Two  on  13  July  near  Swan  (Hap,  CP). 

Ring-billed  Gull  —  Two  immatures  on  17  July  at  AJP  (FR). 

Least  Tern  —  One  on  13  July  near  Swan  (Hap,  CP);  12  on  27  July  at  Hie 
(Hap,  CP). 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  —  Two  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS). 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  —  Nine  on  5  June  at  Jel  and  7  at  BSF  on  14  June  (SS). 

Great  Horned  Owl  —  One  on  8  June  and  one  14  June  in  Har  (MS). 

Barred  Owl  —  Two  fledglings  on  15  June  at  Camp  Springs,  Camp  (FR); 
recently  fledged  young  were  noted  along  MC  mid-June  (LMc);  one  present  from 
21  to  28  July  near  Han  (BW). 

Chuck- will’s- Widow  —  One  still  calling  on  28  July  at  Han  (BW). 

Whip-poor-will  —  One  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS). 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  —  Three  on  5  June  at  Jel  and  2  at  BSF  on  14 
June  (SS);  3  males  and  5  females  at  feeder  June  and  July  at  Han  (BW);  as  many 
as  30  at  a  feeder  during  the  period  near  Han  (KD). 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee  —  Six  at  Jel  on  5  June  and  one  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS). 

Acadian  Flycatcher  —  Three  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  34  on  6  June  on  CGNP 
BBS  (BS);  2  on  6  June  Heg  (SS);  one  at  MP  on  9  June  (MB);  two  on  14  June  at 
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BSF  (SS);  7  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS);  8  on  21  June  at  Pip  (SS);  2  on  16  July  at  Mel 
(FR);  one  at  MP  on  27  July  (MB). 

Willow  FLycatcher  —  One  at  Elk  Creek  Road,  Mad  (JWH);  3  singing 
throughout  June  at  MCFH  (FB). 

Least  Flycatcher  —  Three  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  10  on  22  June  at 
Phel  (SS). 

Eastern  Kingbird  —  Two  on  27  June  at  Ren  (FR);  4  to  6  present  at  MCFH 
during  the  period  (FB). 

Bank  Swallow  —  50  active  nests  at  head  of  Manchester  2  on  16  June  at 
ORNW  (RG). 

Cliff  Swallow  —  40  at  thirty  nests  on  16  July  at  Mel  (FR);  approximately 
35  using  nests  at  CRL  dam  (FB). 

Purple  Martin  —  40  at  nest  gourds  on  9  July  in  SG  (FR);  50+  (mostly 
females  and  young)  on  20  July  at  SG,  birds  had  vacated  this  colony  by  29  July  (FR). 

Fish  Crow  —  Heard  one  or  two  on  several  trips  to  far  western  Kentucky  but 
not  as  numerous  as  previous  years  (CP). 

Veery  —  Fourteen  were  near  the  summit  of  BBM  on  29  June  (FR). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  —  A  pair  was  seen  on  17  June  and  1  July  at 
SCCT;  a  total  of  4,  including  a  male  feeding  one  young  in  same  location  of  SCCT; 

2  observed  on  22  July  at  SCCT  (FR).  For  details  see  The  Kentucky  Warbler, 
August  1996:  Vol.  72,  No.  3.  This  first  nesting  record  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee. 

Gray  Catbird  —  Four  on  9  June  at  MP  (MB). 

Northern  Mockingbird  —  A  nest  at  HC  in  June,  a  nest  with  3  eggs  in  FtM 
on  5  June  and  a  nest  with  4  young  on  4  July  at  Bur  (LMc);  rather  common  obser¬ 
vation  near  Mad  during  season  (JWH). 

Loggerhead  Shrike  —  Three  on  18  July,  a  pair  nested  about  5  miles  east  of 
Hie  (CP). 

White-eyed  Vireo  —  Seven  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  1 1  at  Heg  on  6 
June  (SS);  4  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS);  17  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  45  at  Pan 
on  21  June  (BS);  5  on  21  June  at  Pip  (SS);  two  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS);  14 
observed  during  June  on  four  trips  near  Mad  (JWH). 

Solitary  Vireo  —  One  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  8  at  CGNP  on  6  June  (BS); 

3  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS). 
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Yellow-throated  Vireo  —  Six  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  6  on  6  June  at 
CGNP  (BS);  5  at  Heg  on  6  June  (SS);  6  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  7  on  21  June 
at  Pan  (BS);  4  at  Pip  on  21  June  (SS);  5  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS);  single  birds 
observed  on  19  June,  28  June,  and  on  5  July  near  Mad  (JWH). 

Warbling  Vireo  —  Four  on  9  June  at  MP  (MB);  10  observed  near  Mad 
during  the  period  (JWH). 

Red-eyed  Vireo  —  77  on  5  June  at  JEL  (SS);  the  largest  number  report¬ 
ed  was  1 15  at  CGNP  on  6  June  (BS);  41  on  6  June  at  Heg  (SS);  77  on  14  June 
at  BSF  (SS);  45  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  84  at  Pan  on  21  June  (BS);  90  on 
21  June  at  Pip  (SS);  95  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS);  4  on  26  June  at  Ind  and  2  on 
27  June  at  Ren  (FR). 

Blue-winged  Warbler  —  One  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  one  on  15  June 
at  Mont  (SS);  16  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS);  6  on  21  June  at  Pip  (SS);  3  at  Phe 
on  22  June  (SS). 

Northern  Parula  — Twelve  on  1  June  at  SCCT  (FR);  5  on  5  June  at  Jel 
(SS);  5  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  7  on  6  June  at  Heg  (SS);  1 1  on  21  June  at 
Pan  (BS). 

Yellow  Warbler  —  15  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  52  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS). 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  —  One  was  found  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  18  on 
29  June  at  the  summit  of  BBM  (FR). 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  —  Eight  at  the  summit  of  BBM  and 
two  lower  on  the  mountain  on  29  June  (FR). 

Black -throated  Green  Warbler  —  Twenty  at  SCCT  on  1  June  (FR);  7 
on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  31  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS);  6  on  15  June  at  Mont 
(SS);  one  at  Pip  on  21  June  (SS). 

Yellow-throated  Warbler  —  Four  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  7  on  6  June 
at  CGNP  (BS);  one  on  6  June  at  Heg  (SS);  10  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS);  10  on 
15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  6  at  Pan  on  21  June  (BS);  3  on  21  June  at  Pip  (SS). 

Pine  Warbler  —  One  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  10  on  14  June  at  BSF 
(SS);  2  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  four  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS). 

Prairie  Warbler  —  One  on  4  June  at  SG  (FR);  two  on  6  June  at  CGNP 
(BS);  13  on  6  June  at  Heg  (SS);  10  in  southern  Camp  on  12  June  (FR);  8  on 
14  June  at  BSF  (SS);  17  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  28  on  2 1  June  at  Pan  (BS). 

Cerulean  Warbler  —  34  was  the  largest  number  observed  on  5  June  at  Jel 
(SS);  two  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  one  on  6  June  at  Heg  (SS);  9  on  21  June  at  Pip 
(SS);  4  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS);  8  were  singing  on  23  June  in  southern  Camp  (FR). 
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Black-and-White  Warbler  —  Ten  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  8  on  6  June  at 
CGNP  (BS);  17  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS);  4  at  Mont  on  15  June  (SS);  3  on  21 
June  at  Pan  (BS);  9  on  21  June  at  Pip  (SS);  6  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS). 

American  Redstart  —  Eleven  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  two  on  6  June  at 
CGNP  (BS);  one  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  2  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS);  2  on  21 
June  at  Pip  (SS);  4  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS). 

Prothonotary  Warbler  —  Two  on  9  June  at  MP  (MB);  9  were  observed 
on  five  trips  during  June  near  Mad  (JWH). 

Worm-eating  Warbler  —  Eight  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  three  on  6  June 
at  CGNP  (BS);  18  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS);  4  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  small 
numbers  were  present  on  15  June  at  BCNP  (LMc);  4  on  21  June  at  Pip  (SS); 
6  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS). 

Swainson’s  Warbler  —  One  was  seen  on  1  and  2  June  at  SCCT  (FR); 
three  were  counted  on  the  CGNP  BBS  on  6  June  (BS). 

Ovenbird  —  Twenty-two  were  observed  on  1  June  at  SCCT  (FR);  29  on 
5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  53  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  9  at  Heg  on  6  June  (SS);  54 
on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS);  1 1  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  small  numbers  were  pre¬ 
sent  on  15  June  at  BCNP  (LMc);  13  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS);  47  at  Pip  on  21 
June  (SS);  34  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS);  two  on  27  June  at  Ren  (FR). 

Louisiana  Waterthrush  —  One  on  1  June  at  SCCT  (FR);  four  on  5  June 
at  Jel  (SS);  six  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS). 

Kentucky  Warbler  —  Seven  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  10  at  CGNP  on  6 
June  (BS);  2  on  6  June  at  Mont  (SS);  one  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS);  12  on  21 
June  at  Pan  (BS);  12  on  21  June  at  Pip  (SS);  12  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS). 

Common  Yellowthroat  —  14  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  29  on  6  June  at  Heg 
(SS);  20  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  a  high  number  of  90  was  recorded  on  21  June 
at  Pan  BBS  (BS);  17  on  21  June  at  Pip  (SS);  12  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS). 

Hooded  Warbler  —  18  were  at  SCCT  on  1  June  (FR);  17  on  5  June  at 
Jel  (SS);  20  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  two  on  6  June  at  Heg  (SS);  44  on  14 
June  at  BSF  (SS);  18  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  9  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS);  15 
on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS)  19  on  22  June  at  Phel  (SS);  nest  with  three  hatchlings 
at  LCW  on  30  June  (FR). 

Canada  Warbler  —  Two  near  the  summit  of  BBM  on  29  June  (FR). 

Yellow-breasted  Chat  —  Twelve  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  9  on  6  June  at 
CGNP  (BS);  24  on  6  June  at  Heg  (SS);  18  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS);  24  on  15 
June  at  Mont  (SS);  42  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS);  9  on  21  June  at  Pip  (SS);  4  at 
Phel  on  22  June  (SS). 
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Summer  Tanager  —  Two  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  4  on  6  June  at  Heg 
(SS);  8  on  15  June  at  Mont  (SS);  13  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS);  2  on  21  June  at 
Pip  (SS);  2  at  Phel  on  22  June  (SS);  2  on  26  June  at  Ind  (FR);  one  on  21  July 
at  Highland  Heights  Nature  Trail,  Camp  (FR). 

Scarlet  Tanager  —  20  on  5  June  at  Jel  (SS);  1 1  observed  on  6  June  at 
CGNP  (BS);  2  on  6  June  at  Heg  (SS);  21  on  14  June  at  BSF  (SS);  16  on  15 
June  at  Mont  (SS);  one  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS);  7  on  21  June  at  Pip  (SS);  5  on 
22  June  at  Phel  (SS);  8  were  seen  on  three  trips  near  Mad  in  June,  above  nor¬ 
mal  for  the  area  (JWH). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  —  Two  at  the  summit  of  BBM  on  29  June  (FR). 

Blue  Grosbeak  —  Two  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  6  on  15  June  at  Mont 
(SS);  two  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS);  fifteen  sightings  of  single  males  and  pairs 
with  young  seen  along  AA  Highway  in  Camp  during  the  period  (FR);  one  on 
20  July  at  Pet  (LMc);  13  on  23  July  near  Brazzle  Bridge,  Mad  area  (JWH). 

Dickcissel  —  One  on  15  June  on  Mont  BBS  (SS);  one  to  three  observed 
in  27  different  dates  during  the  period  in  Har  (MS);  29  on  24  June  in  northern 
Hopkins  County  (JWH);  20  to  30  heard  and  observed  in  Canewood  area, 
Clark  County  on  4  and  22  July,  8  on  23  July  in  Bourbon  County  (FR);  two  in 
central  Logan  County  on  15  July  (MB). 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  —  One  on  15  June  on  Mont  (SS);  one  adult  and 
two  juveniles  on  6  July  at  the  GCA  (LMc);  one  to  five  seen  on  14  different 
dates  in  Har  (MS);  2  at  Snyder  Airport,  Pend  on  28  July  (FR). 

Dark-eyed  Junco  —  Four  with  one  feeding  young  on  29  June  at  the 
summit  of  BBM  (FR). 

Orchard  Oriole  —  Five  on  4  June  in  SG  (FR);  6  on  15  June  at  Mont 
(SS);  5  on  6  June  at  CGNP  (BS);  8  on  6  June  at  Heg  (SS);  8  on  15  June  at 
Mont  (SS);  8  on  21  June  at  Pan  (BS);  2  at  Pip  on  21  June  (SS);  one  at  Phel  on 
22  June  (SS). 

Baltimore  Oriole  —  Two  on  4  June  in  SG  (FR);  one  at  CGNP  on  6  June 
(BS);  one  on  5  June  at  LPew,  rare  for  this  area  (JWH). 

Contributors  -  Fred  Busroe  (FB),  Mark  Bennett  (MB),  Hap  Chambers 
(Hap),  Kathy  Dickerson  (KD),  J.T.  Ervin  (JE),  Ruby  A.  Gelis  (RG),  James  W. 
Hancock  (JWH),  Lee  McNeely  (LMc),  Mike  Miller  (MM),  Clell  Peterson 
(CP),  Frank  Renfrow  (FR),  Barbara  Stedman  (BS),  Stephen  Stedman  (SS), 
Mitchell  Sturgeon  (MS),  Bonnie  West  (BW). 

—  UPO  1352,  Morehead  State  University,  Morehead,  KY  40351. 
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PROVISIONING  OF  NESTLINGS  BY  MALE  AND 
FEMALE  DOWNY  WOODPECKERS 

Jeffrey  A.  Hawkins  and  Gary  Ritchison 
Department  of  Biological  Sciences 
Eastern  Kentucky  University 
Richmond,  KY  40475 


INTRODUCTION 

With  the  exception  of  brood  parasites  like  Brown-headed  Cowbirds 
( Molothrus  ater),  most  birds  provide  some  type  of  parental  care  after  eggs  are  laid 
(Lack  1968,  Skutch  1976).  This  care  may  involve  such  behaviors  as  incubating, 
brooding,  or  nest  defense.  However,  among  the  most  widely  studied  aspects  of 
avain  parental  care  is  the  feeding  of  nestlings,  and  recent  studies  have  revealed 
considerable  variation  in  the  extent  to  which  males  and  females  provide  such  care. 
The  reasons  for  such  variation  are  not  clearly  understood  and  additional  studies  of 
species  in  a  variety  of  taxonomic  groups  are  clearly  needed. 

Most  studies  of  parental  behavior  to  date  have  been  with  passerines,  and  less 
is  known  about  such  behavior  in  some  other  groups  of  birds,  including  wood¬ 
peckers.  The  objective  of  our  study  was  to  examine  the  provisioning  behavior  of 
males  and  females  in  one  species  of  woodpecker,  the  Downy  Woodpecker 
(Pico  ides  pubescens). 

METHODS 

Downy  Woodpeckers  were  studied  at  the  Central  Kentucky  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  located  17  km  southeast  of  Richmond,  Kentucky.  Feeding  sta¬ 
tions  stocked  with  sunflower  seeds  and  suet  were  established  in  early  February 
1994.  Beginning  on  28  March,  downies  coming  to  feed  at  these  stations  were  cap¬ 
tured  in  mist  nets.  Captured  downies  were  banded  with  a  National  Biological 
Service  aluminum  band  plus  a  unique  combination  of  colored,  plastic  bands. 
Subsequent  observations  of  these  individually-marked  woodpeckers  enabled  us  to 
locate  four  nest  sites. 

From  21  May  through  1  June  1994,  observations  of  adults  visiting  cavity 
entrances  were  made  at  4  nests  using  camcorders.  Camcorders  were  mounted  in 
specially-constructed  boxes  about  4  to  5  meters  from  the  nest  cavity  entrances.  At 
each  nest  site,  these  boxes  were  left  in  place  throughout  the  taping  period  to  allow 
adults  to  acclimate  to  their  presence.  Videotaping  of  nests  occurred  sometime  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  from  10  to  20  days  post-hatching.  Nestling  age  was  determined  by 
noting  the  date  of  fledging  and  assuming  a  nestling  period  of  21  days  (Yom-Tov 
andAr  1993). 

Videotapes  were  subsequently  viewed  to  determine  the  identity  of  adults 
(male  or  female)  visiting  the  nest  and  the  duration  of  each  nest  visit.  We  also  noted 
whether  the  visiting  adult  entered  the  nest  cavity  and,  if  so,  whether  they  left  with 
a  fecal  sac. 

Possible  differences  in  behavior  between  adult  males  and  females  were 
examined  using  chi-square  tests  and  Wilcoxon  tests.  All  statistical  analyses  were 
conducted  using  the  Statistical  Analysis  System  (SAS  Institute  1989). 

RESULTS 

Each  of  the  four  woodpecker  nests  was  videotaped  on  an  average  of  4.75 
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days,  ranging  from  3  to  6  days.  Taping  time  at  each  of  the  four  nests  ranged  from 
4.2  to  12.75  hours,  with  a  total  taping  time  (all  four  nests  combined)  of  33.4  hours. 

Overall,  adult  Downy  Woodpeckers  made  383  food  deliveries  to  nests  ( 1 1 .47 
visits/hour).  Adult  males  made  significantly  (%2  =  10. 1.  P  =  0.02)  more  visits  (N  = 
208  or  6.23  visits/hour)  than  did  females  (N  =  175  or  5.24  visits/hour).  Males 
made  more  visits  to  nest  cavities  than  females  at  two  nests  (60  vs.  46  and  101  vs. 
71,  respectively),  the  number  of  visits  by  male  and  female  was  similar  at  one  nest 
(20  vs.  22),  and  a  female  made  more  visits  than  her  mate  at  one  nest  (36  vs.  27). 

The  duration  of  visits  by  males  and  females  differed  significantly  (z  =  4.5,  P 
<  0.0001),  with  males  remaining  at  nests  an  average  of  24.4  sec  and  females  an 
average  of  13.0  sec.  Males  entered  cavities  significantly  more  often  than  females 
(X:  =  1 1.4,  P  =  0.001),  with  males  entering  31  times  and  females  7  times.  Males 
were  also  significantly  more  likely  to  remove  fecal  sacs  from  cavities  (x2  =  16.8, 
P  <  0.0001 ),  with  males  observed  removing  fecal  sacs  20  times  and  females  never 
observed  doing  so. 

DISCUSSION 

Our  results  indicate  that  male  Downy  Woodpeckers  contribute  as  much  or,  at 
least  among  some  pairs,  more  parental  care  during  the  nestling  period  than  do 
females.  Similarly,  Kilham  ( 1983:26)  observed  parental  behavior  at  six  Downy 
Woodpecker  nests  and  found  that  males  and  females  “feed  their  young  about 
equally."  Kilham  (1983)  also  noted  that  males  were  more  frequently  involved  in 
nest  sanitation  (removing  fecal  sacs)  than  were  females.  Lawrence  (1966)  moni¬ 
tored  three  Downy  Woodpecker  nests  and  reported  that  males  and  females  fed 
nestlings  at  similar  rates. 

Among  woodpeckers  in  general,  males  appear  to  feed  nestlings  at  similar  or 
higher  rates  than  do  females.  For  example,  Lawrence  (1966:1 17)  also  examined 
the  parental  provisioning  behavior  of  Hairy  Woodpeckers  (Picoides  villosus), 
Common  Flickers  (Colaptes  auratus),  and  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers 
(Sphyrapicus  varius)  and  observed  that  “in  general,  the  male’s  share  in  feeding  the 
young  is  greater  than  the  female’s...”  Kilham  (1983)  observed  two  pairs  of 
Pileated  Woodpeckers  (Dryocopus  pileatus)  and  found  similar  numbers  of  feed¬ 
ing  visits  to  nests  by  males  and  females. 

Males  and  females  have  been  reported  to  feed  nestlings  at  similar  rates  in  a 
variety  of  species,  including  Northern  Mockingbirds  (Mimus  polyglottos; 
Breitwisch  et  al.  1986),  Tree  Swallows  (Tachycineta  bicolor;  Leffelaar  and 
Robertson  1986),  Bachman’s  Sparrows  (Aimophila  aestivalis;  Haggerty  1992) 
and  several  other  species  (Best  1977,  Knapton  1984,  Lyon  et  al.  1987).  In  other 
species,  however,  females  feed  nestlings  at  higher  rates  than  do  males  (Nolan 
1978,  Pinkowski  1978,  Howe  1979). 

The  reasons  for  these  differences  among  socially  monogamous  species  are 
not  clearly  understood  (Breitwisch  et  al.  1986).  However,  at  least  two  factors  may 
contribute  to  variation  in  levels  of  male  parental  care  and,  more  specifically,  to  the 
relatively  high  levels  of  parental  care  exhibited  by  male  Downy  Woodpeckers. 
First,  opportunities  to  engage  in  extra-pair  copulations  vary  among  populations 
and  species  and  a  male  may  seek  copulations  with  other  females  according  to  the 
costs  and  benefits  of  provisioning  his  own  offspring  (Birkhead  and  Mpller  1992). 
In  other  words,  if  male  parental  care  is  important,  a  male  should  spend  more  effort 
on  parental  duties  than  on  the  acquisition  of  additional  females  (Birkhead  and 
Moller  1992). 
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Second,  the  population  sex  ratio  may  dramatically  influence  levels  of  male 
parental  care  ( Breitwisch  et  al.  1 986).  For  example,  if  the  sex  ratio  is  male-biased, 
males  probably  have  little  opportunity  to  change  mates  or  acquire  additional 
females.  As  a  result,  females  may  demand  a  level  of  parental  care  greater  than 
males  would  give  if  they  could  obtain  additional  mates  (Breitwisch  et  al.  1986). 
In  contrast,  if  the  breeding  adult  sex  ratio  is  unity  or  female-biased,  males  might 
be  able  to  decrease  their  level  of  parental  care  at  no  cost  to  their  reproductive  suc¬ 
cess.  This  could  occur  because  females  might  compensate  for  a  reduced  level  of 
male  parental  care  or  the  rate  of  weight  gain  by  nestlings  might  decrease  very  lit¬ 
tle,  and  young  would  fledge  at  only  slightly  lighter  weights.  In  both  cases,  males 
may  not  experience  a  reduction  in  reproductive  success  (Breitwisch  et  al.  1986). 
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THE  KENTUCKY  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
FALL  MEETING 

October  4-6, 1996 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  held  its  fall  meeting  at  Ken  Lake  State 
Resort  Park  October  4-6,  1996.  Vice-president  Wendell  Kingsolver  presided  at  the 
Friday  evening  program.  After  he  welcomed  everyone  to  the  meeting,  he  received 
a  very  positive  response  to  the  question  of  how  many  attendees  were  new.  Wendell 
informed  the  group  that  three  field  trips,  one  to  the  dams  lead  by  Brainard  Palmer- 
Ball,  Jr.,  one  to  Hematite  Lake  and  the  Nature  Center  in  the  Land  Between  the 
Lakes  lead  by  Fred  Busroe  and  Blaine  Ferrell,  and  one  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lodge 
lead  by  Willard  Gray,  would  begin  at  8:00  a.m.  on  Saturday.  Next,  he  introduced 
the  evening  speakers.  The  first  was  Lisa  Gericke,  Wildlife  Biologist  with 
Westvaco  Corporation,  who  described  Westvaco's  new  wildlife  management  area 
and  its  birds.  Jim  Williams  and  Dona  Coates  reported  on  the  variety  of  shorebirds 
they  observed  on  their  trip  to  the  Memphis  Sewage  Ponds  under  the  guidance  of 
Jeff  Wilson.  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  thanked  members  of  the  Kentucky 
Ornithological  Society  for  their  help  on  the  Kentucky  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  which 
has  recently  been  published.  He  brought  copies  of  the  new  book  for  members  to 
purchase  at  a  reduced  rate.  Clell  Peterson  gave  an  impassionated  talk  on  reasons 
for  the  decline  of  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  in  the  Hickman  Bottoms  based  on  his 
years  of  experience  with  the  area  and  noted  environmental  changes.  A  social  hour, 
graciously  hosted  by  the  Kingsolvers  in  their  lodge  room,  followed  the  talks. 

The  K.O.S.  Board  met  at  3:30  p.m.  on  Saturday  in  Meeting  Room  A  of  the 
lodge. 

Wendell  Kingsolver  opened  the  Saturday  evening  program  by  announcing  a 
gift  of  $1,000  from  the  Beckham  Bird  Club  to  support  the  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr. 
Avian  Research  Grant  Fund.  Blaine  Ferrell  than  compiled  the  checklist  of  birds 
observed  during  the  field  trips.  A  total  of  90  species  was  recorded.  Wendell  then 
introduced  the  guest  speaker,  Ginny  Kingsolver.  Ginny,  with  assistance  from 
Wendell,  presented  an  excellent  program  with  slides  of  the  flora,  fauna,  and  land¬ 
scape  encountered  during  their  1995  trip  to  South  Africa.  Brainard  Palmer-Ball, 
Jr.  made  copies  of  The  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  of  Kentucky  available  for  sale  to  the 
members  both  before  and  after  the  Saturday  evening  program.  Field  trips  to  the 
dam  area,  the  Land  Between  the  Lakes,  including  the  Silo  Overlook  area,  and  near 
the  lodge  were  planned  for  Sunday. 

The  spring  meeting  will  be  held  at  Barren  River  State  Resort  Park,  April  25- 
27,  1997. 


ATTENDANCE  AT  THE  FALL  MEETING 

BENTON:  Denise  Boaz  and  Gene  Boaz 
BEREA:  Art  Ricketts  and  Tina  Ricketts 

BOWLING  GREEN:  Lester  Doyle,  Blaine  Ferrell  and  David  Roemer 
BURLINGTON:  Joe  Caminiti,  Kathy  Caminiti,  Lee  McNeely  and  Lynda 
McNeely 

CADIZ:  Cookie  Gray  and  Willard  Gray 
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CARLISLE:  Ginny  Kingsolver  and  Wendell  Kingsolver 
COX’S  CREEK:  Dona  Coates  and  Roger  Coates 
CUNNINGHAM:  Maurica  Toon 
DANVILLE:  Neil  Eklund 

FALLS  OF  ROUGH:  Kathryn  Clay  and  Joyce  Porter 
GILBERTS VILLE:  Rowena  Cary 
LEXINGTON:  Jim  Williams 

LOUISVILLE:  Mary  Bill  Bauer,  Kay  Mudd,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  Martha 
S.  Pike,  Robert  L.  Pike,  Jerry  Whitfield  and  Norma  Whitfield 
MACEO:  Bert  Powell  and  Millie  Powell 
MOREHEAD:  Fred  Busroe 

MORGANTOWN:  Carroll  Tichenor  and  Doris  Tichenor 
MUNFORDVILLE:  Logan  Kistler  and  Steve  Kistler 

MURRAY:  Hap  Chambers,  Hunter  Hancock,  Mike  Miller,  Carl  Mowery,  Clell 
Peterson  and  Sandra  Sanders 

OWENSBORO:  Carolyn  Hast,  Robert  Hast,  Janet  Howard,  Marilee  Thompson, 
Wendell  Thompson  and  Bill  Tyler 

PADUCAH:  Bernice  Caddell,  Kevin  Gericke,  Lisa  Gericke,  Bonnie  McNeely 
and  Sam  McNeely 

RICHMOND:  A.L.  Whitt,  Willie  Whitt,  Janet  Wickersham  and  J.D.  Wickersham 

RUSSELLVILLE:  Mark  Bennett  and  Tommie  Gail  Bennett 

UTICA:  Brenda  Eaden  and  Tony  Eaden 

WINCHESTER:  Lowell  Strine  and  Susan  Strine 

DYERSBURG,  TN:  Betty  Leggett  and  Ken  Leggett 


BIRDS  OBSERVED  AT  THE  FALL  MEETING,  1996 

Birds  observed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  on  field  trips  at  Ken  Lake  State 
Resort  Park  and  the  Land  Between  the  Lakes  were  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Double- 
crested  Cormorant,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Black-crowned  Night-Heron,  Canada 
Goose,  Wood  Duck,  Mallard,  Turkey  Vulture,  Osprey,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk, 
Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  American 
Kestrel,  Merlin,  Wild  Turkey,  Killdeer,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull,  Forster’s  Tern,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo,  Eastern  Screech-Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Chimney  Swift,  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker,  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy 
Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Eastern  Wood-Pewee, 
Empidonax  sp„  Eastern  Phoebe,  Bam  Swallow,  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow, 
Carolina  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Carolina  Wren, 
House  Wren,  Eastern  Bluebird,  Swainson’s  Thrush,  Hermit  Thrush,  American 
Robin,  Gray  Catbird,  Northern  Mockingbird,  Brown  Thrasher,  Cedar  Waxwing, 
European  Starling,  White-eyed  Vireo,  Warbling  Vireo,  Philadelphia  Vireo,  Red¬ 
eyed  Vireo,  Golden-winged  Warbler,  Tennessee  Warbler,  Nashville  Warbler, 
Northern  Parula,  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  Magnolia  Warbler,  Cape  May  Warbler, 
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Yellow-rumped  Warbler,  Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  Yellow-throated 
Warbler,  Pine  Warbler,  Palm  Warbler,  Bay-breasted  Warbler,  Black-and-White 
Warbler,  American  Redstart,  Common  Yellowthroat,  Yellow-breasted  Chat, 
Summer  Tanager,  Scarlet  Tanager,  Northern  Cardinal,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak, 
Indigo  Bunting,  Eastern  Towhee,  Chipping  Sparrow,  White-crowned  Sparrow, 
Red-winged  Blackbird,  Eastern  Meadowlark,  Common  Grackle,  House  Finch, 
American  Goldfinch,  and  House  Sparrow  for  a  total  of  90  species.  A  Bewick’s 
Wren  and  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  were  added  from  Sunday  morning  field  trips 
bringing  the  total  to  92  species  for  the  weekend. 


BOOK  REVIEWS 

Stokes  Field  Guide  To  Birds:  Eastern  Region, 

by  Donald  and  Lillian  Stokes. 

Little,  Brown  and  Company,  Boston,  1996; 

471  pp.,  over  900  color  illustrations,  flexible  cover,  $16.95. 

This  is  the  fourth  field  guide  I  have  reviewed  and  to  some  extent  the  most 
impressive  because  of  its  vast  amount  of  information.  The  authors  call  it  “a  bird 
guide  for  the  21st  century.”  It  contains  the  usual  field  guide  information,  but  it  also 
provides  information  on  breeding  biology,  vocalizations,  behavior,  and  conserva¬ 
tion.  These  are  aspects  of  what  the  authors  call  “three-dimensional  birding  -  iden¬ 
tification,  behavior,  and  conservation.” 

In  this  guide  there  is  no  time  lost  in  locating  orders  and  families  of  birds. 
Inside  the  flexible  front  and  back  covers  is  an  alphabetical  index  to  the  various 
groups  of  birds  with  page  numbers  given  for  each  group.  A  color  tab  index  to  bird 
groups  faces  the  front  and  back  covers,  leading  one  immediately  to  the  section  of 
the  book  containing  that  bird  group.  For  the  beginning  birder  there  is  a  division 
entitled  Quick  Guide  to  the  Most  Common  Birds,  which  contains  photographs  of 
the  species  most  commonly  seen  about  the  home  and  at  feeders.  There  are  also  six 
inclusions  entitled  Learning  Pages  to  assist  the  beginning  birder  in  identifying 
hawks,  shorebirds,  gulls,  flycatchers,  warblers,  and  sparrows;  these  inclusions 
contain  photographs  and  identification  tips  for  these  less  easily  identified  species. 
However,  it  lacks  a  desirable  feature  found  in  field  guides  by  Peterson  and 
Robbins,  et  al.  -  illustrations  of  similar  species  on  the  same  page. 

The  Species  Accounts  are  packed  with  information.  A  typical  page  contains 
common  name,  scientific  name,  photograph.  North  American  range  map,  and 
units  entitled  identification,  feeding,  nesting,  other  behavior,  habitat,  voice,  and 
concentration.  Symbols  of  a  bird  feeder  and  a  birdhouse  are  used  to  indicate  those 
species  that  may  be  seen  at  feeders  or  which  may  live  in  bird  houses.  The  unit  enti¬ 
tled  Feeding  will  list  the  preferred  food  for  those  birds  utilizing  feeders.  The  pho¬ 
tographs  for  the  most  part  are  excellent,  often  showing  adult  and  immature 
plumage,  male  and  female  plumages  in  those  sexually  dimorphic  species,  and  sea¬ 
sonal  plumages  for  some  birds.  The  range  maps  are  postage-stamp  size  and  lack 
visual  acuteness  when  blue  and  green  colors  adjoin.  The  Feeding  unit  includes 
major  food  items  and  in  some  species  the  method  of  feeding.  The  Nesting  unit 
includes  a  brief  description  of  the  nest,  clutch  size,  egg  description,  incubation 
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period,  fledgling  period,  number  of  broods  per  season,  and  the  developmental 
state  of  the  newly  hatched  bird.  The  unit  entitled  Other  Behavior  contains  unique 
behavior.  Comments  are  made  concerning  habitat.  Brief  descriptions  of  sounds, 
sometimes  including  both  song  and  call,  are  given. 

The  method  of  presenting  information  about  the  conservation  status  of  each 
species  is  unique  and  can  rapidly  be  seen.  It  is  based  primarily  on  the  Breeding 
Bird  Survey  for  the  years  1966  through  1993  and  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  for 
the  years  1965  through  1989.  Arrows  are  used  to  show  increases  or  decreases  in 
numbers.  Two  arrows  indicate  a  change  of  two  percent  or  more  per  year. 

I  was  impressed  with  the  amount  of  information  which  can  be  given  for  a 
species  on  one  page.  For  the  first  time  a  bird  enthusiast  can  identify  a  bird,  see  its 
range,  and  learn  of  its  natural  history  and  conservation  status  on  one  page.  I  do  not 
consider  this  publication  superior  to  that  of  Peterson  or  Robbins,  et  al.  in  identi¬ 
fying  birds  in  the  field,  but  its  wealth  of  information  enhances  its  value  and 
increases  the  biological  knowledge  of  those  using  it. 

-  H.  E.  SHADOWEN  ,  1927  Cedar  Ridge  Rd„  Bowling  Green,  KY  42101. 


The  Kentucky  Breeding  Bird  Atlas 

by  Braimard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 

The  University  Press  of  Kentucky,  Lexington ,  KY,  1996; 

384 pp.,  8.5  X  11  inches,  hard  cover,  $29.95. 

The  author  appropriately  begins  this  thorough  coverage  of  the  breeding  sta¬ 
tus  and  distribution  of  birds  in  Kentucky  with  a  rather  lengthy  list  of  acknowl¬ 
edgements  to  credit  the  numerous  volunteers  and  sponsoring  agencies  involved  in 
this  massive  project.  The  reader  is  then  introduced  to  the  censusing  techniques  and 
data  coding  used  in  generating  the  atlas  maps,  and  species  considered  notable  (/. e., 
rare,  threatened  or  endangered)  are  identified.  A  helpful  section  describing  popu¬ 
lation  trends  and  limitations  in  drawing  conclusions  based  on  the  data  are  includ¬ 
ed  under  the  Results  and  Discussion  section.  In  addition,  interesting  comparisons 
are  made  between  Atlas  data  and  Breeding  Bird  Survey  data  for  the  30  most  com¬ 
mon  species.  Data  processing,  census  area  coverage,  codes  indicating  evidence  of 
breeding,  species  abundance,  and  forest  cover  in  census  areas  are  described  in 
detail  in  order  for  the  reader  to  understand  data  presented  in  the  species  accounts 
which  make  up  the  vast  majority  of  the  book. 

Each  species  receives  a  two-page  coverage,  including  information  on  pre¬ 
ferred  habitat,  probable  distribution  and  abundance  in  Kentucky  prior  to  settle¬ 
ment,  distribution  and  abundance  of  breeding  species  now,  and  brief  nesting  biol¬ 
ogy.  Information  regarding  dates  of  peak  clutch  completion,  average  clutch  size, 
nest  site,  use  of  nest  materials,  construction,  and  height  is  also  included. 
Comments  are  made  regarding  species  trends,  where  appropriate.  A  nice  touch  is 
the  inclusion  of  an  excellent  black-and-white  photograph  of  each  species.  The  lay¬ 
out  of  data  on  each  species  is  handy  in  that  the  narrative  and  photograph  of  each 
bird  occurs  on  the  left  hand  page  and  the  maps  depicting  breeding  status  and  abun¬ 
dance,  analysis  of  block  data  by  physiographic  province,  and  the  summary  of 
breeding  status  are  on  the  facing  page. 
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The  book  concludes  with  sections  on  non-breeding  birds  observed  during 
censusing  and  extinct  or  breeding  species  extirpated  from  Kentucky.  Appendices 
describing  physiographic  provinces  complete  with  photographs  representative  of 
habitat  types  found  in  each  province,  a  table  listing  common  and  scientific  names 
of  plants  cited  in  the  text,  and  a  sample  Kentucky  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  field  card 
were  for  the  most  part  helpful. 

This  book  offers  an  excellent  snapshot  of  the  current  breeding  status  of  birds 
in  Kentucky  upon  which  comparisons  with  the  past  and  the  future  status  of  breed¬ 
ing  birds  can  be  made.  The  information  included  for  each  species  is  a  handy  ref¬ 
erence  for  anyone  interested  in  studying  the  breeding  biology  and  distribution  of 
birds  within  Kentucky,  as  well  as  interesting  and  informative  for  the  novice.  This 
book  is  also  an  excellent  reference  for  persons  in  other  states  who  would  like  to 
know  where  and  when  to  observe  some  of  our  less  common  species  within  the 
state  during  the  breeding  season. 

—  BLAINE  R.  FERRELL,  Department  of  Biology,  Western  Kentucky 
University,  Bowling  Green,  KY,  42101. 


RECENT  CHANGES  TO  ORNITHOLOGICAL 
NOMENCLATURE  OF  KENTUCKY’S  BIRDS 

Since  the  publication  of  the  6th  edition  of  the  American  Ornithologists’ 
Union  Check-list  of  North  American  Birds  (1983),  six  supplements  have 
appeared.  The  35th  through  40th  supplements  have  included  several  changes  to 
the  English  and  scientific  names  of  Kentucky’s  birds  that  were  based  on  recently 
published  taxonomic  studies.  Those  changes  are  included  below. 

35th  Supplement  in  1985  (The  Auk  102:680-686) 

Pacific  Loon  (Gavia  pacifica)  was  taxonomically  split  from  the  Arctic  Loon  (G. 
arctica)  of  the  Old  World.  Although  field  differentiation  of  the  two  species  is 
very  difficult  outside  of  the  breeding  season,  the  occurrence  of  Arctic  Loon 
in  the  eastern  United  States  is  unlikely. 

Clark’s  Grebe  (Aechmophorus  clarkii),  formerly  regarded  as  the  “white-faced" 
form  of  the  Western  Grebe,  was  taxonomically  split  from  the  “dark-faced" 
form  (A.  occidentals) .  All  Kentucky  records  from  this  group  appear  to  rep¬ 
resent.  A.  occidentals,  but  A.  clarkii  has  been  documented  from  states  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  west. 

36th  Supplement  in  1987  (The  Auk  104:591-596) 

No  changes  to  Kentucky  birds. 

37th  Supplement  in  1989  (The  Auk  106:532-538) 

Scientific  name  of  the  Northern  Gannet  was  changed  from  Sula  bassanus  to 
Morns  bassanus. 

Scientific  name  of  the  Yellow -crowned  Night-Heron  was  changed  from 
Nycticorax  violaceus  to  Nyctanassa  violacea. 

English  name  of  the  Common  Barn-Owl  (Tyto  alba)  reverted  to  Bam  Owl  due 
to  recognition  of  the  species  as  distinct  from  another  owl  in  the  Old  World. 
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Due  to  taxonomic  changes  in  the  Old  World  pipit  complex,  our  Water  Pipit 
(Anthus  spinoletta)  became  the  American  Pipit  (A.  rubescens). 

38th  Supplement  in  1991  {The  Auk  108:750-754) 

No  changes  to  Kentucky  birds. 

39th  Supplement  in  1993  {The  Auk  110:675-682) 

The  Green-backed  Heron  (Butorides  striatus)  was  taxonomically  split  into  two 
species,  only  one  of  which  occurs  in  the  United  States.  Our  species  reverted 
to  the  formerly  used  English  name  Green  Heron  and  the  scientific  name  was 
changed  to  B.  virescens. 

The  Black-shouldered  Kite  ( Elamis  caeruleus)  was  taxonomically  split  into  two 
species.  Our  species,  which  has  been  reported  from  Kentucky  at  least  once, 
reverted  to  the  formerly  used  English  name.  White-tailed  Kit,  and  the  scien¬ 
tific  name,  E.  leucurus. 

The  Lesser  Golden-Plover  (Pluvialis  dominica)  was  taxonomically  split  into  the 
American  Golden-Plover  (P.  dominica)  and  the  Pacific  Golden-Plover  (P 
fulva).  P  fidva  would  not  be  expected  to  occur  in  eastern  North  America,  so 
all  Kentucky  records  should  be  referable  to  P.  dominica. 

40th  Supplement  in  1995  (The  Auk  112:819-830) 

The  scientific  name  of  the  Great  Egret  was  changed  from  Casmerodius  albus  to 
Ardea  alba. 

The  English  name  of  the  American  Swallow-tailed  Kite  (Elanoides  forficatus) 
(known  to  occur  historically  in  Kentucky)  was  simplified  to  Swallow-tailed 
Kite. 

The  scientific  name  of  the  American  Golden-Plover  was  corrected  to  Pluvialis 
dominica  (incorrect  in  previous  change  as  P.  dominicus). 

The  English  name  of  the  Common  Black-headed  Gull  (Lams  ridibundus), 
recently  observed  in  Kentucky  for  the  first  time,  was  simplified  to  Black¬ 
headed  Gull. 

The  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  (Catharus  minimus)  was  taxonomically  split  into  the 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  (C.  minimus)  (probably  most  or  all  Kentucky  records) 
and  the  Bicknell’s  Thrush  (C.  bicknellii).  Although  currently  unrecorded  in 
Kentucky,  C.  bicknelli  may  prove  to  be  an  occasional  Migrant  through  the 
state. 

The  Rufous-sided  Towhee  (Pipilio  erythropthalmus)  was  taxonomically  split 
into  the  Eastern  Towhee  (P.  erythropthalmus)  (our  common  towhee)  and  the 
Spotted  Towhee  (P.  maculatus)  of  western  North  America  (two  Kentucky 
records). 

The  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  (Ammodramus  caudacutus)  was  taxonomically  split 
into  two  species,  the  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  (A.  nelsoni)  of  the  inland 
eastern  United  States,  and  the  Salt  Marsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  (A.  caudacu¬ 
tus)  of  the  Atlantic  coast.  All  Kentucky  records  are  known  or  assumed  to  be 
of  A.  nelsoni. 

The  Northern  Oriole  (Icterus  galbula)  was  taxonomically  re-split  into  the 
Bullock’s  Oriole  (I.  bullockii)  of  western  North  America  (no  confirmed 
Kentucky  records)  and  the  Baltimore  Oriole  (I.  galbula). 

—  BRAINARD  PALMER-BALL,  JR.,  Kentucky  State  Nature  Preserves 
Commission,  801  Schenkel  Lane,  Frankfort,  KY,  40601. 
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FIELD  NOTE 

TRICOLORED  HERON  AT  LOUISVILLE 

On  the  morning  of  May  16,  1996,  we  were  birding  at  a  wetland  area  at  the 
Outer  Loop  Landfill,  in  southern  Jefferson  County,  when  we  located  an  adult 
Tricolored  Heron  (Egretta  tricolor).  The  bird  was  resting  on  an  artificial  structure 
in  the  middle  of  a  shallow  pond  surrounded  by  cattails.  The  heron  sat  and  occa¬ 
sionally  preened  during  the  entire  length  of  our  observation,  allowing  for  identi¬ 
fying  photographs  to  be  obtained.  Duplicates  of  several  of  these  photos  have  been 
filed  with  Lee  McNeely,  Secretary  of  the  Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee.  The 
Tricolored  Heron  remained  at  the  pond  until  at  least  May  18,  1996,  and  several 
other  birders  subsequently  were  able  to  view  it.  Also  present  at  this  small  wetland 
area  at  the  time  of  our  observation  were  a  few  common  shorebirds  and  ducks,  an 
adult  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  ( Nycticorccx  Nycticorcvc),  several  American 
Coots  (Fulica  americana),  and  at  least  three  Soras  (Porzana  Carolina). 

The  Tricolored  Heron  was  relatively  small,  approximately  the  size  of  a  Litte 
Blue  Heron  ( Egretta  caendea )  or  Snowy  Egret  ( Egretta  thula),  although  no  birds 
were  nearby  to  make  a  direct  comparison.  The  upperparts  and  wings  were  mostly 
a  slaty  blue,  but  a  large  patch  of  light  brown  plumes  covered  the  middle  and  lower 
back.  The  underpails  including  the  wing  linings  and  undertail  were  white.  The 
neck  and  upper  chest  were  purplish-blue,  although  the  chin  was  white.  The  legs 
were  gray  with  olive-colored  feet,  and  the  bill  was  dark  gray  (darkest  on  the  dis¬ 
tal  third),  and  rather  long  and  dagger-like.  The  head  was  mostly  slaty  blue-gray 
with  white  plumes  on  rear  of  the  crown  that  were  quite  noticeable.  Eye  color 
appeared  dark,  and  a  patch  of  yellow  facial  skin  was  present  on  the  lores.  These 
characters  were  observed  at  approximately  300  feet  through  a  60x  spotting  scope. 
The  cloudy  day  allowed  for  an  excellent  assessment  of  colors  without  glare. 

This  represents  the  first  of  several  Kentucky  records  of  Tricolored  Heron  to 
be  documented  with  photographs,  although  several  previous  sight  records  have 
been  reported.  These  include  two  sightings  from  Jefferson  County:  June  19,  1990, 
one  bird  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  (The  Kentucky  Warbler  66:84),  and  June  23,  1991, 
two  birds  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  (The  Beckham  Observer,  August  1991) 

—  PAT  BELL,  306  Fairlawn  Road,  Louisville,  40207,  MARK  MONROE, 
P.O.  Box  22347,  Louisville,  40223,  and  BRAINARD  PALMER-BALL,  JR.,  8207 
Old  Westport  Road,  Louisville,  40222. 


NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Reminder  of  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 

Remember,  the  Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  hotline  is  in  service  at  (502) 
894-9538.  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  regularly  updates  the  tapes  with  your 
reports  of  unusual  bird  sightings  from  around  the  state.  Help  support  this  ser¬ 
vice  with  your  reports. 

K.O.S,  Avian  Research  Grant  Fund 

The  Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  has  initiated  an  Avian  Research  Grant 
Fund.  Persons  that  need  money  (i.e.,  up  to  $500.00)  to  assist  them  in  conducting 
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research  on  birds  in  Kentucky  should  contact  the  K.O.S.  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.  Avian 
Research  Grant  Fund  Committee  c/o  Blaine  Ferrell,  Department  of  Biology, 
Western  Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky  42101  for  a  set  of  guide¬ 
lines  and  an  application  form. 

Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee 

Rare  bird  sightings  should  be  well  documented  and  the  documentation 
should  be  sent  to  Lee  McNeely,  Secretary  of  the  KBRC,  for  consideration  by  the 
committee. 


INDEX  TO  VOLUMES  69-72, 1993-1996 

by  Blaine  R.  Ferrell 

The  names  of  participants  and  of  species  on  the  midwinter  bird  counts, 
Kentucky  Ornithological  Society  meetings  and  seasonal  reports  have  not  been 
included  in  this  index.  The  names  of  species  on  large  tables  have  also  been  omit¬ 
ted.  The  capital  R  is  indicative  of  a  book  review. 
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Stamm,  Anne  L.  '93:4,  32,  43, 
55,  '94:3,  5,  31,  48,  67,  ‘95:3, 
49 

Stedman,  Barbara  J.  '96:25 
Stedman,  Stephen  J.  '95:27, 
'96:25 


Summerfield,  Donald  ‘94:31, 
'95:49 

Wethington,  Traci  ‘94:77 
Williams,  James  M.  ‘93:24 
Yancy,  David  '93:49,  ‘94:85 


BIRDS 


American  Woodcock  '95:19 
Anhinga  '94:77,  '96:59 
Blackbird,  Red-winged  ‘93:66 
Bluebird 

Eastern  '94:77,  ‘95:47 
Mountain  '94:14,  '95:47 
Western  '95:47 
Bobwhite,  Northern  '95:19 
Brant  '94:15,  26,  27,  '96:33 
Bunting,  Indigo  ‘93:25,  ‘94:44,  '95:35 
Cardinal,  Northern  '96:21 
Catbird,  Gray  ‘96:21 
Chat,  Yellow-breasted  ‘96:21 
Chickadee,  Carolina  '93:25,  '96:28 
Coot,  American  '96:86 
Cormorant,  Double-crested  '94:77,  78, 
'96:66 

Cowbird,  Brown-headed  '93:24,  '96:78 
Crossbill,  White-winged  '94:3 
Crow 

American  '93:25,  '96:22 
Fish  '94:3 
Cuckoo 

Yellow-billed  '93:25,  '96:21 
Duck 

American  Black  '94:26 
Wood  '96:22 
Dunlin  '96:66 
Eagle 

Bald  '93:49,  '94:85,  '95:45,  '96:60 
Golden  '93:49,  '94:85,  '95:45,  '96:60 
Egrets 

Great  '93:66,  '94:77,  78,  '95:79 
Snowy  '93:66,  '95:79,  ‘96:87 


Falcon 

Peregrine  '93:49,  '94:86,  '95:46 
Prairie  '94:3,  13 
Finch 

House  '96:21 
Purple  ‘96:28 

Flicker,  Northern  ‘96:22,  79 
Flycatcher 

Great-crested  ‘93:25,  ‘96:34 
Scissor-tailed  ‘93:23 
Gadwall  '94:26 
Goose 

Canada  '94:27,  '96:34 
Greater  White-fronted  ‘96:34 
Ross’  '96:60 

Goshawk,  Northern  ‘94:13,  86,  ‘95:46, 
'96:33 

Grackle  Common  '94:41,  ‘95:48,  '96:21 
Grebe 

Eared  '94:13 

Red-necked  '93:23,  ‘96:32,  33,  44,  60 
Western  '93:23,  '96:33 
Grosbeak 
Blue  '94:3 
Evening  '96:28 
Grouse,  Ruffed  '96:27 
Gull 

Bonaparte’s  '96:35 

Common  Black-headed  '96:35,  60 

Franklin’s  '96:35 

Herring  '96:35,  66 

Lesser  Black-backed  '94:14 

Ring-billed  '94:86,  '96:35,  66 

Thayer’s  ‘96:44,  60 
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Harrier,  Northern  ‘93:49,  ‘94:59,  86, 
‘95:46 
Hawk 

Cooper’s  ‘93:49,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:46 
Ferruginous  ‘94:13 
Red-shouldered  ‘93:49,  ‘94:86,  ‘ 
95:46 

Red-tailed  ‘93:49,  ‘94:57,  58,  59,  60, 
86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:24 

Rough-legged  ‘93:49,  ‘94:58,  59,  60, 
86,  ‘95:46 

Sharp-shined  ‘93:49,  ‘94:40,  86, 
‘95:46 
Heron 

Black-crowned  Night  ‘94:78,  ‘96:66, 
86 

Great-blue  ‘93:66,  ‘94:77,  78,  ‘95:78, 
‘96:22 

Green  ‘94:42,  ‘96:22 
Little  Blue  ‘95:79,  ‘96:87 
Tricolored  ‘93:23,  60,  ‘96:86 
Hummingbird,  Ruby-throated  ‘96:21 
Ibis 

White-faced/Glossy  ‘93:23 
Jay,  Blue  ‘93:25 

Kestrel,  American  ‘93:49,  ‘94:57,  58, 
59,  60,  86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:22,  24 
Killdeer  ‘94:87,  ‘96:22,  66 
Kingbird,  Eastern  ‘96:22 
Kingfisher,  Belted  ‘96:22 
Kittiwake,  Black-legged  ‘96:44,  60 
Lark,  Homed  ‘94:44 
Loon 

Arctic/Pacific  ‘93:23 
Mallard  ‘94:26,  27 
Martin.  Purple  ‘96:21 
Meadowlark,  Easter  ‘94:26 
Merlin  ‘93:49,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:33 
Mississippi  Kite  ‘94:3 
Mockingbird,  Northern  '96:79 
Nuthatch 

Red-breasted  ‘96:28,  62 
White-breasted  ‘96:22 
Oriole,  Northern  ‘96:21 
Osprey  ‘93:49,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:46 
Ovenbird  ‘93:25,  ‘96:21,  45,  60 


Owl 

Common  Bam  ‘94:86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:47 
Barred  ‘94:86,  ‘95:46 
Eastern  Screech  ‘95:72,  ‘96:22,  24,  27 
Great  Homed  ‘94:86,  ‘95:46, 

‘96:22,  24 

Long-eared  ‘94:42,  43,  ‘95:72 
Northern  Saw-whet  ‘96:60 
Short-eared  ‘93:52,  ‘94:3,  44 
Petrel,  Band-rumped  Storm  ‘96:33,  64 
Phalarope 
Red  ‘93:23 

Phoebe,  Eastern  ‘93:25 
Plover 
Piper  ‘96:65 
Semipalmated  ‘96:66 
Rail,  Black  ‘95:19 
Raven,  Common  ‘96:27 
Robin,  American  ‘94:26 
Sandpiper 

Curlew  ‘94:87,  88,  ‘96:33,  60 
Least  ‘94:87,  ‘96:66 
Pectoral  ‘94:87 
Semipalmated  ‘96:66 
Solitary  ‘96:66 
Spotted  ‘96:22 
Stilt  ‘94:87 

Sapsucker,  Yellow-bellied  ‘96:79 
Shoveler,  Northern  ‘94:26 
Siskin,  Pine  ‘96:28 
Sora  ‘93:51,  ‘96:86 
Sparrow 

Bachman’s  ‘96:79 
Field  ‘94:40 
Fox  ‘96:27 
House  ‘95:47 
Le  Conte’s  ‘93:23,  ‘94:14 
Sharp-tailed  ‘94:13 
Song  ‘96:21 
Vesper ‘95:48 
Spoonbill,  R^eate  ‘95:79 
Stilt,  Black-necked  ‘93:65,  ‘94:13 
Swallow 
Bank  ‘96:22 

Northern  Rough-winged  ‘96:22 
Tree  ‘94:76,  ‘96:21,79 
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Swan,  Tundra  ‘96:60 
Swift,  Chimney  ‘93:25,  ‘96:21 
Tanager 
Scarlet  ‘93:25 
Teal 

Cinnamon  ‘96:59 
Greenwinged  ‘94:26 
Tern 

Caspian  ‘94:86,  ‘96:66 
Common  ‘96:66 
Forster’s  ‘94:86,  87,  ‘96:66 
Gull-billed  ‘94:86,  87,  ‘96:33 
Least  ‘95:5,  8 
Thrasher,  Brown  ‘96:21 
Thrush 

Swainson’s  ‘96:45 
Varied  ‘94:13,  15,26,  ‘96:33 
Wood  ‘93:25,  ‘96:21 
Titmouse,  Tufted  ‘93:25 
Towhee 

Green-tailed  ‘93:23 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  ‘93:25,  ‘96,21, 

‘96:27 

Turkey,  Wild  ‘96:28 
Vireo 

Red-eyed  ‘93:25,  ‘96:21 
Solitary  ‘93:25 
White-eyed  ‘96:21 
Vulture 

Black  ‘93:49,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:22 
Turkey  ‘93:49,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:22 


Warbler 

Black-and-white  ‘93:25,  ‘96:21 
Black-throated  Blue  ‘93:25 
Black-throated  Green  ‘93:25 
Blue-winged  ‘96:21 
Brewster’s  ‘94:13 
Canada  ‘93:25 
Chestnut-sided  ‘93:25 
Hooded  ‘93:25 
Lawrence’s  93:23,  ‘94:13 
Swainson’s  ‘96:36 
Worm-eating  ‘93:25 
Yellow-throated  ‘96:21 
Waxwing 
Bohemian  ‘95:19 
Cedar  ‘94:40 
Whimbrel  '96:33 
Wigeon,  American  ‘94:26 
Woodpecker 

Downy  ‘93:25,  ‘96:22,  78 
Hairy  ‘96:22,  79 
Pileated  ‘93:25,  ‘96:22,  79 
Red-bellied  ‘96:22 

Wood-Pewee,  Eastern  ‘93:25,  ‘94:40, 
‘96:21 
Wren 

Bewick's  ‘93:64 
Carolina  ‘94:41,  ‘96:21 
House  ‘93:64 
Yellowlegs,  Lesser  ‘94:87 
Yellowthroat,  Common  ‘96:21 


LOCALITIES 


Airports 
Dayton  ‘95:46 
Lunken  ‘95:46 
Allegheny  Plateau  ‘95:46 
Beargrass  Creek  State  Nature 
Preserve  ‘94:14 
Beaver  Dam  ‘93:51,  ‘95:5 
Bemheim  Forest  ‘93:49,  50,  ‘94:14, 
85,  86,  ‘95:45,  ‘96:60,  62 
Big  Black  Mountain  ‘94:4,  ‘96:63 
Big  Four  Railroad  Bridge  (IN) 
‘95:36 


Big  South  Fork  Recreation  Area  ‘95:27 
Bill  Slaven  Road  ‘95:28 
Black  Rough  Bottom  ‘94:78 
Bluegrass  Army  Ordnance  Depot 
‘94:76, ‘96:61,  62 
Bluegrass  Parkway  ‘94:77 
Bluegrass  Region  ‘94:57,  60,  76 
Bon  Air  Regional  Library  ‘94:14 
Brescia  College  ‘95:23 
Brush  Creek  Island  ‘95:20 
Buckley  Hills  Audubon  Sanctuary 
‘94:86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:62 
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Burnt  Mill  Bridge  ‘95:28 
Cairo  (IL)  ‘96:6 
Campbellsville  ‘96:34 
Central  City  ‘93:51,  ‘94:42 
Charit  Lodge  ‘95:28 
Cherokee  Park  ‘94:15 
Cincinnati  ‘96:65 
Clarksville  (IN)  ‘95:36 
Clear  Pond  ‘94:78 
Clifty  Wilderness  Area  ‘96:62 
County 
Allen  ‘96:47 
Anderson  ‘96:64 
Ballard  ‘94:78 
Bell  ‘96:25 
Boone  ‘94:76 
Caldwell  ‘94:78 
Claiborne  (TN)  ‘96:25 
Clark  (KY)  ‘94:57,  60,  78 
Clark  (IN)  ‘94:14 
Crittenden  ‘94:78 
Fayette  ‘94:57 
Fentress  (TN)  ‘95:27 
Franklin  ‘94:78 

Fulton  ‘93:65,  66,  ‘94:78,  ‘95:6, 
79 

Grayson  ‘95:19 
Greenup  ‘94:78 
Harlan  ‘94:4,  ‘96:25 
Harrison  ‘95:4 
Henderson  ‘96:36 
Hickman  ‘94:78 
Hocking  ‘96:62 
Jefferson  ‘96:86 
McAlpine  ‘94:27,  ‘96:35 
Smithland  “95:5 
Daniel  Boone  National  Forest 
‘96:62,  68 

Elkstrom  Library  ‘94:3 
Falls  of  the  Ohio  ‘94:14,  15,  86, 
‘96:35,  66,  87 
Falls  of  Rough  ‘95:23 
Fish  Pond  ‘93:65 
Flynn  Fork  ‘94:78 
Foster  Crossroads  ‘95:28 
Gibson  Power  Plant  (IN)  ‘94:14 


Great  Smokie  Mountains  National 
Park  ‘96:28,  64 

Greenbo  Lake  State  Park  ‘95:49 
Henderson  ‘93:52,  ‘96:66 
Hensley  Settlement  ‘93:25,  ‘96:25, 
28 

Hickman  Bottoms  ‘93:65 
Holland  ‘96:47 
Hulings  Branch  Road  ‘95:28 
Indian  Rockhouse  Trail  ‘95:28 
Indiana  ‘93:52 
Joe  Creason  Park  ‘94: 14 
John  Muir  Trail  ‘95:28 
Kenlake  State  Park  ‘96:68 
Kentucky  Bend  ‘93:50 
Kentucky  Point  ‘95:8 
Lake 

Barren  River  ‘93:50,  ‘94:85, 

‘95:45 

Beshear  ‘93:50 
Buck  ‘94:78 
Buckhorn  ‘93:50,  ‘96:61 
Carr  Fork  ‘93:50,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:45, 
‘96:61 

Cave  Run  ‘93:50,  ‘94:86,  ‘96:45, 
‘96:61 

Chaney  ‘96:66 
City  ‘96:34 

Cumberland  ‘93:49,  50,  ‘94:85, 
‘95:45,  ‘96:61 

Dale  Hollow  ‘93:49,  50,  ‘94:85, 
‘95:45,  ‘96:61 

Dewey  ‘93:50,  ‘95:45,  ‘96:61 
Erie  ‘95:46 

Fishtrap  ‘93:50,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:45: 
‘96:61 

Fox  Creek  ‘96:61 
Gem  ‘94:76 

Grayson  ‘93:50,  ‘94:86,  ‘95;45, 
‘96:61 

Green  River  ‘93:50,  ‘94:85,  86, 
‘95:45,  ‘96:61 

Guist  Creek  ‘93:50,  ‘94:98,  ‘95:45, 
‘96:61 

Herrington  ‘93:50,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:45, 
‘96:61 


94 


THE  KENTUCKY  WARBLER 


Vol.  72 


Honker  ‘95:79 
Kentucky  ‘94:85,  ‘95:45 
Laurel  ‘93:50,  ‘94:85, ‘95:45, 
‘96:61 

Linnville  ‘93:50 
Malone  ‘95:45,  ‘96:61 
Martin’s  Fork  ‘93:50,  ‘94:86, 
‘95:45,  ‘96:61 
McElroy  ‘94:87,  ‘96:66 
Michigan  ‘93:52 

Nolin  River  ‘93:50,  ‘94:85,  ‘95:45, 
‘96:61 

Number  9  ‘95:79 
Paintsville  ‘93:50,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:45, 
‘96:61 

Reelfoot  ‘93:50,  ‘94:85,  ‘95:45, 
‘96:61 

Rough  River  ‘93:50,  ‘94:85, 

‘95:45,  ‘96:61 
Swan  ‘93:50,  ‘94:85 
Taylorsville  ‘93:50,  ‘94:85,  ‘95:45, 
‘96:61 

Vega  ‘93:50,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:45 
Yatesville  ‘94:86,  ‘96:61 
Land  Between  the  Lakes  ‘93:49, 
‘93:50,  ‘94:85,  ‘95:45,  79, 

‘96:61 

Leatherwood  Ford  ‘95:28 
Lexington  ‘95:35,  48 
Little  Bayou  de  Chien  ‘94:78 
Louisville  ‘94:14,  ‘96:35 
Louisville  Free  Public  Library 
‘94:15 

Louisville  Zoo  ‘94:14 
Mammoth  Cave  National  Park 
‘93:50,  ‘94:85,  ‘95:20,  45,  ‘96:36 
Manchester  1  ‘95:20,  24 
Manchester  2  ‘95:20,  24 
Maudes  Crack  ‘95:28 
Mayo  Lane  ‘94:26 
Maysville  ‘94:87 
Meldahl  Navigation  Pool  ‘95:20 
Memphis  (TN)  ‘93:67,  “96:36,  48 
Morehead  ‘94:4 


Mount  Saint  Joseph  ‘95:23 
Murphy’s  Pond  ‘94:78 
Natural  Bridge  ‘96:36 
Nettleroth  Sanctuary  ‘94:15 
New  Madrid  (MO)  ‘95:6 
Number  8  Slough  ‘93:65,  66 
Ohio  River  Islands  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  ‘95:20,  24 

Oldham  County  Civic  Center  and  Nature 
Preserve  ‘94:14 
Open  Pond  ‘93:66,  67 
Oregon  (OH)  ‘93:68 
Ottawa  National  Wildlife  Refuge  ‘95:46 
Otter  Creek  State  Park  ‘94: 15 
Owensboro  ‘95:23 
Paducah  ‘95:6 
Paradise  ‘94:15 
Pennyrile  State  Park  ‘94:64 
Phillippy  Barrow  Pits  (TN)  ‘93:66,  67 
Pond  Run  ‘94:78 
Red  River  Gorge  ‘96:36,  62 
River 

Barren  ‘96:47,  61 

Big  South  Fork  National  ‘95:27 

Blood  ‘93:50 

Clear  Fork  (TN)  ‘95:27 

Cumberland  ‘93:50,  ‘94:85,  ‘95:27, 

45, ‘96:61 

Green  ‘93:50,  ‘96:61 

Kentucky  ‘93:50,  ‘94:78,  86,  ‘96:61, 

64 

Mississippi  ‘93:50,  65,  67,  ‘94:85, 
‘95:5,6,  8,45,  ‘96:61 
New  (TN)  ‘95:27 

Ohio  ‘93:50,  ‘94:78,  85,  87,  ‘95:5, 

6,  8,  45,46,  ‘96:20,61,65 
Pond  ‘95:45 

Rolling  Fork  ‘94:85,  ‘95:45 
Tradewater  ‘94:78 
Wabash  ‘95:6 
Rock  Bridge  Trails  ‘96:62 
Rose  Island  Road  ‘94:26 
Rough  River  State  Resort  Park  ‘94:28 
Sassafras  Ridge  ‘93:66 
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Shawnee  Hills  '94:78 
Short  Creek  Community  '95:19 
Steamboat  Hollow  '94:78 
Swift’s  Creek  Train  '96:62 
Terry  Cemetery  Road  '95:28 
University  of  Kentucky  '94:4,  77, 
‘95:35 

University  of  Louisville  '94:3,  44 
U.S.  42  '94:26 

Western  Kentucky  Parkway  ‘93:51, 
52 

Western  Kentucky  University  '94:4 


Wildlife  Management  Area 
Ballard  County  '93:49,  50,  '94:85, 
'95:45,  '96:34,  61 
Central  Kentucky  '95:73,  '96:78 
Homestead  '94:44 
Peabody 

Sloughs  '93:51,  '96:36 
Western  Kentucky  '93:50 
Winchester  ‘94:57,  77 
Woodbum 
Yahoo  Falls  '95:28 
Yamacraw  Bridge  '95:27 


MISCELLANEOUS 


American  Ornithologists’  Union 
'94:3 

American  Birds  '93:31 
Annotated  Checklist  of  Birds  of 
Kentucky  '95:19 

Audubon’s  Elephant  Folio  ‘95:49 
Beckham  Bird  Club  '93:3,  27,  31, 
52,  '94:3,  14,  27,  86 
Bird-a-thon  '94:15 
Birding  in  Ohio  (R)  ‘95:46 
Birds  of  Kentucky,  The  '95:19  (R), 
'96:65 

Birds  in  Indianapolis  (R)  ‘94:40 
Bylaws,  K.O.S.  '94:72 
Cheek,  Annette  '95:80 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  '94:15,  60 
Hurricane  Eloise  '96:64 
Indiana  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  ‘93:49,  '94:86,  '95:46, 
'96:62 

International  Ornithological 
Committee  ‘94:3 
International  Ornithological 
Congress  ‘94:3 


Kentucky  Bird  Records  Committee 
‘93:23,  ‘94:12,  ‘95:36,  49,  80, 
'96:32,  59,  67,  68 

Kentucky  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  '93:64, 
'94:14,  '96:84  (R) 

Kentucky  Department  of  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Resources  '93:49,  51, 

68,  77,  ‘94:86,  '95,  46,  ‘96:62, 

64 

Kentucky  Department  of  Parks 
‘93:49,  ‘94:86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:62 
“Kentucky  List”  ‘93:24 
Kentucky  National  Guard  '94:42 
Kentucky  Nature  Conservancy  '94:4, 
15 

Kentucky  State  Nature  Preserves 
Commission  '94:14,  '94:42,  77, 
'95:5,  ‘96:47 

Kentucky  Ornithological  Society 
'93:49,51,68,  '94:4,  14,  47, 

64,  86,  ‘95:23,  46,  '96:62, 

65,  68 

Kentucky  Ornithological  Society 
Membership  Roll  ‘95:51 
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Kentucky  Rare  Bird  Alert  Hotline 
‘93:39,  51,  68,  ‘94:28,  44,  64, 

88,  ‘95:20,  36,  48,  80,  ‘96:36, 

48,  68 

Kentucky  Warbler  ‘93:31,  68,  ‘94:3, 
13,40,  47,  72,  ‘96:66 
K.O.S.  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr.  Avain 
Research  Grant  Fund  ‘93:68, 
‘94:28,  44,  64,  88,  ‘95:20,  36,  49, 
80,  ‘96:36,  48,  68 
Lemming,  Bog  ‘94:44 
Mice 

Harvest  ‘95:73 
Pocket  ‘95:75 

Midwinter  Bald  Eagle  Survey 
‘93:49 

Midwinter  Bird  Count  ‘93:12, 
‘94:16,  ‘95:9,  ‘96:10 
Missouri  Department  of 
Conservation  ‘95:5,  6 
National  Audubon  Society  ‘93:49 
National  Park  Service  ‘94:86, 
‘95:46,  ‘96:62 
Neotropics  ‘93:24 
North  American  Migrant  Count 
‘96:35 

Olmstead  Louisville  Parks 
Conservancy  ‘94:15 


Peabody  Coal  Company  ‘93:51,  68 
Project  Tanager,  Cornell  Lab  ‘94:28 
Shrew,  Short-tailed  ‘95:48,  73 
Stokes  Field  Guide  (R)  ‘96:83 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority  ‘93:49, 
‘94:77,  86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:62 
Tennessee  Wildlife  Resources  Agency 
‘95:46,  ‘96:28,  ‘96:62 
Transactions  of  the  Kentucky  Academy 
of  Science  ‘94:4 

Treasurer's  Report  (K.O.S.)  ‘93:62, 
‘95:78 
Tribute  to 

Monroe,  Burt  L.  Jr.,  ‘94:3 
Stamm,  Anne  L.  ‘93:31 
U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  ‘93:49, 
‘94:86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:62 
U.S.  Army  Bluegrass  Ordnance  Depot 
‘93:49,  ‘94:86 

U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  ‘93:49, 
‘94:3,  86,  ‘95:46,  ‘96:62 
U.S.  Forest  Service  ‘93:49,  ‘95:46, 
‘96:62,  68 
Vole 

Meadow  ‘94:44,  60,  ‘95:73,  75 
Prairie  ‘95:73,  75 
Yellow-bellied  ‘94:44 


IN  MEMORIA 

Barbour,  Roger  William  ‘94:4 
Cheek  II,  John  Adamson  ‘95:67 
Clay,  Herbert  L.,  Jr.  ‘96:71 
Czurles,  Sister  Casimir  ‘95:23 
Monroe,  Burt  L.,  Jr.  ‘94:47 
Stamm,  Frederick  W.  ‘93:3 
Stevenson,  Anna  Lee  ‘96:71 
Wilson,  Lacy  Edward  ‘95:67 
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